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BIOGRAPHY  OF  GOVERNOR  ANDREW  H.  REEDER. 


[For  the  biography  of  Governor  Reeder  the  Historical  Society  is  indebted  to  bis 
sons  and  daughter.  It  is  understood  to  have  been  prepared  in  part,  from  data  fur- 
nished by  Hon.  Grosvenor  P.  Lowrey,  of  Xew  York,  who  was  Governor  Reeder's  pri- 
vate secretary  during  a  portion  of  his  official  service.  It  was  received  from  Mr. 
William  W.  Marsh,  under  date  of  March  2,  1881.]  v 

Andrew  H.  Reeder,  first  Governor  of  Kansas  Territory,  was  born  at 
Easton,  Pennsylvania,  July  12,  1807.  He  received  an  academical  ediicti- 
tion  at  Lawrenceville,  New  Jersey,  studied  the  profession  of  the  hiw,  and 
entered  upon  its  practice  at  Easton,  where,  after  the  customary  vicissitudes 
of  a  young  lawyer,  he  arose  to  a  local  eminence  unsurpassed  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania,  by  any  of  his  professional  associates.  This  distinction  was 
the  more  notable  as  the  bar  of  that  part  of  the  State  was  recognized  as  ex- 
ceptionally strong  and  able. 

Mr.  Reeder  was  married  in  1831,  to  Amelia  Hutter,  of  Easton.  Of  this 
marriage  eight  children  were  born,  five  of  whom,  together  with  their  mother, 
survived  the  husband  and  father.  Mrs.  Reeder  died,  in  Easton,  Pennsylva- 
nia, August  16,  1878.  The  surviving  children  are  Mrs.  William 
jMarsh,  of  New  Jersey,  George  M.,  Howard,  and  General  Frank  Reeder,  of 
Easton.  The  domestic  life  of  Governor  Reeder  was  distinguished  for  its 
purity,  and  the  devoted  attachment  of  the  members  of  his  family  to  each 
other. 

His  political  and  business  life  was  distinguished  for  energy,  integrity, 
and  high  intelligence.  In  politics  Governor  Reeder  belouged  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  and  was  an  active  participant  in  its  counsels  previous  to  his 
appointment  to  the  Governorship  of  this  Territory.  He  had  never  been  an 
office-seeker,  but  believed  in  the  duty  of  every  man  to  take  part  in  political 
affairs.  His  rule  of  action  in  this  respect  was  once  stated  by  him  in  the 
form  of  advice  to  a  young  friend,  thos:  "First  succeed  in  your  profession. 
Acquire,  if  you  may  by  honorable  means,  such  fortune  as  will  enable  you  at 
all  times  to  maintain  yourself  with  dignity,  irrespective  of  public  emolu- 
ment. If  then  an  ofhce  suitable  to  your  taste  and  capacity  seeks  you. 
accept  it,  but  do  not  allow  any  thought  of  public  employment  to  occupy 
your  attention  until  that  period  shall  have  arrived." 

Governor  Reeder  acted  strictly  upon  this  rule  in  respect  to  the  conspicu- 
ous appointment  to  his  first  public  office.    Pie  was  not  only  not  an  applicant 
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for  the  place,  but  his  first  thought  in  respect  to  it  was  suggested  by  a  eom- 
raunication  from  the  hite  Asa  Packer,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  a  member  of 
Congress,  who  informed  him  that  together  with  Mr.  John  AV.  Forney,  he 
had  recommended  the  President  to  make  the  appointment. 

Only  those  readers  who  remember  the  excitement  following  the  passage 
of  the  famous  "Kansas  and  jSTebraska  Act"  will  be  able  to  appreciate  the 
responsibility  and  consequent  dignity  attaching  to  that  appointment  at  that 
time.  All  persons  who  have  seen  the  comparative  development  of  the  two 
Territories  will,  however,  be  interested  to  learn  that  Governor  Pteeder's 
friends  considered  the  appointment  to  the  Governorship  of  Nebraska  was 
the  more  important,  and  were  inclined  to  regret  that  he  should  be  consigned 
to  the  oblivion  of  a  minor  post. 

The  excited  political  condition  of  the  times,  and  the  grave  questions 
which  were  about  to  be  tried  upon  the  new  arena,  gave  interest  to  the 
appointment  in  the  eyes  of  Mr.  Reeder  sufficient  to  induce  him,  after  a  few 
days'  consideration,  to  accept  it;  and  in  the  fall  of  1854  he  took  his  de- 
parture for  Fort  Leavenworth,  which,  except  Fort  Riley,  was  the  only 
place  then  generally  known  or  spoken  of  in  Kansas. 

The  succeeding  winter  was  one  of  much  excitement  throughout  the  coun- 
try, and  especially  along  the  border  of  Missouri  and  the  newly-created 
Territories.  Governor  Reeder  had,  shortly  before  his  departure  for  his 
post,  conversed  with  friends  upon  the  difficulties  likely  to  arise  from  the 
lawless 'action  of  Massachusetts  and  other  Xew  England  emigrants,  who 
were  then  reported  through  the  press  as  organizing  to  settle  in  large  bodies 
in  Kansas  and  vote  down  the  legal  introduction  of  slavery  there.  He  went 
to  the  Territory  in  full  belief  that  the  difficulties,  if  any,  of  his  administra- 
tion, would  arise  out  of  the  disorderly  and  lawless  action  of  this  class  of 
emigrants.  He  had  not  up  to  that  time  been  brought  into  any  close 
personal  association  with  the  men  who  then  represented  the  interests  of 
slavery  at  the  Federal  Capital. 

Whatever  he  may  have  learned  on  his  arrival  in  the  Territory  in  respect 
to  the  purposes,  principles  and  actions,  either  of  those  Eastern  people  whom 
he  then  distrusted,  or  of  those  prominent  along  the  western  border  of  Mis- 
souri whom  his  political  associations  led  him  to  trust,  it  was  soon  clear  that 
the  latter  had  learned  something  concerning  him  which  caused  them  much 
dissatisfaction. 

An  extract  from  the  Washington  Sentinel  of  the  24th  of  June,  18-34.  will 
show  what  the  Southern  men  in  power  thought  themselves  justiiied  to 
expect  after  the  passage  of  the  Territorial  acts: 

"It  is  said  that  the  President  has  tendered,  or  is  about  to  tender,  that  ofiice  to  an 
individual  from  a  non-slaveholding  State,  whose  opinions  upon  the  Territorial  faiJl 
are  either  unsound  or  unknown.  To  such  rumor  we  give  no  credence:  we  cannot, 
we  do  not  believe  that  the  President  can  for  a  moment  think  of  frastratiuc  by  hi- 
patronage  the  design  of  a  bill  which  he  countenanced  in  all  its  stages,  and  to  -w'aicL 
he  gave  his  ready  sanction  as  a  law.    Recent  developments  have  shown  that  Xiinsas 
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Territory  is  in  the  highest  degree  suited  to  slave  labor,  and  that  the  equal  laws  of 
labor    .    .    .    must  inevitably  introduce  the  institution  of  slavery  there."' 

•  Mr.  Reeder  was  in  full  sympathy  with  Senator  Douglas,  the  author  and 
champion  of  the  bill,  and  of  the  doctrine  of  so-called  "Squatter  Sover- 
eignty," which  the  bill  was  intended  to  protect.  It  is  probable  that  al  that 
time  he  had,  with  the  great  majority  of  the  American  people,  regarded 
himself  as  precluded  by  the  constitution  from  raising  questions  a.s  to  the 
abstract  right  or  wrong  of  negro  slavery  wdiere  it  existed. 

He  was  welcomed  with  eclat  by  the  politicians  of  Missouri  on  his  passage 
through  that  State,  and  was  doubtless  prepared  even  to  see  slavery  legally 
introduced  into  Kansas,  if  that  should  indeed  be  the  fair  result  of  applying 
the  equal  laws  of  labor  ;  but  he  was  not  willing  to  see  the  voice  of  an  actual 
majority  of  actual  settlers  overcome  either  by  force  or  chicane  on  either 
«ide. 

His  opinion  upon  the  economical  questions  relating  to  slavery  made  him 
favorable  to  the  incorporation  of  Kansas  as  a  free  State.  The  violence  and 
lawlessness  which  almost  immediately  developed  themselves  in  favor  of  the 
introduction  of  slavery,  caused  him  to  think  more  deeply  than  before  upon 
the  moral  aspects  of  that  question  ;  and  it  may  be  said  that  the  pro-slavery 
zeal  of  western  Missouri  was  the  chief  instrument  for  converting  a  Demo- 
eratic  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  training  and  Southern  sympathie.s  into  a 
warm  and  devoted  friend  of  the  slave,  and  opponent  of  all  ends  which  re- 
quired the  support  of  such  violent  and  unlawful  means.  This  conversion 
was  complete  when,  at  the  hrst  election  for  members  of  a  Territorial  Legis- 
lature, the  people  of  western  ]Missouri  openly  organized  and  formed  them- 
selves into  military  parties  and  to  the  number  of  several  thousands  marched 
across  the  border,  deposited  their  votes  as  citizens  of  Kansas  and  returned 
to  their  homes  in  iMissouri  on  the  same  day.  In  many  places  the  actual 
residents  who  had  emigrated  from  the  Northern  States  with  their  families, 
were  driven  from  the  polls  and  their  livfcs  threatened  should  they  attempt 
to  cast  their  votes. 

Governor  Reeder  was  then  at  Shawnee  Mission,  on  the  border  of  311;?- 
souri.  This  was,  by  his  residence,  made  the  temporary  seat  of  government. 
He  was  virtually  alone,  and  the  policy  of  the  men  of  Missouri  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact  was,  by  boasting,  threats,  and  the  display  of  reckless 
violence,  to  intimidate  where  they  could  not  persuade.  They  demanded 
certificates  of  election  for  their  candidates  according  to  the  returns  of  in- 
spectors, appointed  chiefly  from  the  number  of  those  who  had  invaded  the 
Territory  for  the  purpose  of  voting.  Governor  Reeder  refused  to  grant  cer- 
tificates until  ample  time  should  have  been  given  for  the  receipt  of  such  pro- 
tests as  might  need  to  be  made.  The  people  of  the  remotest  precinct  in  the 
Territory  had  time  to  forward,  and  did  forward,  a  protest  against  the  grant- 
ing of  certificates  to  a  candidate  elected  by  illegal  votes.  Several  other 
such  protests  were  received;  and  Governor  Reeder,  upon  full  consideraliun 
of  the  facts,  called  new  elections  in  several  districts.  . 
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It  is  easier  now,  since  the  events  of  the  civil  war,  to  realize  the  wild 
frenzy  to  Avhich  such  a  community  as  western  Missouri  then  was  would  be 
driven  by  an  example  of  calm  courage  and  a  deliberate  proceeding  like 
this.  The  family  and  friends  of  Governor  Eeeder,  indeed  the  whole  country, 
became  justly  alarmed  for  his  personal  safety.  At  about  this  time  various 
persons,  notably  the  editor  of  the  Parkville  Luminarif,  were  made  the  ob- 
jects of  violence,  either  in  person  or  in  property.  This  excitement  was 
greatly  intensitied  when  Governor  Reeder,  believing  it  best  that  the  Legis- 
lature should  convene  at  a  point  as  far  remote  from  the  local  influences  of 
Missouri  as  possible,  exercised  his  powder  of  appointing  the  place  of  meeting 
by  calling  it  at  the  town  of  Pawnee,  near  Fort  Eiley,  where  the  public 
buildings  could  be  availed  of. 

The  charge  was  made  against  him  that  he  was  interested  in  lands  near 
Fort  Riley ;  that  he  had  denied  attention  to  the  pressing  affairs  of  the  Ter- 
ritory during  the  winter  of  1854  and  1855;  and  that  he  had  improperly 
participated  in  the  purchase  of  lands  from  the  half-breed  Indians.  These 
charges,  little  by  little,  were  spread  throughout  the  party  press,  and  a 
strong  demand  was  made  upon  the  President  for  his  removal. 

The  ideas  which  prevailed  at  the  time  concerning  the  rights  of  the  peojtle 
of  Missouri  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  and  the  great  outrage  implied  by 
any  resistance  of  their  will,  will  be  seen  from  the  following  copy  of  a  hand- 
bill, headed  ''People's  Proclamation,"  and  circulated  under  date  of  April 
9,  1855 : 

"Whereas.  Governor  Reeder  has  shown  himself  incompetent  and  unfit  for  the 
duties  of  his  position;  and  whereas,  the  appointment  of  a  man  to  the  Governorship 
of  the  Territory  without  consulting  the  choice  of  those  to  be  governed,  is  an  arbitrary 
exercise  of  power,  the  citizens  of  Kansas  have  therefore  resolved  to  hold  an  election 
at  Fort  Leavenworth  on  the  28th,  to  elect  a  person  to  succeed  Governor  Reeder, 
whose  removal  will  be  solicited.'' 

About  thLs  time  Governor  Reeder  visited  AYashington.  A  strong  South- 
ern party,  headed  by  ^Lr.  Jefferson  Davis,  then  Secretary  of  War,  was 
urging  his  removal.  That  removal  was  demanded  upon  the  ostensible 
grounds  above  suggested,  of  speculation  in  lands,  and  an  attempt  to  pro- 
mote his  private  interests  by  assembling  the  Legislature  at  a  place  incon- 
venient to  its  members.  The  then  Commissioner  of  Indian  Aflairs  was 
made  the  special  mouthpiece  of  that  party,  and  a  correspondence,  wliich 
resulted  quite  satisfactorily  to  the  friends  of  Governor  Reeder,  ensued 
between  him  and  the  Commissioner.  After  two  weeks  in  Washington, 
during  which  Governor  Reeder's  friends,  under  the  form  of  defending  him 
against  these  specific  charges,  were  really  called  upon  to  defend  him  against 
the  inexpressed  but  more  important  charge  that  he  was  not  found  to  be  a 
facile  instrument  in  the  hands  of  those  local  politicians  of  ^lissouri  who 
assumed  to  act  as  representatives  of  the  Pro-Slavery  party  of  the  South,  he 
was  assured  by  the  President  of  his  personal  conhdence,  and  that  he  wa< 
desired  to  return  to  the  Territory  and  continue  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  his  office. 
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The  view  then  taken  by  Southern  men  of  the  actions  of  all  such  as  did 
not  explicitly  coincide  in  their  plans  for  the  introduction  of  slavery,  is 
shown  in  a  letter  to  the  New  York  Herald  of  May  20,  1855,  under  the  title 
of  "The  Scheme  of  the  Administration  to  make  Kansas  a  Free  State": 

"The  particulars  of  an  astounding  game  at  political  hazard  are  shortly  to  be  made 
known  to  the  American  people,  numbering  as  leaders  in  the  performance  no  less 
personages  than  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  Senator  Douglas,  of  Illinois. 
This  exposure  will  demonstrate  to  the  South  how  far  with  safety  to  the  future  it  may 
be  well  to  trust  Northern  politicians  in  their  professions  of  support  to  their  institu- 
tions. .  .  .  The  particulars  attending  the  conspiracy  to  force  upon  Kansas  a 
free-soil  government  comes  to  me,"  <S:c.,  &c. 

In  the  Daily  Pennsylvanian,  a  Democratic  organ  of  great  influence  at 
that  time,  appeared  an  article  about  tlie  20th  of  May,  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  an  extract :  "  We  give  below  an  extract  from  a  letter  to  a  gentle- 
man of  this  city,  from  one  Avho  has  battled  long  and  well  for  the  rights  of 
the  South,  and  who  will  still  aid  it  in  all  that  justly  belongs  to  it.  But  it 
is  very  evident  that  his  feelings  have  been  soured  at  the  conduct  of  the 
Missourians : 

" '  TYashington  City,  May  30,  1855. 
*' '  Governor  Eeeder  has  a  proud  yet  most  critical  position.  The  ro.urderers  in  Mis- 
souri pursue  him  alone,  because  he  will  not  yield  to  their  demand  for  slavery  by 
illegal  votes  in  Kansas.  Had  he  done  so  there  would  not  be  the  skeleton  of  a  Demo- 
cratic party  left  in  the  free  States.  He  might  have  purchased  ease  and  place  by 
letting  the  slave-owners  of  Missouri  take  charge  of  Kansas;  he  might  have  been 
Governor  or  Senator;  but  he  thought  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  North,  and  of  his 
own  honor,  and  he  acted  as  an  honest  and  patriotic  Democrat.  He  goes  back,  and 
will  sell  his  life  dearly  if  any  effort  is  made  to  do  him  personal  injury.  The  fact  is, 
the  South  asked  too  much  of  us.  I  am  sick  of  their  arrogance,  sick  of  their  violence, 
and  resolved  that,  however  ready  I  am  to  stand  by  their  rights,  I  will  not  sustain 
their  wrongs.  Slavery  is  not  God-descended;  it  is  not  a  divinity;  it  is  a  load  to 
carry,  and  we  must  not  have  it  made  heavier  by  arrogant  exaction.* " 

These  excerpts  will  give  some  idea  of  the  seething  political  feeling  of  the 
time,  and  will  cast  light  upon  that  beginning  of  discontent  among  promi- 
nent Democrats  in  the  North,  which  finally  ended  in  the  breaking-off  of  the 
greater  portion  of  that  party  in  solid  mass  from  its  Southern  associations, 
when  Mr.  Davis  and  his  friends,  moving  logically  forward  from  the  position 
which  they  had  taken  in  respect  to  Kansas,  announced  the  secession  of  tlie 
South  and  the  opening  of  the  War  of  the  Kebellion. 

Governor  IJeeder  prepared  to  return  to  Kansas.  On  tlie  day  before  his 
de{)arture  he  received  from  William  L.  ^Marcy,  Secretary  of  State,  a  letter 
desiring  him  to  make  explanations  to  the  President  of  certain  charges 
against  his  oflicial  conduct,  being  the  same  which  have  been  already  men- 
tioned. Governor  Reeder  replied,  informing  the  Secretary  that  he  was  on 
the  eve  of  departure  to  the  Territory,  where  the  Legislature  would  convene 
on  the  2d  of  July,  and  from  that  place  he  would  address  his  reply.  The 
prrss  generally  expressed  the  o{)inion  that  the  President  was  at  last  driven 
to  yield  to  the  demand  for  Governor  I{eedi:,J:',s  removal,  but  that  as  it  wjis 
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impossible  to  assign  the  real  ground,  an  ostensible  ground,  one  less  likely  to 
offend  public  opinion,  had  been  chosen. 

On  his  trip  up  the  Missouri  river  by  the  boat  Polar  Star,  which  arrived 
at  Kansas  City  about  the  20th  of  June,  Governor  Keeder  was  on  several 
occasions  made  the  subject  of  ofTensive  and  insulting  approaches  by  the  peo- 
ple at  the  landings,  and  by  some  of  his  fellow-passengers.  It  was  evident 
that  the  excitement  of  the  ^lissourians  had  been  greatly  increased  during 
his  absence  by  their  failure  .to  procure  his  removal. 

Arriving  at  Kansas  City,  he  departed  immediately  for  Pawnee,  where  the 
Legislature  assembled  on  the  2d  of  July,  and  almost  immediately  adjourned 
to  Shawnee  Methodist  Mission,  about  three  miles  from  Westport,  Missouri. 

The  Governor  had,  by  message,  communicated  to  the  Legislature  his  ob- 
jections to  the  proposed  adjournment,  on  the  ground  that,  under  the  terms 
of  the  Territorial  act,  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  sir  else- 
where than  at  the  place  named  by  him,  and  his  doubt  whether  the  Territory 
would  derive  any  fruits  from  such  legislation  as  might  be  passed  at  another 
place.  This  warning  was  disregarded,  and  the  Governor  felt  called  upon 
to  veto  all  acts  passed  by  that  Legislature,  upon  grounds  which  were  clearly 
and  forcibly  set  forth  in  the  message  vetoing  "An  act  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  and  games  of  chance,  within  one  mile  of  the  Shawnee 
Manual  Labor  School,  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas,''  dated  July  21,  iS55. 
Immediately  following  this  veto.  Governor  Keeder  was  notitied  from  Wash- 
ington of  his  removal,  and  John  L.  Dawson,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  appointed 
in  his  place. 

Thus  relieved  from  whatever  embarrassments  may  have  existed  in  his 
ofHcial  position,  Governor  Peeder  threw  himself  ardently  into  public  aiiairs. 
becoming  an  element  of  great  strerigth  in  counsel  and  in  action  to  the  sorely 
beset  Free-State  party  of  the  Territory.  He  attended  the  first  convt- nrion 
of  that  party  at  P>ig  Springs,  and  was  the  author  of  the  resolutions  pa5se<i 
by  that  convention,  which  rallied  Free-State  men  and  concentrated  them 
for  the  contest  which  was  to  follow. 

This  convention  took  action  aimed  to  rid  the  peo})le  of  the  Territory  from 
the  effects  of  the  Missouri  invasion,  through  which  a  usurping  Legislature 
had  been  foisted  upon  Kansas,  enacting  a  code  of  laws  intended  to  exclude 
and  drive  out  Free-State  settlers.  The  acts  of  that  liCgislature,  inrhiding 
those  providing  for  elections,  were  repudiated  by  tiie  convention.  Siej-ts 
were  taken  towards  the  framing  of  a  Constituti.;»n,  and  ap])lication  to  Con- 
crress  for  admission  under  it  into  the  Union  as  a  State.    (.Governor  Reeder 

to 

was  nominated  by  the  convention  as  a  Delegate  to  Congress.  At  an  election 
provided  for  by  the  convention,  he  was  elected  by  2.840  votes,  as  against 
2,721  votes  which  Mere  cast  for  John  W.  Whitfield  at  an  election  provided 
for  by  the  Pro-Slavery  usurping  Legislature  —  the  larger  part  of  tluj.-e  votes 
being  cast  by  ]N.[issourians  who  had  come  over  for  the  sole  oV>ject  of  voting, 
and  who  were  in  no  sense  citizens  of  Kansas. 
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At  the  assembling  of  Congress  Governor  Reeder  proceeded  to  AVashinjy- 
ton  and  claimed  his  seat,  upon  the  ground  that  he  had  been  elected  by  a 
majority  of  the  legal  votes  cast  in  the  Territory.  In  the  spring  of  1856,  a 
committee  was  appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  consisting  of 
William  A.  Howard  of  ^lichigan,  John  Sherman  of  Ohio,  and  ^lordecai 
Oliver  of  ^Missouri,  to  investigate  the  allegations  made  by  Governor  Reeder 
in  support  of  his  petition  to  be  seated.  The  committee  began  the  taking 
of  testimony  at  Tecumseh,  on  the  5tli  of  May,  1856. 

During  the  spring,  considerable  bodies  of  men,  varying  from  one  to  three 
hundred,  had  come  into  the  Territory,  unaccompanied  by  their  fiimilies 
and  without  the  possession  of  such  property  as  usually  indicated  an  honest 
purpose  to  settle  and  remain.  They  were  from  South  Carolina,  Alabama, 
Georgia,  and  other  Southern  States,  and  were  fully  armed,  and  acted  under 
military  organization.  One,  which  cliiefl}^  attracted  attention,  was  known 
as  "Buford's  Company."  They  were  encamped  about  Leconipton,  and  at 
various  points  within  a  few  miles  of  Lawrence,  and  were  believed  to  be 
guilty  of  various  acts  of  outrage  and  murder  which  then  occurred. 

The  United  States  Court,  presided  over  by  Judge  Lecompte,  of  Maryland, 
whose  affiliations  were  understood  to  be  most  cordially  with  the  Pro-Slavery 
party,  was  convened  at  Lecompton.  At  the  same  time  a  grand  jury  v.-as 
summoned;  and  coincidentally  with  the  Congressional  examination  and  the 
assembly  of  these  armed  men,  the  grand  jury  proceeded  to  examine  into 
charges  of  high  treason  against  Andrew  H.  Reeder,  Charles  Robinson,  James 
H.  Lane  and  others.  A  subpena  was  issued  to  Governor  Reeder,  and  served, 
in  the  presence  of  the  Congressional  Committee,  requiring  his  attendance 
before  tlie  grand  jury.  It  was  suspected  by  his  friends  to  be  the  purpose 
of  the  Pro-Slavery  men,  not  only  to  withdraw  him  from  the  Congressional 
investigation,  and  thus  stitle  discovery,  but  if  possible  to  bring  him  within 
some  real  or  pretended  infraction  of  the  laws  of  the  usurping  Legislature, 
for  wiiich  he  could  be  taken  into  custody  and  retained  in  the  Territory. 

Failing  to  obtain  his  attendance  as  a  witness,  the  grand  jury,  without 
taking  any  testimony  whatever  relating  to  Governor  Reeder,  voted  by  a 
hirge  majority  to  find  an  indictment  against  him  and  Charles  Robinson  for 
treason.  This  was  in  obedience  to  the  charge  by  Judge  Lecompte,  wlio  is 
described. by  Governor  Reeder  as  "a  man  of  frivolous  mind,  little  ability, 
loss  integrity,  great  perversity  and  indolence,  and  limited  knowledge  of  tlie 
law,  who,  having  neither  property,  practice,  nor  reputation  at  home,"  had 
been  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  this  unibrtunate  Territory.  The  plan,  which 
was  openly  discussed  in  tlie  jury  room,  was  to  arrest  Governor  Reeder  under 
whatever  charge,  with  otlier  prominent  Free-State  men  in  the  Territory,  and, 
keeping  them  in  confinement  for  a  few  months,  to  break  down  the  party  in 
iletail. 

After  the  indictment,  another  subpena  was  issued  and  serve<l  upon  Gov- 
vrni.r  Keeder,  re([uiring  him  to  appear  at  Lecompton  to  be  examined  as  a 
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witness  before  the  grand  jury  whicli  had  just  indicted  him.  This  subpena 
the  Governor  was  advised  to  disregard;  and  on  Thursday,  the  8th  of  May, 
he  returned  to  Lawrence  with  a  majority  of  the  committee.  An  attempt 
was  there  made  to  attach  him  for  contempt  of  the  subpena,  but  he  refused 
arrest.  By  this  time  all  possibility  of  Governor  Reeder's  remaining-  with 
safety  to  participate  in  the  investigation  was,  in  the  opinion  of  his  friends, 
at  an  end.  The  object  of  intelligent  Pro-Slavery  managers  was  achieved; 
but  the  anger  of  their  more  ignorant  followers  had  become  so  stirred  that 
great  fears  were  entertained  lest  he  should  be  made  the  object  of  mob  vio- 
lence. Respectable  Pro-Slavery  men,  together  with  all  his  friends,  assured 
him  that  his  life  would  not  be  safe  should  he  remain  openly  in  the  Territory. 
He  was  by  the  aid  of  friends  conveyed  to  Kansas  City,  where  he  was  con- 
cealed for  nearly  two  weeks,  seeing  every  day  the  posse  comitatus  march- 
ing through  the  streets  executing  or  trying  to  execute  writs  in  the  State  of 
Missouri  for  the  arrest  of  fugitives  from  Kansas,  who  were  charged  along 
with  him  in  a  new  general  indictment  for  high  treason.  Charles  Robinson, 
of  Lawrence,  and  others,  endeavoring  to  make  their  way  from  the  Territory, 
were  arrested  at  Lexington  and  other  places  in  Missouri  and  returned  to  the 
Territory,  where  they  were  kept  in  duress  for  several  months. 

After  countless  perils  Governor  Reeder  reached  the  State  of  Illinois  on 
the  27th  of  May.  His  arrival  in  the  free  State  occasioned  the  wildest  ex- 
citement and  enthusiasm.  As  he  journeyed  toward  the  East,  at  ever}" 
principal  town  he  was  detained,  and  great  crowds  of  people  assembled  to 
see  him,  to  welcome  him,  and  to  promise  him  protection  from  any  attempt 
to  retake  him  and  return  him  to  the  Territory. 

To  a  man  reared  in  an  orderly  community,  where  personal  violence  was 
to  be  thought  of  only  as  the  most  unlikely  of  all  dangers,  this  was  a  trying 
experience.  The  courage  and  the  skill  with  which  Governor  Reeder  had 
first  withstood,  and  then  escaped  from  the  mobs  of  his  enemies,  caused  him 
to  be  the  hero  of  the  hour  in  the  North. 

In  the  year  1856  the  Republican  party  for  the  first  time  nominated  a 
candidate  for  the  Presidency,  and  Governor  Reeder  heartily  entered  the 
campaign  in  favor  of  John  C.  Fremont.  At  the  close  of  that  campaign  he 
returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Easton,  and  continued  it  with 
greatly  increased  success.  In  1860  he  was  a  prominent  candidate  before 
the  Republican  conventioti  for  the  Vice-Presidency,  being  nominated  by 
the  Pennsylvania  delegation.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  he  and  General  Nathaniel  Lyon,  afterwards  killed  in  ^lissouri, 
were  appointed  Brigadier  Generals,  being  among  the  first  appointments  to 
that  rank  made  by  xVbraham  Lincoln. 

Governor  Reeder  was  })Ossessed  of  high  natural  qualities  for  a  soldier  — 
courage,  endurance,  power  of  discipline  and  combination — but  he  was 
without  such  experience  as  in  his  opinion  was  necessary  to  justify  any 
conscientious  man  to  assume  important  military  command.    He  declined 
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the  appointment,  expressing  publicly  his  opinion  that  no  man  had  a  right 
to  learn  a  new  trade  or  profession  at  his  time  of  life,  at  the  possible  ex- 
pense of  the  lives  of  other  men.  He  promptly  oftered  his  services  to  the 
Government,  however,  in  any  other  capacity  in  which  they  could  be  useful, 
and  afterwards  was  employed  in  various  important  services,  not  strictly 
military,  during  the  war. 

His  death  occurred,  after  a  short  illness,  at  Easton,  on  the  5th  of  July, 
A.  T>.  1864.  His  memory  should  be  revered  by  every  citizen  of  Kansas  as 
that  of  an  honest  and  fearless  magistrate,  who  gave  to  every  duty  his  best 
intelligence  and  effort,  and  who  in  trying  times  was  willing  to  risk  life,  if 
need  be,  rather  than  to  submit  to  or  permit  the  perpetration  of  wrong  to  the 
infant  Territory  over  which  he  had  charge. 


GOYEKNOR  REEDER'S  ESCAPE  FROM  KANSAS. 


Copy  rBOM  Diaky  or  Governok  A.  H.  Reebee;  Weittex  by  Him  dueixg  the  Peeiod 
WHEN  He  was  Escaping  from:  Kansas  in  Disguise,  in  Mat,  1856.* 


Monday,  May  5. — Left  Lawrence  with  Congressional  Committee  for 
Tecumseh.  Commenced  examination  of  witnesses  there  in  the  afternoon ; 
R.  Rees  assisting  Whitfield. 

Tuesday,  May  6. —  Examined  witnesses.  Took  tea  with  Judge  Elmore. 
Returned  at  9  o'clock  p.  m.  through  the  woods  alone.  Began  to  think  this 
was  rather  imprudent.  Mrs.  Elmore  lives  in  a  cabin  of  one  room;  was 
compelled  to  nurse  her  negroes  and  do  -the  house  work  last  fall ;  she  says 
she  never  cooked  a  meal  before.  She  bears  the  change  well,  and  is  a  most 
excellent  woman. 

Wednesday,  jNIay  7. —  Examined  witnesses  until  4  p.  m.  Learned  from 
the  best  authority  (a  grand  juror  and  others)  that  the  plan  we  had  so  often 
heard  of  was  about  being  carried  out,  to  paralyze  the  Free-State  parry  ; 
that  the  grand  jury  now  in  session  at  Lecompton  had  been  charged  hy  the 
court,  as  had  the  last  grand  jury  at  Delaware,  that  not  only  all  the  otticers 
of  the  State  Government,  but  all  the  judges  of  election,  were  indictable.  A 
number  of  indictments  had  been  found  at  Delaware,  but  for  some  reason 
had  not  been  pressed,  and  the  grand  jury  being  many  of  them  drunk,  sev- 
eral had  been  lost  in  the  street.  A  similar  attempt,  we  knew,  had  been 
made  at  Osawkee,  when  John  Hutchinson  had  been  called  as  a  witness,  and 

*The  extract  from  Governor  Reeder's  diary  isras  received  by  the  Society  from  General  Frank 
lieeder,  with  the  following  letter: 

"Easton,  Nov.  4,  18"<o.— /•''.  G.  Adams,  R<q.,  Tof^ka,  Kamas  —  DkarSir:  I  send  you  by  this  m.iit  a 
oopy  of  the  diary  kept  by  my  father  in  18.')0,  while  escaping  from  Kansas.  It  is  in  one  or  two  ;  !:.ce3 
inoonipltfte.  the  original  having  beeome  so  bliirre<l  as  to  be  indecipherable.  I  have  aildeii  a  C'.'py  ol 
the  wiil  uiade  while  djncealed  in  the  hotel  at  Kansas  City,  the  original  of  which  was  fuund  in  a  ^^m- 
partmeiil  of  the  diary.    Very  trulv  yonrs,  Fr.cnk  Kkedkk.  ' 
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had  refused  to  an^^wer  several  questions,  and  his  refusal  had  been  passed 
over  because  they  were  of  matters  in([uirable  at  Lecompton,  in  another 
county.  Both  these  courts,  as  well  as  that  at  Lecompton,  were  presided 
over  by  Chief  Justice  Lecompte,  a  mau  of  frivolous  mind,  little  ability,  less 
integrity,  great  perversity  and  indolence,  and  limited  knowledge  of  the  law. 
Having  neither  property,  practice,  nor  reputation  at  home,  his  head  became 
turned  by  the  location  of  the  capital  at  the  town  he  had  laid  out  and 
named.  By  this  means  and  the  domineering  habit  of  the  Pro-Slavery  men, 
so  well  adapted  to  operate  on  a  weak  man,  they  have  made  of  him  a  most 
supple  tool.  After  his  charge  to  the  grand  jury  at  Lecompton,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  matter,  and,  without  taking  any  testimony  at  all, 
voted  by  a  large  majority  of  the  16  present  to  find  indictments  against 
Gov.  Robinson  and  myself  for  treason.  James  Whitlock  (a  canting,  sneak- 
ing scoundrel,  who  was  elected  to  the  bogus  Legislature  by  the  1,000  Mis- 
sourians  that  came  over  to  Lawrence  and  took  possession  of  the  polls,  and 
who  does  the  most  atrocious  things  under  the  garb  of  piety),  suggested  that 
it  was  important  to  get  out  of  us  all  the  facts  we  knew,  and  that  perhaps, 
if  they  once  presented  us  for  treason,  they  could  not  put  us  through  an 
examination,  and  if  not,  the  presentment  would  better  be  suppressed,  and 
send  subpenas  for  us  first;  that  we  could  then  be  examined,  and  afterwards 
arrested. 

District  Attorney  Isacks  was  sent  for,  and  inquired  of  whether  we  could 
be  as  well  examined  after  we  were  presented  as  before,  and  he  of  course 
said  "No."  All  of  this  Whitlock  knew  as  well  before,  his  main  object  be- 
ing to  bring  us  to  Lecompton  on  a  subpena,  knowing  that  on  a  warrant  for 
treason  we  would  not  come.  These  details  I  had  from  James  F,  Legate,  one 
of  the  grand  jury,  who  came  up  to.Tecumseh  to  inform  me.  Governor  Rob- 
inson and  Lieutenant  Governor  Roi)erts  and  myself  liad  a  consultation,  and 
all  came  to  the  same  conclusion  —  that  the  plans  of  the  enemy  were  well 
laid;  that  if  we  allowed  them  to  ])ick  up  all  our  leaders,  including  all  the 
State  officers,  members  of  tlie  Legislature,  dkc,  for  an  ofiense  not  bailable, 
and  keep  them  shut  up  for  six  months,  and  until  after  the  next  election,  (as 
they  could,)  that  tliey  would  then  take  our  peo})le  in  detail  and  break  them 
down,  especially  as  they  had  provided  for  a  parade  and  training  of  the  mili- 
tia on  election  day,  and  under  cover  of  this  would  introduce,  without  doubt, 
a  number  of  men  from  ^[issouri.  T!ie  prospect  was  dark,  the  crisis  an  im- 
portant one  and  involving  grave  consequences,  and  yet  we  had  but  brief 
time  to  (;onsult.  Resolved  that  we  must  soon  make  an  open,  organized 
armed  resistance,  and  that  to  make  it  as  effectual  and  justifiable  as  it  is 
already  righteous  and  just,  we  must  do  it  under  and  thnmgh  the  forms  of 
the  State  government,  and  thus  set  up  the  Stat(;  against  the  Territorial  gov- 
ernment. For  this  we  must  call  the  Legislature  togctiier,  i>ass  laws,  organ- 
ize courts,  organize  and  officer  our  militia,  and  supply  them  all  with  arms, 
who  are  not  already  supplied;  that  as  soon  as  our  courts  are  organized  we 
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must  issue  writs  of  habeas  corpus  and  take  their  prisoners  away  from  them, 
and  thus  make  the  issue  of  force  and  blood  in  the  best  shape  we  can.  Codi- 
fying committees  are  already  at  work,  and  some  of  the  laws  will  soon  be 
ready.  The  Legislature  must  be  called  by  the  —  day  of  June,  as  on  that 
day  commences  the  next  court  in  the  Second  District,  when  they  will  all  be 
indicted  and  arrested.  It  is  agreed  also  that  some  one  shall  go  East  to  raise 
men  and  arms  to  prepare  for  this  emergency,  and  for  several  reasons  that 
llobinson  would  "better  go,  after  issuing  his  proclamation  for  the  Legislature 
to  assemble,  leaving  Roberts  to  act  in  his  place.  I  suggested  that  I  would 
like  to  have  them  try  one  of  their  indictments  for  treason  on  me,  and  that 
perhaps  I  should  better  be  arrested.  All  agree  that  much  capital  could  be 
made  out  of  it,  but  the  only  difficulty  is  that  it  will  keep  me  prisoner  till 
October,  when  so  much  is  to  be  done.  I  persisted,  however,  that  I  would 
submit  to  the  arrest  and  try  it.  We  did  not  determine  what  we  would  do 
as  a  last  resort  in  case  the  General  Government  took  the  field  against 
us,  and  gave  us  the  alternative  of  backing  out  or  of  levying  war  against 
them.  This  would  be  not  the  silly  sham  treason  for  which  indictments  are 
found  now,  but  actual  treason  at  least  in  the  letter,  although  as  holy  and 
glorious  in  spirit  as  the  dawn  of  the  Revolution  of  '76.  Robinson  declares 
that  at  least  we  will  wipe  out  the  d — d  Territorial  Government  absolutely 
and  effectually,  and  to  this  we  all  assented. 

Toward  evening  a  Mr.  Fain,  a  new-comer  from  Georgia,  who  has  been  in 
the  Territory  but  two  weeks,  called  and  very  politely  informed  me  that  he 
was  acting  as  Deputy  Marshal,  and  had  a  subpjena  for  me.  I  requested 
him  to  let  me  see  it,  and  he  handed  me  a  copy.  On  looking  at  it  I  discov- 
ered that  it  was  very  irregular  in  form,  and,  as  I  was  not  yet  r-eady  to  be 
arrested  for  treason,  I  determined  not  to  obey  it.  I  accordingly  so  informed 
the  officer,  giving,  as  the  reasons,  my  privilege  as  Delegate  in  Congress,  and 
the  informality  of  the  subpena.  He  left,  and  soon  after  met  Legate,  asked 
where  Robinson  was,  and  was  told  he  had  gone  to  Topeka ;  asked  if  he 
could  go  there  and  subpena  him  with  safety.  Legate  mischievously  told 
him  he  did  not  know,  that  he  must  run  his  own  risks,  which  so  alarmed  the 
Georgian  that  he  at  once  turned  back  to  Lecompton.  The  same  evening 
we  went  back  to  Topeka ;  stayed  till  after  breakfast  of  the  next  day. 

Thursday,  May  8. —  Returned  to  Lawrence,  where  we  met  ^h.  Sherman 
and  Mr.  Oliver,  who  had  gone  to  Lecompton  on  the  evening  before.  Ai  2 
o'clock  p.  M.,  commenced  to  examine  w^itnesses.  Saw  my  Georgia  friend  of 
yesterday  come  in  and  go  up  stairs  for  a  consultation  with  Major  Oliver, 
and  some  friends ;  had  a  small  posse  with  him,  all  armed.  He  soon  came 
into  the  room  and  informed  me  he  had  an  attachment  for  me.  I  put  my- 
self on  my  privilege,  and  claimed  that  the  committee  protect  me,  so  that  I 
could  go  on  with  the  investigation.  They  decided  they  had  no  power  to  in- 
terfere, but  Howard  and  Sherman  expressed  a  positive  opinion  in  favor  of 
my  pi-ivilege  from  arrest  ;  Oliver  diliering  from  them  on  that  point.    I  then 
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stated  how  I  was  privileged,  made  a  full  explanation,  and  declared  that  I 
would  protect  myself,  and  warned  the  officer  that  if  he  arrested  me,  he  did 
so  at  his  peril.  He  and  posse  left  without  making  the  effort.  In  the  mean- 
time I  had  learned  from  good  authority  that  my  life  was  not  safe  from  pri- 
vate assassination  at  Lecompton,  and  I  had  made  up  my  mind  that  I  would 
not  go  there  to  be  kept  for  six  months,  in  danger  of  nightly  assassination 
and  daily  insult,  from  giving  my  help  to  our  cause,  or  fighting  the  pending 
contest  in  Congress,  confined  in  some  miserable  dog-hole  in  the  place — for 
there  are  no  comforts  there.  Same  evening,  by  advice  of  friends,  wrote  to 
Shannon  and  Lecompte  to  say  that,  if  they  would  give  me  their  guarantee 
of  personal  safety  and  immediate  return  to  the  committee,  I  would  come  and 
testify.  Same  night  a  discussion  was  had  whether  I  should  wait  and  fight 
the  posse  that  would  come  after  me,  or  I  leave  the  Territory ;  and  there 
was  a  difference  of  opinion,  all  agreeing,  however,  that  if  the  U.  S.  dragoons 
should  come  down  we  would  submit. 

Ascertained  that  there  were  only  ten  kegs  of  powder  in  Lawrence,  and 
only  200  Sharps'  rifles.  Some  were  in  the  surrounding  country,  however, 
and  5,000  Sharps'  rifle  cartridges  were  reported  on  hand,  so  that  the  ten 
kegs  would  mostly  be  used  for  our  three  pieces  of  artillery  and  the  common 
rifles.  Intelligence  came  in  that  the  enemy  were  ordered  to  muster  at 
Lecompton,  and  had  scouts  out  over  the  country,  and  that  men  were 
prepared  to  come  from  Kickapoo  and  Atchison,  most  of  them  Missourians, 
of  course.  Decided  to  wait  till  next  day,  and  I  stayed  in  my  quarters  at 
the  hotel. 

Friday,  May  9. —  Governor  Robinson  left,  openly,  with  his  wife  for 
Kansas  City  to  take  boat  down  the  river.  Koberts  took  command  —  mes- 
sengers sent  out  to  our  friends  to  be  ready  if  called  for.  Considered  best 
that  I  should  di?ap])ear  for  the  present,  and  about  10  A.  m.  I  left  in  a 
buggy  with  Lyman  xVUen,  and  with  a  borrowed  overcoat  and  cap,  drove  to 
the  ravine  and  walked  down  its  bed  to  E.  AV.  Clark's,  where  I  remained  se- 
creted all  day.  The  companies  were  mustered,  and  spies  were  sent  up  to 
Lecompton.  Answer  received  from  Shannon,  unsatisfactory.  Judge  Le- 
compte says  he  has  no  answer  to  give. 

Eveninfj. —  Picket  guards  posted  a  mile  on  the  road  to  Lecompton. 
Reports  that  they  have  300  men  assembled.  Friends  came  over  to  see  me, 
and  atnong  them  ]\[r.  Howard,  Chairman  of  Congressional  Committee,  Low- 
rey,  Jenkins,  Hutcliinson,  Roberts,  &c.  Prevailing  opinion  that  I  should 
leave  the  Territory  and  attend  to  matters  at  Washington,  and  that  if  I  were 
away  a  fight  could  be  avoided.  Lowrey  says  he  has  askiff  at  mouth  of  ravine 
to  cross  the  river,  and  horses  to  ride  so  as  to  reach  the  Nebraska  line  ;  but  pre- 
fer to  go  to  To})eka,  and  thence  up  the  Laramie  road,  and  to  Nebraska 
City,  about  250  miles.  First  niglit's  travel  will  be  dangerous,  as  we  must 
pass  through  the  enemy's  scouts.  I  preferred  to  go  down  at  night  to  Kan- 
sas City,  if  creeks  can  be  forded.    Determined  by  advice,  however,  to  go 
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^vest,  and  at  midnight  went  over  to  the  town  to  arrange  ;  Lowrey  and 
McClure  to  go  along.  Three  horses  tied  in  the  ravine.  At  hotel  found 
mm  who  agreed  with  me;  and  decided  to  hide  till  tlie  next  evening  and 
then  start  for  Kansas  City ;  Jenkins  to  make  the  arrangements.    Left  at 

once  with  Jenkins  and  rode  to  the  house  of  Morgan  and  G.  W.  Goss, 

who  roused  up  and  gave  me  a  bed ;  (  about  a  mile  south  of  town. ) 

Saturday,  May  10. —  Remained  shut  up  in  bedroom  all  day.  Xews 
from  Lawrence  that  the  posse  had  not  come  down.  At  9  p.  m.,  Jenkins 
came  with  two-horse  carriage,  and  George  Earl  and  McClure,  and  his  own 
saddle  horse.  Concluded  to  avoid  the  main  road  on  account  of  a  company 
at  Franklin  and  the  height  of  the  Wakarusa.  Went  by  Blanton's — missed 
the  road,  and  did  not  reach  Fish's  till  near  1  o'clock  at  night,  too  late  to 
pass  Westport  till  long  after  daylight.  Stayed  at  Fish's  concealed;  put 
horses  and  carriage  out  of  sight. 

Sunday,  May  11. —  Kept  concealed  up  stairs.  Many  persons  passed, 
through  the  day,  and  stopped;  among  them  Milt.  M'Gee,  who  would  have 
given  his  whole  team  to  know  who  was  up  stairs.  Left  at  7:30  p.  m.  Road 
clear.  Arrived  at  Kansas  City  about  2  o'clock  in  the  morning;  found 
T^owrey  waiting,  and  Col.  Eldridge;  room  ready  for  us;  dangerous  neigh- 
bors across  the  passage, 

Monday,  ^lay  12. —  Remained  concealed.  Boat  came  up,  and  among 
passengers  was  G.  W.  Brown,  of  Lawrence.  Rumors  of  a  mob  to  take 
him,  and  I  was  removed  to  No.  25  for  greater  safety.  Brown  shut  himself 
up  in  No.  28.  A  mob  of  30  or  40  assembled,  headed  by  Milt.  M'Gee,  who 
came  into  the  hotel,  and  going  by  mistake  to  O.  C.  Brown's  room,  they 
dragged  him  out  and  took  him  down  town  —  discovered  their  error,  and  let 
him  go.  Col.  Eldridge  came  up  and  informed  me,  that  I  might  be  pre- 
pared. Sent  out  for  about  50  ]Michigan  emigrants,  who  had  come  up  to-day 
and  camped  near  town.  The  Marshal  of  the  town  came  to  the  hotel  and 
took  part  against  the  intruders,  and  soon  had  a  posse.  M'Gee's  men  were 
principally  from  Westport.  Eldridge  thinks  they  do  not  know  I  am  here, 
but  may  tumble  on  me  in  searching  for  Brown.    Looking  out  of  my  front 

windows,  however,  I  saw  and  heard  M'Gee,  H.  C.  Pate,  Winchester, 

 Brockett,  and  another,  in  conversation,  and  Pate  was  instructing  a 

man  to  go  in  and  look  for  some  one,  and  described  me,  so  that  from  what  I 
heard  I  recognized  the  description.  Lowrey  heard  that  they  were  also  after 
him.  The  prospect  of  being  overpowered,  however,  deterred  any  further 
effort,  and  in  the  afternoon  they  suddenly  left.  In  the  evening  it  was  found 
that  men  were  posted  all  around  the  house  to  prevent  any  escapes  —  all 
over  the  hill  back  of  the  house  and  in  the  hacks  and  wagons  in  front,  be- 
sides those  walking  up  and  down  the  street.  No  light  kept  in  my  room, 
which  Mrs.  Arms  had  kindly  abandoned  to  me. 

Tuesday,  May  13. —  Learned  that  Brown  was  still  in  the  house,  and  that 
Robinson  and  wife  had  been  stopped  at  Lexington,  Missouri;  a  party  of 
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men  coming  on  the  boat  and  taking  him  off  and  sending  up  a  committee  to 
the  Territory  to  know  if  he  was  wanted.  I  advised  Lowrey  to  leave  by  the 
first  boat,  and  lie  did  so  in  dis<>jiiise.  Before  leavina;  I  had  him  to  write  a 
letter  directed  to  me  at  Chicago,  and  mail  it  loosely  sealed,  to  induce  the 
belief  that  I  was  in  the  States,  by  the  way  of  Nebraska  and  Iowa,  as  we 
were  confident  they  would  open  it.  I  instructed  him  also,  if  he  got  safe  to 
St.  Louis,  to  telegraph  up  here  that  he  had  heard  from  me  and  that  I  was 
safe  in  Chicago.  I  remained  a  prisoner  in  my  room,  but  was  most  kindly 
waited  on  by  the  ladies,  ]Mrs.  Arms,  Mrs.  Lyman,  Mrs.  Coates,  and  ^Irs. 
Monroe  Eldridge,  who  took  a  lively  interest  in  my  safety,  and  whose  kind- 
ness I  cannot  soon  forget. 

Evening. —  Colonel  Eldridge  came  to  my  room,  much  excited,  to  say 
that  the  Deputy  Marshal,  with  two  of  the  same  posse  that  had  come  to  ar- 
rest me  at  Lawrence,  had  just  arrived  and  were  in  the  house.  AVe  con- 
cluded of  course  that  they  were  after  me,  and  I  supposed  they  had  heard  of 
my  leaving  Lawrence  on  Saturday  evening.  I  told  him  they  could  not  ar- 
rest me  here  on  process  from  the  Territory,  and  I  would  not  submit  —  but 
that  they  had  probably  found  an  indictment  against  me  for  treason  or  some- 
thing else,  and  in  that  case  might  get  process  for  me  here,  and  if  so,  and 
they  came  with  Missouri  process  and  a  Missouri  officer,  he  should  get  him- 
self into  no  trouble,  but  bring  them  at  once  to  my  room.  Expecting  them 
to  come,  I  concealed  this  diary,  and  made  preparatioiLS.  I  remained  up,  till 
midnight,  and  there  was  a  constant  running  up  and  down  from  the  street  to 
their  room.    At  12  o'clock  I  wxnt  to  bed  and  slept  soundly. 

Wednesday,  ]May  14. —  Colonel  Eldridge  came  to  my  room  this  morn- 
ing much  pleased,  to  say  that  the  party  of  yesterday  had  said  nothing  of 
me,  but  had  said  they  were  after  Lowrey  and  Pomeroy.  He  stated  also 
that  the  night  before  G.  W.  Brown,  accompanied  by  Jenkins,  had  started 
for  Lawrence,  and  had  been  stopped  on  the  road  by  [M'Gee's  party  of  ^lis- 
sourians  (without  any  process,  of  course),  and  made  prisonei*s.  Have  not 
learned  what  is  done  with  them.  Three  boats  up  this  morning,  and,  as  the 
Sultan  left  on  her  way  up  the  river,  I  heard  a  great  hurrah,  and  looked 
out,  expecting  that  Robinson  had  been  brought  up.  To  my  relief  I  found 
that  it  was  a  parting  cheer  to  the  ^larshal's  party,  who  were  starting  up  the 
river  to  Leavenworth.  After  dinner  it  was  thought  best  to  remove  me  to 
25,  as  the  disturbance  of  orderly  arrangements,  consequent  upon  ^Ir.  and 
jMrs.  Arms  being  out  of  their  room,  and  the  door  being  locked  all  day, 
might  excite  suspicion  ;  and  it  was  accordingly  done.  Matters  are  now  quiet, 
and  if  nothing  new  should  turn  up,  and  I  can  find  a  boaf  that  lies  here 
all  night,  and  a  Captain  that  is  favorable  to  our  cause — .  It  would  seem 
that  there  is  no  suspicion  of  my  presence  here,  although  some  circumstances 
secern  to  render  this  uncertain.  At  all  events  I  am  anxious  to  get  orF,  as, 
since  the  arrest  of  Bobinson,  it  will  devolve  upon  me  to  go  to  the  Govern- 
ors of  Ohio  and  Michigan,  and,  periuips,  Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  for  help  for 
our  people  against  Missouri. 
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Thursday,  May  15. —  Matters  passed  off'  as  usual.  Kindly  treated  and 
elaborately  cared  for  by  the  ladies,  who  bring  me  ray  meals  and  all  sorts  of 
nice  things  to  eat;  who  place  early  flowers  in  my  room  and  attend  to  all 
my  comforts,  and  at  the  same  time  eluding  detection  by  the  most  watclifiil 
ingenuity  and  the  most  amazing  stratagems.  ]My  imprisonment  would  be 
anything  but  irksome,  were  it  not  that  my  spirit  chafes  to  be  about  tlie 
work  of  procuring  from  the  States  the  aid  so  much  needed  by  our  abused 
and  persecuted  people,  (aid,  too,  which  will  soon  be  needed,)  and  also  thai 
I  long  to  join  my  idolized,  noble  wife,  and  my  precious,  dearly-loved  chil- 
dren, to  quiet  the  fears  and  anxieties  -which  they  must  feel  only  the  more 
keenly  when  Lowrey  gets  home  and  informs  them  that  I  am  a  concealed 
fugitive  in  the  enemy's  country. — ^leanwhile,  the  work  of  violence  and  per- 
secution goes  on.  I  learn  that  Jenkins  and  Brown  are  still  prisoners  at 
Westport,  without  process;  that  travelers  are  stopped  on  the  road  —  even 
the  mail  stages  searched,  and  passengers  taken  out  when  they  happen  to  be 
obnoxious.  One  traveler,  coming  down  from  Lawrence,  was  stopped  on 
the  road,  and  ordered  to  open  his  carpet-bag  to  see  if  he  had  any  letters  or 
dispatches  from  Lawrence,  and,  as  he  refused  to  be  searched,  it  was  cut 
open  by  the  ruffians.  1  learn  that  court  at  Lecompton  has  adjourned  — 
that  Shannon  has  left  because  he  has  no  control.  This  is  probably  a  mis- 
take; I  cannot  believe  it.  About  100  young  men  from  the  South,  said  Xk> 
be  from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  arrived,  as  I  am  told,  last  evening,  all 
armed  and  equipped  after  the  fashion  of  Buford's  men,  who,  from  their 
appearance,  equipments,  acts,  and  conversation,  have  evidently  come,  not 
as  emigrants,  but  only  to  fight.  About  half  of  them  went  on  to  Leaven- 
worth, and  the  residue  landed  here  and  went  into  the  Territory,  leaving  their 
trunks  here  with  Mr.  Taylor,  and  saying  that  they  did  not  want  them  along, 
as  the  fight  would  probably  be  over  in  a  few^  weeks,  and  then  they  would 
go  back.  This  looks  as  though  the  crisis  was  to  come  sooner  than  we  ex- 
pected. God  grant  it  may  not  be  till  we  can  get  more  men,  more  arms, 
and  more  powder. 

Evening. — Mr.  Coates  came  to  my  room  and  told  me  startling  news. 

He  says  that  he  learned  from  S  ,  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  that  it 

has  been  for  some  time  determined  to  assemble  all  the  force  they  can  in  the 
Territory  and  from  ^Missouri,  until  they  raise  2,000  men,  and  then  attack 
and  destroy  Lawrence  ;  that  S  sa^^s  he  received  a  summons  command- 
ing him  to  be  there  —  that  the  plan  is  for  parties  to  go  in  by  byways  and  in 
small  parties,  so  as  to  avoid  detection,  and  when  all  is  ready,  to  have  pre- 
texts furnished  by  the  finding  of  indictments  and  issuing  of  writs^  and 
taking  the  whole  as  the  ^larshal's  posse,  to  march  into  Lawrence  by  night, 
and  destroy  the  place  and  people.  He  states  also  that  he  informed  Robin- 
son of  this  last  Friday  evening,  and  at  Robinson's  instance  went  up  on  Sat- 
urday, arrived  there  Saturday  night,  and  made  it  knovrn  to  our  people. 
This  accounts  for  my  not  having  heard  it,  as  1  was  not  in  Lawrence  after  I  n- 
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day  night.  He  says  also  that  Donaldson,  the  Marshal,  has  issued  a  procla- 
mation calling  for  a  force,  and  reciting  generally  that  he  has  \vrits  against 
sundry  citizens  of  Lawrence.  He  says  also,  on  the  authority  of  Colonel 
Sumner,  that  Shannon  had  become  alarined,  but  was  powerless,  and  no  bet- 
ter than  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  those  around  him ;  that  he  had  essayed 
to  take  into  his  own  hands  the  collection  of  a  posse,  but  the  Marshal  would 
not  allow  it ;  that  he  had  then  insisted  that  Donaldson  should  not  accept 
the  services  of  any  Missourians,  to  which  a  reluctant  assent  was  given,  but 
that  this  was  a  mere  evasion,  and  that  there  were  camps  of  Missourians  now 
in  the  Territory,  who  call  themselves  Georgians,  as  was  learned  from  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Wise,  who  was  in  the  camp.  There  have  come  to  the 
Territory  this  spring  some  300  or  400  young  men,  including  Buford's  party, 
who  evidently  came  here  to  fight,  and  whose  leaders  probably  undei-stood 
the  whole  programme  before  they  left  home. 

Under  cover  of  these  men  and  assuming  their  name  and  character,  the 
cititizens  of  Missouri  will  doubtless  come  over.  Mr.  Coates  also  says, 
on  authority  of  Colonel  Sumner,  that  Shannon  has  actually  fled  the  country, 
under  pretense  of  business,  to  avoid  the  storm  which  he  cannot  control  and 
dare  not  face.  Also,  that  our  friends  at  Lawrence  sent  a  messenger 
(Captain  Walker)  to  Shannon,  with  a  letter  requesting  him  to  order  out  the 
troops  for  the  defense  of  the  town  ;  that  Walker  had  difficulty  to  get  into 
town,  and  was  compelled  to  conceal  hiTiiself,  and  send  in  another  person ; 
that  he  w"as  recognized  and  fired  at,  but  not  hit.  Shannon's  reply  was  writ- 
ten while  surrounded  by  the  ultra  men  about  him,  and  was  evasive  and 
unsatisfactory.  Also,  that  the  attack  was  fixed  for  to-morrow  evening. 
This  is  most  alarming  news,  and  I  tremble  for  our  people.  How  unfortu- 
nate that  we  cannot  all  be  there  !  My  first  thought  was  to  return  ;  but  on 
telling  Mr.  Coates  so,  he  declared  it  impossible,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  is 
right.  The  road  is  well  watched,  and  I  should  be  stopped  and  captured. 
It  is  mortifying  to  think  that  the  great  decisive  battle  of  the  cause  is  .to  be 
fought  so  near  me,  and  I  to  have  no  share  in  it  —  at  least  no  share  in  the 
glory,  although  probably,  as  the  fight  must  roll  here,  I  shall  share  the 
danger. 

Friday,  May  16. — Still  shut  up  in  my  room,  the  monotony  relieved  only 
by  an  occasional  visit  from  some  of  the  ladies.  Colonel  Eldridge,  who  went 
to  Lawrence  two  or  three  days  ago,  is  expected  back  to-night.  Monroe 
Eldridge  called  in,  a  moment,  to  bring  me  some  cigars,  and  says  that  the 
rifles,  which  Jenkins  sent  up  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  last,  got  safe,  concealed 
in  the  wagon,  as  far  as  Franklin,  and  were  there  taken  by  the  party  sta- 
tioned there.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  as  our  friends  need  them.  He  says 
also  that  all  persons  suspected  of  going  to  the  help  of  Lawrence  are  st(^pped, 

and  that  baggage  is  searched  on  the  road.    i\[r.  Coates  says  that  S  

thinks  the  attack  will  not  be  made  to-night.  Jenkins,  he  says,  was  released 
at  Westport,  only  on  condition  that  he  should  not  go  to  Lawrence ;  and  as 
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he  was  on  his  way  to -this  pkce  he  was  arrested  again  by  M'Gee  —  without 
process,  of  course.  No  arrangement  yet  made  about  a  boat  to  go  down  ou. 
I  begin  to  feel  uneasy,  and  urged  ]Mr.  Coates  to  fix  upon  one,  and  make  the 
bargain. 

Saturday,  May  17. —  Colonel  Eldridge  did  not  return,  as  expected  last 
night,  and  no  intelligence  from  him.  Cannon,  it  is  said,  have  gone  up  to 
Lecompton,  and  a  load  of  cannon  balls  from  Lexington.  One  piece  of 
cannon  is  at  AV-estport,  waiting  for  the  party  that  is  to  take  it  up.  This 

morning  the  ladies  had  great  dithculty  in  waiting  on  me.    Mrs.  E  and 

and  Mrs.  W  ,  and  a  new-comer,  all  seemed  as  though  their  suspicions 

were  excited,  and  they  on  the  watch.  Mrs.  Coates  and  Mi's.  Monroe 
Eldridge  were  in  my  room,  and  it  was  a  long  time  before  they  could  leave 
it.  Mrs.  Eldridge  was  probably  seen  to  come  out.  Afterwards,  when  I  was 
taken  to  oSTo.  27,  until  my  room  could  be  ordered  up  and  left  to  stand  0}>en 

a  while  to  avert  suspicion  from  it,  I  was  certainly  seen  by  3Irs.  S  ,  or 

the  new-comer.  Tliis  afternoon  a  report  reaches  here  that  I  was  captured 
at  Leavenworth.  Boat  after  boat  passes  down  before  my  window,  and  my 
confinement  begins  to  be  more  and  more  galling  and  chafing.  I  must  leave 
here  soon,  at  all  risks.  My  wife,  to  whom  I  dare  not  write,  and  could  give 
no  consolation  if  I  did,  must  be  alarmed  at  the  newspaper  accounts  and 
Lowrey's  report,  and  I  must  get  away  from  here.  The  North  must  be 
raised  to  the  help  of  our  people.  This  morning  I  urged  Mrs.  Coates  to  have 
her  liusband  get  me  oft'  as  quick  iis  possible.  This  evening  I  have  a  note 
from  him,  in  which  he  says  that  the  Amazon  will  be  here  to-morrow  night, 
and  he  will  try  to  get  me  on  board.  God  grant  he  may.  The  nights  have 
been  very  unfavorable,  and  are  so  still.  It  has  been  bright  moonlight  for 
a  week  past.  News  to-night  from  Lawrence  by  Colonel  Ekiridge's  hack 
driver.  The  Colonel  has  stayed  there  on  account  of  a  sick  child,  whom  he 
cannot  remove.  Things  still  in  statu  quo;  the  people  full  of  apprehension, 
and  the  enemy  encamped  around  them, 

Sunday,  May  18. — M.  F.  Conway  and  P.  C.  Schuyler,  who  landed  here 
two  or  three  days  ago  on  their  way  to  the  Territory,  are  still  here,  although 
they  contemplate  going  up  to  Lawrence  every  day  if  they  can.  They  are 
in  No.  26,  opposite  my  room,  and  I  hear  them  discuss  the  matter.  They 
are  not  aware  of  my  being  here.  They  leave  by  the  boat  W.  Campbell,  to 
go  up  the  Missouri  river,  no  doubt  finding  it  impossible  to  get  to  Lawrence. 
[  learn  that  last  night  the  ferry  boat  Lizzie  came  down  from  Lawrence, 
having  made  a  trip  there,  and  brings  discouraging  news  to  the  effect  that 
our  friends  there  are  dispirited  and  weak,  and  must  be  defeated,  which  is 
only  another  name  for  the  destruction  of  the  town  and  slaughter  of  the 
peo{)le.  Tliis  afternoon  a  body  of  some  20  horsemen  crossed  the  ferry  from 
Clay  county  and  took  the  road  to  the  Territory.  Immediately  atur, 
«-  b'Jggy  with  two  sorrel  horses  driven  by  a  young  man,  said  to  come 
from  Westport,  crossed  also.    This  was  probably  the  set  of  chief  plotters 
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who  did  Dot  desife  to  be  on  tlie  ground  till  the  last  blow  was  to  be  struck, 
and  who  are  now  notified  to  come.  Coates  wishes  me  to  leave  the  house, 
and  go  to  jNIr.  Brown's,  up  the  ravine.  On  reflection,  declined  it  as  an  in- 
crease of  risk,  and  determined  to  remain  here;  but  it  is  plain  I  must  be  off 
before  the  assailants  of  Lawrence  come  here,  for  they  will  swarm  down  here 
like  a  pack  of  wolves,  and  will  probably  search  the  house.  Coates  says  the 
Amazon  will  be  down  to-night,  and  he  can,  he  thinks,  get  me  on  board,  as 
he  is  well  acquainted  with  Captain  Choteau. 

Midnight. — Amazon  has  not  arrived  as  expected. 

Monday,  May  19. —  The  Amazon  still  not  here,  and  this  almost  the  last 
chance  to  get  off.  If  she  should  be  delayed  till  to-night  it  might  yet  an- 
swer. 

12  o'clock.- — Amazon  arrives  and  goes  down  the  river  without  me.  The 
W.  Campbell  may  be  here  to-night. 

Sundown. — The  W.  Campbell  is  not  here,  and  probably  will  not  come. 
In  the  evening  a  whistle  sounds.  Mrs.  Wilcox,  who  happens  to  be  in  the 
room,  looks  out  of  the  window  and  says  it  is  a  boat  coming  up.  She  proves 
to  be  the  ^lartha  Jewett,  which  has  some  40  or  50  Southerners  on  board, 
and  was  expected  to  bring  Robinson.  A  few  of  them  stop  here,  and  in  the 
usual  style  proclaim  that,  if  the  people  here  want  any  country  taken  they 
are  ready  to  take  it.  Great  cheering  at  the  wharf.  How  different  from 
the  arrival  of  Northern  men  I  With  the  one  it  is  a  fillibustering  adven- 
ture, a  drunken  spree,  full  of  pistols,  guns,  hurrahs,  boasting,  <fcc.  With 
the  other  it  is  the  business  of  life,  and  they  come  quietly  with  no  noise  or 
display,  and  immediately  go  to  buying  oxen,  wagons,  plows,  c^c. 

Midnight- — and  the  W.  Campbell  is  not  here.  This  is  the  more  to  be 
regretted,  as  she  would  be  a  sure  boat  for  us  in  all  respects.  For  the  first 
time  I  begin  to  despond.  I  think  constantly  of  my  dear  wife  and  Ida. 
They  will  see  all  the  news  and  be  worked  up  to  the  highest  pitch  at  the 
uncertainty  of  my  fate ;  and  now  Lowrey  has  about  reached  home,  from 
whom  they  will  expect  everything,  and  all  that  he  can  tell  will  make  the 
matter  worse  instead  of  better.  My  poor,  dear  wife!  How  happy  I  will 
be  if  I  can  get  once  into  a  civilized  country  and  to  a  telegraph  office,  that  I 
can  relieve  her  distress. 

Tuesday,  May  20.— -At  7^^  o'clock  this  morning  the  W.  Campbell 
sounded  her  whistle,  having  stayed  at  Leavenworth  hist  night  — only  three 
hours'  run.  I  learn  that  she  has  but  one  or  two  passengers.  What  an  ad- 
mirable opportunity  is  lost!    The  fates  seem  to  be  against  us. 

11  a.  m. — The  J.  H.  Lucas  goes  up;  an  unpropitious  boat,  even  if  going 
down.  An  awkward  occurrence  happened  indoors.  Having  not  been  out 
of  my  room  for  several  days,  j\Irs.  Monroe  Eldridge  and  [Mrs.  Wilcox 
called  me  out  into  No.  26  to  clean  up,  and  as  No.  26  has  no  lock,  the  cham- 
bermaid stepped  in,  aud,  though  called  back  at  once,  probably  saw  me.  Af- 
terwards she  knocked  at  the  door  and  I  opened  it  and  met  her  face  to  face. 
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She  stepped  back  and  said  she  would  come  again.  This  is  very  awkward, 
and  makes  it  necessary  for  us  to  decide  whether  we  will  trust  her  in  full 
and  bribe  her.  Edward  Eldridge  says  he  will  talk  to  her.  He  has  done 
so,  and  I  have  done  the  same,  and  have  applied  the  universal  argument. 
She  promises  well,  and  I  have  some  confidence.  Coates  and  Conant  are 
exceedingly  anxious  1  shall  take  a  wagon  fitted  as  for  an  emigrant,  and  pa.ss 
through  Missouri  to  Iowa,  and  they  have  engaged  a  man  to  go.  I  regret 
they  have  done  so,  for  I  do  not  consider  it  at  all  safe.  The  J.  M.  Converse 
(Capt.  Bowman,  from  Pittsburgh)  is  expected  this  evening,  and  it  is  now 
arranged  that  Coafes  shall  speak  to  him,  and  that  if  possible  I  shall  go  on 
board  to-night  and  pass  up  the  river  with  him  and  then  down.  About  8 
o'clock  the  Edinboro  came  down  (Capt.  Abeel),  and,  as  she  is  to  lie  here  all 
night,  and  the  sky  is  cloudy,  I  feel  anxious  to  get  on  board.  The  Cou- 
vers  may  pass  up  and  down  in  the  daytime.  On  sending  for  Mr.  Coates  I 
find  he  has  gone  to  Westport,  being  sent  for  by  Gov.  Robinson,  who  has 
been  brought  up  on  his  way  to  Lecompton.  Sent  to  Conant,  in  whose 
hands  Coates  left  the  matter.  Monroe  Eldridge  says  Conant  refuses;  that 
he  is  afraid  of  the  consequences  to  himself  and  his  store  if  it  should  be 
known,  and  he  considers  it  too  dangerous  to  approach  the  captain  with  any 
proposition.  I  sent  to  liim  then  to  go  on  board  or  elsewhere,  and  oniy 
learn  the  captain's  name  and  his  political  opinions;  to  do  so  that  I  can 
judge  if  I  dare  send  for  him,  and  make  the  proposal  myself,  as  he 
may  not  know  me.  But  Conant  fears  to  do  even  this.  Edward  Eldridge 
is  sick,  Colonel-  is  gone.  Arms  is  not  well,  and  Monroe  has  the  whole  busi- 
ness on  his  hands.  Sent  for  Mr.  Taylor,  who  agreed  at  once  and  went 
aboard;  reported  in  an  hour  that  the  captain  was  £i'om  Alabama,  and  that 
some  of  the  new  Alabama  emigrants  were  on  the  boat  talking  and  drink- 
ing with  him,  and  all  their  toasts  and  conversation  were  of  the  most  violent 
pro-slavery  character.  Of  course  we  gave  it  up,  although  I  am  by  no  means 
certain  that  Captain  Abeel  could  not  have  been  bribed  by  a  shrewd  man. 
Up  to  midnight  the  Converse  has  not  arrived.  Arrangements  made  to  call 
me  when  she  comes  unless  the  captain  will  agree  to  be  here  all  night,  as  he 
returns  down. 

Wednesday,  May  21. —  At  7  o'clock  a.  m.  Mrs.  Coates  knocked,  and  I 
was  obliged  to  jump  into  bed  after  letting  her  in.  She  says  the  Converse 
arrived  at  5  a.  m.  ;  that  Mr.  Coates  has  seen  him,  and  he  says  if  I  w  ill  come 
to  Weston  or  Lexington,  the  places  where  he  stays  all  night,  he  will  take 
me.  She  comes  from  her  husband,  for  an  answer.  AVhat  nonsense!  Drive 
43  miles  to  Weston,  or  twice  that  distance  to  Lexington,  through  most  dan- 
gerous neighborhoods  to  dangerous  places.  I  urged  her  to  have  Coates  tell 
Bowman  at  once  who  the  passenger  was  to  be,  to  offer  him  $200,  either  to 
run  down  here  Friday  night,  or  hold  back  so  as  to  lie  here  on  Saturday 
night.  She  left  to  carry  my  message.  It  is  now  nearly  4  r.  m.  and  I  have 
no  answer.  Coates  has  gone  to  Lecompton  to  attend  to  Kobinson.  1  must 
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then  get  along  without  him.  The  prospect  is  dull  indeed.  Had  Colonel 
Eldridge  been  here  I  feel  sure  I  could  have  been  off*;  but  I  cannot  expect 
him  now  until  the  Lawrence  difficulties  are  over,  and  then  he  will  probably 
bring  the  whole  swarm  of  invaders  along.  3Irs.  Coates  has  just  been  in  to 
say  that  her  husband  has  unexpectedly  returned  ;  that  the  Deputy  ]\Iarshai 
did  not  consider  it  safe  to  take  Robinson  to  Lecompton,  among  the  posse 
there  assembled.  She  says  also  that,  although  he  was  sent  for  as  Kobin- 
son's  counsel,  he  was  not  allowed  to  have  any  private  conv'ersation  with 
KobinsoD,  that  the  Deputy  Marshal  sat  by  and  insisted  on  hearing  all  the 
conversation.  What  intolerable  tyranny,  unheard  of  in  the  history  of  crim- 
inal jurisprudence !  She  again  presses,  as  her  husband's  request,  the  plan 
of  going  through  Missouri,  which  is  so  distasteful  to  me.  I  inquired  of  her 
what  Captain  Bowman  said  as  to  having  his  boat  here  on  Friday  night. 
She  says  that  Coates  had  gone  to  the  boat,  but  could  not  find  him,  and 
therefore  nothing  else  had  been  said.  Thus  is  lost  all  chance  of  this  desir- 
able boat.  Coates  called  this  evening.  He  was,  with  Colonel  AY.  Russell, 
of  Lexington,  also  counsel  for  Robinson,  denied  all  private  convei^ation 
with  him.  Mr.  Preston,  the  Deputy  Marshal,  who  had  Robinson  in  cus- 
tody, stated  that  he  kept  a  guard  at;  the  door  of  the  room,  not  to  prevent 
Robinson  from  escaping,  but  to  protect  him — that  men  had  threatened  to 
kill  Robinson  if  they  had  to  kill  the  men  who  had  him  in  custody.  He  also 
stated  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  take  Robinson  up  to  Lecompton  at  pres- 
ent, on  account  of  their  own  men,  who  would  probably  take  him  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  officers  and  kill  him.  Coates  says  that  a  Free-State  man  by 
the  name  of  Jones  had  been  coldly  shot  down  and  murdered  at  Blauton  by 
three  Southerners — shot  in  the  back  as  he  was  riding  off  unsuspectingly. 
Russell,  who  acts  as  counsel  for  liobinson,  and  knew  him  in  California,  is 
denounced  and  threatened  also.  But  he  says  he  is  the  friend  and  counsel 
of  Robinson,  and  will  stand  by  him.  Coates  states  also  that  Conway  and 
Schuyler  were  taken  off  the  boat  at  Parkville,  on  their  way  to  Leaven- 
worth, and  kept  there  some  time,  then  discharged.  Robinson  wishes  the 
people  of  Lawrence  to  make  no  fight  or  resistance.  Edward  Eldridge 
brings  me  a  disguise  ;  pants  too  small. 

Thursday,  May  22. — This  morning  the  Star  of  the  West.  A  note  from 
Coates  is  thrown  over  my  door,  saying  that  Lawrence  is  taken.  Hotel  de- 
stroyed. A  messenger  from  the  enemy's  camp  came  in  and  took  boat  im- 
mediately down  the  river;  w^ould  give  no  particulars  except  to  say  tliat  Col. 
Eldridge  and  family  were  safe.  The  mob  will  pn>bably  be  here  to-night 
or  to-day,  and  will  be  very  likely  to  attack  or  search  the  house.  What 
will  become  of  me?  How  bitterly  I  realize  that  if  I  had  had  a  thorough, 
efficient,  zealous  friend  outside,  I  would  now  be  safe  in  the  States.  For 
three  or  four  days  have  1  been  seeking  to  get  the  particulars  of  the  plan  to 
cross  Missouri  to  Iowa,  and  in  vain.  Last  night  Coates  did  not  know  them 
himself,    ^^y  poor,  dear  wife !    She  is  uppermost  in  my  thoughts.  How 


GOVERNOR  REEDER'S  ESCAPE  FROM  KANSAS. 


25 


much  I  reflect  on  tfie  agonizing  suspense  that  now  makes  her  nights  restless 
and  her  days  miserable;  day  after  day  looks  in  vain  for  letter  or  dispatch  ; 
with  trembling  hand  opening  each  day  the  newspaper,  only  to  be  left  in  the 
fcame  uncertainty  and  misery.  And  should  I  be  murdered  by  this  crazy, 
drunken  mob,  as  is  probable  if  they  should  discover  me,  she  will  probably 
first  learn  it  froui  a  newspaper.  God  have  mercy  on  her  and  ray  dear, 
dear  Ida,  my  jown  fond  Emma  and  my  three  loved  and  precious  boys, 
whose  hearts  are  all  filled  with  the  image  of  their  father,  and  whom,  next 
to  their  noble,  generous,  inestimable  mother,  1  love  with  the  deepest  affec- 
tion. How  these  ties  drag  me  down !  If  not  for  them  how  boldly  and 
proudly  could  I  not  denounce  and  defy  my  pursuers,  and  die  in  conflict 
with  a  thousand  of  them.  But  God's  will  be  done.  If  I  am  taken  from 
the  dear  ones  he  has  given  me  it  will  be  for  the  best,  and  He  will  Ciire  for 
them.  Intelligence  comes  in  more  and  more  certainly  that  this  hotel  is  to 
be  destroyed.  The  Pro-Slavery  boarders  are  leaving  and  taking  away  their 
families  and  baggage.  Persons  in  the  secrets  of  the  Pro-Slavery  party 
come  privately  and  warn  their  friends  in  the  house.  Gen.  Calhoun  has 
left.  Last  night,  while  he  mnst  have  known  that  Lawrence  wai?  being  de- 
stroyed, his  daughter  gave  a  party  here. 

Mr.  Leonard  Arms  comes  in  to  say  that  it  is  beyond  all  question  the 
intention  to  destroy  this  house,  as  soon  as  they  get  back  from  Lawrence; 
but  he  thinks  that  if  I  can  get  out  by  8  or  9  o'clock,  I  can  get  away.  Sad 
chance!  I  can  perhaps  find  a  place  to  stay  for  a  few  days,  but  how  am  I 
to  get  aw'ay?  Coates  says  that  Conant's  man  is  now  unwilling  to  go:  that  he 
is  afraid  of  being  caught.  It  is  rtow  1  o'clock  p.  m.  "What  will  twenty-tVmr, 
or  even  twelve,  hours  produce?  If  I  am  taken  by  these  demons,  especially 
when  herded  together  on  this  enterprise  and  maddened  with  liquor,  I  know 
I  shall  not  live  an  hour.  If  I  can  refrain  from  speaking  or  thinking  of 
my  wife  and  children,  I  think  I  can  show  them  how  a  brave  and  hone^^t 
man  can  die.  But  when  I  recur  to  them,  my  throat  chokes  and  my  eyes 
fill. 

Mrs.  Coates  reports  that  I  can  go  to  Brown's,  but  that  I  must  not  come 
till  after  dark.  It  is  now  5  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  I  have  put  on  such  disguise 
as  I  can  get,  the  dress  of  an  Irish  laborer.  Have  cut  off  my  whole  beard 
and  soiled  my  face  with  cork,  burnt.  The  ladies,  and  Mr.  Edward  and 
Monroe  Eidridge,  have  been  in,  and  w'e  had  a  hearty  laugh  over  it,  although 
it  is  a  matter  of  life  and  death.  Thus  do- extremes  meet..  But  mirth  ai 
such  a  time  is  spasmodic,  and  can  last  but  a  moment,  to  be  followed  by  a 
reaction. 

As  I  write,  a  party  of  the  invaders  come  down  and  cross  the  ferry  on 
their  way  home,  shouting  threats  against  the  American  Hotel,  and  whoop- 
ing and  yelling  like  Indians,  and,  as  soon  as  they  reach  the  opposite  shore, 
firing  off  their  arms.  They  linger  there  as  though  they  may  intend  to 
return.  Give  me  four  hours  more  and  will  leave  the  house.  I  have  written 
a  hasty  last  will,  which  I  leave  in  this  book,  care  of  Mr.  Coates. 
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6  o'clock. —  A  meeting  of  the  citizens  has  been  held,  at  which  the  Mayor 
presided.  It  ^Ya3  ascertained  that  not  more  than  60  men  could  be  raised 
to  defend  the  house,  and  arms  for  not  more  than  25  or  30;  and  the  Mayor 
informs  Edward  Eldridge  that  he  cannot  undertake  to  defend  it,  unless  he 
can  show  the  papers  to  prove  that  it  does  not  belong  to  the  Emigrant  xVid 
Company.  This  he  says  he  cannot  do,  because  the  Colonel  did  the  busi- 
ness and  has  -all  the  papers,  and  he  has  not  come  back  from  Lawrence. 
News  is  received  of  the  attack  on  Lawrence  and  the  destruction  of  the 
hotel.    A  few  men  killed. 

Lying  on  the  bed,  and  supposing  the  door  locked,  the  man  who  serves 
the  water  opens  and  comes  in.  Of  course  I  can  do  nothing  but  lie  still 
and  let  him  see  me.    Fortunate  that  I  am  to  leave  so  soon. 

8:30  o'clock. —  Mr.  Hubbard  and  Mr.  Eldridge  come  up  to  say  that  all  is 
ready,  and  that  Brown  is  waiting  to  go  with  me.  I  declined  to  leave  the 
house  with  Brown,  preferring  to  walk  out  alone  and  join  Brown  on  the 
road.  After  they  left,  I  lit  my  pipe  and  walked  boldly  down  the  front 
stairs,  through  the  office,  which  was  crowded  with  people.  Elbowing 
through  them,  I  passed  into  the  bar-room  and  out  on  the  steps.  Dozens  of 
people  were  sitting  and  standing  about  the  door  and  on  the  sidewalk,  many 
of  them  the  most  obnoxious  men,  and  who  were  well  acquainted  with  me.  I 
stood  quite  unconcerned  on  the  steps  until  I  saw  a  vacant  chair,  and  went 
to  it  and  sat  down.  My  friends  were  about,  and  by  my  previous  directions 
engaged  those  in  conversation  who  were  nearest  and  most  dangerous.  After 
sitting  some  minutes,  I  walked  deliberately  up  the  road,  unmolested  and 
unrecognized,  with  a  sense  of  great  relief;  found  Brown  on  the  way,  and 
went  on  to  his  house  in  the  edge  of  the  timber,  and  quite  out  of  town-;  found 
there  Mr.  Davis  and  wife,  who  have  a  room  rented  —  D.  E.  Adams,  and  J. 
Mclntire.    Sat  out  of  doors  and  enjoyed  the  freedom  and  fresh  air. 

Friday,  ^lay  23. — Obliged^  to  keep  close  house  during  the  day,  in  a 
stifling  room.  Determined  I  could  not  stay  here;  consulted  with  Adams 
as  to  taking  a  small  skift'  and  running  down  the  river  at  night  so  as  to  be 
taken  on  board  the  Converse  as  she  passed.  Agreed  on  the  plan.  Sent 
Adams  to  buy  a  skiff  and  tell  Eldridge  to  send  some  provisions  and  have 
him  or  Coatesmake  the  arrangements  with  Capt.  G.  W.  Bowman  as  he  shall 
come  down  to-morrow.  xVdams  returns  and  reports;  and  the  plan  during 
the  day  is  fully  matured  by  help  of  Hubbard  and  Mclntire.  In  the  even- 
insr  Adams  leaves  to  i^et  the  skiff  and  scull  it  out  of  the  Kansas  river  to  a 
place  about  a  mile  below  town.  About  9  o'clock  Mclntire  and  I  start,  each 
with  an  ax,  and,  skirting  the  town  for  awhile,  then  passed  along  the  main 
road  to  the  river.  Hunted  along  the  shore;  could  not  find  Adams  or  the 
boat.  I  went  into  a  ravine  and  Mclntire  continued  his  lookout.  A  stran- 
ger is  seen  wandering  about  along  the  shore  and  road,  much  to  our  annoy- 
ance. Very  soon  Edward  Eldritige  and  his  wife  came  along  with  carpet- 
sack  filled  with  a  pair  of  blankets  and  provisions,  and  we  got  them  in  the 
ravine.    Eldrid^re  and  Mclntire  then  started  out  and  walked  to  the  man 
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and  spoke  to  him;  did  not  know  him.  He  left,  und  soon  Adams  made  his 
appearance.  He  and  I  took  across  the  road  to  the  skiff  unperceived,  and 
Eldridge  and  wife  and  Mclntire  returned.  We  floated  quietly  down  the 
river  to  Randolph  landing,  which,  in  the  dark,  we  had  trouble  to  find,  a? 
neither  of  us  was  acquainted  with  the  place.  Dropped  down  below  it  about 
one-half  mile  and  laid  up  our  skiff  under  some  overhanging  rocks  where  it 
could  not  be  seen  from  the  shore.  Clambered  up  the  bluff  and  found  a 
public  road  along  the  bank;  reconnoitered  for  400  yards  around  the  woods, 
considered  the  place  safe,  and  returned  to  the  skiff  for  our  sack  and  axes 
and  Adams's  bundle.  The  moon  was  then  fully  risen,  and  bright.  Got 
safely  into  the  woods  above  the  road,  where  we  slept  till  morning. 

Saturday,  May  24. — About  7i  o'clock  we  shouldered  our  axes  and  bun- 
dle and  sack,  and  trudged  up  the  road  past  the  few  houses  that  constitute 
Randolph.  As  we  passed  the  principal  house  a  man  hailed  us  to  know  if 
we  were  woodchoppers.  Adams  replied  "Yes."  Had  we  got  a  job  en- 
gaged? I  whispered  to  Adams  to  say  "Yes,"  but  too  late.  He  said  "No." 
The  man  then  walked  out  into  the  road  and  offered  us  a  job.  I  stopped; 
asked  the  price.  He  said  75c.  to  $1  a  cord.  I  told  him  that  was  not 
enough;  that  we  were  going  up  to  Eldridge's  job  above,  where  we  could 
get,  as  we  were  told,  $1.12^;  but  that  if  we  did  not  succeed  we  could  stop 
and  see  hiui  on  our  way  back. 

Encountered  five  or  six  other  persons  on  the  road,  but  no  one  paid  much 
attention  to  us.  Found  a  running 'branch,  up  which  we  passed  out  of  sight 
of  the  road  and  sat  down  to  eat  our  breakfast.  Stayed  there  unseen  till  12 
o'clock ;  disappointed  that  the  boat  did  not  come  as  it  should  at  10  o'clock. 

Arranged  what  story  to  tell  at  Randolph,  if  questioned.  Made  up  a  bun- 
dle of  some  of  the  provisions,  &c.,  in  my  blanket,  leaving  the  carpet  sack 
for  Adams.  At  12  o'clock  heard  the  whistle  of  the  boat  for  Kansas  City, 
five  miles  above.  Waited  one-half  hour  by  the  watch,  and  then  left  the 
ravine ;  passed  down  the  road  to  a  convenient  place,  and  then  ascended  the 
hill  where  we  had  a  view  of  the  river  for  two  or  three  miles. 

Saw  the  boat  coming,  but  could  not  make  out  her  name  till  she  was  so 
near  that  we  had  to  run  down  the  road.  She  hauled  up  to  the  landing  full 
of  passengers,  and  as  the  plank  was  run  out  I  went  on  board  panting  with 
heat,  fatigue  and  thirst.  Passed  back  among  the  deck  passengers,  where, 
according  to  my  dress,  I  belonged,  laid  down  my  ax  and  bundle,  and  found 
quite  a  number  of  passengers  there. 

The  deck  clerk  soon  called  for  my  fare,  and  I  took  a  ticket  to  Waveriy. 
I  turned  into  one  of  the  hot  and  stifling  berths,  and  never  suffered  so  much 
from  thirst  in  my  life,  would  have  given  anything  for  a  drink,  but  laid  still 
with  my  back  to  the  passengers  and  hands.  Soon  the  clerk  came  back,  to 
give  me  change.  I  heard  him  ask,  "  Where  is  the  old  man  with  the  pipe?" 
"There  he  lies,"  says  a  hand;  "he  is  asleep;  he  feels  his  oats,  1  guess." 
"Yes,"  says  another,  "he  had  a  good  load  on  when  he  came  on  board." 
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The  clerk  came  behind  me  and  said,  "Here,  if  you  want  money,  take  it;" 
and  as  I  turned  half  over  and  took  it,  "Xh !  I  thought  that  would  fetch  you." 

Toward  evening  I  got  up,  and  walked  about,  got  some  water,  and  to  my 
consternation  I  learned  from  their  talk  that  some  of  my  fellow-passengers 
were  a  part  of  the  invading  force  returning  from  the  sacking  of  La^vreuce, 
and  that  some  leading  men,  no  doobt  to  please  their  followers,  had  also 
taken  deck  passage.  Among  them  I  saw  Henry  L.  Rout,  a  lawyer  of  Lib- 
erty, Mo.,  who  picked  up  my  pipe  which  I  had  dropped  in  the  berth,  and 
made  some  jocular  remark  to  me.  I  was  confident  he  knew  me,  and  was 
very  uneasy,  especially  as  we  were  to  lay  that  night  at  Lexington.  Arrived 
at  Lexington  about  8  o'clock;  divested  myself  of  all  that  would  lead  to  my 
identification  or  that  was  inconsistent  with  my  dress.  Sat  about  on  the 
boat  till  about  11  o'clock,  and  then  went  to  bed. 

Sunday,  3[ay  25. —  Laid  in  my  bunk  till  near  9  o'clock.  As  we  passed 
Waverly  the  clerk  came  and  notified  me.  I  told  him  that  a  gentleman  on 
board  had  informed  me  that  my  friends  did  not  live  there  any  more,  and 
that  I  would  go  on  to  Booneville.  This  was  partly  true.  A  man  on  board 
having  heard  rae  say  I  was  going  to  Waverly  questioned  me  and  I  told  him 
I  had  friends  there.  He  asked  their  name  and  I  told  him  at  random.  He 
said  no  such  man  lived  there.  I  afterwards  followed  him  up,  and  by  a 
plausible  story  put  him  off  his  guard  and  thanked  him  for  the  information. 

In  the  forenoon,  Capt.  Bowman  took  the  opportunity  to  speak  to  me,  and 
said  he  could  not  get  me  up  stall's  till  night,  and  that  he  had  a  lot  of 
Border  Rufhans  up  in  the  cabin.  Sent  the  steward  to  me.  under  pretense 
that  I  was  sick,  to  offer  me  anything  I  wanted  to  eat.  I  declined,  how^ever, 
and  ate  from  the  stock  I  had  in  my  bundle;  with  good  bread  and  cheese 
and  a  tin  cup  of  water,  I  made  a  good  meal,  delighted  that  I  had  not  been 
stopped  at  Lexington,  for  I  had  become  convinced  that  I  was  recognized,  or 
at  least  suspected. 

Saw  the  captain  a«rain;  learned  that  Mr.  Focrcr  was  on  board.  Told 
captain  it  would  be  best  not  to  take  me  up  stairs  that  night,  as  I  might  be 
missed  by  those  below,  and  I  would  prefer  to  stay  where  I  was.  ^ly  bed- 
fellow Wiis  a  pro-slavery  man  by  the  name  of  Eoss,  very  genteelly  dressed, 
of  whom  I.  had  become  very  suspicious,  and  who  seemed  to  watch  me  very 
closely. 

This  evening  we  laid  up  at  Boouville,  and  there  I  quietly  paid  on  to  St. 
Louis.  xAfter  night  I  watched  with  great  care  some  three  or  four  men  who, 
I  had  pei-suaded  myself,  were  suspicious  of  me. 

Monday,  ^tay  26. —  Breakfast  finished  my  provisions.  Fogg  came  down 
oa  the  deck  and  approached  me  to  talk,  but  I  walked  away  from  him.  To- 
night or  before  morning  at  least  we  are  to  be  in  St.  Louis,  and  I  told  the 
captain  that  I  must  be  got  up  stairs  to-night  to  change  my  dress.  He  in- 
formed me  that,  as  arranged,  Ehirirlge  had  put  my  valise  and  an  old  trunk  on 
board,  marked  witli  a  fictitious  name.    When  v^'e  stopped  at  .lefferson  City 
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J  watched,  as  I  did  at  all  the  landings,  the  persons  who  passed  on  and  off 
the  boat,  and  to  my  surprise  I  saw  Mr.  Ross,  my  bedfellow,  going  ashore 
with  his  carpet-sack,  although  he  had  paid  to  St.  Louis.  Watching,  I  ob- 
served that  he  went  direct  to  the  railroad  depot.  This  being  about  11 
A.  M.,  it  was  plain  that  he  could  get  to  St.  Louis  before  evening  and  have  a 
warrant  for  me  so  as  to  arrest  me  at  once.  I  again  saw  the  captain,  who 
informed  me  that  he  could  not  get  to  St.  Louis  before  7  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  \TOuld  lie  by  that  night  near  St.  Charles.  This  was  very  un- 
satisfactory, and  on  further  consultation  he  agreed  to  get  me  up  stairs  late 
at  night,  and  to  hail  the  boat  from  St.  Louis  to  Alton,  as  he  would  meet  it  in 
the  morning,  and  put  me  on  board  so  that  I  could  go  at  once  to  x4.1ton  and 
not  to  St.  Louis.  Agreed  on.  On  further  reflection  concluded  this  was 
not  safe,  as,  if  a  warrant  was  out,  they  w^ould  look  for  me  on  that  boat  or 
at  Alton.  Sent  up  for  captain  again;  proposed  that  he  should  see  the  man 
at  the  woodyard  where  we  were  lying  and  get  me  a  guide  across  the  coun- 
try to  Alton,  so  that  I  could  arrive  before  the  boat  from  St.  Louis,  and  take 
a  conveyance  to  the  next  railroad  station  above..  Saw  Fogg,  who  says  two 
young  men  from  Lawrence  are  upstairs,  who  will  go  with  me.  Captain  could 
get  no  guide,  but  had  the  route  described.  The  steward  got  my  bundle  up 
stairs  for  me,  into  the  room  of  Bassett  and  Brackett.  My  valise  was  taken 
there,  and  I  prepared  to  go  up.  Had  great  difficulty.  Boat  full  of  pas- 
sengers. Watched  all  my  fellow  deck  passengers  to  see  tliera  asleep,  and 
finally  laid  down  myself  and  feigned  sleep.  Two  of  them  who  seemed  to 
watch  me,  then  went  to  bed  and  seemed  asleep.  I  thought  all  had  turned 
in,  and  was  thinking  of  soon  slipping  out,  having  arranged  with  the  cap- 
tain that  the  steward  should  be  on  the  watch  if  anyone  got  up  to  follow  me, 
when,  to  my  great  chagrin,  the  captain  canie  noisily  along  the  cabin,  and  up 
to  my  berth,  and  nudged  me  to  get  up.  I  was  vexed,  as  I  was  sure  this 
would  attract  the  attention  I  had  taken  so  much  care  to  elude.  There  was 
no  help,  however,  and  I  soon  followed,  pretending  to  look  for  a  better  place 
to  sleep.  Passed  up  staii^.  Found  to  my  disappointment  that  no  watch 
had  been  set  to  see  if  I  was  followed.  Passed  quickly  into  the  room  of 
Bassett  and  Brackett.  To  add  to  the  chance  of  detection,  the  captain  fol- 
lowed me  there.  I  changed  my  clothes  and  then  learned  from  my  friends 
that  two  of  the  deck  passengers  were  out  on  the  guards  evidently  on  the 
■v^'atch.  Determined,  however,  to  go,  and  if  followed  to  fight  it  out.  Bas- 
sett and  Brackett  had  no  weapons.  ■  I  had  two  revolvers  and  a  knife,  and 
supplied  them.  A  violent  thunder  storm  came  up,  and  in  it,  toward  the 
close,  we  put  out  the  lights  and  started.  The  woods  being  close  to  the  shore 
Stopped  in  them  to  see  if  we  were  followed.  Waited  a  short  time  ;  no 
oue  came  off  the  boat,  and  we  struck  through  the  woods;  lost  the  road 
twice;  traveled  on,  and  finally,  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  struck  the  Mississippi 
river  fifteen  miles  above  Alton.  Got  a  man  to  take  us  across  in  a  skiff. 
TuR-sDAY,  May  27. — We  were  then  in  Illinois.     Bfissett  and  Brackett 
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found  a  boat  going  down  to  Alton,  and  I  hired  a  team  to  take  me  to  Jer- 
seyville,  fourteen  miles,  Mr.  Brock  being  the  driver.  At  Jerseyville  found 
a  good  hotel  and  livery  stable,  and  hired  a  man  to  take  me  to  Brighton, 
where  I  got  on  the  evening  train  for  Chicago ;  found  Fogg  and  my  little 
baggage  on  board.  I  learned  the  night  before,  as  we  traveled  through  the 
woods,  that  the  ruffians  had  broken  open  my  trunk  at  Lawrence,  stoleu  and 
put  on  my  clothes,  and  chased  Chapin,  of  Ohio,  as  he  came  out  of  the  hotels 
calling  out  that  it  was  me,  firing  at  him,  and  threatening  to  kill  him  ;  and 
that  there  was  a  universal  determination  expressed  among  them  to  kill  me. 
Arrived  at  Chicago. 

Wednesday,  May  28. — At  9  o'clock  was  generally  called  on,  and  most 
enthusiastically  welcomed.  People  came  in  crowds  to  look  at  and  welcome 
me.  In  the  evening,  as  I  lay  asleep  on  a  sofa,  a  gentleman  waked  me  up 
to  say  that  there  were  a  thousand  people  in  front  of  the  hotel  calling  for 
me.  Went  out  on  the  balcony,  was  received  with  cheers  upon  cheers,  made 
them  a  speech,  and  was  kept  all  the  evening  shaking  hands.  Had  a  perfect 
levee.  At  10:30  p.  m.  took  the  cars  for  Bloomington,  where  the  State  Con- 
vention was  to  meet  next  day.    Arrived  there  on  — 

Thursday,  May  29,  at  7  o'clock  a.  m.  Found  there  a  great  concourse 
of  people,  and,  to  my  surprise,  the  wife  of  Gov.  Robinson,  with  J.  S.  Emery 
of  Lawrence.  Was  lionized  all  day,  and  engaged  to  speak  in  the  evening. 
Spoke  for  2?  hours  to  an  enthusiastic  audience,  and  at  12  o'clock  left  to 
return  to  Chicago.    xVrrived  there  at  8  o'clock  on  — 

Friday,  May  30. —  Roamed  around  all  day,  recruited  my  scanty  ward- 
robe, went  to  an  artist,  and,  having  put  on  my  disguise  in  his  private  room, 
had  a  photograph  taken  for  my  dear  wife.-'" 

At  Bloomington  and  Chicago  I  proposed  my  plan  of  help  for  Kansas,  to 
wit,  the  raising  of  10,000.  men  and  S200  a  man,  and  to  equip  and  provision 
them  for  a  year,  $5,000  to  be  sent  on  at  once,  and  5,000  men  or  more  if 
wanted;  they  to  provision  500  men  in  Chicago  and  500  in  the  State. 

Had  full  consultation  with  our  friends,  and  among  them,  with  Major 
Jones,  of  a  volunteer  battalion,  who  says  that  if  funds  are  raised  he  w^ill 
guarantee  300  good  men.  Slept  to-night  in  a  good  bed  —  the  first  time  I 
have  done  so,  or  had  my  clothes  off,  since  the  22d. 

Saturday,  May  31. — Took  the  cars  for  Detroit.  Arrived  there  in  the 
evening,  and  no  sooner  w  as  my  name  on  the  register  than  I  was  besieged  by 


*The  Historical  Socifty  has  in  its  collections  a  pliotograph  of  Governor  Reeder  in  this  disguise.  It 
was  given  the  Society  by  Hon.  Edward  L.  Pierce  of  Milton,  Massachusetts,  accompanied  by  the  follow- 
ing note  of  explanation  written  by  him: 

"Tl>e  photograph  of  ex-Governor  A.  H.  Reeder  was  taken  in  IS-IG,  on  his  arrival  at  ('hica:;o,  of 
which  only  three  cpies  were  taken  —  one  for  the  Governor,  and  the  otlier  two  for  Dr.  K;iy  •ti  the 
Cliicago  Tribniif,  ami  myself,  who  atone  were  j>re>ent.  It  represents  Governt^r  Keeder  in  lii-e  dismiise 
in  wiiich  he  came  down  the  .Missouri  river  at  the  time  of  his  escape, an  incident  referred  to  in  IMiiilips's 
'Conquest  of  Kansas,'  pa^t  s  275,  "JTtj.  The  clothes  are  the  same  ho  wore,  Imt  the  hat  and  as  were  pro- 
cured at  Chicago.    The  picture  is  an  interc^ting  souvenir  of  Kansas  history.       Edward  L.  PticKCi:. 

"Milton,  M.^.s.s.\Ciiu.st:TTs,  Dec.  7,  1877." 

Mr.  Pierce  is  the  distinguished  author  of  the  "Treatise  on  American  Railroad  Law,"  published  in 
1856,  of  "Memoirs  and  Letters  of  Charles  Sumner,"  published  in  18-73,  and  other  important  works. 
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unknown  friends,  who  pressed  all  kinds  of  good  offices  upon  me.  In  the 
evening  the  Attorney  General,  State  Treasurer  and  others,  called,  and  I  had 
a  large  levee.   

COPY  OF  AVILL  OF  GOV.  A.  H.  REEDER,  REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  ABOVE 
DIARY,  AS  MADE  MAY  22,  1856. 

I,  Andrew  H.  Reeder,  being  in  danger  of  being  murdered  by  a  set  of  vile  ruffians 
and  outlaws,  who  ^re  outside  of  all  the  restraints  of  law,  order,  decency,  and  all 
social  obligations,  and  who  are  below  the  savage  in  all  the  virtues  of  civilization,  and 
■who  will  probably  kill  me  for  opinion's  sake,  and  in  furtherance  of  that  scheme  for 
which  already  a  nuni?)er  of  lives  have  been  sacrificed,  to  wit,  the  making  of  Kansas 
a  slave  State  by  violence  and  force  of  arms,  do,  in  view  of  my  death,  which  may 
happen  to-day  or  to-morrow,  make  this  last  will  and  testament: 

I  declare  my  domicil  to  be  in  the  borough  of  Easton,  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  I  request  this  will  to  be  proven. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  dear  son,  George  Marchand,  my  gold  watch,  which  has 
been  in  the  family  for  three  generations,  and  which  I  hope  he  will  keep  and  trans- 
mit. 

To  my  dearly  loved  and  cherished  wife,  Amelia,  I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  all 
my  estate,  real,  personal,  and  mixed,  after  payment  of  my  debts,  in  fee  simple  for- 
ever. 

My  reason  for  this  is  that  I  know  she  will  use  it  for  the  good  of  the  children,  as 
I  would  myself,  and  will  share  with  them  to  the  last  dollar;  and  because,  as  there  are 
many  debts  to  pay  and  real  estate  to  sell,  it  will  be  troublesome  to  deal  with  minors. 

I  appoint  my  friends  Geo.  W.  Housel,  C.  F.  Randolph  and  Henry  Green,  all  of 
Easton,  the  executors  of  this  last  will  and  testament,  and  empower  them  to  sell  and 
convey  at  public  or  private  sale  any  of  my  real  or  personal  estate  for  payment  of 
debts  and  expenses. 

For  the  sake  of  my  dear  wife  and  children,  I  regret  to  leave  my  estate  in  its 
present  scattered  and  shattered  condition.  The  .reasons  are  obvious,  but  I  shall  not- 
stop  to  speak  of  them. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  this  22d  day  of  May,  1856,  at  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

A.  H.  Reedeb. 
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Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  State  Histobical  Society,  Januaky  19,  1886. 


On  the  morning  of  May  22,  1856,  and  after  witnessing  the  raid  made  on 
Lawrence  the  day  before  by  Sheriff  Jones's  posse,  led  by  Col.  Titus,  in  codi- 
pany  with  Owen  A.  Bassett  I  started  for  Leavenworth  en  route  to  my 
f<'rmer  home  in  Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  volunteers  to  march  to 
Topeka  to  assist  in  protecting  the  Free-State  Legislature,  which  was  to  as- 
J^nible  in  that  city  on  July  4  following. 

We  reached  Leavenworth  and  took  up  quarters  at  the  same  house  with  the 
United  States  Commission,  which  was  investigating  the  recent  Territorial 
election  of  a  Delegate  to  Congress  from  Kansas,  intending  to  take  the  first 
steamer  bound  for  uSt.  Louis  on  the  next  day. 
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During  the  evening  an  attache  of  the  commission,  Mr.  G.  G.  Fogg,  of 
New  Hampshire,  intimated  to  us  that  the  Commission  desired  us  to  kiy  over 
at  Leavenworth  until  a  certain  steamer  returned  from  up  the  river;  als'^ 
that  he  probably  would  accompan^^  us,  and  might  need  our  services.  The 
character  of  service  was  not  made  known  at  that  time. 

On  the  forenoon  of  the  23d  of  May,  in  company  with  Mr.  Fogg,  we  left 
Leavenworth  on  the  steamer  J.  M.  Converse,  bound  for  St.  Louis.  When 
a  short  distance  below  Kansas  City  the  steamer  landed,  ostensibly  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  on  wood,  but  the  small  amount,  not  to  exceed  a  cord, 
brought  on  board,  seemed  surprising  to  observers. 

While  standing  against  the  guards  of  the  cabin  deck  watching  the  boat 
hands  at  work,  I  noticed  a  lone  person  come  down  the  bank  dressed  in  the 
guise  of  a  wood-chopper.  As  he  stepped  upon  the  plank  leading  to  the 
boat,  I  remarked  that  I  guessed  the  captain  had  stopped  to  take  on  that 
tramp.  He  looked  up,  when  I  was  reminded  by  his  features  of  some  one 
whom  I  had  met,  but  who  it  was  I  could  not  recall  to  mind. 

The  steamer  soon  after  pulled  out,  and  nothing  unusual  occurred  until 
we  had  reached  a  point  just  below  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  late  in  the  afternoon,  I 
think  about  4  o'clock.  The  steamer  remained  tied  up  here,  with  appar- 
ently no  object,  and  no  satisfactory  explanation  was  given  by  either  the 
captain  or  clerk  of  the  boat,  and  which  caused  considerable  commeni:  i^mong 
the  impatient  passengers.  Night  came  on,  and  with  it  a  violent  rain  siorra, 
and  still  the  boat  remained  there.  Just  after  the  supper  table  was  cleared 
away,  Mr.  Fogg  quietly  intimated  that  there  was  a  matter  of  great  import 
connected  with  our  trip,  and  that  he  wished  to  make  me  acquainted  wirh  the 
captain  of  the  boat,  and,  to  avoid  any  suspicion,  that  it  was  best  to  enter 
my  state-room,  remaining  there  until  he  should  return  with  the  captain. 
I  immediately  notified  Mr.  Bassett,  and  together  we  returned  to  our  room. 
Shortly  after,  Mr.  Fogg  and  the  captain  came  in,  and  informed  us  that 
Governor  Keeder  was  on  board ;  that  he  wished  to  use  our  room  for  the 
purpose  of  changing  his  clothes,  preparatory  to  leaving  the  boat,  which  he 
would  do  at  that  point,  and  cross  from  there  to  the  Mississippi  river,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  12  miles.  That  it  further  was  his  desire  that  Mr.  B?.^sett 
and  myself  should  accompany  him.  The  captain  then  left  us,  saying  that 
he  would  send  the  porter  with  the  trunk-to  the  back  door  of  the  state-room, 
and  instruct  him  to  rap  on  his  reaching  it.  Soon  after  a  rap  was  given,  and 
on  opening  the  door  the  porter  set  in  a  trunk,  and  following  came  Governor 
Reeder,  whom  I  quickly  recognized  as  the  person  coming  aboard  at  the 
wood  yard  below  Kansas  City.  After  a  hearty  hand-shaking,  the  Governor 
divested  himself  of  his  disguise,  and  prepared  for  his  departure,  which  was 
dela3"ed  several  hours  by  the  storm.  Furthermore,  it  was  suspected  that 
emissaries  of  the  Border  Kuffians  were  on  board  ;  and  I  was  detailed  to  'vvatcb 
certain  pei-sons  in  ttie  gentlemen's  cabin,  by  which  I  learned  that  the  sus- 
picions were  well  grounded.    This  occasioned  further  delay,  and  uiiiil  all 
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j>ersons  in  the  cabin  had  retired.  About  11  o'clock  the  captain  informed  us 
that  the  way  was  clear,  when  it  was  decided  that  we  should  leave  the  boat 
einglj,  and  under  instruction,  proceed  to  a  log  cabin  a  short  distance  back 
from  the  river,  where  we  would  find  a  trail,  which  led  directly  across  to 
the  Mississippi  river. 

Well  armed,  and  provided  with  umbrellas,  we  made  the  shore,  soon 
found  the  log  cabin  and  trail  referred  to,  and  started  on  our  adventurous 
trip  through  an  unknown  and  heavily-timbered  country. 

The  night  was  intensely  dark  and  the  storm  continued  until  near  morn- 
ing, and  it  was  only  by  repeated  flashes  of  lightning  that  we  were  able  to 
keep  our  way.  I  locked  arms  with  the  Governor,  (remarking,  "  Let  the 
blind  lead  the  blind;"  that  I  hoped  there  was  no  ditch  ahead  into  which 
we  would  fall,)  because  he  held  an  umbrella  and  I  had  none.  In  this  way, 
by  the  aid  of  lightning,  we  led  the  way  without  much  trouble,  until,  when 
out  about  two  miles,  I  should  judge,  I  caught  the  noise  of  rushing  water, 
and  halted  our  little  party  until  a  flash  of  lightning  disclosed  a  land-slide 
of  about  twenty  feet  in  depth  and  not  more  than  ten  feet  in  our  front,  and 
across  which  our  path  led.  This  narrow  escape  made  us  very  cautious,  and 
we  did  not  move  until  another  flash  of  lightning  enabled  us  to  make  our 
course  around  the  chasm  to  the  left,  and  another  flash  led  ua  back  to  the 
trail  on  the  other  side.  With  this  exception  the  trip  was  made  quite  easily, 
and  we  reached  the  Mississippi  river  a  little  before  sunrise,  the  storm  hav- 
ing passed  and  sky  cleared  up.  We  found  the  river  very  much  swollen 
and  about  a  mile,  wide  at  this  place.  On  the  opposite  side  was  a  farm- 
house, and  along  the  banks  could  be  seen  what  we  thought  were  several 
skiffs  and  a  rowing  ferryboat.  We  commenced  signaling  for  relief,  and 
after  nearly  an  hour  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  two  men  jump  into  a  skifl* 
and  start  up  the  river,  hugging  the  bank  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and 
then  heading  across  the  river.  During  our  waiting  we  whiled  away  the  time 
with  our  revolvers,  cutting  the  stems  of  the  leaves  of  a  large  cottonwood 
growing  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  the  Governor  proving  himself  an  adept 
in  the  use  of  such  weapons. 

Having  safely  crossed  the  river,  and  standing  on  freedom's  soil,  the  Gov- 
ernor remarked,  "For  the  first  time  since  leaving  Lawrence,  I  feel  easy  aud 
^afe."  Having  breakfasted  at  the  fiirm-house,  the  Governor  hired  a  con- 
veyance to  the  nearest  railway  station,  and  with  a  heartfelt  hand-shaking 
and  farewell,  he  left  us  for  Chicago,  and  we  on  the  fii-st  steamer  for  St. 
Louis. 

This  was  the  last  time  we  w^ere  in  company,  yet  corresponded  at  times  as 
late  as  the  winter  of  1859;  and  seldom  was  a  letter  received  from  him  that 
did  not  contain  some  allusion  to  the  eventful  trip  from  the  ^Missouri  to  the 
Mississippi  river. 

Lawrence,  Kansas,  1886. 
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EXECUTIVE  MIKUTES. 


Minutes  Recoeded  in  the  Governoe's  Office  Dubing  the  Administeation  of  Gov- 
EENOK  Andrew  H.  Reedee. 


[The  Executive  Minutes,  as  published  in  this  volume,  are  an  exact  transcript  from 
a  manuscript  volume  preserved  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  first 
writing  in  the  book  is  in  the  form  of  a  title-page,  apparently  in  the  handwriting  of 
Governor  Reeder,  and  consists  of  these  words:  "Executive  Minutes  of  the  Territory 
of  Kansas.  1854."  The  first  entry  is  on  page  numbered  2,  and  has  over  it,  in  the 
form  of  a  heading,  the  word  "Minutes."  This  heading,  and  also  the  entry  under  it, 
and  the  second  heading,  appear  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  Governor  Reeder.  The 
entries  following  appear  to  have  been  made  by  Secretary  Woodson.  The  first  eight 
entries  are  of  acts  performed  at  "Washington.  The  ninth  entry  is  that  of  the  oath 
of  office  of  the  Hon.  Rush  Elmore,  administered  by  Governor  Reeder,  "in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Kansas,"  October  15,  1854.  The  entries  in  the  book  embrace  the  period 
from  June  29,  1854,  the  date  of  the  commission  of  Governor  Reeder,  to  September 
20,  1856.  The  last  entry  is  a  record  of  a  communication  written  by  Secretary 
Woodson  to  President  Pierce,  which  is  dated  September  20,  1856,  some  ten  days  sub- 
sequent to  the  entry  of  Governor  John  W.  Geary  upon  his  office.  The  book  does 
not  contain  any  entries  pertaining  to  Governor  Geary's  administration. 

The  minutes  recorded  during  Governor  Shannon's  term,  including  the  intervals  in 
which  Secretary  Woodson  performed  the  duties  as  Acting  Governor,  are  published 
in  this  volume,  following  the  biography  of  Governor  Shannon.] 

MINUTES. 

29th  June,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  Andrew  H.  Eeeder,  of  Easton, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  Governor  of  the  Territory,  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States. 

record  of  oath. 

United  States  of  Ainierica, 
City  of  Washingtox, 

I,  Andrew  H.  Reeder,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  do  solemnly 
Bwear  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  that  as  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kan- 
eas  aforesaid,  I  will  supj)ort  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  will 
faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  the  said  office.  A.  PI.  Reeder. 

I,  Peter  V.  Daniel,  one  of  the  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  preceding  oath  was  taken  and 
subscribed  in  due  form  of  law  by  the  said  deponent,  A.  H.  Reeder,  before 
me,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  seventh  day  of  July,  1854. 

July  7th,  1854.  Peter  V.  Daniel. 

United  States  of  America, 
C'ity  of  Washington, 
I,  Daniel  Woodson,  having  been  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of 
Kansas,  do  soleinuiy  swear  that  I  will  support  the  Coustitution  of  the 
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United  States,  and  well  and  truly  discharge  the  duties  of  said  office  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability.  Danl.  AYoodson. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  rae,  the  28th  day  of  September,  A.  1). 
1854,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  C.  Peter  V.  Daniel, 

Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 


Commission  issued  to  Daniel  Woodson,  of  Lynchbui'g,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  as  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  29th  June,  1854,  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States. 


29Tn  June,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  Madison  Brown,  of  the  State 
of  Maryland,  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  Territory,  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 


29th  June,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  Push  Elmore,  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  as  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Territory,  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 


record  of  oath.  ^ 
United  States  of  America,  ) 


1719190 

Territory  of  Kansas,  j 

I,  Rush  Elmore,  one  of  the  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  Territory  of  Kansas,  do  swear  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  that  as  one 
of  the  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas 
aforesaid,  I  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  will 
faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  the  said  office.  Rush  Elmore. 

I,  A.  H.  Reeder,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  preceding  oath  was  taken  and  subscribed  in  due  form  of  law  by  the 
said  Rush  Elmore,  before  me,  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  in  the  Territory  of 
Kansas,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1854.        A.  H.  Reeder. 


29th  June,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  Saunders  W.  Johnston,  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  as  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Territory, 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

record  of  oath. 

29th  June,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  Andrew  Jackson  Isacks,  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  as  United  States  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Kansas, 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
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record  of  oath. 
United  States  of  America,  \ 
Territory  of  Kansas,  j 

I,  Andrew  J.  Isacks,  United  States  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Kansas, 
do  solemnly  swear  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  that  as  United  States  Attor- 
ney for  the  District  of  Kansas  aforesaid,  I  will  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  will  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  said  ofhce. 

A.  J.  ISACKS. 

I,  A.  H.  Eeeder,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  do  hereby  c-€rtify 
that  the  preceding  oath  was  taken  and  subscribed  in  due  form  of  law  by 
the  said  deponent,  A.  J.  Isacks,  before  me,  at  the  Territory  aforesaid,  on 
the  29th  day  of  November,  1854.  A.  H.  Reeder. 


29th  June,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  Israel  B.  Donaldson,-  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  as  Marshal  of  the  Territory,  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

record  of  oath. 

United  Staters  of  America,  ) 
Territory  of  Kansas,  | 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Rush  Elmore,  Associate  Justice  in  and 
for  the  said  Territory  of  Kansas,  Israel  B.  Donaldson,  Marshal  in  and  for 
the  said  Territory  of  Kansas  aforesaid,  who  on  oath  says  that  he  will  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  faithfully  discharge  the 
duties  of  Marshal  of  said  Territory  of  Kansas  aforesaid.    So  help  him  God. 

Israel  B.  Donaldson. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  the  tenth  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1854.  Rush  Elmore, 

Associate  Justice  Territory  of  Kan^a.?. 


20th  September,  1854. —  Charles  Augustus  ^yilliams  appointed  Execu- 
tive Clerk,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  office. 

record  of  oath. 
United  States  of  America, 

Territory  of  KanSxIS, 

Charles  xVugustus  Williams,  Executive  Clerk  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas, 
being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  this  ninth  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1554, 
deposes  and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of  his  said  office. 

Chas.  Aug.  Willlvms. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  Governor  of  said  Territory,  Gciober 
9th,  1854.  A.  H.  Reedef- 


OcTOF>ER  7th,  1854. —  The  Governor  came  into  the  Territory,  and  estab- 
lished the  Executive  office  temporarily  at  Fort  Leavenworth. 
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October  10th,  1854. —  On  complaint  of  James  C.  Brown  that  an  assault 
and  battery  with  intent  to  murder  Fleming  Thompson  and  Wm.  N.  Bor- 
den  had  been  committed  by  Wesley  S.  Davidson,  John  A.  Davidson,  and 
Samuel  Burgess,  and  that  the  lives  of  the  said  Thompson  and  Borden  were 
despaired  of,  the  Governor  as  the  conservator  of  the  peace  of  the  Territory, 
and  in  the  absence  of  the  judges,  issued  an  executive  warrant,  specially  di- 
rected, in  the  absence  of  the  Marshal,  to  Malcolm  Clark,  for  the  arrest  of 
the  prisoners. 


October  11th,  1854. —  Samuel  Burgess  and  Wesley  S.  Davidson  were 
brought  in  custody  of  the  special  Marshal,  Clark,  and  same  day  recommit- 
ted to  his  custody  for  further  hearing. 


October  13th,  1854. —  On  hearing  before  the  Governor,  it  was  deter- 
mined that  the  prisoners  should  be  admitted  to  bail,  and  same  day  recogni- 
zances were  entered  into  before  Hon.  Saunders  W.  Johnston,  one  of  the 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  had  then  ariived  in  the  Territory,  viz. : 
Recognizance  of  John  A.  B.  Davidson,  Cornelius  M.  Burgess,  Joseph 
Davidson,  Randolph  Stallard,  John  S.  Burgess,  and  A.  F.  H.  Burgess,  in 
the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  appearance  of  the  said  John  A. 
B.  Davidson  at  the  first  sitting  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States 
which  shall  be  held  in  and  for  such  District  for  the  Territory  of  Kansas, 
which  shall  include  the  venue  of  an  alleged  assault  and  battery  with  an  in- 
tent to  murder  Fleming  Thompson  and  Wm.  N.  Borden  on  the  ninth  of 
October,  1854;  and  of  Samuel  Burgess,  Wesley  S.  Davidson,  Cornelius  M. 
Burgess,  Joseph  Davidson,  Randolph  Stallard,  John  S.  Burgess,  and  A.  F. 
H.  Burgess,  in  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  appearance  of 
the  said  Samuel  Burgess  and  Wesley  S.  Davidson  at  the  same  time  and 
place,  and  then  and  there  to  answer  to  an  indictment  for  an  assault  and 
battery  with  an  intent  to  murder  Fleming  Thompson  and  Wm.  N.  Borden 
on  the  ninth  day  of  October,  1854. 


Oci^OBER  18th,  1854. — The  Governor,  with  Judges  Johnston  and  Elmore, 
and  Marshal  Donaldson  and  others,  went  into  the  Territory  to  examine  the 
same  in  order  to  the  making  of  election  districts,  judicial  districts,  &c.,  and 
returned  November  7th,  1854. 


November  8th,  1854. — The  Territory  is  divided  into  sixteen  districts  for 
elections  and  for  the  appointment  of  justices  of  the  peace  and  constables,  us 
follows,  viz.: 

First  DUtrict. — Commencing  at  the  Missouri  State  line,  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
KanHHs  river;  thence  along  the  south  bank  of  said  river  to  the  first  tributary  or 
^^'ate^ed  ravine  running  into  the  Kansas  above  the  town  of  Lawrence;  thence  np 
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said  tributary  to  the  head  thereof;  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the  west  side  of  F. 
Rolfe's  house,  and  thence  by  a  due  south  line  to  the  Santa  road;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  said  road  to  the  Missouri  State  line;  and  thence  by  said  State  line  to  the 
place  of  beginning. 

Second  District. —  Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Spring  branch,  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Kansas  river;  thence  up  said  branch  to  its  f^irthest  source;  thence  by  a 
southerly  line,  crossing  the  Wakarusa  river  on  the  east  side  of  the  house  of  Charles 
Matingly  [Matney?],  to  the  middle  of  the  Santa  Fe  road;  thence  along  the  middle  of 
said  road  to  the  line  of  the  First  District;  thence  by  the  same  along  the  west  side  of 
F.  Rolfe's  house  to  the  head  of  the  first  tributary  of  the  Kansas  river  above  the  town 
of  Lawrence;  and  thence  by  the  said  tributary  to  the  Kansas  river,  and  up  the  south 
bank  of  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  Big  Spring  branch,  the  place  of  beginning. 

Third  District. —  Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Spring  branch,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Kansas  river;  thence  up  the  same  to  its  farthest  source;  thence  by  a 
southerly  line  to  the  north  bank  of  the  Wakarusa  river,  on  the  east  side  of  the  house 
of  Charles  Matingly  [Matney?];  thence  up  said  river  audits  main  branch  to  the  line 
of  Pottawatomie  Reservation;  and  thence  by  the  southern  and  western  line  of  said 
Reservation  to  the  Kansas  river,  and  down  said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Fourth  District. —  Commencing  at  the  Missouri  State  line,  in  the  middle  of  the 
Santa  F^  road;  thence  along  the  middle  of  said  road  to  Rock  creek,  near  the  sixty- 
fifth  mile  of  said  road;  thence  south  by  the  line  of  the  late  Shawnee  Reservation 
ceded  by  the  treaty  of  ISo-i;  thence  due  east  along  the  south  line  of  said  Reservation 
and  the  north  line  of  the  existing  Reservation  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  the  Chippewas 
and  Ottawas,  and  the  late  Reservations  of  the  Piankeshaws,  Weas,  Peorias,  and  Kas- 
kaskias,  to  the  Missouri  State  line;  thence  up  the  Missouri  State  line  to  the  place  of 
beginning. 

Fifth  Di-strict. —  Commencing  at  the  Missouri  State  line,  at  the  southern  boundary 
of  the  Fourth  District;  thence  east  [west]  along  the  same  to  the  northwest  corner 
of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Reservation;  thoiice  due  south  along  the  western  line  thereof, 
and  due  south  to  the  South  branch  of  the  Neosho  river,  about  seventy  miles  above  the 
Catholic  Osage  Mission;  thence  down  said  river  to  the  north  line  of  the  Reserve  for 
New  York  Indians;  and  east  along  said  line  to  the  head-waters  of  Little  Osage  river, 
or  the  nearest  point  thereto;  and  thence  down  said  river  to  the  Missouri  State  line, 
and  up  said  line  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Sixth  District. —  Commencing  at  the  Missouri  State  line,  in  Little  Osage  river; 
thence  up  the  same  to  the  line  of  the  Reserve  for  the  New  York  Indians,  or  the 
nearest  point  thereto;  thence  to  and  by  the  north  line  of  said  Reserve  to  the  Neosho 
river;  and  up  said  river  and  the  South,  branch  thereof  to  the  head;  and  thence  by  a 
due  south  line  to  the  southern  line  of  the  Territory;  thence  by  the  southern  and 
eastern  lines  of  said  Territory  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Sever>Xh  Di.-^trict. —  Commencing  at  the  east  side  of  the  house  of  Charles  Matingly 
[Matney  ?],  on  the  Wakarusa  river;  thence  due  south  to  the  middle  of  the  Santa  Fe  road; 
thence  westward  along  the  middle  of  said  road  to  Rock  creek,  near  the  sixty-fifth  mile 
of  said  road;  thence  due  south  to  the  north  line  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Reservation; 
thence  along  the  north  and  west  lines  thereof  and  due  south  to  the  Neosho  river; 
thence  up  said  river  to  a  point  due  south  of  the  mouth  of  Elm  creek;  thence  due 
north  to  the  mouth  of  Elm  creek,  and  up  said  creek  to  the  Santa  Fe  road;  and 
thence  by  a  direct  line  in  a  northerly  direction  to  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Pot- 
tawatomie Reservation;  thence  along  the  southern  line  of  said  Reservation  to  the 
head-waters  of  the  Wakarusa  river,  or  the  point  nearest  thereto;  thence  to  and  down 
said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 
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Eighth  District. —  Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Elm  creek,  one  of  the  branches  of 
the  Qsage  river;  thence  up  the  same  to  the  Santa  Fe  road;  thence  by  a  direct  north- 
erly line  to  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Pottawatomie  Reservation;  thence  up  the 
western  line  thereof  to  the  Kansas  river;  thence  up  said  river  and  the  Smoky  Hili 
Fork  beyond  the  most  westerly  settlements:  thence  due  south  to  the  line  of  the  Ter- 
ritory; thence  by  the  same  to  the  line  of  the  Sixth  District;  thence  due  north  to  the 
head  of  the  South  branch  of  the  Neosho  river;  thence  down  said  river  to  the  line  of 
the  Seventh  District;  thence  due  north  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Ninth  District. —  Commencing  on  the  Smoky  Hill  Fork,  beyond  the  most  westerly 
settlements;  thence  down  the  same  and  the  Kansas  river  to  the  mouth  of  Wild  Cat 
creek;  thence  up  said  creek  to  the  head-waters  thereof;  thence  due  north  to  the  In- 
dependence emigrant  road;  thence  up  said  road  to  the  north  line  of  the  Territory; 
thence  west  along  the  same  to  the  most  westerly  settlements;  and  thence  du«  south 
to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Tenth  Distnd. —  Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  "Wild  Cat  creek;  thejvce  up  the  same 
to  the  head-waters  thereof;  thence  due  north  to  the  Independence  emigrant  road: 
thence  down  said  road,  crossing  the  Big  Blue  river  by  the  old  route  below  Marysville 
to  the  Vermillion  river;  thence  down  said  river  to  the  mouth  thereof;  thence  up  the 
Kansas  river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Eleventh  District. —  Commencing  at  the  Vermillion  river,  in  the  middle  of  the  Inde- 
pendence emigrant  road;  thence  up  said  river  to  the  head  of  the  main  branch;  thence 
due  north  to  the  northerly  line  of  the  Territory:  thence  by  the  same  to  the  middle 
of  the  Independence  emigrant  road;  thence  down  said  road,  crossing  the  Big  Blue 
river,  by  the  old  route  below  Marysville,  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Twelfth  District. — ^Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Soldier  creek;  thence  up  said 
creek  to  the  head  of  the  main  branch;  thence  due  north  to  the  northern  line  of  the 
Territory;  thence  west  by  the  same  to  the  eastern  line  of  the  Eleventh  District; 
thence  south  along  the  same  to  the  head  of  the  Vermillion  river,  and  down  said  river 
to  the  mouth;  thence  down  the  north  bank  of  the  Kansas  river  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning. 

Thirteenth  District.—  Covamencmg  in  the  Kansas  river,  three  miles  above  the  mouth 
of  Stranger  creek;  thence  in  a  northwardly  direction  by  a  line  three  miles  west  of 
said  creek  and  corresponding  to  the  course  thereof,  until  it  shall  strike  the  southern 
line  of  the  late  Kickapoo  Reservation;  thence  along  the  southern  and  western  line  of 
said  Reservation  and  the  western  line  of  the  late  Sac  and  Fox  Reservation  to  the 
north  line  of  the  Territory;  thence  west  along  said  line  to  the  line  of  the  Twelfth 
District;  thence  by  the  same  and  down  Soldier  creek  to  the  mouth  thereof,  and  down 
Kansas  river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Fourteenth  District. —  Commencing  at  the'  mouth  of  Independence  creek:  thence 
up  said  creek  to  the  head  of  the  main  branch,  and  thence  due  west  to  the  line  of 
the  late  Kickapoo  Reservation:  thence  north  along  said  line  and  the  line  of  the  late 
Sac  and  Fox  Reservation  to  the  north  line  of  the  territory;  thence  along  said  line 
eastwardiy  to  the  Missouri  river,  and  down  said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Fifteenth  District. —  Commencing  at  the  month  of  Salt  creek,  on  the  Missouri  river: 
thence  up  said  creek  to  the  Military  road;  thence  along  the  middle  of  said  road  to 
the  lower  crossing  of  Stranger  creek;  thence  up  said  creek  to  the  line  of  the  late 
Kickapoo  Reservation;  and  thence  along  the  southern  and  western  line  thereof  to 
the  line  of  the  Eleventh  District;  thence  by  the  same  and  down  Independence 
creek  to  the  mouth  thereof;  and  thence  down  the  Missouri  river  to  the  place  of  be- 
ginning. 

SixU'enth  District.—  Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Salt  creek;  thence  up  said  cre-.i'k 
to  the  Military  road;  thence  along  the  middle  of  said  road  to  the  lower  crossing  of 
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Stranger  creek;  thence  up  said  creek  to  the  line  of  the  late  Kickapoo  Reservation;  and 
thence  along  the  same  to  the  line  of  the  Thirteenth  District;  and  thence  by  the  same 
along  a  line  corresponding  to  the  courses  of  the  Stranger  creek,  and  keeping-  three 
miles  -west  thereof,  to  the  Kansas  river;  thence  down  the  Kansas  river  to  the  Mis- 
souri, and  up  the  Missouri  river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 


November  8tpt,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  James  S.  Emery,  Esq..  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  First  District,  and  oath  administered  as  follows: 

RECORD  OF  OATH. 


United  States  of  America, 
Territory  of  Kansas, 


On  this  ninth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1854,  before  me,  Andrer*-  H. 
Reeder,  Governor  of  the  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  James  S. 
Emery,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  First  District  of  said  Terri- 
tory, and  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says  thai  he 
will  supi)ort  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  will  faithfully  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  his  said  office.  J.  S.  Emep.y. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  November  9th,  1854. 

A-  H.  Reedee. 


November  9th,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  Joel  O.  Grover,  as  Con- 
stable of  the  First  District. 

record  of  oath. 
United  States  of  America,  \ 
Territory  of  Kansas,  j 

On  the  13th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1854,  before  me,  James  S.  Emery, 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  First  District  of  said  Territory.  r»er- 
sonally  came  Joel  Grover,  a  Constable  in  and  for  the  said  District  and  Ter- 
ritorv,  and  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  feithfully  discharge  the 
duties  of  his  said  office.  Joel  Grover. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me.  J.  S.  Emery, 

Justice  of  the  Peace, 


November  IOth,  1854. —  Proclamation  issued  for  an  election  to  be  held 
in  the  Territory  on  the  29th  inst.  for  the  election  of  a  Delegate  lo  ihe 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  the  places  of  election 
fixed,  officers  of  election  appointed,  and  rules  of  proceeding  as  follows : 

election  proclamation. 

United  States  of  America,  } 
Teerxtokt  of  Kansas,  \ 

f  To  the  Citizens  and  Qualified  Voters  of  said  Territory — Greeting:  I.  Andrew  H. 

Reeder.  Governor  of  said  Territory,  by  virtue  of  the  provL-ions  of  act 
of  Congress  approvt-d  the  thirtieth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  185-t,  entitled  "An  aci  :  j  or- 
ganize the  Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas,"  do  by  these  presents  order  and  di- 
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rect  that  an  election  shall  be  held  in  the  said  Territory  on  Wednesday,  the  29th  day  of 
November,  instant,  for  the  election  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  qualified 
voter  and  resident  of  said  Territory  to  the  office  of  Delegate  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States,  to  serve  until  the  fourth  day  of  March  next;  and 
qualified  voters  of  said  Territory  are  requested  to  assemble  on  said  day  within  each 
election  district,  at  the  place  of  holding  elections  in  such  district,  according  to  the 
schedule  of  election  districts  and  places  of  election  to  this  proclamation  annexed, 
within  the  hours  therein  specified,  and  vote  by  ballot  for  such  Delegate.  And  the 
judges  who  shall  be  appointed  to  open  and  conduct  the  said  election  will  assem- 
ble in  their  respective  districts  at  the  places  for  holding  said  election,  and  having 
made  the  necessary  preparation  and  taken  the  oaths  which  shall  be  prescribed,  will 
open  the  polls  for  the  reception  of  votes  between  the  hours  of  eight  and  ten  a.  m., 
and  keep  the  same  open  until  six  o'clock  p.  m.;  and  will  conduct  the  same  and  make 
returns  of  said  election  according  to  the  instructions  contained  in  the  schedule 
hereto  annexed. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  said  Territory,  this  tenth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, A.  D.  1854:.  A.  H.  Reedee.  Governor,  &c. 
Attest:  Danl.  Woodson,  Secretary. 

SCHEDULE. 

List  of  Election  Districts  and  Places  of  Holding  Elections: 
First  District. — Place  of  election,  office  of  Dr.  Charles  Robinson,  in  the  town  of 
Lawrence.    Judges  of  Election:  Nathaniel  T,  Johnson,  Oliver  T.  Hanscome,  and 
William  Miller. 

Second  District. — Place  of  election,  the  house  of  Paris  Ellison,  in  Douglas  City. 
Judges:  Jonathan  Cranmer,  0.  H.  Browne,  and  Andrew  ^McDonald. 

Third  District. — Place  of  election,  the  house  of  Thomas  Stinson,  at  Tecumseh. 
Judges:  John  Homer,  L.  D.  Stateler,  and  Anthony  Wood. 

Fourth  District. — Place  of  election,  the  house  of  Dr.    Chapman.  Judges: 

Joseph  Barnard,  James  Powell,  and  Dr.  Chapman. 

Fifth  District. — Place  of  election,  the  house  of  Henry  Sherman,  on  the  old  John 
Jones  improvement,  on  Pottawatomie  creek.  Judges:  James  Moore,  John  Van 
Horn,  and  Thomas  Polk. 

Sixth  District.— Vlace  of  election,  the  house  of  H.  T.  Wilson,  at  Fort  Scott. 
Judges:  Thomas  B.  Arnett,  H.  T.  Wilson,  and  AVm.  Godefroy. 

Seventh  District. — ^Place  of  election,  the  house  of  Fry  McGee,  at  110-Miles  creek, 
on  the  Santa  Fe  road.    Judges:  Fry  McGee,  David  Burge,  and  S.  W.  Boughton. 

Eighth  District. —'Place  of  election,  the  house  of  Ingraham  Baker,  on  the  Santa  Fe 
road.    Judges:    Thomas  Huffaker,  Charles  Withiugton,  and  Ingraham  Baker. 

Ninth  District. — Place  of  election,  the  house  of  Reynolds,  near  the  crossing  of 

Seven-Mile  creek.  Judges:  Robert  Wilson,  Hannibal  A.  Low,  and  Thaddeus  K. 
Mills. 

Tenth  District. — Place  of  election,  the  house  of  S.  D.  Dyer,  at  the  crossing  of  the 
Big  Blue  river.    Judges:  S.  D.  Houston,  Francis  Burgereau,  and  S.  D.  Dyer. 

Eleventh  District. — Place  of  election,  the  trading  house  of  Marshall  <fc  Woodward. 
Judges:  R.  C.  Bishop,  S.  M.  B.  Holmes,  and  William  Givens. 

Tn'clfth  District.— Place  of  election,  the  house  of  R.C.Miller.  Judges;  R.  C.  Mil- 
ler, E.  G.  Booth,  and  R.  C.  Wanton. 

Thirteenth  District. — Place  of  election,  the  house  of  G.  M.  Dyer,  at  the  town  of 
O^awkee.    Judges:  W.  H.  Tibbs,  G.  M.  Dyer,  and  D.  M.  Bailey. 

Fourteenth  District. — Place  of  election,  the  house  of  Beujaniin  Harding,  on  the  St. 
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Joseph  and  Oregon  road.  Judges:  J.  W,  Foreman,  Benjamin  Harding,  and  Samuel 
Irvin. 

Fifteenth  District. — Place  of  election,  the  house  of  Pascal  Penseneau,  on  the  Fort 
Leavenworth  and  Oregon  road.  Judges:  H.  B.  Jolly,  James  H.  Frazier,  and  A.  G. 
Boyd. 

Sixteenth  District. — Place  of  election,  the  house  of  Keller  and  Kyle,  Leavenworth 
City.    Judges:  D.  Z.  Smith,  Benjamin  H.  Twombly,  and  J.  M.  Alexander. 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  JUDGES  OF  ELECTION. 
The  three  judges  will  provide  for  each  poll  a  ballot-box,  with  a  slit  for  the  inser- 
tion of  the  ticket.    Before  entering  upon  their  duties  they  will  make  and  subscribe 
duplicate  copies  of  the  following  oath: 

We,   ,   ,   ,  do  severally  swear  that  we  will  perform  our  duties  as  judges  of  the  elec- 
tion to  be  held  this  day  in  the  —  District  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  to  the  best  of  our  judziiien: 

and  ability;  that  we  will  keep  a  correct  and  faithful  record  or  list  of  persons  who  shall  vote  2:  sa.id 
election;  that  we  will  poll  no  ticket  from  any  person  who  is  not  an  actual,  bonajide  resident  and  in- 
habitant of  said  Territory  on  the  day  of  election,  and  whom  we  shall  not  honestly  believe  to  t«e  a 
qualified  voter  according  to  the  act  of  Congress  organizing  said  Territory  ;  that  we  will  reject  the  voies 
of  all  and  every  non-resident  whom  we  shall  believe  to  have  couie  into  the  Territory  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  voting;  that  in  all  cases  where  we  are  ignorant  of  the  voter's  right,  we  will  require  legal 
evidence  thereof  by  his  own  oath  or  otherwise;  that  we  will  make  a  true  and  faithful  return  of  the 
votes  which  shall  be  polled,  to  the  Governor  of  said  Territory. 

The  polls  will  be  opened  for  the  reception  of  votes  between  eight  and  ten  o'clock 
A.  M.,  and  will  be  kept  open  continuously  until  six  o'clock  p.  m.  and  then  closed, 
unless  voters  are  then  offering  to  vote:  and  in  that  case,  as  soon  as  votes  cease  to 
be  continuously  offered.  The  judges  will  keep  two  corresponding  lists  of  persons 
who  shall  vote,  numbering  each  name.  When  a  dispute  arises  as  to  the  quaLi:3ca- 
tions  of  a  voter,  the  judges  may  examine  the  voter  or  any  other  person,  under  oath, 
upon  the  subject,  and  a  decision  of  a  majority  of  the  board  will  be  conclusive. 
When  the  poll  is  closed  the  judges  will  proceed  to  open  and  count  the  votes,  and 
will  keep  two  corresponding  tally-lists,  on  which  they  will  simultaneously  tally  as 
they  are  given  by  the  judge  who  shall  open  and  call  out  the  votes,  and  without  inter- 
ference or  handling  by  any  other  person.  When  the  votes  are  thus  counted  oS  and 
the  tally-lists  shall  agree,  the  judges  shall  then  publicly  proclaim  the  result,  and 
shall  draw  up  and  sign  duplicate  certificates  in  the  following  form: 

We,  the  undersigned,  judges  of  an  election  lield  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  November,  A.  1\  l;->4, 

at  the  house  of  ,  in  the  District  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  for  the  election  of  a  Pelegate 

to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  do  certify  upon  our  oaths,  and  to  the  best  of  our 
knowledge  and  belief,  that  the  following  is  a  true  and  correct  return  of  the  votes  polled  by  lawful  res- 
ident voters,  viz. : 

 Received.  Votes, 

 ..Received  Yott*. 

&c.,  &c.,  Ac. 

Witness  our  hands,  this  29th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1854. 

They  will  then  carefully  replace  the  said  counted  tickets  into  the  box.  with  one 
copy  of  the  oath,  one  list  of  voters  and  one  tally-list,  and  one  certificate  of  return. 
and  having  sealed  up  the  said  box,  will  carefully  preserve  the  same  until  called  for 
by  the  Governor  of  said  Territory,  in  the  event  of  its  correctness  being  contested- 
The  remaining  copy  of  the  oath,  list  of  voters,  tally-list,  and  return,  will  be 
taken  by  one  of  the  judges,  who  shall  deliver  the  same  in  person  to  the  Governor, 
on  or  before  Monday,  the  fourth  day  of  December  next,  at  his  ofiice  at  the  house  of 
Thomas  Johnson,  in  the  First  District.  The  judges  of  election  will  be  sworn  by  a 
judge  or  justice  of  the  peace,  or  in  the  absence  of  such  ofiicer,  they  may  be  swom 
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by  one  of  their  number,  who  shall,  in  his  turn,  be  sworn  by  one  of  those  thus  quali- 
fied, noting  at  the  foot  of  the  oath  by  whom  it  is  administered.  And  the  several 
judges  of  election  are  by  these  presents  invested  with  full  power  and  authority  to 
administer  the  oath  to  each  other,  and  to  voters  and  others,  touching  the  right  of  anv 
person  to  vote,  under  all  the  pains  and  penalties  of  perjury  attaching  to  oaths  ad- 
ministered by  judicial  officers.  If  one  or  more  of  the  judges  appointed  should  fail 
to  attend,  or  refuse  to  serve,  the  vacancy  may  be  supplied  by  the  voters  on  the 
ground  at  nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  any  vacancy  occurring  in  the  board  thereafter  may 
be  filled  by  the  reinaining  judges. 

QUALIFICATIONS  OF  VOTERS. 

By  the  Territorial  bill  it  is  provided  as  follows: 

"That  every  free  white  male  inhabitant  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  who  shall  be  an  actual 
resident  of  said  Territory  and  shall  possess  the  qualifications  hereinafter  prescribed,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  at  the  first  election:  Provided,  That  the  right  of  suffrage  and  of  holding  office  shall  be  exer- 
cised only  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  those  who  shall  have  declared  on  oath  their  intention 
to  become  such,  and  shall  have  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the 
provisions  of  this  act:  And  provided  farther.  That  no  otlQcer,  soldier,  seaman  or  marine,  or  other  person 
in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  or  attached  to  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  allowed  to  vote  or  hold  office  in  said  Territory  by  reason  of  being  on  service  therein." 

The  requisites  of  age  and  color  are  easily  understood;  that  of  residence  is  well  de- 
fined in  the  law.  and  means  the  actual  dwelling  or  inliabiting  in  the  Territory  to  the 
exclusion  of  any  other  present  domicil  or  home,  coupled  with  the  present  bona  fide 
intention  of  remaining  permanently  for  the  same  purpose. 

When  a  voter  is  not  a  native  of  the  United  States,  the  proof  of  his  right  to  vote 
must  be  the  production  of  his  certificate  of  naturalization,  or  of  his  declaration  of 
intention,  under  the  seal  of  the  court,  and  the  want  of  it  cannot  be  supplied  by  his 
oath.  In  case  he  has  only  declared  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen,  he  mu.-t  then 
be  sworn  by  the  judges  or  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  support  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  the  provisions  of  the  "Act  of  Congress,  approved  May  30th, 
1851,  to  organize  the  Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas."  A\^hen  this  latter  oath  is 
administered  to  a  voter,  the  word  "oath"  should  be  marked  opposite  his  name  on 
the  list.  The  meaning  of  the  last  proviso,  relative  to  the  Army  and  Navy,  is  that  the 
persons  designated  in  it  shall  not  vote  if  their  presence  in  the  Territory  is  referable 
only  to  the  performance  of  their  duties  and  the  obedience  of  orders.  The  officer  or 
soldier  who  would  vote  must  have  a  residence  (the  meaning  of  which  is  already  ex- 
plained) irrespective  and  independent  of  his  presence  here  under  orders. 

It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  say  that  every  voter  can  vote  only  in  his  own  district. 

CONTESTED  ELECTIONS. 

In  case  any  person  or  persons  shall  dispute  the  fairness  or  correctness  of  the  re- 
turn of  any  election  district,  they  shall  make  a  written  statement  directed  to  the 
Governor,  and  setting  forth  the  specific  cause  of  complaint,  or  errors  in  the  con- 
ducting or  returning  of  the  election  in  said  district,  signed  by  not  less  than  ten 
qualified  voters  of  the  Territory,  and  with  an  affidavit  of  one  or  m'ore  qualified 
voters  to  the  truth  of  the  facts  therein  stated;  and  the  said  complaint  and  affidavit 
shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor  on  or  before  the  fourth  day  of  December  next, 
when  the  proper  proceedings  will  be  taken  to  hear  and  decide  such  complaint. 

A.  H.  Reedeb,  Governor,  tic. 


KovEMBEPv  20th.,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  J.  Harvey  Day,  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  the  Sixteenth  District;  and  same  day  oath  adn\iuis- 
tered  as  follows : 
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record  of  oath. 
United  States  of  America,  1 
Territory  of  Kansas,  ) 

On  this  twentieth  day  of  ISTovember,  A.  D.  1854,  bofore  me,  the  under- 
signed, Governor  of  the  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Jeremiah  Har- 
vey Day,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  Sixteenth  District  of  said 
Territory,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  will  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of 
his  said  office.  J.  Harvey  Day. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  November  20,  1854,  before 

A.  H.  Reeder,  Governor,  d'c. 


November  20th,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  Alfred  Cunningham,  as 
Constable  for  the  Sixteenth  District ;  and  same  day  an  oath  administered  as 
follows : 

RECORD  of  oath. 

United  State's  of  A^ierica,  ] 
Territory  of  Kansas,  J 

On  this  twentieth  day  of  November,  1854,  before  me,  the  undersigned, 
Governor  of  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Alfred  Cunningham,  a 
Constable  of  said  Territory  in  and  for  the  Sixteenth  District,  and  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  well  and  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of  his  said  otnce. 

Alfred  Cunningham, 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  November  20th,  1854,  before 

A.  H.  Reeder,  Governor,  d'C. 


November  24th,  1854. —  Executive  oHice  removed  to  the  house  of 
Thomas  Johnson,  at  the  Shawnee  Mission  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  Jno.  A.  Halderman  appointed  Executive  Clerk  pro  tern. 


November  25th,  1854. —  Issued  the  following  supplemental  proclama- 
tion for  the  formation  of  the  Seventeenth  Election  District : 

PROCLAMATION. 

United  States  of  America,  I  ^ 
Teeeitoky  of  Kansas,  \ 
|.  Whereas,  by  proclamation  bearing  date  the  tenth  day  of  NoTember.  inst.. 

an  election  for  a  Delegate  to  represent  said  Territory  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  has  been  ordered  to  be  held  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  November,  inst.,  at  the  several  places  and  within  the  several  districts 
on  said  i)roclamation  set  forth;  and  whereas,  it  seems  expedient  that  the  First  Dis- 
trict should  be  divided:  Now,  know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Andrew  H. 
Reeder,  Governor  of  said  Territory,  do  by  tliese  presents  order  and  direct  that  a  new 
election  district  shall  be  organized,  to  be  called  the  Seventeenth  District,  as  follows: 
Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Kansas  river:  thence  up  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  CV  Jar 
creek;  thence  up  said  creek  to  the  Santa  Fe  road;  thence  by  said  road  and  the  Mis- 


EXECUTIVE  MINUTES. 


45 


souri  State  line  to  the  place  of  beginning;  and  that  Thomas  Johnson,  Cyperian 
Chouteau  and  Davis  Thayer  are  appointed  the  judges  of  said  election,  in  said  dis- 
trict, who  are  hereby  invested  with  the  same  power  and  authority  and  made  subject 
to  the  same  duties  and  instructions  as  are  contained  in  the  aforesaid  proclamation, 
bearing  date  the  10th  day  of  November:  and  the  qualified  voters  residing  within 
said  bounds  will  assemble  at  the  house  of  B.  F.  Robinson,  and  vote  for  such  Dele- 
gate, under  all  the  rules,  regulations  and  restrictions  contained  in  said  proclama- 
tion. 

Given  under  niy  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  Territory,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of 
Isovember,  1854.  A.  H.  Reedek,  Governor,  &€. 

Attest: — Danl.  Woodson,  Secretary. 


NoYEMBEPw  25th,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  Thomas  W.  Waterson, 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  Fourteenth  District;  and  same  day  oath  ad- 
ministered as  follows : 

record  of  oath. 
United  States  of  America,") 
Territory  of  Kansas,  f 

On  this  25th  day  of  Kovember,  A.  D.  1854,  before  the  undersigned,  Gov- 
ernor of  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Thomas  AY.  AVaterson,  a  Jus- 
tice of  tlie  Peace  of  the  said  Territory,  and  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  fiiith- 
fully  perform  the  duties  of  said  office.  Thomas  AV.  Waterson. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  November  25th,  1854,  before  me. 

A.  H.  Reeder,  Governor,  &c. 


^NOVEMBER  25th,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  James  R.  Whitehead,  as 
Constable  for  the  Fourteenth  District ;  and  same  day  oath  administered  as 
follows : 

RECORD  of  oath. 


United  States  of  America, 
Territory  of  Kansas, 


On  this  25th  day  of  IS'ovember,  A.  D.  1854,  before  the  undersigned,  Gov- 
ernor of  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  James  R.  Whitehead,  a  Con- 
stable of  said  Territory,  and  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  will  faithfully  perform 
the  duties  of  said  office.  James  R.  Whitehead. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  jSTovember  25tli,  1854,  before  me. 

A.  H.  Reeder,  Governor,  &c. 


December  2d,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  John  Horner,  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  the  Third  District. 

record  of  oath. 
United  States  of  America,  },  ^ 

Teriutory  of  Kansas,  ) 

On  this  fifth  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1854,  before  the  subscriber.  Gover- 
nor of  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  John  Horner,  a  Justice  of  the 
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Peace  of  said  Territory,  and  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes 
and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
will  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  his  said  office.        John  Horxer. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  December  5th,  1854. 

A.  PI.  Reeder. 


October  3d,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  Samuel  D.  Lecorapte,  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  Territory,  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

record  of  oath. 

United  States  of  America,  \ 
Territory  of  Kansas,  J 

On  this  fifth  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1854,  before  me,  the  Governor  of 
said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Samuel  D.  Lecompte,  Chief  Justice  of 
the  said  Territory,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  will  faithfully  perform  the 
duties  of  his  said  ofiice.  Same.  D.  Lecompte. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  December  5th,  1854,  before 

.  A.  H.  Reeder,  Governor,  d'C. 


December  Bth,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  T.  W.  Hays,  as  Constable 
for  the  Third  District ;  and  same  day  oath  administered  as  follows : 

RECORD  OF  OATH. 


United  States  of  America, 
Territory  of  Kansas, 


On  this  sixth  day  of  December,  xV.  D.  1854,  before  the  undersigned, 
Secretary  of  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  T.  W.  Hays,  a  Constable 
of  said  Territory,  and  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says 
that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  faithfully 
perform  the  duties  of  his  said  office.  T.  W.  Hays. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  Dec.  6th,  1854,  before 

Dane.  Woodson,  Secretary. 


December  6tii,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  William  Brahara,  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  the  Fifteenth  District. 

record  of  oath. 


United  States  of  America, 
Territory  of  Kansas, 


On  this  twenty-first  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1854,  before  the  subscriber, 
Governor  of  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  William  Braham,  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  the  Fifteenth  District  of  said  Territory,  and  being  duly 
sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitu- 
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tion  of  the  United  States,  and  will  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  his 
said  office.  William  Braham. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  December  21,  1854. 

A.  H,  Reeder,  Governor,  d:c. 


December  6th,  18o4. —  Commission  issued  to  A.  C.  P.  Haynes,  as  Con- 
stable for  the  Fifteenth  District. 


December  14th,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  James  Kuykendall,  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  Thirteenth  District. 

record  of  oath. 


United  States  of  America, 
Territory  of  Kansas, 


On  this  14th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1854,  before  the  subscriber,  Gov- 
ernor of  the  said  Territory  of  Kansas,  personally  appeared  James  Kuyken- 
dall, a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  said  Territory,  who,  being  duly  sworn? 
deposes  and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  will  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of  his  said  office. 

J.  Kutkendall. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  December  14,  1854. 

A.  H.  Reeder,  Governor,  d'c. 


oath  of  deputy  marshal  C.  B.  DONALDSON. 


United  States  of  America, 
Territory  of  Kansas, 


Personally  appeared  before  me.  Rush  Elmore,  Associate  Justice  in  and 
for  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  Chauncey  B.  Donaldson,  who  on  oath  says  that 
he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  tlie  United  States,  and  faithfully  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  Deputy  Marshal  in  and  for  the  Territory  of  Kansas 
aforesaid.    So  help  me  God.  C.  B,  Donaldson. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  the  tenth  day  of  Xovember, 
A.  D.  1854.  Rush  Elmore, 

Associate  Justice  Territory  of  Kansas. 


December  26th,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  Jonathan  J.  Cranmer,  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  Second  District,  and  oath  administered. 

RECORD  OF  OATH. 


United  States  of  America, 
Territory  of  Kansas, 


On  this  26th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1854,  before  the  undersigned.  Gov- 
ernor of  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Jonathan  J.  Cranmer,  a  Jr.s- 
tice  of  the  Peace  for  the  Second  District  of  said  Territory,  who,  being  duly 
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sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  will  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  his  said  office. 

Jonathan  J.  Cranmer. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  December  26,  1854. 

A.  H.  Reeder. 


December  4th,  1854. —  The  judges  of  the  several  election  districts 
made  return'of  the  votes  polled  at  the  election  held  on  the  29th  day  of 
November  last  for  Delegate  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  votes  in  the  said  several  districts 
were  as  follows,  viz. : 


DISTRICTS. 

J.  W.  Whitneld 

A.  Wakefield 

R.  P.  Flenniken 

John  B.  Chapvian 
received   

Chas.  Robinson 

S.  C.  Pomeroy 

P.  Blood  received...} 

!  * 

First  

46 

188 

51 
6 

9 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2.3.5 

20 

Third  

40 

7 

1 

140 
G.3 

21 

Fifth  

4 

15 

::= 

Sixth   

105 

597 

7 

16 
9 

Niuth  

31 



Teotb  

2 

6 

29 

237 

Twelfth  

31 

9 

■ 

Thirteenth  

69 



130 

Fifteenth  

267 



39 



Sixteenth  

222 
49 

80 

13 





2,258 

248 

305 

16 

2 

1 

1 

December  5th,  1854. —  On  examining  and  collating  the  returns,  J.  ^Y. 
Whitfield  is  declared  by  the  Governor  to  be  duly  elected  Delegate  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States ;  and  same  day  certificate  of 
the  Governor,  under  the  seal  of  the  Territory,  issued  to  said  J.  W.  AVhit- 
field,  of  his  election. 


December  23d,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  Samuel  D.  Dyer,  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  the  Tenth  District. 


MINUTES  OF  1855. 

January  I.st,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  William  Dyer,  as  Constable 
for  the  Tenth  District. 

January  3d,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  Joel  K.  Goodin,  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  the  First  and  Seventeenth  Districts. 
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Commission  issued  to  John  Speer,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  First 
and  Seventeenth  Districts. 

Commission  issued  to  Simon  Hopper,  as  C(mstable  for  the  First  and  Sev- 
enteenth Districts. 


record  of  oath. 

United  States  of  America,  } 
Territory  of  Kansas,  j 

On  this,  the  4th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1855,  before,  the  undersigned. 
Governor  of  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Joel  K.  Goodin,  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  of  said  Territory  in  and  for  the  First  and  Seventeenth  Dis- 
tricts of  said  Territory,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes 
and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and 
faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  his  said  office.  J.  K.  Goodin. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  January  4th,  1855. 

A.  H.  Reeder,  Governor,  d'c. 


RECORD  OF  O-ATH. 

Untied  States  of  America,"! 
Territory  of  Kansas,     j  " 

On  this  twenty-third  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1854,  before  the  under- 
signed, AVilliam  Braham,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  said  Territory,  personally 
appeared  A.  C.  Haynes,  a  Constable  of  said  Territory  for  the  Fifteenth 
District,  and  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says  that  he 
will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  will  laithfully  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  his  said  office.  A.  C.  P.  Haynes. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  23d  December,  1854, 

William  Braham,  J.  P. 


record  of  oath. 

United  States  of  America,  | 
Territory  of  Kansas,  J 

On  this  eighth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  subscriber,  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  of  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  John  Speer,  a  J us- 
tice  of  the  Peace  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  in  and  for  the  First  and 
Seventeenth  Districts  of  said  Territory,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according 
to  law,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  suport  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  his  said  office. 

John  Speer. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  January  8,  1855. 

J.  S.  Emery,  Justice, 

RECORD  of  oath. 

United  States  of  America,  ] 
Territory  of  Kansas,  )' 

On  this  eighth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  subscriber,  a  Jus- 
tice of  tlie  Peace  of  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Simon  Hopper,  a 
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Constable  for  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  in  and  for  the  First  and  Seven- 
teenth Districts  of  said  Territory,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  faithfully 
discharge  the  duties  of  his  said  office.  Simon  Hoppee. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  January  8,  1855. 

John  SpeePv,  J.  P. 


KECOPwD  OF  OATH. 


United  States  of  America, 
Territory  of  Kansas, 


On  this  tenth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  undersigned,  Chief 
Justice  of  the  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Samuel  D.  Dyer,  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  the  Tenth  District  of  said  Territory,  Avho,  being  duly 
sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  faithfully  perforin  the  duties  of  his  said  office. 

*  Samuel  D.  Dyer. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me.  Samuel  D.  Lecompte. 


RECORD  of  oath. 

United  States  of  America,  ) 
Territory  of  Kansas,     J  '''' 

On  this  tenth  day  of  January,  xV.  D.  1855,  before  the  undersigned,  Chief 
Justice  of  the  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  William  Dyer,  a  Consta- 
ble of  the  Tenth  District  of  the  said  Territory,  and  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
poses and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  will  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of  his  said  office. 

William  Dyer. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me.  Samuel  D.  Lecompte. 


January  12th,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  William  P.  McClure,  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  Eleventh  District. 

Commission  issued  to  Robert  E.  Bishop,  as  Constable  for  the  Eleventh 
District. 


record  of  oath. 


United  States  of  America, 
Territory  of  Kansas, 


On  this  twelftli  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  undersigned, 
Governor  of  the  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  William  P.  ^NFoClure, 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  Eleventh  District  of  said  Territory,  and  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  will  perform  the  duties  of  his  said  office  with  lidelity. 

Wm.  p.  McCluke.  ' 

Sworn  and  subscribed  January  12,  1855,  before 

A.  H.  Reeder,  Governor.  d'C. 
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January  13th,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  Arthur  I.  Baker,  as  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  the  Eighth  District. 

RECORD  OF  OATH. 

IJxiTED  States  of  America,  \ 
Territory  of  Kansas,     j  "'^* 

On  this  thirteenth  day  of  January,  1855,  before  the  undersigned,  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  personally  appeared  Arthur  Ingraliam 
Baker,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  said  Territory,  and  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
poses and  says  that  he  "vvill  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  will  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of  his  said  office.       A.  I.  Baker. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  January  13,  1855,  before 

A.  H.  Beeder,  Governor,  d'c. 


January  13th,  1855. —  Commission  to  Charles  H.  Withington,  as  Con- 
stable for  the  Eighth  District. 

record  of  oath. 


United  States  of  America, 
Territory  of  Kansas, 


On  this  16th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  undersigned.  Gov- 
ernor of  the  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Charles  H.  Withington,  a 
Constable  of  the  said  Territory,  and  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  will  faith- 
fully perform  the  duties  of  his  said  office.  C.  H.  Withington. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  January  16th,  1855,  before  me. 

A.  H.  Beeder,  Governor,  &c. 


January'  20th,  1855. — Joel  0.  Grover's  resignation  of  the  office  of  Con- 
stable for  the  First  District  received. 


January'  22d,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  C.  K.  Holliday,  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  the  Third  District. 

Commission  issued  to  D.  TL  Horne,  as  Constable  for  the  Third  District. 

Commission  issued  to  S.  M,  Salter,  as  Constable  for  the  First  and  Seven- 
teenth Districts. 


January  25th,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  John  Smith,  as  C£)nstable 
for  the  Sixteenth  District. 


January  31st,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  Adam  Carnes,  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  the  Fifth  District. 
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RECORD  OF  OATH. 


United  States  of  America, 
Territory  of  Kansas, 


On  this  31st  day  of  January,  1855,  before  the  undersigned,  Governor  of 
said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Adam  Carnes,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  in  and  for  the  Fifth  District  of  said  Territory, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  faithfully  discharge  the 
duties  of  his  said  office.  A.  Carnes. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  January  31,  1855. 

A.  H.  Reeder,  Governor,  &c. 


January  31,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  John  S.  Whitman,  as  Con- 
stable for  the  Fifth  District. 


February  3,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  Reuben  Hackett,  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  the  Fourth  District. 

record  of  oath. 


United  States  of  America, 
Territory  of  Kansas, 


On  this  third  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  und.ersigned,  Gov- 
ernor of  the  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Reuben  Hackett,  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  of  the  said  Territory,  in  and  for  the  Fourth  District,  and  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  will  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of  his  said  office. 

Reuben  Hackett. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  February  3, 1855. 

A.  H.  Reeder,  Governor. 

February  3,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  James  P.  Moore,  as  Consta- 
ble for  the  Fourth  District. 


February'  2,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  Elijah  S.  Wilhite,  as  Justice 
the  Peace  for  the  Fifteenth  District. 


February'  7,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  John  Serpell,  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  the  Fifth  District. 

record  of  oath. 

United  States  of  America,  ] 
Territory'  of  Kansas,  ) 

On  this  seventh  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  undersigned, 
Governor  of  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  John  Serpell,  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  in  and  for  the  Fifth  District  of  said  Ter- 
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ritory,  wbo,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United' States,  and  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  his  said 
office.  John  Serpell. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  February  7th,  1855. 

A.  H.  Eeeder,  Governor. 

December  4th,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  Claiborne  R.  Mobley,  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  Ninth  District. 

RECORD  OF  OATH. 


United  States  of  America, 
Territory  of  Kansas, 


On  this  fourth  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1854,  before  the  undersigned,  Gov- 
ernor of  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Claiborne  R.  Mobley,  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  of  said  Territory,  and  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that 
he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  will  faithfully  per- 
form the  duties  of  his  said  office.  C.  R.  Mobley. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  December  4th,  1854,  before  me. 

A.  H.  Reeder. 


December  4th,  1854. —  Commission  issued  to  James  Fraser,  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  the  Fifteenth  District. 


RECORD  OF  OATH. 


United  States  of  America, 
Territory  of  Kansas, 


On  this  the  second  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  undersigned, 
James  Kuykendall,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  per- 
sonally appeared  James  Gray,  a  Constable  of  said  Territory,  who  being 
duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  his 
said  office.  James  Gray. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  February  2d,  A.  D.  1855. 

James  Kuykendall, 
Justice  of  the  Peace ^  Kansas  Territory. 


RECORD  OF  oath. 

United  States  of  America,  | 
Territory  of  Kansas,  j 

Samuel  31.  Salters,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  as  Constable 
of  the  First  District  of  the  said  Territory  of  Kansas,  he  will  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  will  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of 
his  gaid  office.  S.  M.  Salters. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  February  2d,  1855,  before  me. 

J.  K.  Goodin,  J.  P. 
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December  21,  18d4. —  Commission  issued  to  William  Martin,  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  the  Fifteenth  District. 


record  of  oath. 
United  States  of  America,  ] 
Territory  of  Kansas,  j 
On  this  the  third  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  undersigned,  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  personally  appeared  John 
S.  Wightman,  a  Constable  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  in  and  for  the  Fifth 
District  of  said  Territory,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes 
and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  his  said  office.      John  S.  Wightman. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  February  3d,  1855. 

  A.  Carnes,  J.  P. 


record  of  oath. 
United  States  of  America,  ) 
Territory  of  Kansas,  j 

On  this  thirteenth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  undersigned. 
Governor  of-^aid  Territory,  personally  appeared  Cyrus  K.  Holliday,  Esq., 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  Third  District  of  said  Territory,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  his  said  office.  . 

C.  K.  Holliday. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  February  loth,  1855,  before  me. 

A.  H.  R elder. 


February  15tii,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  Wiley  Williams,  as  Con- 
stable of  the  Fifteenth  District. 

Commission  issued  to  Robert  S.  Merchant,  as  Constable  of  the  Fifteenth 
District. 

Commission  issued  to  Nathaniel  B.  Stephens,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
the  Fifteenth  District. 


February  23d,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  Harrison  Burson,  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  of  the  Second  District. 


February  25Tn,  1855. — Resignation  of  J.  H.  Day,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  Sixteenth  District,  received,  to  take  effect  from  the  first  of  ^larch, 
proximo. 

February  27tii,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  T.  Harrison  Nichols,  aa 
Constable  of  the  First  District. 

Commission  issued  to  Obadiah  B.  Tebbs,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the 
Thirteenth  District. 
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Commission  issued  to  William  C.  Wanton,  as  Constable  of  the  Thirteenth 
District. 

January  15th,  1855. — The  following  persons  appointed  to  take  the  cen- 
i^us  and  enumeration  of  qualified  voters  in  the  several  districts  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, viz. : 

First  District,  C.  W.  Babcock. 

Second  District.,  O.  H.  Browne.  » 
Third  District,  T.  W.  Hayes. 

Fourth,  Seventh  and  Eighth  Districts,  C.  B.  Donaldson. 
Fifth  and  Sixth  Districts,  William  Barbee.  ' 
Kinth  and  Tenth  Districts,  Martin  F.  Conway. 
Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Districts,  B.  H.  Twombley. 
Thirteenth  and  Fifteenth  Districts,  H.  B.  JoUey. 
Fourteenth  District,  Albert  Heed. 
Sixteenth  District,  Charles  Leib. 
Seventeenth  District,  Alexander  S.  Johnson. 


February  12th,  1855. — J.  R.  MeClure  appointed  to  take  the  census  in 
the  Seventh  and  Eighth  Districts,  in  the  place  of  C.  B.  Don^dson,  who  is 
unable  to  act. 


record  of  oath. 

United  States  of  America,  | 
Territory  of  Kansas,  ) 
On  this  twentieth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  undersigned, 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Daniel  H. 
Horne,  a  Constable  in  and  for  the  Third  District  of  said  Territory,  who, 
being  duly  s^vorn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  his  said  office, 

Daniel  H.  Horne. 
Sworn  and  subscribed,  February  20th,  1855,  before  me. 

C.  K.  HoLLiDAY,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


record  of  oath. 

United  States  of  America,  | 
Territory  of  Kansas,  j 

On  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  under- 
i^igned.  Governor  of  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Obadiah  B.  Tebbs, 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  Thirteenth  District  of  said  Territory, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  will  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of  his  said 
office.  O.  B.  Tebf>s. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  February  27th,  1855,  before  me. 

A.  H.  Reeder. 
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•  February  24Tii,  1855. — An  additional  election  district  erected,  com- 
prising portions  of  the  present  Eleventh,  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  Districts, 
to  be  called  the  Eighteenth  Ek^ction  District,  and  proclamation  issued,  viz. : 

United  States  of  Amekica,  I  ^ 

Tekrttory  of  Kansas,      )  "  ' 
[seal,  ]    '^'^  """^  Qaalificd  Voters  of  the,  Territory  of  Kansas:  I.  Andrew  H. 

Reeder,  Governor  of  the  said  Territory,  do  hereby  proclaim  and  make 
known  that  I  have  erected  an  additional  election  district,  comprising  portions  of 
the  present  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  and  Thrrteentli  Election  Districts,  to  be  called  the 
Eighteenth  Election  District,  and  to  include  the  settlements  on  the  waters  of  the 
Nemaha,  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  to  wit:  Commencing  in  the  Ycrmillion 
branch  of  the  Blue  river,  at  the  crossing  of  the  military  road  from  Fort  Leaven- 
worth to  Fort  Kearney;  thence  due  north  to  the  line  of  the  Territory:  thence  along- 
the  same,  east,  to  the  line  of  the  Fourteenth  Election  District;  thence  south  along 
the  line  of  the  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  Election  Districts,  to  the  aforesaid  military 
road;  and  thence  by  the  middle  of  said  road  to  the  place  of  beginning.  The  place 
of  election  of  said  district  will  be  at  the  house  of  W.  W.  jNIoore,  where  the  St.  Joseph 
road  crosses  the  Nemaha, 

And  further,  that  I  have  detached  from  the  Eleventh  and  added  to  the  Tenth 
Election  District  the  following  portion  of  territory,  to  wit:  Beginning  in  the  Ver- 
million river  at  the  crossing  of  the  Independence  emigrant  road;  thence  up  said 
road  beyond  the  house  of  Josiah  G,  Adams;  thence  due  east  along  the  northern  side 
of  said  house,  to  the  said  road,  and  down  said  road  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Witness  my\and  and  the  seal  of  said  Territory,  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, A.  D.  1855.  A.  H.  Reedek,  Goremor,  t(-c. 

Attest:  Danl.  Woodson.  Secretary. 

February  26tii,  1855. —  The  following  proclamation  issued,  defining 
the  judicial  districts  of  the  Territory,  etc. : 

RROCLAMATION. 

United  States  of  Amekica,  ) 
Tebhitoky  of  Kansas,  5 
r         T    To  the  Citizens  and  Inhabitants  of  ike  Territory  of  Kansas:    I.  Andrew  H. 

SEAT..  1  ' 

Reeder,  Governor  of  the  said  Territory,  do  hereby  proclaim  and  make 
known  that  under  and  by  virtue,  of  the  authority  conferred  and  the  duty  enjoined 
by  the  thirty-fifth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  thirtieth  day  of  May, 
A.  D.  1854,  entitled  '"An  act  to  organize  the  Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas."  I 
have,  until  otherwise  provided  by  law,  delined  the  judicial  districts  of  the  said  Ter- 
ritory, and  assigned  one  of  the  said  districts  to  each  of  the  Judges  appointed  for 
the  said  Territory;  and  have  also  appointed  the  times  and  places  for  holding  the 
courts  in  the  said  Districts,  as  follows,  that  is  to  say: 

All  of  the  said  Territory  embraced  within  the  following  bounds  shall  constitute 
the  First  Judicial  District,  to  wit:  Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river; 
thence  up  the  Missouri  river  to  the  northern  line  of  the  Territory;  thence  along  said 
line  west  to  the  line  between  the  Eleventh  and  Eigliteenth  Election  Districts:  thence 
down  said  line  to  the  inilitary  road  leading  from  Fort  Leavenworth  to  Fort  Kciirney: 
thence  along  said  road  to  the  line  between  the  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  Election  Dis- 
tricts; thence  down  the  same  and  the  waters  of  Soldier  creek,  along  the  wt-stern 
shore  thereof  to  the  Kansas  river,  and  down  the  same  on  the  southern  shore  thereof 
tt)  the  place  of  beginning,  including  the  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth.  Six- 
teenth and  Eighteenth  Election  Districts;  which  said  district  is  assigned  to  Chief 
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Justice  S.  D.  Lecompte,  and  the  courts  thereof  shall  be  held  at  the  town  of  Leaven- 
worth. 

All  of  said  territory  embraced  within  the  following  bounds  shall  constitute  the 
Second  Judicial  District,  to  wit:  Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river: 
thence  up  the  same  along  the  southern  shore  thereof  to  the  western  line  of  the  Potta- 
watomie Reservation:  thence  along  the  western  and  southern  lines  of  said  Reserva- 
tion to  the  head-waters  of  the  Wakarusa,  or  the  nearest  point  thereto;  and  thence 
directly  to  and  down  the  northern  shore  of  the  same  to  the  east  side  of  the  house  of 
Charles  Matingly:  thence  due  south  to  the  middle  of  the  Santa  Fe  road;  thence 
westwardly  along  the  middle  of  said  road  to  Eock  creek;  thence  due  south  to  the  north 
line  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Reservation;  thence  along  the  north  and  west  lines  thereof  and 
due  south  to  the  Neosho  river;  thence  up  the  southern  shore  of  said  river  and  of  the 
south  branch  thereof  to  the  head;  thence  due  south  to  the  line  of  the  Territory :  and 
thence  by  the  south  and  east  lines  of  the  Territory  to  the  place  of  beginning;  to  in- 
clude the  First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Sixth  and  Seventeenth  Election  Dis- 
tricts. The  said  district  is  assigned  to  Hon.  Rush  Elmore,  and  the  courts  thereof 
shall  be  held  at  the  town  of  Tecumseh. 

The  residue  of  the  Territory,  comprising  the  Seventh,  Eighth,  Ninth.  Tenth. 
Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Election  Districts,  shall  constitute  the  Third  Judicial  District, 
which  is  assigned  to  Hon.  Saunders  W.  Johnston,  and  the  courts  thereof  shall  be 
held  at  the  town  of  Pawuee. 

The  regular  terms  t>f  court  shall  be  as  follows: 

At  Leavenworth,  on  the  third  Monday  of  April  and  third  Monday,  of  October. 

At  Tecumseh.  on  second  Monday  after  third  Monday  of  April,  and  second  Mon- 
day after  third  Monday  of  October. 

At  Pawnee,  on  fourth  Monday  after  third  Monday  of  April,  and  fourth  Monday 
after  third  Monday  of  October. 

Special  and  preliminary  terms  will  be  held  at  Leavenworth,  on  ^londay,  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  ]Marchnext;  at  Tecumseh,  on  Monday,  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  March 
next;  and  at  Pawnee,  on  Monday,  the  second  day  of  April  next,  at  ten  o'clock  a.  i?.: 
at  which  times  all  persons  bound  by  recognizance  or  otherwise  to  appear  at  the  firsi 
term  of  said  courts  will  appear  at  the  places  so  as  aforesaid  fixed  for  their  respect- 
ive districts,  and  all  justices  of  the  peace  who  have  taken  recognizances  for  the 
appearance  of  any  person  charged  before  them  will,  at  or  before  the  commencement 
of  the  said  special  or  preliminary  term,  make  return  of  the  same  to  the  clerk  of 
their  respective  districts  or  to  A.  J.  Lsacks,  Esq.,  the  United  States  Attorney. 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  said  Territory,  this  twenty-sixth  day  of 
February.  A.  D.  1855.  A.  H.  Reedeb,  Governor. 

Attest:  Danl,  "Woodsox.  Secretary. 

record  of  oath. 
United  States  of  America,  ) 

iERPvITORY  OF   KANSAS,  J 

On  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  unrler- 
>igned,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  said  Territory,  pei-soiuilly 
appeared  Robert  C.  Bishop,  a  Constable  of  the  said  Territory,  and  being 
<luly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Constituti(»n  of  ihe 
United  States,  and  will  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of  his  said  oifice. 

Robert  C.  Bishof. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  January  29,  1855. 

Wm.  p.  I\[cCluke,  J.  P. 
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record  of  oath. 

United  States  of  America,  | 
Territory  of  Kansas,  j 

On  this  seventeenth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  undersigned, 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Wiley  Wil- 
liams, a  Constable  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  in  and  for  the  Fifteenth 
District  of  said  Territory,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he 
will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  faithfully  perfarm 
the  duties  of  his  said  office.  Wiley  Williams. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  February  17th,  1855,  before  me. 

Elijah  S.  Wilhite,  Justice  of  Peace. 
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United  States  of  America, 
Territory  of  Kansas, 


On  this  seventeenth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  undersigned, 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Nathaniel 
B.  Stephens,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  in  and  for 
the  Fifteenth  District  of  said  Territory,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  and  faith- 
fully discharge  the  duties  of  his  said  office.  N.  B.  Stephens. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  February  17th,  1855,  before  me. 

Elijah  S.  Wilhite,  Justice  of  Peace. 


March  2d,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  Marcus  H.  Rose,  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  the  Seventh  District. 

Commission  issued  to  George  Bratton,  as  Constable  of  the  Seventh  District. 

record  of  oath. 


United  States  of  Aimertca, 
Territory^  of  Kansas, 


On  this  second  day  of  jNIarch,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  undersigned,  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Robert 
S.  ^Merchant,  a  Constable  of  the  Fifteenth  District  of  said  Territory,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  perform  faithfully  the  duties  of  his  said  office. 

R.  S.  ^Ierchant. 

Sworn  and  Subscribed,  March  2,  1855,  before  me. 

E.  S.  Wilhite,  Justice  Peace. 


March  3,  1855. — The  persons  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  make  an 
enumeration  of  inhabitants  and  qualified  voters  in  the  Territory  having 
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made  their  returns,  the  following  table  of  inhabitants  and  qualified  voter: 
in  the  several  districts  is  compiled  therefrom : 


I  Males. 


First  District  

Second  District  

Third  District  

Fourth  District.......  

Fifth  District  i 

Sixth  Di.nrict  

Seventh  District  ' 

Eighth  District  ! 

Niolh  District  

Tenth  District  

Eleventh  District  ' 

Twelfth  District  

Thirteenth  District  

Fourteenth  District  ] 

Fifteenth  District  i 

Sixteenth  District  { 

Seventeenth  District  | 

Eighteenth  District  


623 
316 
161 
106 
824 
492 
82 
56 
61 

33 
104 
163 
6oo 
492 
708 
91 
59 


Females  Voters. 


339 
203 
91 
71 
583 
318 
36 
27 
25 
54 
3 
40 
116 
512 
381 
475 
59 
40 


369 
199 
101 
47 
442 
253 
53 
39 
36 
63 
24 


334 
308 
385 
50 
28 


5,128  I    .3,383  i  2,905 


MlTlOTS. 


459 
237 
112 
97 
724 
418 
50 
28 
31 
61 
5 
85 
145 


448 
514 
54 
51 

3.469 


Na.  U.  S. 


887 
506 
215 
169 
1,385 
791 
117 


108 
30 
109 
273 
301 
846 
1,042 
143 
97 


.161 


birih  l^^^ff^*^^^-  Slacesi^Total. 


75 
19 
12 

2 
22 
12 

1 

7 
12 
23 

6 
37 

9 
46 
16 
104 


408 


151 


RECORD  OF  OATH. 

U>'iTED  States  of  America,  ) 
Territory  of  Kansas,  j 

On  this  eighth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  undersigned,  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  personally  appeared  George 
Russell,  Esq.,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  Sixteenth  District  of 
said  Territory,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of 
his  said  office.  George  Russell. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  March  8th,  A.  D.  1855. 

E.  S.  WiLHITE, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  Jor  loth  District,  K.  T. 


March  5th,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  George  Russell  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  the  Sixteenth  District. 


March  8th,  1855. —  The  following  proclamation,  ordering  an  election 
for  members  of  the  Territorial  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
issued : 

PROCLAMATION. 

United  States  of  America,  \  _^  . 

TKiiKITOKY  OF  KaNSAS,  ) 

[seal  ]  ■^'^  Qualified  Voters  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas:  I,  Andrew  H.  Eeeder,  Gov- 
ernor of  the  said  Territory,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congre.ss  pa.ssed  the 
thirtieth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  185-i,  entitled  "An  act  to  organize  the  Territories  of 
Nebraska  and  Kansas,"  do,  by  these  presents,  prochiim,  order  and  direct  that  an 
election  be  lu'ld  in  said  Territory  on  Friday,  the  thirtieth  day  of  March.  A.  D.  l^o'>, 
for  thirteen  meniber.sof  Council  and  twenty-six  members  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
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atives,  to  constitute  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  said  Territory;  and  the  qualified 
voters  of  the  Territory  are  hereby  requested  to  meet  on  said  day,  at  the  places  of 
holding  elections  in  their  several  districts  and  precincts,  as  hereinafter  speciiied,  to 
vote  by  ballot  for  the  number  of  candidates  hereinafter  apportioned  to  the  respect- 
ive districts;  and  the  said  election  shall  be  conducted  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
prescribed. 

LIST   OF  ELECTION   DISTRICTS   AS  HEEETOFOKE  ERECTED. 

First  District. —  Commencing  in  the  Kansas  river,  at  the  mouth  of  Cedar  creek; 
thence  up  said  river  to  the  first  tributary  above  the  town  of  Lawrence;  thence  up 
said  tributary  to  its  source;  thence  by  a  direct  line  to  the  west  side  of  F.  Rolf's 
house;  thence  by  a  due  south  line  to  the  Santa  Fe  road,  and  along  the  middle  of  said 
road  to  a  point  due  soutli  of  the  source  of  said  Cedar  creek;  thence  due  north  to 
the  source  of  said  Cedar  creek,  and  down  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Second  District. —  Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Spring  branch,  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Kansas  river;  thence  up  said  branch  to  its  furthest  source;  thence  by  a 
southerly  line  crossing  the  Wakarusa  river,  on  the  east  side  of  the  house  of  Charles 
Matney,  to  the  middle  of  the  Santa  Fe  road;  thence  along  the  middle  of  said  road  to 
the  line  of  the  First  District;  thence  by  the  same  along  the  west  side  of  the  house  of 
F.  Rolf,  to  the  head  of  the  first  tributary  of  the  Kansas  river  above  the  town  of  Liiw" 
rence;  and  thence  by  the  same  tributary  to  the  Kanas  river,  and  up  the  south  bank 
of  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  Big  Spring  branch,  the  place  of  beginning. 

Third  District.  —  Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Spring  branch,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Kansas  river;  thence  up  the  same  to  its  furthest  source:  thence  by  a 
southerly  line  to  the  north  bank  of  the  Wakarusa  river,  on  the  east  side  of  the  house 
of  Charles  Matney;  thence  up  said  river  and  its  main  branch  to  the  line  of  the  Pot- 
tawatomie Reservation;  and  thence  by  the  southern  and  western  line  of  said  Reser- 
vation to  the  Kansas  river,  and  down  the  said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Fourth  District. —  Commencing  at  the  Missouri  State  line,  in  the  middle  of  the 
Santa  Fe  road;  thence  along  the  middle  of  said  road  to  Rock  creek,  near  the  sixty- 
fifth  mile  of  said  road;  thence  south  to  the  line  of  the  late  Shawnee  Reservation, 
ceded  by  the  treaty  of  1854;  thence  due  east,  along  the  south  line  of  said  Reserva- 
tion, and  the  north  lines  of  the  existing  Reservations  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  the 
existing  Reservations  of  the  Chippewas  and  Ottawas,  and  the  late  Reservations  of 
the  Piankeshaws,  Weas,  Peorias,  and  Kaskaskias.  to  the  Missouri  State  line;  thence 
up  the  Missouri  State  line  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Fifth  District. —  Commencing  at  the  Missouri  State  line,  at  the  southern  boundary 
of  the  Fourth  District;  thence  east  along  the  same  to  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
Sac  and  Fox  Reservation;  thence  due  south,  along  the  western  line  thereof,  and  due 
south  to  the  south  branch  of  the  Neosho  river,  about  seventy  miles  above  the  Cath- 
olic Osage  Mission;  thence  down  said  river  to  the  north  line  of  the  Reserve  for  the 
New  York  Indians,  and  east  along  said  line  to  the  head-waters  of  Little  Osage  river, 
or  the  nearest  point  thereto;  and  thence  down  said  river  to  the  Missouri  State  line, 
and  up  said  line  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Sixth  Di.-<trict.-- Commencing  on  the  Missouri  State  line,  in  Little  Osage  river; 
thence  up  the  same  to  the  line  of  the  Reserve  for  the  New  York  Indians,  or  the  near- 
est point  tlieretj);  thence  to  and  by  the  north  line  of  said  Reserve  to  the  Neosho  river, 
and  up  said  river  and  the  south  branch  thereof  to  the  head:  and  thence  by  a  due 
south  line  to  the  southern  line  of  the  Territory;  thence  by  the  southern  and  eastern 
lines  of  said  Territory  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Seventh  Didrict. —  Commencing  at  the  east  side  of  the  house  of  Charles  Matney. 
on  the  Wakarusa  river;  thence  dile  south  to  the  middle  of  the  Santa  Fe  road;  thence 
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westwarcUy  along  the  middle  of  said  road  to  Rock  creek,  near  the  sixty-fifth  mile  of 
said  road;  thence  due  south  to  the  north  line  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Reservation;  thence 
along  the  north  and  west  lines  thereof,  and  due  south  to  the  Neosho  river;  thence 
up  said  river  to  a  point  due  south  of  the  mouth  of  Elm  creek;  thence  due  north  to 
the  mouth  of  Elm  creek,  and  up  said  creek  to  the  Santa  Fe  road;  and  thence  by  a 
direct  line  in  a  northerly  direction  to  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Pottawatomie 
Reservation;  thence  along  the  southern  line  i)f  said  Reservation  to  the  head-waters 
of  the  Wakarusa  river,  or  the  point  nearest  thereto;  thence  to  and  down  the  said 
river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Eighth  District. —  Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Elm  creek,  one  of  the  branches  of 
Osage  river;  thence  up  the  same  to  the  Santa  Fe  road;  thence  by  a  direct  northerly 
line  to  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Pottawatomie  Reservation;  thence  up  the  western 
line  thereof  to  the  Kansas  river;  thence  up  said  river  and  the  Smoky  Hill  Fork  be- 
yond the  most  westerly  settlements;  thence  due  south  to  the  line  of  the  Territory: 
thence  by  the  same  to  the  line  of  the  Sixth  District;  thence  due  north  to  the  head  of 
the  south  branch  of  the  Neosho  river;  thence  down  said  river  to  the  line  of  the 
Seventh  District;  thence  due  north  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Ninth  District. — Commencing  on  the  Smoky  Hill  Fork,  beyond  the  most  westerly 
settlements:  thence  down  the  same  and  the  Kansas  river  to  the  mouth  of  Wild  Cat 
creek;  thence  up  said  creek  to  the  head-waters  thereof;  thence  due  north  to  the  In- 
dependence emigrant  road;  thence  up  said  road  to  the  north  line  of  the  Territory: 
thence  west  along  the  same,  beyond  the  most  westerly  settlements;  and  thence  due 
south  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Tenth  District.— Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Vermillion  river;  thence  up  the  same, 
beyond  the  house  of  Josiah  D.  Adams;  thence  due  west  to  the  Independence  emigrant 
road;  thence  up  middle  of  said  road  to  the  line  of  the  Ninth  District;  thence  by  the 
same  to  the  head  of  Wild  Cat  creek,  and  down  said  creek  to  the  Kansas  river;  thence 
down  said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Etcvailh  District. — Commencing  in  the  Vermillion  river,  opposite  the  north  side  of 
the  house  of  Josiah  D.  Adams:  thence  up  said  river  to  the  head  of  the  main  branch; 
thence  due  north  to  the  military  road  from  Fort  Leavenworth  to  Fort  Kearney: 
thence  along  the  middle  of  said  road  to  the  crossing  of  the  Vermillion  branch  of  the 
Blue;  thence  due  north  to  the  northern  line  of  the  Territory;  thence  west  along  said 
line  to  the  Independence  emigrant  road;  thence  down  said  road  to  a  point  due  west 
of  the  north  end  of  the  house  of  Josiah  D.  Adams,  and  due  east  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning. 

Twelfth  District. —  Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Soldier  creek,  in  the  Kansas  river; 
thence  up  said  creek  to  the  head  of  the  main  branch;  thence  due  north  to  the  mili- 
tary road  from  Fort  Leavenworth  to  Fort  Kearney;  thence  along  the  middle  of  said 
road  to  the  line  of  the  Eleventh  District;  thence  due  south  to  the  head  of  Vermillion 
river;  down  Vermillion  river  to  the  mouth,  and  down  Kansas  river  to  the  place  of 
beginning. 

Thirteenth  District. —  Commencing  on  the  Kansas  river,  at  a  point  three  miles  above 
the  mouth  of  Stranger  creek:  thence  in  a  northwardly  direction  by  a  line  corre- 
sponding to  and  three  miles  west  of  the  several  courses  of  said  creek,  to  the  line  of 
the  late  Kickapoo  Reservation;  thence  by  the  southern  and  western  lines  of  said 
Reservation  to  t\ie  military  road  from  Fort  Leavenworth  to  Fort  Kearney;  thence 
along  the  middle  of  said  road  to  the  line  of  the  Twelfth  District:  thence  due  south 
to  the  head  of  Soldier  creek;  down  Soldier  creek  to  the  mouth,  and  down  the  Kansas 
river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

FvurUt^nth  District. —  Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Independence  creek;  thence  up 
«aid  creek  to  the  head  of  the  main  branch;  and  thence  due  west  to  the  line  of  the 
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late  Kickapoo  Reservation;  thence  north  along  said  line  and  the  line  of  the  late  Sac 
and  Fox  Reservation  to  the  north  line  of  the  Territory:  thence  along  said  line  east- 
wardly  to  the  Missouri  river,  and  down  said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Fifteenth  DUtrict. —  Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Salt  creek,  on  the  Missouri  river: 
thence  np  said  creek  to  the  military  road,  and  along  the  middle  of  said  road  to  the 
lower  crossing  of  Stranger  creek;  thence  up  said  creek  to  the  line  of  the  late  Kick- 
apoo Reservation;  and  thence  along  the  southern  and  western  line  thereof  to  the  line 
of  the  Fourteenth  District;  thence  by  the  same  and  down  Independence  creek  to 
the  month  thereof;  and  thence  dov/n  the  Missouri  river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Sixteenth  District. —  Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Salt  creek:  thence  up  said  creek 
to  the  military  road;  thence  along  the  middle  of  said  road  to  the  lower  crossing  of 
Stranger  creek;  thence  up  said  creek  to  the  line  of  the  late  Kickapoo  Reservation; 
and  thence  along  the  same  to  the  line  of  the  Thirteenth  District:  and  thence  by  the 
same  along  a  line  corresponding  to  the  courses  of  Stranger  creek,  and  keeping  three 
miles  west  thereof,  to  the  Kansas  river;  thence  down  the  Kansas  river  to  the  Missouri, 
and  up  the  Missouri  river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Seventeenth  District. —  Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river;  thence  up  the 
south  branch  thereof  to  the  mouth  of  Cedar  creek;  thence  np  Cedar  creek  to  its 
source;  and  thence  due  south  to  the  Santa  Fe  road,  along  the  middle  of  said  road,  to 
the  Missouri  State  line,  and  along  said  line  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Eighteenth  DiMrict. —  Commencing  in  the  military  road  at  the  crossing  of  the  Ver- 
million branch  of  Blue  river;  thence  due  north  to  the  line  of  the  Territory;  thence 
east  along  said  line  to  the  line  of  the  Fourteenth  District;  thence  due  south  along 
said  line  to  the  aforesaid  military  road,  and  along  the  middle  of  said  road  to  the 
place  of  beginning. 

PEECINCTS,  PLACES  FOR  POLLS,  AND  JUDGES  OF  ELECTIOX, 

First  District. —  The  election  will  be  held  at  the  house  of  ^Y.  H.  R.  Lykins,  in  the 
town  of  Lawrence.    Judges:  Hugh  Cameron,  Jas.  B.  Abbott,  and  X.  B.  Biantoi'f. 

Second  District.- -tlovLi^.e  of  Harrison  Burson,  on  Wakarusa  river.     Judges:  Har- 
rison Bursou,  Paris  Ellison,  and  Nath.  S.  Ramsey. 
.  TItird  District. —  House  of  Thomas  IS.Stinson,  in  the  town  of  Tecumseh.  Judges: 
Rev.  L.  D.  Stateler,  Rev.  H.  B.  Burgess,  and  Rev.  H.  N.  Watts. 

Fourth  District. —  House  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Chapman.  Judges:  Perry  Fuller.  David  Pultz^ 
E.  W.  Moore. 

Fifth  Diitricf. —  This  district  is  divided  into  four  voting  precincts,  as  follows,  viz.: 
Blue  Oreek  Precinct. —  Commencing  in  the  Osage  (or  Marais  des  Cygnes  i  river, 
opposite  the  termination  of  the  dividing  ridge  between  Pottawatomie  and  Middle 
creeks;  thence  by  an  easterly  line,  running  north  of  all  the  settlements  on  the  waters 
of  North  Sugar  creek,  to  the  Missouri  State  line;  thence  up  said  line  to  the  line 
between  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Districts;  thence  east  along  said  line  to  the  line  be- 
tween the  Peoria  and  Ottawa  Reservations;  thence  south  along  the  same  to  the  Osage 
river;  and  down  said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning.  The  election  will  be  held  at 
the  house  of  Baptiste  Peoria.  Judges:  John  J.  Parks,  J.  J.  Clark,  and  Stephen 
White. 

Pottav.-atomie  Creek  Precinct. —  Commencing  in  the  Osage  river,  on  the  line  of  the 
Peoria  and  Ottawa  Reserves;  thence  down  said  river  to  a  point  opposite  the  termi- 
nation of  the  dividing  ridge  between  Pottawatomie  creek  and  Middle  creek:  thence 
along  said  dividing  ridge  beyond  tlie  head-waters  of  said  creeks;  and  thence  by  a  line 
due  southwest  to  the  line  of  the  Sixth  District;  thence  by  the  lines  of  the  Sixth,- 
Seventh  and  Ftjurth  Districts,  to  tlie  line  of  the  Peoria  and  Ottawa  Reservations,  and 
down  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning.    Election  at  the  house  of  Henry  Sherman, 
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on  Pottawatomie  creek.  Judges:  William  Chestnut,  Allen  Wilkinson,  and  O.  F. 
Cleveland. 

Big  Sugar  Creek  Precinct. —  Beginning  in  the  Osage  rirer,  at  the  Missouri  State  line; 
thence  up  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  Big  Sugar  Creek  precinct;  thence  up  said 
creek  to  the  mouth  of  Little  Sugar  creek;  thence  along  the  dividing  ridge  between 
Big  and  Little  Sugar  creeks,  beyond  the  head-waters  of  both;  thence  by  a  due  south- 
west line  to  the  line  of  the  Fifth  District;  thence  along  the  same  to  the  Pottawatomie 
Creek  precinct;  thence  by  the  line  of  said  precinct  to  the  Osage  river;  thence  by  an 
easterly  line,  running  north  of  all  the  settlements  on  the  waters  of  North  Sugar 
creek,  to  the  Missouri  State  line,  and  down  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning.  Elec- 
tion at  the  house  of  Elisha  Tucker,  at  the  old  Pottawatomie  Mission.  Judges:  Jas. 
M.  Arthur,  Elisha  Tucker,  and  John  E.  Brown. 

Little  Sugar  Creek  Precinct. —  Commencing  on  the  Missouri  State  line,  in  the  Little 
Osage  river;  thence  up  the  same  and  along  the  line  of  the  Sixth  District,  to  Big  Sugar 
Creek  precinct;  thence  along  the  line  of  said  precinct  to  the  Osage  river;  down 
Osage  river  to  State  line,  and  down  State  line  to  place  of  beginning.  Election  at  the 
house  of  Isaac  Stockton,  at  the  crossing  of  Little  Sugar  creek.  Judges:  Wm.  H. 
Fiuley,  Alfred  Osborne,  and  Isaac  Stockton. 

Sixth  District. —  Election  at  Hospital  Building  at  Ft.  Scott.  Judges:  James  Ray, 
senior,  Wm.  Painter,  and  Wm.  Godefrey. 

Seventh  District. —  Election  at  the  house  of  J.  B.  Titus,  on  the  Santa  Fe  road. 
Judges:  Eli  Snyder,  Jno.  W.  Freel,  and  Dr.  Harvey  Foster. 

Eighth  District. —  Election  at  the  Council  Grove  Mission  House,  near  the  Santa  Fe 
road.    Judges:  A.  1.  Baker,  Emanuel  Mosier,  and  T.  S.  Huffaker. 

Ninth  District. —  Election  at  the  house  of  Robert  Klotz,  in  the  town  of  Pawnee. 
Judges:  A.  D.  Gibson,  S.  B,  White,  and  Robert  Wilson. 

Tenth  District. —  This  is  divided  into  two  voting  precincts,  as  follows,  viz.: 

Blue  River  Precinct. —  Commencing  at  the  upper  mouth  of  Black  Jack  creek;  thence 
up  said  cr^ek  to  the  head  of  the  main  branch;  thence  due  north  to  the  Independence 
emigrant  road;  thence  up  the  middle  of  said  road  to  the  northern  line  of  the  Terri- 
tory; thence  by  the  northern,  western  and  southern  lines  of  the  district  to  the  place 
of  beginning.  Election  at  the  house  of  S.  D.  Dyer,  on  Blue  river.  Judges:  Joseph 
W.  Russell.  Marshall  A.  Garrett,  and  Joseph  Stewart. 

Pock  Creek  Precinct. —  Commencing  at  the  upper  mouth  of  Black  Jack  creek;  thence 
up  said  creek  to  the  head  of  the  main  branch;  thence  due  north  to  the  Independence 
emigrant  road;  thence  down  said  road  and  by  the  continuous  easterly  and  southern 
lines  of  the  district  to  the  place  of  beginning.  Election  at  the  house  of  Robert 
Wilson,  on  Rock  Creek.  Judges:  Francis  Bergeron,  Henry  Rammelt,  and  James 
Wilson. 

Eleventh  District. —  Election  at  the  trading  house  of  Woodward  and  Marshall. 
Judges:  F.  J.  Marshall,  R.  C.  Bishop,  and  W.  P.  McClure. 

Twelfth  District.— This  district  is  divided  into  two  precincts,  as  follows,  viz.: 

Silver  Lake  Precinct. — Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Cross  creek;  thence  up  the 
same  to  the  head;  thence  due  north  to  military  road  leading  from  Fort  Leavenworth 
to  Fort  Kearney;  thence  by  the  continuous  northern,  eastern  and  southern  lines  of 
the  district  to  the  place  of  beginning.  Election  at  the  store  of  Sloan  and  Beaubien. 
on  Silver  lake.    Judges:  Nath.  Wingardner,  E.  M.  Sloan,  and  Evan  Kennedy. 

St.  Mary's  Precinct. —  Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Cross  creek;  thence  up  said 
creek  to  the  head:  thence  due  north  to  the  military  road  from  Fort  Leavenworth  to 
Fort  Kearney;  thence  by  the  noi-thern,  western  and  southern  lines  of  the  district 
to  the  place  of  beginning.  Election  at  the  store  of  B.  F.  Bertrand,  at  St.  Mary's 
Mission.    Judges:  Dr.  L.  R.  Palmer,  Charles  Dean,  and  Rev.  J.  B.  Duerinck. 
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Thirteaith  jyistrict. —  Election  (except  as  hereinafter  stated)  at  the  house  of  Samuel 
I.  Hard,  at  Hickory  Point.    Judges:  H.  B.  Cora.  James  Atkinson,  and  J.  B.  Ross. 

Fouiieenth  District.— This  district  is  divided  into  three  precincts,  as  follow?;,  viz.: 
Wolf  River  Precinct. —  Commencing  in  the  Missouri  river,  one  mile  east  of  Mos- 
quito creek;  thence  by  a  line  corresponding  to  and  one  mile  east  of  the  several 
courses  of  said  creek  and  the  main  branch  thereof;  thence  by  a  line  due  south  to 
Cottonwood  spring;  thence  along  the  Pottawatomie  road  to  the  dividing  ridge, 
two  miles  from  the  crossing  of  said  road  at  Independence  creek:  thence  due  wt^st  to 
the  line  of  the"  district,  and  by  the  westerly  and  northerly  lines  of  the  district  to  the 
place  of  beginning.  Election  at  the  house  erected  by  Aaron  Lewis  on  Wolf  river. 
Judges:  Jas.  M.  Irvin.  Joel  Ryan,  and  E.  AT.  B.  Rogers. 

Doniphan  Precinct. — Commencing  on  the  Missouri  river,  at  the  south  line  of  Cadue's 
Reserve;  thence  by  the  same  and  along  the  dividing  ridge  between  Cadue's  creek  and 
Lewis's  creek  to  Cottonwood  spring;  thence  by  the  line  of  the  Wolf  River  precinct 
and  the  western  and  southern  lines  of  the  district  to  the  Missouri  river,  and  up  the 
Missouri  river  to  the  place  of  beginning.  Election  at  the  store  of  John  W.  anvl  Jas. 
Foreman,  in  the  town  of  Doniphan.  Judges:  M.  K.  Shaw,  Paris  Dunning,  and  W.  L. 
Chudys. 

Purr  Oak  Precinct. — Commencing  at  the  Missouri  river,  at  the  south  line  of  Cadue's 
Reserve;  thence  by  line  of  Doniphan  precinct  to  Cottonwood  spring:  thence  by  line 
of  Wolf  River  precinct  to  Missouri  river,  and  down  said  river  to  place  of  beginning. 
Election  at  the  house  of  M.  E,  Bryant,  on  St.  Joseph  and  California  road.  Jiidges: 
Ebenezer  Blackstone.  Cary  B.  Whitehead., and  Osborne  Hulen. 

Fifteenth  District. — Election  (excei>t  as  hereinafter  stated)  at  the  house  of  Charles 
Hays,  on  the  military  road.  Judges:  T.  J.  Thompson,  E.  R.  Zimmerman,  and  Daniel 
Fish. 

Sixteenth  Disirict.—'Election  at  the  house  of  Keller  and  Kyle,  in  the  town  of  Leaven- 
worth.   Judges:  Matthew  France,  Lewis  N.  Rees,  and  David  Brown. 

Seventeenth  District.—'Election  at  the  Shawnee  Methodist  Church.  Judges:  Cyprian 
Choteau,  C.  B.  Donaldson,  and  Chas.  Boles. 

Eighteenth  District. — Election  at  the  house  of  W.  W.  Moore,  on  St.  Joseph  and  Cal- 
ifornia road,  at  the  crossing  of  the  Nemaha.  Judges:  Jesse  Adamson.  Thomas  J.  B. 
Cramer,  and  John  Belew. 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  JUDGES  OF  ELECTION. 

The  three  judges  will  provide  for  each  poll,  ballot-boxes  with  a  slit  for  the  inser- 
tion of  the  ticket,  and  will  assemble  at  their  respective  polls  at  or  before  eight 
o'clock  A.  M.  of  the  day  of  the  election,  and  will  make  and  subscribe  the  duplicate 
copies  of  the  printed  oath  which  will  be  furnished  them.  This  oath  must  be  admin- 
istered by  a  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace,  if  one  be  present;  and  if  not.  then  judges 
can  mutually  administer  the  oath  to  each  other,  which  they  are  hereby  fully  author- 
ized to  do.  In  case  of  the  absence  of  any  one  or  two  of  said  judges  at  nine  o'clock 
A.  M.,  the  vacancies  shall  be  filled  by  the  judge  or  judges  who  shall  attend:  aiul  if  any 
vacancy  shall  occur  after  the  judges  have  been  sworn,  it  shall  be  tilled  in  the  same 
manner.  In  case  none  of  the  judges  appointed  shall  attend  at  nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  the 
voters  on  the  ground  may,  by  tellers,  select  persons  to  act  in  their  stead.  The  judges 
will  keep  two  corresponding  lists  of  the  names  of  persons  who  shall  vote,  numbering 
each  name.  They  must  be  satisfied  of  the  qualifications  of  every  person  ofl'erinz  to 
vote,  and  may  examine  the  voter  or  any  other  person,  under  oath,  upon  the  subject. 

The  polls  will  be  kept  open  until  six  o'clock  p.  M.,  and  then  closed,  unless  voters 
are  present  offering  to  vote;  and  in  thnt  case  shall  be  closed  as  soon  thereafter  as 
votes  cease  to  be  offered. 
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When  the  polls  are  closed,  the  judges  will  proceed  to  open  and  count  the  votes, 
and  will  keep  two  corresponding  tally  lists,  on  which  they  will  simultaneously  tally 
each  ticket  as  it  is  called  by  the  judge  who  will  open  and  call  out  the  ticket,  which 
must  be  done  without  handling  or  interference  of  any  other  person,  ^yhen  the  votes 
are  thus  counted  off  and  the  tally  lists  shall  agree,  the  judges  shall  publicly  proclaim 
the  result,  and  shall  till  up  and  sign  the  duplicate  certificates  which  will  be  furnished 
them.  They  will  then  carefully  replace  the  said  tickets  in  one  or  both  of  the  ballot- 
boxes,  together  with  one  copy  of  the  oath,  one  of  the  lists  of  voters,  and  one  of  the 
certificates  of  return,  and  will  seal  up  and  preserve  the  same,  to  be  produced  if  called 
for. 

The  remaining  copies  of  the  oath,  list  of  voters,  tally  lists  and  certificate  will  be 
sealed  up,  directed  to  the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  and  delivered  by  one  of  the 
judges  in  person  to  the  Governor  at  his  office  at  the  Shawnee  Methodist  Mission,  on 
or  before  the  fourth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1S55. 

In  the  Fifth  District  the  several  judges  will  meet  on  the  day  after  the  election,  at 
the  house  of  Henry  Sherman,  on  Pottawatomie  creek,  and  select  one  of  their  number 
who  shall  take  charge  of  and  deliver  the  returns  of  all  the  precincts. 

The  return  judges  of  the  Tenth  will  meet  at  the  house  of  Robert  Wilson,  on  Rock 
creek,  and  those  of  the  Fourteenth  at  the  house  of  M.  E.  Bryant,  and  will  make  their 
returns  in  the  same  manner. 

All  persons  are  absolutely  forbidden  to  bring,  sell  or  deal  out  in  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity of  the  election  ground,  any  intoxicating  liquors:  and  the  judges  of  election,  when- 
ever they  shall  deem  this  regulation  violated  so  as  to  interfere  with  the  proper 
conducting  of  the  election,  may  order  the  same  to  be  removed,  and  if  the  owner  shall 
fail  to  comply  with  such  order,  may  direct  the  constables  or  other  proper  persons  to 
take  charge  of  such  liquor  till  the  polls  are  closed:  or  in  case  of  resistance,  to  destroy 
the  same  at  once.  The  constables  of  the  Territory  will  attend  at  their  respective 
polls,  and  will  hold  themselves  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  judges  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  order  at  the  polls,  and  securing  free  access  for  the  voters;  and  for  this  pur- 
pose may  call  upon  any  citizens  present  to  aid  them  in  the  performance  of  their 
duty,  if  necessary. 

QUALIFICATIONS  OF  VOTERS: 

By  the  Territorial  bill  it  is  provided  as  follows: 

"That  every  free  white  male  inhabitant  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  be  an  actual 
resident  of  said  Territory,  and  shall  possess  the  qualitications  hereinafter  prescribed,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  at  the  first  election:  Provided,  That  the  right  of  suffrage  and  of  holding  office  shall  be  exer- 
cised only  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  those  who  shall  have  declared  on  oath  their  intention 
to  become  such,  and  shall  have  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the 
provisions  of  this  act:  And  provided  further.  That  no  ot>lcer,  soldier,  seaman  or  marine,  or  other  person 
in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  or  attached  to  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  allowed  to  vote  or  hold  office  in  said  Territory,  by  reason  of  being  on  service  therein." 

By  the  term  "white"'  as  used  in  this  and  other  laws  of  a  similar  character,  is  meant 
pure  unmixed  white  blood.  The  man  who  has  any  mixture  from  the  darker  races, 
however  small  the  proportion,  is  not  regarded  as  a  white  man.  This  has  been  repeat- 
edly decided,  and  may  be  regarded  as  settled.  When  a  voter  has  only  declared  his 
intention  to  become  a  citizen,  he  must  be  sworn  by  the  judges  of  election,  or  by  a 
judge  or  justice  of  the  peace,  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congre-^s  passed  May  3()th,  IS'A,  to  organize  the  Terri- 
tories of  Nebraska  and  Kansas.  When  so  sworn  the  word  ''oath'*  should  be  marked 
opposite  his  name  on  the  list  of  voters:  and  a  voter  who  has  had  this  oath  once  ad- 
ministered will  not.  of  course,  be  required  to  repeat  it. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  act  of  Congress  is  drawn  with  much  care  to  exclude  non- 
residents from  the  polls.    It  provides  that  a  voter  shall  be  an  "inhabitant  "  and  an 
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"actual  resident/'  A  voter  must  dwell  here  at  the  time  of  offering  his  vote;  he  mast 
then  have  commenced  an  actual  inhabitancy,  which  he  actually  intends  to  continue 
permanently,  and  must  have  made  the  Territory  his  dwelling-place  to  the  exclusion 
of  any  other  home. 

The  meaning  of  the  last  proviso,  relative  to  the  Army  and  Navy,  is  that  the  per- 
sons designated  in  it  shall  not  vote  if  their  inhabitancy  in  the  Territory  is  referable 
only  to  the  performance  of  their  duties.  Like  all  other  persons,  it  is  not  enough 
that  they  should  be  in  the  Territory,  but  they  must  dwell  in  it  as  their  permanent 
home;  and  the  officer  or  soldier  who  would  vote  must  have  a  residence  here  irre- 
spective and  independent  of  his  presence  here  under  orders. 

Every  voter  must  vote  in  the  election  precinct  where  he  resides,  and  not  else- 
where. Experience  has  demonstrated  this  to  be  a  wise  regulation,  and  it  has  been 
adopted  in  nearly  all  the  States  as  a  necessary  provision  against  error,  confusion 
and  fraud. 

CONTESTED  ELECTIONS. 

In  case  any  persons  shall  desire  to  contest  the  election  in  any  district  of  the  Terri- 
tory, they  shall  make  a  written  statement,  directed  to  the  Governor,  setting  forth  the 
particular  precinct  or  district  they  intend  to  contest,  the  candidates  whose  election 
they  dispute,  and  the  specific  causes  of  complaint  in  the  conduct  or  return  of  the 
said  election;  which  complaint  shall  be  signed  by  not  less  than  ten  qualified  voters 
of  the  Territory,  and  with  affidavit  of  one  or  more  such  voters  to  the  truth  of  the 
facts  set  forth  therein.  Such  written  statement  must  be  presented  to  the  Governor 
at  his  office  on  or  before  the  fourth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1855,  and  if  it  shall  appear 
that  the  result  of  the  election  in  any  Council  district  might  be  changed  by  said  con- 
test, a  day  will  be  fixed  for  hearing  the  same. 

APPORTIONMENT  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  LEGI^^LATURE.  AND  LIST  OF  DISTRICTS. 

Apportionment. 

The  entire  number  of  qualified  voters  in  the  Territory  as  appears  from  the  census 
returns  is  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  five.  The  ratio  of  representation  in  the 
Council  is  two  hundred  and  twenty-three,  and  in  the  House  of  Representatives  one 
hundred  and  eleven. 

Council  Districts. 

The  First.  Fourth  and  Seventeenth  Election  Districts,  containing  four  hundred 
and  sixty-six  voters,  shall  constitute  the  First  Council  District,  and  elect  two  mem- 
bers of  the  Council. 

The  Second  Election  District  and  so  much  of  the  Thirteenth  as  is  embraced  in  the 
Kansas  Half-breed  lands,  containing  two  hundred  and  twelve  voters,  will  ct>ustitute 
the  Second  Council  District,  and  elect  one  member  of  Council;  and  the  vote  is  thus 
detached  from  the  Thirteenth  will  vote  at  the  place  of  election  fixed  for  the  Second 
Election  District. 

The  Third,  Seventh  and  Eighth  E!ecti(ni  Districts,  containing  one  hundred  and 
ninety-three  voters,  will  constitute  the  Third  Council  District,  and  elect  one  member 
of  Council. 

The  Fifth  Election  District,  containing  four  hundred  and  forty-two  voters,  will 
constitute  the  Fourth  Council  District,  and  elect  two  members  of  Council. 

The  Sixth  Election  District,  containing  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  v<.)ters,  will 
constitute  the  Fifth  Council  District,  and  elect  one  member  of  Council. 

The  Ninth,  Tenth.  Eleventh  and  Tweltth  Election  Districts,  containing  two  hun- 
dred and  one  voters,  will  constitute  the  Sixth  Council  District,  and  elect  one  mem- 
ber of  Council. 

The  Wolf  River  precinct  and  Doniphan  precinct,  of  the  Fourteenth,  the  whole  of 
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the  Eighteenth,  and  so  much  of  the  Fifteenth  Election  District  as  lies  north  of  ^Yal- 
nut  creek  and  its  main  branch  and  a  due  west  line  from  its  source,  containing  two 
hundred  and  forty-seven  voters,  shall  constitute  the  Seventh  Council  District,  and 
elect  one  member  of  Council;  and  the  voters  who  are  thus  detached  from  the  Fif- 
teenth will  vote  at  the  Doniphan  precinct. 

The  Burr  Oak  precinct,  of  the  Fourteenth  District,  containing  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  voters,  will  constitute  the  Eighth  Council  District,  and  elect  one  member  of 
Council. 

The  residue  of  the  Fifteenth  Election  District,  containing  two  hundred  and  eight 
voters,  will  constitute  the  Ninth  Council  District,  and  elect  one  member  of  Council. 

The  Sixteenth  and  residue  of  the  Thirteenth  Election  Districts,  containing  four 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  voters,  will  constitute  the  Tenth  Council  District,  and  elect 
two  members  of  Council. 

Mepresentalive  Districts. 

The  Seventeenth  and  Fourth  Election  Districts,  containing  ninety-seven  voters, 
shall  constitute  the  First  Representative  District,  and  elect  one  member. 

The  First  Election  District,  containing  three  hundred  and  sixty-nine  voters,  shall 
be  the  Second  Representative  District,  and  elect  three  members. 

The  Second  Council  District  siiall  bs  the  Third  Representative  District,  and  elect 
two  members. 

The  Third  Election  District,  containing  one  hundred  and  one  voters,  shall  be  the 
Fourth  Representative  District,  and  elect  one  member. 

The  Seventh  and  Eighth  Election  Districts,  containing  ninety-two  voters,  shall  be 
the  Fifth  Representative  District,  and  elect  one  member. 

The  Sixth  Election  District  shall  be  the  Sixth  Representative  District,  and  elect 
two  members. 

The  Fifth  Election  District  shall  be  the  Seventh  Representative  District,  and  elect 
four  members. 

The  Ninth  and  Tenth  Election  Districts,  containing  ninety-nine  voters,  shall  be 
the  Eighth  Representative  District,  and  elect  one  member. 

The  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Election  Districts,  containing  one  hundred  and  two 
voters,  shall  be  the  Ninth  Representative  District,  and  elect  one  member. 

The  residue  of  the  Thirteenth  Election  District,  containing  eighty-three  voters, 
shall  be  the  Tenth  Representative  District,  and  elect  one  member. 

The  Seventh  Council  District  shall  be  the  Eleventh  Representative  District,  and 
elect  two  members. 

The  Eighth  Council  District  shall  be  the  Twelfth  Representative  District,  and 
elect  two  members. 

The  Sixteenth  Election  District,  containing  three  hundred  and  eighty-five  voters, 
shall  be  the  Fourteenth  Representative  District,  and  elect  three  members. 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  said  Territory,  this  eighth  day  of  March,  A. 
n.  1855.  A.  H.  Reedeb,  Governor,  tC'c. 

Attest:  D.\NL.  Woodson,  Secretary. 


record  of  oath. 

United  State.SxOf  America,  ) 
Terrttop.y  of  Kansas,  j 
On  this  second  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  undersigned,  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Eobert 
'S.  Merchant,  a  Constable  of  the  Fifteenth  District  of  said  Territory,  who, 
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being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  Avill  support  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  perform  faithfully  the  duties  of  his  said  office. 

R.  S.  Merciia>'t. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  March  second,  1855,  before  me. 

E.  S.  WiLPiiTE,  Justice  of  Peace, 


March  13,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  Thomas  C.  Warren,  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  the  Fifth  District. 

Commission  issued  to  Joseph  Gooding,  as  Constable  for  the  Fifth  Dis- 
trict. 


RECORD  OF  OATH. 


United  States  of  America, 
Territory  of  Kansas, 


On  this  thirteenth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  undersigned. 
Governor  of  said  Territory,  personally  appeared  Harrison  Burson,  Esq., 
a  Justice  of  said  Territory  in  and  for  the  Second  District,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  his  said  office. 

Harrison  Burson. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  March  13th,  A.  D.  1855,  before  me. 

A.  H.  Reeder. 


record  of  oath. 

United  States  of  America,  ) 
Territory  of  Kansas,  j 

On  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  undersigned, 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  personally  appeared 
Marcus  H.  Rose,  Esq.,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  Seventh  Dis- 
trict of  said  Territory,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  will 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  faithfully  discharge  the 
duties  of  his  said  office.  Marcus  H.  Rose. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  March  28th,  A.  D.  1855. 

A.  I.  Baker,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


April  4,  1855.  —  Resignation  of  Alfred  Cunningham,  as  Constable  for 
the  Sixteenth  District,  received. 


April  o,  1855. — The  Governor,  with  D.  Woodson,  Secretary  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, and  J.  A.  Halderman,  Executive  Clerk,  proceeded  to  open  and 
examine  the  returns  of  election  for  members  of  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  the  several  districts  of  the  Territory,  held  on  the  30th  of 
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I        March  last,  when  it  appeared  that  the  following  returns  and  other  papers 
had  been  received : 

FIRST  COUNCIL  DISTRICT. 

Fij'st  Mepresentative  District. 
List  of  voters   1,044 

Oaths  of  J.  B.  Abbott,  Hugh  Cameron,  Theodore  E.  Benjamin,  and  Robert  A.  Cum- 
n^ins,  in  form  prescribed. 

TALLY  LIST. 
^or  Council. 

Thos.  Johnson   780  i  J.  K.  Goodin   2.->4 

E.  Chapman   783  I  S.  N.  Wood  „   2.>5 

For  House  of  Representatives. 

.las.WLitlock   780  i  S.C.  Pomeroy  :.  1 

A.  B.  Wade   781  |  !>- L.  Croysdale   i 

J.M.Banks   781  I  A.  F.  Powell  :   1 

John  Hutchinson   2o'l    W.  P.  Atwood   i 

E.  D,  Ladd   253  '  E.G.  Elliott   1 

P.  P.  Fowler   254  \ 

Return  of  Hugh  Cameron.  Robert  A.  Cummins,  and  Theodore  E.  Benjamin,  in 
form  prescribed,  with  an  erasure  of  the  words  "by  lawful  resident  voters.."  showing 
for  — 

Members  of  Council. 

Thomas  Johnson   780  ;  Saiiracl  N.Wood   ?~5 

Edward  Chapman   783  ;  Charles  Garrett   1 

.Foel  K.  Goodin   254    Noah  Cameron   ! 

Members  of  Ai-^mbly. 

James  Whillock  780    SasHuel  C.  Poraeroy   1 

A.  B.  Wade  781  ;       L  Croysdale  „   1 

John  M.  Banks  781  !  A.  F.  Powell   1 

John  Hutchinson  252    D.  Atwood  „  1 

E.  D.  Ladd  ;  253    R.  G.  Elliott   1 

P.  P.  Fowler  254 

Second  Representative  District.— Fourth  Election  District. 

List  of  voters  80 

Oaths  of  David  Pultz.  Thomas  Mockbee  and  J.  B.  Davis,  omitting  as  follows: 
"That  I  will  reject  the  votes  of  all  non-residents  who  I  shall  believe  have  come  into 
the  Territory  for  the  mere  purpose  of  voting;  that  in  all  cases  where  I  am  ignorant 
f>f  the  voter's  right,  I  will  require  legal  evidence  thereof  by  his  own  oath,  or  other- 
wise; and  that  I  will  truly  count  and  record  the  votes  received,  and  make  a  true  and 
faithful  return  thereof  to  the  Governor  of  said  Territory;''  and  adding  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words  '"That  we  will  deliver,  as  soon  possible,  the  paper  to  the  Governor  of  ihe 
said  Territory." 

TALLY  LIST. 
For  Council. 

Thos.  Johnson  78  I  S.  X.  Wood   2 

E.  Chapman  78  |  J.  K.  Goodin  '.   - 

For  House  of  Reprts-entative.s. 

A.  S.  Johnson..;  77  '  A.  F.  Powell   5 

Return  of  same  judges  in  form  prescribed,  omitting  the  words  "by  lavfid  resident 
voters,''''  showing: 

For  Conn/HL 

Thos.  Johnson   78  j  S.  N.Wood  „   - 

E.  Chapman   78  i  J.  K.  Goodin  „  -  - 
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For  House  of  Eepresentatives. 
A.  S.  Johnson   78  '  A.  F.  Powell   3 

Seventeenth  Election  District. 
List  of  voters   62  t 

Oaths  of  judges  C.  B.  Donaldson,  Charles  Boles  and  Cyprian  Choteau,  that  they 
"will  perform  the  duties  of  judges  of  election,  in  and  for  the  Seventeenth  District  of 
the  Territory  of  Kansas,  according  to  law  and  the  best  of  our  abilities,  and  will  stu- 
diously endeavor  to  prevent  fraud,  deceit,  and  abuse  in  conducting  the  same."' 

TAI^LY  LIS^. 
For  Council. 

Thos.  Johnson   42  |  S.  N.  Wood   16 

E.  Chapman   43  I  Joel  K.  Goodin   16 

For  House  of  Hfpresentatires, 
A.  S.  .Johnson   43  ;  A.  F.  Powell   16 

Return  of  same  judges  in  form  prescribed  by  proclamation,  showing: 

For  Council. 

Thos.  Johnson   42  j  S.  N.  Wood   16 

E.  Chapman  43  i  Joel  K.  Goodin   16 

For  House  of  Representatives. 
A.S.  Johnson   43  ■  A.  F.  Powell  IG 

Protest  of  Sam'l  F.  Tappan  and  twenty  others,  claiming  to  be  residents  of  the 
First  Election  District,  to  declare  void,  to  set  aside  the  returns  and  election  in  said 
district,  or  that  certificates  be  given  to  Joel  K.  Goodin  and  S.  N.  Wood  for  Council, 
and  to  John  Hutchinson,  E.  D.  Ladd  and  P.  P.  Fowler,  for  the  reason  that  six  or 
seven  hundred  armed  men  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  the  polls,  on  the  2;Hh  and 
30tb  of  March,  collected  around  said  polls,  and  kept  them  in  their  possession  on  the 
day  of  election,  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  who  left  the  district  during  the  after- 
noon and  the  ensuing  day.  Said  persons  were  strangers,  believed  to  come  from  the 
State  of  Missouri.  Citizens  of  the  district  were  threatened  with  violence  and  pre- 
vented from  voting.  Affidavit  by  all  the  signers,  together  with  affidavits  of  Harrison 
Nichols.  Edwin  Bond.  David  Conger  and  N.  B.  Blanton  and  Samuel  Jones,  tending 
to  prove  threats,  violence,  and  non-resident  voting. 

Protest  of  Perry  Fuller,  E.  W.  IMoore,  judges  appointed  to  hold  the  election,  and 
twenty-nine  other  persons  claiming  to  be  residents,  complaining  that  the  said  election 
was  opened  by  unauthorized  judges  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  at  a  place  different  from 
that  prescribed  in  the  proclamation,  and  that  non-residents  surrounded  the  polls 
with  fire-arms  and  voted  indiscriminately.  Affidavit  of  Perry  Fuller  and  E.  W. 
Moore. 

SECOND    COUNCIL  DISTRICT. 

Ihird  Representative  District. 
List  of  voters   341 

Oaths  of  F.  E.  Lehay,  Paris  Ellison  and  Sherman  J.  Waful,  in  form  prescribed. 
Affidavit  before  G.  W.  Taylor.  Return  of  same  judges,  showing  the  following  re- 
sult : 

For  Council. 

A.  McDonald  318  \  J.  A.  Wakefield   12 

For  Hu'tse  of  Represenlatices. 

G.  W.  Ward  318  i  Isaac  Davis    12 

0.  If.  Browne  318  '  E.  G.  Macey  ,   12 

Report  of  Harrison  Burson  and  Nathaniel  Ramsey:  Under  oath  stated,  that  they 
entered  upon  their  duties  as  judges  of  election,  and  polled  some  few  votes  when 
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they  were  driven  from  the  room  by  a  company  of  armed  men  from  the  State  of 
Missouri,  who  threatened  their  lives  and  commenced  to  destroy  the  honse  and  beat 
in  the  door,  demanding  the  right  to  vote  without  swearing  to  their  place  of  resi- 
dence; that  having  made  their  escape  with  the  poll-books  and  certificates,  they  were 
followed  by  said  persons  and  the  said  papers  taken  by  force. 

Protest  of  A.  B.  "Woodward  and  nineteen  other  persons,  claiming  to  be  citizens  of 
said  district,  against  the  election  in  said  district,  of  A.  McDonald,  O.  H.  Browne  and 
G.  W.  Ward,  for  the  reason  that  several  hundred  men  from  the  State  of  Mii^souri 
presented  themselves  to  vote  at  said  election,  and  upon  being  required  by  the  judges 
to  swear  to  their  place  of  residence,  they. threatened  to  take  the  lives  of  the  judges 
and  tear  down  the  house,  and  prepared  to  demolish  the  house.  One  of  said  judges 
ran  out  of  the  house  with  the  ballot-box,  and  the  other  two  were  driven  from  the 
ground;  that  the  citizens  of  the  district  then  left,  and  the  persons  from  Missouri 
proceeded  to  elect  other  judges  and  hold  an  election.  With  affidavit  of  J.  C.  Archi- 
bald and  G.  W.  Umbarger,  with  an  additional  affidavit  of  Jos.  N.  Mace,  tending  to 
prove  violence  and  threats  of  the  death  of  any  voter  swearing  to  his  residence,  and 
that  he  was  dragged  by  force  from  the  window  and  prevented  from  voting. 

THIRD  COUXCIX,  DISTRICT. 

Fourth  Representative  District. 
List  of  voters  _376 


TALLY  LIST, 

For  Council. 

H.  J.  Strlckler  370  1  A.  McDonald   1 

For  House  of  Eepresentadves. 


D.  L.  Croysdale  366    G.  W.  Ward   1 

C.  K.  Holliday   4 

With  certificate  annexed:  That  the  judges  appointed  by  the  proclamation  did,  after 
the  hour  of  9  a.m.,  severally  refuse  to  join  in  holding  said  election,  and  the  subscribers, 
Jas.  M.  Small,  Horatio  Cox,  and  John  Homer,  were  selected,  through  tellers,  by  voters 
on  the  ground,  to  act  as  judges  of  said  election;  and  that  the  same  is  a  true  and  per- 
fect tally  list,  made  out  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  Governor,  from  a  list  of 
votes  polled  at  said  election. 

Oaths  of  Jas.  M.  Small,  Horatio  Cox  and  John  Homer,  judges,  in  form  prescribed 
by  proclamation,  except  the  following  erasure  :  "And  whom  I  shall  not  honestly  be- 
lieve to  be  a  qualified  voter  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  or- 
ganizing said  Territory;  that  I  will  reject  the  votes  of  all  non-residents  who  I  shall 
believe  have  come  into  the  Territory  for  the  mere  purpose  of  voting  ;  that  in  ail 
cases  where  I  am  ignorant  of  the  voter's  right,  I  will  require  legal  evidence  thereof 
by  his  own  oath  or  otherwise." 

Fifth  Representative  District. 
List  of  voters  234 

TALLY  LIST. 

For  Council. 

H.  J.  Stricbler  211     Wm.  F.  Johnson   2^ 


For  JTouse  of  Representaiives. 

M.  W.  McGee  210  l  H.  Eice  »   23 

E.  Baker   1  I 

With  certificates  of  L.  H.  Chitington,  Andrew  Johnson  and  Eli  Snyder  as  judges, 
in  form  prescribed  by  proclamation,  omitting  the  word  "resident.'' 
6 
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Eighth  Election  District. 
List  of  voters   37 

TALLY  LIST. 
JFbr  Council. 

Strickler   17  j  F.  M.  McGee   2 

Rice  „   17  ' 

For  House  of  Hepresenialives. 
Baker   25  ;  McGee   12 

Oaths  of  Emanuel  Mosier,  Thos.  S.  Huffaker  and  Sam'l  B.  Smith,  in '  form  pre- 
scribed. 

Return  of  same  judges  in  form  prescribed,  showing: 

For  Council. 

Rice  :  17  I  Strickler  17 

For  House  of  Represenlatives. 
A.  I.  Baker  25  I  M.  McGee  ..12 

Protest  of  T.  J.  Thornton  and  fifteen  other  persons,  claiming  to  be  voters  of  said 
Territory  and  Third  Council  District,  complaining  that  judges  appointed  in  said 
district  failed  to  organize  the  board,  in  consequence  of  two  of  them  refusing  to  take 
the  oath  prescribed,  and  that  through  fear  of  personal  violence  the  said  judges  were 
compelled  to  vacate  their  seats,  and  permit  the  people  assembled  on  the  ground  to 
choose  a  board  of  their  own  number;  and  that  the  actual  residents  were  either  driven 
from  the  polls  or  intimidated  from  offering  their  votes  by  from  three  to  six  hundred 
persons,  actual  residents  of  other  States,  and  that  few,  if  any,  of  the  votes  were  cast 
by  citizens  of  the  Territory;  and  praying  that  the  election  may  be  set  aside  as  illegal 
and  void;  with  affidavit  of  A.  G.  Adams,  Danl  H.  Horne,  H.  B.  Burgess,  and  F.  R. 
Foster. 

Protest  of  Hallam  Rice  and  eleven  other  persons,  claiming  to  be  citizens  of  the 
Seventh  Election  District,  protesting  against  the  election  of  H.  J.  Strickler  and 
M.  W.  McGee,  for  the  reason  that  they  were  elected  by  a  number  of  voters  from  the 
State  of  Missouri,  who  arrived  the  day  before  in  about  fifty  wagons  and  on  horse- 
back, and  returned  after  voting;  they  lived  in  Missouri,  and  did  not  intend  to  live 
in  Kansas;  and  that  one  of  the  judges  appointed  on  the  ground  was  a  resident  of 
Missouri,  and  that  the  judges  were  not  sworn;  that  no  oath  or  affirmation  was  re- 
quired of  any  voter;  with  affidavit  of  Hallam  Rice  and  J.  R,  Stewart. 

FOURTH  COUNCIL  DISTRICT. 

Fifth  Representative  District. — Bull  Greek  Precinct. 
List  of  TOters   393 


TALLY  LIST. 

For  CbimcU. 

A.  M.  Coffee   379  i  M.  T.  Morriss   9 

D,  Lykens   37r3  !  Jas.  P.  Fox.,   9 

For  House  of  liepreseniatives. 

Wm.  A.  Heiskell   377  j  John  Serpell   9 

A.  Wilkinson   375  i  Adam  Poore  :   9 

Henry  Younger   375  ,  S.  H.  Ilouser   9 

Sara'l  Scott   377  I  Wra.  Jennings  9 

Oaths  of  B.  F.  Payne,  B.  C.  Westfull.  and  I.  I.  Park,  in  form  prescribed.  Certifi- 
cate of  I.  I.  Park,  judge,  that  two  of  the  judges  appointed  by  proclamation  being 
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absent  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  he  had  filled  the  vacancies  by  appointing  B.  F.  Payne  acd 
B.  C.  WestfaU. 

Return  of  same  jtidges,  in  form,  prescribed,  showing: 

Ibr  Council. 

A.  M,  Coffee   377  j  M.  T.  Morriss   9 

D,  Lykens   376  I  J.  P.  Fox   9 

Ibr  House  of  Representatives. 

Wni.  A.  Heiskell   377  j  John  Serpell   9 

A.Wilkinson  ■..   .375  j  A.  Poore   9 

Henry  Younger   375  j  S.  A.  Houser   9 

Sam'l  Scott  „   377  I  Wm,  Jennings  9 

Potlawatomie  Creek  Precinct. 

List  of  voters   266 

Oaths  of  Saml  C.  Wear,  W.  S.  Ferguson,  and  Wm.  Chestnut,  in  form  prescribed- 
Tally  list,  with  certificate  of  return  prefixed,  showing: 

For  Council. 

A.  M.  Coffee  199  |  M.  T.  Morriss  , 

D.  Lykeng  199  |  Jas.  P.  Fox   63 

Ibr  House  of  Representatives. 

Wm.  A.  Heiskell  198  j  Sam'l  H.  Houser   64 

A.Wilkinson  198    Wra.  .Jennings   62 

J.  Huff.   n 

Cronklitt   3 

C.  H.  Crane   2 

Oscar  C.  Brown   1 


Henry  Younger  198 

Samuel  Scott  198 

John  Serpell   61 

A.  Poore   54 


Big  Sugar  Creek  Precinct. 
List  of  voters  91 

Oaths  of  Jas.  M.  Arthur,  A.  H.  Smith,  John  E.  Brown,  and  Elisha  Tucker.  Judges, 
in  form  prescribed. 

TALLY  LIST. 

Coffee.  74  I  Houser  .17 

Lykens  76  j  Jennings  ,  _17 

Fox  16  I  Heiskell  74 

Morriss  17  !  Wilkinson  74 

Serpell  17  j  Younger  74 

Poore  16    Scott  74 

Return  of  John  E.  Brown,  Elisha  Tucker,  and  A.  H.  Smith,  judges  of  election,  in 
form  prescribed,  showing: 

For  Council. 

Jas.  P.  Fox   16  i  A.M.  Coffee  74 

Morriss   17  I  D.  Lykens   74 

For  House  of  Representatives. 

.John  Serpell   17  !  Wm.  A.  Heiskell   74 

A-  Poore   16  j  Allen  Wilkinson   74 

S.  H.  Houser   17  \  Henry  Younger   74 

Wm.  Jennings.   17  i  Sam'l  Scott   7t 

Little  Sugar  Creek  Precinct. 
Oaths  of  Wm.  Parks,  Isaac  D.  Stockton  and  Hiram  Howdeshell.  judges,  in  form 
prescribed. 

List  of  voters  „  lCi5 

TALLY  LIST. 
For  Council. 

A.M.Coffee   31  1  M.  T.  ^lorriss  

I>.  Lykens   34  I  Jas.  P.  Fox  
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For  House  of  Representatives, 

Wra.  Heiskell  33  \  Adam  Poore   62 

Allen  Wilkinson   32  \  S.  H.  Houser   64 

Henry  Younger   35  \  Wm.  Jennings   66 

Sam'l  Scott   35  I  Wm.  Dyer   1 

John  Serpen   62  i 

Return  of  same  judges,  in  form  prescribed,  showing:  — 

For  Council. 

A.M.Coffee   31  ;  M.  T.  Morriss   62 

D.  Lykens  :  _  34  i  Jas.  P.  Fox   70 

For  House  of  Jtepresentatives. 

W.  A.  Heiskell   33  j  8.  H.  Houser   64 

Allen  Wilkinson   32  i  Wm.  Jennings   66 

Henry  Younger  ,   ^  \  Wm.  Dyer   1 

Adam  Poore   62  j  Sam'l  Scott  35 

John  Serpen  62  i 

Protest  of  James  B.  Abbott  and  ten  others,  claiming  to  be  legal  voters  of  Kansas 
Territory,  alleging  that  the  persons  who  acted  as  judges  at  the  Bull  Creek  precinct 
were  not  duly  sworn,  and  praying  that  the  election  be  set  aside. 

FIPTH  COUNCIL  DISTKICT. 

Seventh  Representative  District. 

Oaths  of  James  Ray,  Wm.  J.  Godfrey  and  Wm.  Painter,  judges  of  election,  in  form 
prescribed. 

List  of  voters   350 

TALLY  LIST. 

For  Cbuncil. 

Wm,  Barbee   343 

For  House  of  Representaiives. 

Joseph  E.  Anderson   315  !  John  Hamilton   35 

S.A.Williams   313  i  Wm.  Margrave   16 

Return  by  same  judges,  in  form  prescribed,  showing: 

For  Covncil. 

Wm.  Barbee   343 

For  House  of  Representatives. 

Joseph  C.  Anderson   315  '  John  Hamilton   3S 

S.  A.  Williams   313  1  Wm.  Margrave   16 


SIXTH  COUNCIL  DISTEICT. 

Eighth  Representative  District. —  yinth  Election  District. 
Oaths  of  S.  B.  White,  Robert  Wilson,  and  A.  D.  Gibson,  in  form  prescribed. 
List  of  voters   75 

TALLY  LIST. 

With  certificate  of  judges,  showing: 

For  Council. 

John  Donalson   23  1  M.  F.  Conway   50 

For  House  of  Representatives. 
S.  D.  Houston   56  ;  R.  Garrett   18 
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Tenth  Election  District. —  Blue  River  Precinct. 
Oaths  of  Joseph  Stewart,  Wm.  C.  Dyer,  and  M.  A.  Garrett,  in  form  prescribed. 
,    List  of  voters   69 

TALLY  LIST. 
For  Council. 

John  Donalson   27  \  M.  F.  Couway   42 

For  Home  of  Representatives. 
Russell  Garrett   21  j  S.  D.  Houston   43 

Return  of  above-named  judges  according  to  form  prescribed,  showing: 

For  Omncil. 

M.  F.  Conway  42  I  John  Donalson  27 

For  House  of  Representatives. 
S.  D.  Houston  43  i  Eussell  Garrett  21 


Boch  Creek  Precinct. 

Oaths  of  Henry  Kammelt,  James  "Wilson,  and  Francis  Bergerow,  according  to  form 
prescribed. 

List  of  voters  -  23 

TALLY  LIST. 

For  Council. 

M,  F.  Conway  21  [  John  Donalson   2 

For  House  of  Representatives. 
S.D.Houston  21  :  Eussell  Garrett  2 


Eleventh  Election  District. — Ninth  P^presentative  District. 

Oaths  of  Wm.  P.  McClure,  S.  W.  Spratt,  and  George  W.  Pence,  judges,  according 
to  form  prescribed. 

List  of  voters  331 

TALLY  LIST. 
For  Council. 

John  Donalson  328  1  M.  F.  Conway   3 

For  House  of  Representatives. 
F.  J.Marshall  -328 

Return  of  same  judges,  in  form  prescribed,  showing: 

For  Omncil. 

John  Donalson  328  \  M.  F.  Conway  3 

For  House  of  Representatives. 
F.  J.  Marshall  328 

St.  Mary's  Precinct. 

Oaths  of  L.  R.  Palmer,  P.  McCartney,  and  Alva  Higbee,  judges,  in  form  prescribed. 
List  of  voters  H' 

TALLY  LIST. 

For  Council. 

M.F.Conway  7  I  John  Donalson  ■* 

For  House  of  Representatives. 
F.  J.  Marshall  4  i  P.  McCartney  
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Return  of  same  judges,  according  to  form  prescribed,  showing: 

For  Council. 

John  Donalson  ,  4  |  M.  F.  Conway  7 

For  Mouse  of  Representatives. 
Palmer  McCartney  7  !  F.  J.  Marshall  4 

Silver  Lake  Precinct. 

Oaths  of  E.  R.  Kennedy,  John  H.  Wells,  and  N.  K.  Windgardner,  judges,  according 
to  form  prescribed. 

List  of  voters  31 

Return  of  same  judges,  according  to  form  prescribed,  showing  : 

For  Council. 

M.F.Conway   19  i  John  Donalson   12 

For  House  of  Representatives. 
Solomon  McCartney   19  |  F.  J.  Marshall    12 

TALLY  LIST. 

For  Council. 

Jno.  Donalson   12  \  M.  F.  Conway   19 

For  House  of  Representatives. 

F.  J.Marshall   4  i  S.  McCartney  ™  19 

Protest  of  M.  F.  Conway  and  ten  others,  claiming  to  be  qualified  voters  of  the 
Territory,  against  the  election  of  John  Donalson  and  Thos.  J.  Marshall;  complain- 
ing that  upwards  of  300  votes  were  given  by  non-residents  of  the  Territory,  at  the 
Marysville  precinct,  and  that  the  ballots  received  at  the  said  precinct  were  opened 
and  read  by  the  judges  before  they  were  deposited  in  the  ballot-box;  together  with 
the  oath  of  M.  F.  Conway  in  support  thereof.  With  the  affidavit  of  Cole  McCrea, 
that  upwards  of  200  non-residents  of  the  Territory  passed  west  on  the  Leavenworth 
and  Riley  road  Wednesday  and  Thursday  next  preceding  the  election,  declaring  that 
they  intended  to  vote  at  the  Marysville  precinct,  and  then  return  to  their  residence 
in  Missouri;  and  that  on  the  following  Sunday  and  Monday  he  saw  many  of  the 
same  persons  returning  towards  Missouri  river,  some  of  whom  stated  in  the  pres- 
ence of  their  associates  that  they  had  voted,  and  done  the  thing  up  right. 

\ 

SEVENTH  COUXCIL  DISTRICT. 

Eleventh  Representative  District. —  Wolf  River  Precinct. 
Oaths  of  G.  R.  Wilson,  Jas.  M.  Irvine,  and  E.  V.  B.  Rogers,  judges,  according  to 
prescribed  form. 

List  of  voters  _73 

TALLY  LIST. 
For  Council. 

John  W.  Foreman   74 

For  House  of  Representatives. 

J.  IT.  Stringfellow   57  |  J.  Ryon  „   8 

R.  L.  Kirk   52    T.  J.  Vanderslice   1 

G.  A.  Cutler   15    John  Landis   8 

Return  of  same  judges,  in  form  prescribed,  showing: 

For  Council. 

John  W.  Foreman   74 
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For  House  of  Representatives. 

J.  H.  Stringfellow   57  i  J.  Rvon   S 

R.  L.  Kirk   52  •  T.  J.  Vanderslice   1 

G.  A.  Cutler   15  |  John  Laudis   8 

Doniphan  Precinct, 

Oaths  of  A.  H.  Dunning,  N.  J.  Ireland,  and  Wm.  P.  Lamb,  judges,  according  to 
form  prescribed. 

List  of  voters  ,  346 

Tally  list,  none.    Return  of  same  judges,  showing: 

For  Council. 

John  "W.  Foreman   343 

For  House  of  Represenlatives. 

J.  H.  Stringfellow   813  |  John  Landis   25 

R.  L.  Kirk  ;   292  i  J.  Ryon   IS 

G.  A.  Cutler   30    S.  K.  Miller  „   2 

T.  Vanderslice  „   4  1 

Eighteenth  Election  District. 
Oaths  of  Jesse  Adamson,  Thos.  J.  B.  Cramer,  and  John  Belew,  judges,  according 
to  form  prescribed. 

List  of  voters  62 

TALLY  LIST. 
For  CowneiL 

John  W.  Foreman    61 

Fbr  House  of  ItepreseiUaiives. 

J.  H.  Stringfellow  „   48  i  Cutler   14 

Kirk   50  |  Landis   13 

Ryon   1  i 


Return  of  same  judges,  in  form  prescribed,  showing: 


For  Council. 

John  W.  Foreman   61 

For  House  of  Eepreseiiiatives. 

J.  H.  Stringfellow   48  j  G.  A.  Cutler   14 

R.  L.  Kirk   50  j  John  Landis   13 

Joel  Ryon   1  | 

EIGHTH  COUNCIL  DISTRICT. 

Twelfth  Representative  District. —  Burr  Oak  Precinct. 

Oaths  of  H.  J.  Johnson,  Cary  B.  Whitehead  and  Albert  Head,  judges,  in  form  pre- 
scribed. 

List  of  voters  303 

TALLY  LIST. 

For  Council. 

Wm.  P.  Richardson   234  I  John  W.  Whitehead   '5'? 


For  House  of  Hepresenialives. 

Joel  P.  Blair   256  j  John  Fee   2 

Thos.  W,  Waterson   258  i 

Return  of  same  judges,  in  form  prescribed,  showing: 

For  Council. 

Wm.  P.  Richardson   234  |  John  W.  Whitehead   G.^ 

For  House  of  RepresentaJives, 

Joel  P.  Blair   256  j  John  Fee   2 

Thos.  W.  Waterson   258  I 
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NINTH  COUNCIL  DISTRICT. 

Thirteenth  Representative  District. 
Oaths  of  M.  T.  Baily,  E.  R.  Zimmerman,  and  Thos.  J.  Thompson,  Judges,  accord- 
ing to  prescribed  form. 

List  of  voters  417 

TALLY  LIST. 
F(fr  Council. 

D.  A.  N.  Grover._  411  |  Freeland  1 

For  Hmise  of  Represeniatives. 
H.  B.  C.  Harris  412  |  J.  Weddell  412 

■Return  of  same  judges,  showing: 

For  Council. 

D.  A.  N.  Grover  411  j  J.  Freeland  1 

For  House  of  Representatives. 
H.  B.  C.  Harris  .412  |  J.  Weddell  412 

^  TENTH  COUNCIL  DISTRICT. 

Tenth  Representative  District. 
Oaths  of  H.  B.  Cory,  J.  B.  Ross,  and  J.  Atkinson,  judges,  according  to  form  pre- 
scribed. 

Return  of  same  judges,  stating  that  having  been  sworn,  they  proceeded  to  open 
said  election  and  receive  votes,  but  that  a  vast  number  of  citizens  from  Missouri 
assembled  on  the  ground,  for  the  purpose  of  illegally  voting,  who  surrounded  the 
window  and  obstructed  the  citizens  of  the  Territory  from  depositing  their  votes,  and 
caused  many  of  the  said  legal  voters  to  leave  without  voting;  and  that  the  said  judges, 
in  consequence  of  the  determination  of  citizens  from  Missouri  to  vote,  and  no  voters 
of  said  district  voting  or  offering  to  vote,  they  left  the  ground. 

Oaths  of  Richard  Chandler,  N.  B.  Hopewell,  and  Wm.  M.  Gardner,  judges,  that  they 
will  act  as  judges  of  the  election,  and  will  conduct  said  election  impartiaEy  and  to 
the  best  of  their  abUity,  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress  organizing  the  Ter- 
ritory. 

List  of  voters  242 

Tally  list,  with  certificate  of  return  prefixed,  showing: 

Far  Council. 

R.  R.  Rees  233  j  B.  H.  Twombly  5 

L.  J.  Eastin  233  I  A.  J.  Whitney  6 

For  House  of  Eepreseniaiiies. 
W.  H.  Tebbs  237  I  C.  Hart  3 


Fourteenth  Representative  District. 
Oaths  of  Lewis  N.  Reese  and  George  B.  Panton,  that  they  wUl  support  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  and  will  faithfully  demean  themselves  as  judges  of  the 
election,  and  will  faithfully  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  organiz- 
ing the  Territory. 

Oath  of  Matt.  France,  in  form  prescribed. 

List  of  voters  ..964 

TALLY  LIST. 
For  C&uncil. 

Reese  896  |  B.  H.  Twombly  60 

Eastin  893  ;  A.J.Whitney  59 

Kuykendall   1  j 
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Ibr  House  of  Representatives. 

W.G.  Mathias  899  '  Felix  G.  Braden  59 

IT.  D.  McMeekin  897     Samuel  France  59 

A.  Payne  894     F.  Browning  58 

Return  of  same  judges,  omitting  the  words  "6?/  lawful  resident  voters.^''  showing: 

For  Co^incil. 

R.  R.  Eees  896    A.  J.  Whitney   59 

L,  J.Eastin  893    Jas.  Kuykendall   1 

B.  H.  Twombly   60 

For  House  of  Hepresentatives. 

Wm.  G.  Mathias  899     F.  G.  Braden  59 

H.D.  McMeekin  897    S.France....;  59 

A.  Payne  895     F.  Browning  5.S 

Protest  of  Wm.  Phillips  and  thirteen  others,  claiming  to  be  citizens  of  the  Six- 
teenth Election  District,  against  the  election  of  R.  R.  Rees,  L.  J.  Eastin,  W.  G.  Ma- 
thias, H.  D.  McMeekin,  and  A.  Payne,  for  the  reasons  that  the  judges  of  election  did 
riot  take  the  required  oath  of  office;  that  residents  of  Missouri  came  to  the  said  dis- 
trict, voted,  and  immediately  returned  to  Missouri;  that  many  of  the  citizens  of  said 
district  were  deterred  from  voting  by  the  conduct  of  citizens  from  Missouri,  sup- 
ported by  the  affidavit  of  Wm.  Phillips. 

Protest  of  Andrew  McDonald  and  others  against  the  Governor's  power  to  hear 
and  decide  between  contestants  for  seats  in  the  Legislative  Assembly  as  a  usurpation 
of  power  not  granted  by  the  act  of  Congress  organizing  the  Territory,  and  founded 
upon  a  misconstruction  of  the  said  act;  that  the  Governor  is  bound  to  recognize  as 
legal  votes  all  those  received  under  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  organic  act  of  the 
Territory,  and  the  proclamation,  and  that  illegal  votes  are  those  where  the  returns 
show  a  non-compliance  with  those  restrictions,  and  claiming  from  the  Governor  cer- 
tificates of  their  election. 

Communication  from  A.  M.  Coffee  and  David  Lykens,  claiming  certificates  as 
members  of  the  Council  from  the  Fifth  Election  District,  and  claiming  that  they 
were  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  of  the  district. 


April  6,  1855. —  Decision  of  the  Governor  upon  the  returns  of  election 
held  30th  March,  1855: 

First  Council  District. —  Besides  the  protest  filed  against  the  election  at 
Lawrence  for  importation  of  votes,  there  is  a  defect  in  the  return.  The 
words  "  lawful  resident  voters  "  are  stricken  out.  The  Lawrence  election  is 
therefore  set  aside,  and  a  new  election  must  be  had  for  Representatives. 

Fourth  Election  District. —  Besides  the  protest  filed  in  this,  there  are  ma- 
terial omissions  in  oath  and  return,  purposely  made.  This  must  also  be  set 
aside. 

Seventeenth  Election  District. — The  form  of  return  is  correct  as  prescribed, 
and  no  protest  for  illegal  voting.  The  form  of  oath  differs  from  that  pre- 
scribed, but  is  a  searching  one,  and  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equivalent  to  t'lat 
prescribed,  and  perhaps  ought  to  be  sanctioned.  If  so,  this  district  will 
elect  Thomas  Johnson,  Edw.  Chapmao,  Council;  A.  S.  Johnson,  ,Ke})resent- 
ative.  This  election  is,  however,  not  declared  at  present,  but  held  under 
advisement. 

Second  Council  District. — The  judgeij  were  sworn  by  G.  W.  Taylor, 
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had  no  authority  to  administer  the  oath.  In  addition,  there  is  a  protest 
complaining  of  importation  of  voters,  and  violent  expulsion  of  the  original 
judges.  For  -want  of  sufficient  oath,  the  election  is  set  aside,  and  a  new 
election  for  Council  and  Representative  ordered. 

Third  Council  District. —  Besides  the  protest  for  violent  expulsion  of  the 
judges  at  the  Tecuinseh  polls  and  for  illegal  votes,  there  are  material  era- 
sures in  the  oath,  purposely  made;  return  in  form  prescribed.  This  is  held 
under  advisement  for  the  present,  but  will  probably  be  set  aside,  and  if  so, 
a  new  election  will  be  ordered  for  Representatives. 

Seventh  Election  District.- — Besides  the  protest  complaining  of  a  large 
number  of  illegal  votes,  the  judges  do  not  appear  to  have  been  sworn  at  all. 
This  poll  is  therefore  set  aside. 

Eighth  Election  District. —  No  protest  is  filed,  and  the  proceedings  in  reg- 
ular prescribed  form.  A  majority  of  votes  for  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  are  cast  for  A.  I.  Baker,  Esq.,  and  he  is  declared  elected  in 
the  Fifth  Representative  District.  For  Council,  the  vote  is  a  tie  between 
H.  J.  Strickler  and  H.  Rice;  so  that  as  to  Council  the  result  still  depends 
upon  the  Tecumseh  poll. 

Fourth  Council  District. —  Of  the  four  precincts,  Bull  Creek  is  the  only 
one  contested,  that  from  Pottawatomie  Creek  being  withdrawn.  Suppose 
the  complaint  to  be  true,  if  successful  it  cannot  alter  the  result.  The  re- 
maining three  precincts  are  uncontested  and  in  form,  and  gave  a  majority  to 
A.  M.  Cofiee  and  David  Lykens  for  Council;  W.  A.  Heiskell,  Allen  Wil- 
kinson, Henry  Younger  and  Samuel  Scott  for  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  they  are  declared  elected. 

Fifth  Council  District. —  The  returns  are  all  in  due  form,  and  no  protest. 
William  Barbee  for  Council,  Joseph  C.  Anderson  and  S.  A.  Williams  for 
House  of  Representatives,  are  declared  elected. 

Sixth  Council  District. —  The  Kinth  and  Tenth  Election  Districts  are  in 
form  as  to  their  returns;  no  protest.  S.  D.  Houston  is  declared  elected 
Representative  in  the  Eighth  Representative  District. 

In  addition  to  the  protest  against  the  Eleventh  Election  District  (being 
the  poll  at  Marysville),  the  returns  show  a  fatal  defect.  Instead  of  con- 
ducting the  election  by  ballot,  it  must  have  been  held  viva  voce,  as  the  man- 
ner in  which  each  person  voted  is  recorded  at  once  opposite  his  name, 
the  proclamation  required  the  election  to  be  by  ballot,  and  the  tickets  to  be 
counted  after  closing  the  polls,  it  is  impossible  to  sustain  this  return.  It  is 
accordingly  set  aside.  The  residue  of  the  district  gives  M.  F.  Conway  a 
majority  for  Council,  and  he  is  declared  elected. 

In  the  Ninth  Representative  District  —  the  Marysville  poll  being  set 
aside  —  the  returns  of  St.  Marys  and  Silver  Lake  give  Solomon  McCartney 
19 ;  F.  J.  ^Marshall,  16 ;  Palmer  McCartney,  7;  and  Solomon  ^IcCartney  is 
declared  to  be  elected.  It  is  alleged  there  is  no  such  man,  and  that  the  vote 
for  him  was  cast  under  mistake  of  the  name  of  Palmer  ]McCurtney.  A 
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slight  difference  in  name  should  always  be  disregarded,  to  carry  out  the  will 
of  the  voter,  but  the  difference  here  is  too  great  to  be  reconciled.  If  these 
facts  are  shown  as  alleged,  the  vote  for  Solomon  McCartney  is  a  nullity,  and 
the  certificate  will  be  granted  to  Francis  J.  Marshall. 

Seventh  Council  District. — The  returns  in  form,  and  no  protest.  John  W. 
Foreman  for  Council,  J.  H.  Stringfellow  and  E.  L.  Kirk  for  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, are  declared  elected. 

Eighth  Council  District. — The  returns  in  form,  and  no  protest.  AVm.  P. 
Richardson  for  Council,  Joel  P.  Blair  and  Thos.  AY.  Watterson  for  House 
of  Representatives,  are  declared  elected. 

Ninth  Council  District. —  Returns  in  form,  and  no  protest.     D.  A. 
Grover  for  Council,  H.  B.  C.  Harris  and  J.  Weddle  for  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, are  declared  elected. 

Tenth  Council  District. —  Besides  the  protest  filed  against  the  Leaven- 
worth poll  for  illegal  voting,  it  appears  that  the  judges  purposely  struck 
out  a  material  part  of  the  prescribed  form  of  return,  to  wit:  that  the  votes 
were  polled  "by  lawful  resident  voters."  This  poll  is  set  aside,  and  a  new 
election  for  Representative  becomes  necessary.  ' 

In  the  Thirteenth  Election  District,  the  protest  filed  has  been  withdrawn, 
and  the  result  stands  upon  the  return  of  the  judges  who  conducted  the  elec- 
tion, and  a  counter  statement  of  the  judges  appointed  by  the  proclamation, 
who,  after  having  taken  the  oath  and  entered  upon  the  performance  of  their 
duties,  abandoned  the  polls  and  left  the  grounds,  because,  as  they  say,  a 
large  number  of  non-residents  were  on  the  ground  demanding  to  vote,  and 
obstructing  the  polls,  and  because  no  lawful  votes  were  presented.  This  is 
not  a  protest  as  provided  for  in  the  proclamation,  and  even  if  regarded  as 
a  report  or  return  by  them,  relative  to  the  performance  of  their  ofiicial 
duties,  does  not  disclose  sufficient  reason  for  vacating  their  posts.  They 
were  not  drawn  away  by  force.  If  illegal  votes  were  offered,  it  was  their 
duty  to  remain  and  reject  them.  If  the  polls  were  obstructed,  it  was  their 
business  at  least  to  endeavor  to  clear  them,  and  at  all  events  to  endeavor  to 
remain  at  their  posts  in  the  performance  of  their  duty  until  the  time  for 
closing  the  polls,  unless  driven  aw^ay  by  violence.  The  place  they  left  was 
filled  by  other  judges  appointed  according  to  the  proclamation,  and  their 
return,  which  is  in  form,  and  no  protest  before  me,  shows  a  majority  for  L. 
J.  Eastin  and  R.  R.  Rees  for  Council,  W.  H.  Tebbs  for  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, who  are  accordingly  declared  elected. 


record  of  oath. 

United  States  of  America,  ) 
Territory  of  Kansas,  | 

On  this  seventh  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  undersigned,  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  personally  ap])eared  George 
Brubaker,  Esq.,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  in  and 
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for  the  Sixteenth  District,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that 
he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  fiiithfuliy  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  his  office.  Geo.  Brukaker. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  April  7th,  1855,  before  me. 

Geo.  Russell,  J.  P.,  Sixteenth  District,  K.  T, 


record  of  oath. 

United  States  of  America,  | 
Territory  of  Kansas,  j 

On  this  seventh  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1855,  before  the  undersigned,  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  personally  appeared  Samuel 
F.  Few,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  said  Territory  in  and  for  the  Sixteenth 
District,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  he  will  support  the  Con. 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  and  will  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of  his 
said  office.  Saml.  F,  Few. 

Sworn  and  duly  subscribed,  April  7th,  1855,  before  me. 

•  Geo.  RrssELL,  J.  P.,  Sixteenth  District,  K.  T, 


April  16,  1855. —  The  Governor  declares  Rev.  Thomas  Johnson  and 
Edward  Chapman  to  be  duly  elected  members  of  Council  from  the  First 
Council  District,  and  Alexander  S.  Johnson  duly  elected  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  from  the  First  Representative  District. 

The  return  of  election  held  in  the  Third  Election  District  for  member  of 
Council  and  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  set  aside,  for  the 
objections  stated  in  the  entries  of  April  6th,  1855. 

Same  day,  proclamation  issued  for  an  election  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives,  as  follows,  viz. : 

United  States  or  Amekica,  ] 

Tekeitoey  of  Kansas.  ] 
p.  I,  Andrew  H.  Reeder,  Governor  of  the  said  Territory,  do  hereby  proclaim 

and  make  knovrn  to  the  qualified  voters  of  said  Territory  that  an  election 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  the  twenty-second  day  of  May,  1855.  in  the  First  Election 
District  of  said  Territory,  for  three  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives;  in 
the  Second  Election  District,  for  one  member  of  Council  and  two  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives;  in  the  Third  Election  District,  for  one  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives;  in  the  Third,  Seventh  and  Eighth  Election  Districts  sev- 
erally, for  one  member  of  Council  to  represent  the  Third  Council  District;  and  in 
the  Sixteenth  Election  District,  for  three  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives; 
under  and  in  conformity  to  the  apportionment  of  said  Territory  heretofore  named, 
and  to  fill  vacancies  existing  in  the  Representative  and  Council  Districts  of  which 
the  said  election  districts  are  respectively  composed.  The  said  election  shall  be  held 
by  ballot,  and  shall  be  conducted  as  hereinafter  prescribed. 

The  election  in  the  First  Election  District  shall  be  held  in  the  House  of  W.  H.  R. 
Lykins,  in  the  town  of  Lawrence.  Judges:  William  Yates,  Joel  Grover,  and  Josiah 
Miller. 

The  election  in  the  Second  Election  District  shall  be  held  at  the  house  of  Harrison 
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Burson,  on  the  Wakarusa  river.  Judges:  Harrison  Burson,  Nathaniel  Ramsey,  and 
William  Simmons. 

The  election  in  the  Third  Election  District  shall  be  held  at  the  house  of  Thomas 
N.  Stinsoii,  in  the  tovrn  of  Tecumseh,  Judges:  Daniel  H.  Horne,  James  Gilpatrick, 
and  L.  D.  Stateler. 

The  election  in  the  Seventh  Election  District  shall  be  held  at  the  house  of  J.  B. 
Titus,  on  the  Santa  Fe  road.  Judges:  Eli  Snyder,  Dr.  Foster  Harvey,  and  Joseph 
Mclntire. 

The  election  in  the  Eighth  Election  District  shall  be  held  at  the  Council  Grove 
Mission  House,  near  the  Santa  Fe  road.  Judges:  Thomas  S.  Huffaker,  Emanuel 
Mosier,  and  S.  B.  Smith. 

The  election  in  the  Sixteenth  Election  District  shall  be  held  at  the  house  of  Keller 
and  Kyle,  in  the  town  of  Leavenworth.  Judges:  Matt.  France,  James  M.  Lyle,  and 
Adam  Fisher. 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  JUDGES  OF  EI.ECTION. 

The  three  judges  will  provide  for  each  poll,  proper  ballot-boxes  for  the  reception 
of  the  tickets,  and  will  assemble  at  their  respective  polls  at  or  before  eight  o'clock 
A.  M.  of  the  day  of  elctiou,  and  will  take  and  subscribe  (in  duplicate)  the  printed 
oaths  which  will  be  furnished  them,  and  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  appended.  This 
oath  must  be  administered  by  a  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace,  if  one  be  present; 
and  if  not,  the  judges  can  mutually  administer  the  oath  to  each  other.  In  case  of 
the  absence  of  one  or  two  of  the  judges  at  nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  vacancy  will  be 
filled  by  the  judge  or  judges  present,  and  in  case  any  vacancy  shall  occur  after 
the  judges  are  sworn,  it  shall  be  filled  in  the  same  manner.  In  case  none  of  the 
judges  attend  at  nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  voters  on  the  ground  may  select  persons  to 
fill  the  places.  In  case  (from  any  cause)  it  shall  be  impossible  for  the  election  to 
be  held  at  the  designated  place,  the  judges  may,  at  nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  adjourn  the 
election  to  the  most  convenient  place  in  the  vicinity,  taking  proper  precautions  to 
inform  the  voters  of  the  place  adjourned  to.  The  judges  will  keep  two  correspond- 
ing lists  of  the  persons  who  shall  vote,  numbering  each  name.  They  must  be  satis- 
fied of  the  qualifications  of  every  person  oif  ering  to  vote,  and  may  examine  the  voter 
or  any  other  person,  under  oath,  upon  the  subject. 

The  polls  will  be  kept  open  until  six  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  then  closed,  unless  voters 
are  present  offering  to  vote;  and  in  that  case  shall  be  closed  as  soon  thereafter  as 
votes  cease  to  be  constantly  offered. 

When  the  polls  are  closed,  the  judges  will  proceed  to  open  and  count  the  votes, 
and  will  keep  two  corresponding  tally  lists,  on  which  they  will  tally  each  ticket  as  it 
is  called  by  the  judge  who  will  open  the  ballots,  which  must  be  done  without  inter- 
ference or  handling  by  any  other  person.  When  the  votes  are  thus  counted  off  and 
the  tally  lists  shall  agree,  the  judges  shall  publicly  proclaim  the  result,  and  shall  fill 
up  and  sign  the  duplicate  returns  which  will  be  furnished  them,  and  a  copy  of  which 
is  hereto  appended.  They  will  then  carefully  replace  the  said  tickets  in  the  ballot- 
boxes,  together  with  one  copy  of  the  oath  of  each  judge,  one  copy  of  the  return,  one 
of  the  tally  lists,  and  one  of  the  lists  of  voters,  and  will  seal  up  and  preserve  the 
same,  to  be  produced  if  required.  The  remaining  copies  of  the  oath,  list  of  voters, 
tally  list  and  return  will  be  sealed  up,  directed  to  the  Governor  of  the  Territory, 
and  delivered  to  him  at  his  office  at  the  Shawnee  Mission,  by  one  of  the  judges  in 
person,  on  or  before  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1855. 

The  constables  of  the  Territory  will  attend  at  their  respective  polls  and  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  execute  the  orders  of  the  judges  for  t.he  preservation  of  peace 
and  good  order  at  the  polls  and  secure  free  access  for  the  voters,  and  for  tliis  pur- 
pose may  call  upon  any  citizens  present  to  aid  them  in  the  performance  of  their  duty 
if  necessary. 
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AU  persons  are  forbidden  to  bring,  sell  or  deal  out  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
polls,  any  intoxicating  liquors;  and  the  judges  of  the  election,  whenever  they  shall 
deem  this  regulation  violated  so  as  to  interfere  with  the  proper  conducting  of  the  elec- 
tion, may  order  the  same  to  be  removed,  and  if  the  owner  shall  fail  to  remove  the  same, 
may  direct  the  constables  or  other  fit  persons  to  take  charge  of  such  liquor  until  the 
poUs  are  closed;  and  in  case  of  resistance,  to  destroy  the  same  at  once. 

QUALIFICATIONS  OF  VOTERS: 

By  the  Territorial  bill  it  is  provided  as  follows: 

"That  every  free  white  male  inhabitant  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  be  an  actual 
resident  of  said  Territory,  and  shall  possess  the  qualifications  hereinafter  prescribed,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  at  the  first  election:  Provided,  That  the  right  of  suSrage  and  of  holding  otfice  shall  be  exer- 
cised only  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  those  who  shall  have  declared  on  oath  their  intention 
to  become  such,  and  shall  have  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the 
provisions  of  this  act:  And  provided  further,  That  no  officer,  soldier,  seaman  or  marine,  or  other  person 
in  the  Army  or  Xavy  of  the  United  States,  or  attached  to  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  allowed  to  vote  or  hold  office  in  said  Territory,  by  reason  of  being  on  service  therein." 

By  the  term  ''^white"  as  used  in  this  and  other  laws  of  a  similar  character,  is  meant 
pure  unmixed  white  blood.  The  man  who  has  any  mixture  from  the  darker  races, 
however  smaU  the  proportion,  is  not  regarded  as  a  white  man. 

When  a  voter  has  only  declared  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen,  he  must  be 
sworn  by  competent  authority  or  the  judges  of  election,  to  support  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  and  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  May  30th, 
1854,  to  organize  the  Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  unless  he  has  been  so 
sworn  previously. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  act  is  drawn  with  great  care  to  exclude  non-residents  from 
the  polls.  It  provides  that  the  voter  shall  be  an  inhabitant  and  an  actual  resi- 
dent. A  voter  must  dwell  here  at  the  time  of  offering  his  vote;  he  must  have  then 
commenced  an  actiial  inhabitancy,  which  he  intends  to  continue  permanently,  and 
must  have  made  the  Territory  his  dweUing-place  to  the  exclusion  of  any  other  home. 
The  meaning  of  the  last  proviso,  in  relation  to  the  Army  and  Navy,  is  that  the 
persons  designated  in  it  shall  not  vote  if  their  inhabitancy  is  referable  only  to  the 
performance  of  their  duties.  Like  all  other  persons,  it  is  not  enough  that  they 
should  be  in  the  Territory,  but  they  must  dwell  in  it  as  their  permanent  home; 
and  the  officer  or  soldier  who  would  vote  must  have  a  residence  here  irrespective 
and  independent  of  his  presence  under  orders. 

Every  voter  must  vote  in  the  election  district  where  he  resides.  Experience 
has  demonstrated  this  to  be  a  wise  regulation,  and  it  has  been  adopted  in  nearly 
all  the  States  as  a  necessary  provision  against  error,  confusion  and  fraud. 

C0^'TESTED  ELECTIONS. 

In  case  any  persons  shall  desire  to  contest  the  election  in  any  district,  they  shall 
make  a  written  statement,  setting  forth  the  particular  election  district  they  intend 
to  contest,  and  the  sj^ecific  causes  of  complaint  in  the  conduct  or  return  of  the 
election;  which  shall  be  signed  by  not  less  than  ten  qualified  voters  of  the  Terri- 
tory, with  affidavits  of  one  or  more  voters  to  the  truth  of  the  facts.  Such  state- 
ment shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor  at  his  office  on  or  before  the  29th  day 
of  May  next,  when  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  result  may  be  changed  thereby,  a  day 
will  be  fixed  for  the  hearing  in  order  to  decide  whether  the  candidates  returned  are 
entitled  to  their  certificates  of  election. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  Territory,  this  sixteenth  day  of  April, 
A.  D.  1855.  A.  H.  Reedeb,  Governor^  &c. 

By  the  Governor: 

Danl.  Woodson,  Secretary. 
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Same  day,  proclaraation  issued  for  convening  the  Legislative  Assembly 
of  the  Territory,  as  follows : 

United  States  of  Amebica,  ) 
Tekritoey  of  Kansas.  ) 
[8E\i  ]  I^eeder,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  do  hereby, 

under  and  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  thirtieth  day  of 
May,  1854,  entitled  "An  act  to  organize  the  Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas,"' 
proclaim  and  direct  that  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  said  Territory  of  Kan- 
sas will  convene  at-  the  town  of  Pawnee,  in  the  Ninth  Election  District  of  said  Ter- 
ritory, on  the  tirst  Monday  of  July  next,  in  the  building  which  will  be  provided  for 
that  purpose. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  Territory,  this  sixteenth  day  of  April, 
A.  D.  1855.  A.  H.  Reedeb,  Governor,  &c. 

By  the  Governor  : 

Danl.  Woodson,  Secretary. 


record  of  oath. 

United  States  of  America,  1 
Territory  of  Kansas,  ) 

On  the  sixteenth  day  of  April,  1855,  before  the  undersigned  personally 
appeared  E.  F.  Barnard,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  said  Territory  in  and 
for  the  Sixteenth  District,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he 
will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  will  faithfully  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  his  said  office.  E.  F.  Barnard. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  April  16th,  1855,  before  me. 

Same.  D.  Lecompte,  Ch.  Just  K.  T. 


April  17,  1855. — The  Governor  leaves  the  Territory  on  a  visit  to  his 
family  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


May  29,  1855. —  Returns  received  from  the  election  held  on  the  22d  May, 
in  pursuance  of  the  Governor's  proclamation  of  the  16th  April,  to  fill  va- 
cancies, and  filed  away  for  the  action  of  the  Governor  upon  his  return  to 
the  Territory. 


June  2,  1855. — The  Secretary,  in  the  absence  of  the  Governor  and  in 
pursuance  of  a  requisition  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  is- 
sues an  executive  warrant  to  the  Marshal  of  the  Territory,  directing  him  to 
arrest  and  deliver  one  ]\ratt.  France,  charged  with  the  crime  of  seduction,  in 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  the  authorities  of  that 
State. 


June  23,  1855. — The  Governor  returns  to  the  Territory  from  visit  to  his 
family  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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June  25,  1855. — The  Governor  declares  John  Hutchinson,  Erastus  D. 
Ladd  and  Philip  P.  Fowler  to  be  duly  elected  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives from  the  Second  Kepresentative  District;  John  A.  AVakelield  to  he 
duly  elected  a  member  of  the  Second  Election  District,  and  Augustus  Wat- 
tles and  William  Jessee  to  be  duly  elected  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives from  the  same  district;  Jesse  D.  Wood  to  be  duly  elected  a 
member  of  the  Council  from  the  Third  Council  District;  William  G. 
Mathias,  A."  Payne  and  H.  D.  McMeekin  to^be  duly  elected  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  from  the  Fourteenth  Representative  District; 
and  C.  K.  Holliday  to  be  duly  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives from  the  Fourth  Representative  District. 


June  27th,  1855. —  The  Executive  Office  is  removed  from  the  Shawnee 
Manual  Labor  School,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  it  at  the  town  of 
Pawnee,  in  the  Xinth  Election  District. 


July  2d,  1855. — The  Executive  Office  is  established  at  the  town  of 
Pawnee,  in  the  Ninth  Election  District. 


July  12th,  1855. —  The  Executive  Office  is  again  established  at  the 
Shawnee  Manual  Labor  School. 


August  16th,  1855. —  The  Governor  informs  the  Legislative  Assembly 
that  his  functions  as  Governor  of  the  Territory  were  terminated,  in  the  fol- 
lowing message,  addressed  to  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Tei-ritory 
of  Kansas : 

Gentlemen:  Although  in  my  message  to  your  bodies,  under  date  of  the  21st  inst., 
I  stated  that  I  was  unable  to  convince  myself  of  the  legality  of  your  session  at  this 
place,  for  reasons  then  given,  and  although  that  opinion  still  remains  unchanged, 
yet,  inasmuch  as  my  reasons  were  not  satisfactory  to  you,  and  the  bills  passed  by 
your  houses  have  been,  up  to  this  time,  sent  to  me  for  approval,  it  is  proper  that  I 
should  inform  you  that  after  your  adjournment  of  yesterday,  I  received  official  noti- 
fication that  my  functions  as  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  were  terminated. 
No  successor  having  arrived,  Secretary  Woodson  will  of  course  perform  the  duties  of 
the  office  as  acting  Governor.  A.  H.  Reedeb. 

Shawnee  Manual  Labor  School,  August  16th,  1855. 


August  17th,  1855. —  The  acting  Governor  continues  G.  P.  Lowrey  in 
the  office  of  Executive  Clerk  until  the  successor  to  Governor  Reeder  arrives 
in  the  Territory. 
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[For  the  principal  portion  of  this  biography,  the  Historical  Society  is  indebted 
to  the  able  address  "of  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Simpson,  in  the  proceedings  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Kansas,  on  the  death  of  Governor  Shannon.] 

Wilson  Shannon,  the  second  Governor  of  Kansas  Territory,  was  born  on 
the  24th  day  of  February,  1802,  in  the  Territory  of  Ohio,  in  what  is  now 
the  southwest  portion  of  tlie  county  of  Belmont.  He  was  the  youngest  of  a 
family  of  nine  children,  seven  boys  and  two  girls.  In  the  winter  of  ISOo 
his  father  was  frozen  to  death,  while  on  a  hunting  expedition  in  the  then 
wilderness  bordering  on  the  Ohio  river.  The  widowed  mother  was  thus  left 
with  this  large  family  of  children,  to  struggle  alone  with  the  world  as  best 
she  could,  the  oldest  child,  John,  then  being  but  nineteen  years  of  age.  The 
sterling  character  developed  in  this  eldest  son  proved  him  to  be  almost 
equal  to  the  emergency  of  supplying  the  place  of  his  father.  He  labored 
incessantly  to  procure  means  with  which  to  educate  his  brothers  and  sisters, 
this  labor  of  love  never  being  interrupted  but  once,  and  that  for  a  patriotic 
service  in  the  army,  during  the  war  of  1812.  In  this  short  service  he  at- 
tained the  rank  of  captain.  He  might  have  attained  high  position  in  civil 
life,  but  for  his  manly  devotion  to  the  interests  of  his  brothers. 

George,  the  second  son,  while  yet  a  lad,  joined  Lewis  and  Clark's  expedi- 
tion to  the  Hocky  ^Mountains,  and  while  on  the*Upper  Missouri  river,  in  an 
engagement  with  the  Indians,  was  wounded  in  the  leg,  and  on  his  arrival 
at  St.  Charles  had  it  amputated.  He  was  taken  to  Philadelphia  by  Lewis 
and  Clark,  and  had  charge  of  the  publication  of  their  journal.  While 
there  he  studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  afterwards  located  in 
Lexington,  Kentucky.  Able  as  the  bar  was  there,  in  a  few  years  he  was 
chosen  Circuit  Judge,  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  three  years.  In  1828 
he  went  to  Missouri  and  located  at  Hannibal ;  was  sent  to  the  State  Senate, 
made  United  States  District  x^ttorney  for  ^Missouri,  and  was  a  candidate  for 
the  United  States  Senate  against  Thomas  H.  Benton  at  the  time  of  his  sec- 
ond reelection.  He  was  a  celebrated  criminal-law  lawyer,  and  in  August, 
1836,  while  engaged  in  the  defense  of  a  man  charged  with  murder,  he  died, 
in  the  court  house  at  Palmyra,  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  having 
been  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1787.  The  Legislature  of  Missouri,  shortly 
after  his  death,  named  a  county  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State  for  him. 

By  the  time  George  had  become  fairly  established  in  practice  at  Lexing- 
ton he  was  joined  by  James,  the  third  son,  whom  John  had  educated  aiid 
Kent  out  into  the  world.  James,  it  is  said,  was  the  most  brilliant  of  all  the 
brothers.  He  practiced  law  with  great  success  at  Lexington  for  ten  years, 
and  became  prominent  as  a  political  leader,  but  the  Whig  majorities  were 
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too  great  to  be  overcome,  and  he,  being  a  Democrat,  was  always  defeated 
for  local  position. 

While  residing  at  Lexington  he  married  a  daughter  of  ex-Governor 
Shelby;  and  on  the  9th  day  of  February,  1832,  the  President  commissioned 
him  as  Charge  d' Affaires  to  the  Federation  of  Central  America,  but  he  died 
before  reaching  his  post. 

In  the  meantime,  Thomas,  the  fourth  son,  by  the  aid  of  the  devoted  John, 
had  embarked  in  merchandise  at  Barnesville,  a  growing  town  near  the 
homestead,  and  ^vas  remarkably  successful.  He  twice  represented  Belmont 
county  in  the  Legislature,  and  in  the  fall  of  1826,  the  same  year  in  which 
Wilson  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  he  was  elected  to  Congress  from  that  dis- 
trict. Serving  out  his  term  of  two  years,  he  retired  from  politics,  and  from 
that  time  on  never  ■wearied  in  pushing  the  fortunes  of  his  youngest  brother. 

David,  the  fifth  son,  studied  law  with  Cleorge  at  Lexington,  and  after  his 
admission  settled  in  Tennessee,  where  he  practiced  with  success  until  Presi- 
dent Jackson  appointed  him  a  Judge  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  but  he 
died  before  he  could  close  his  business  to  accept  the  place.  Arthur,  the 
sixth  son,  died  when  quite  young. 

The  faithful  John,  aided  by  Thomas,  now  a  member  of  the  Legislature, 
took  Wilson  from  the  farm  in  his  nineteenth  year  and  sent  him  to  the  Ohio 
University,  at  Athens,  for  two  years;  then  he  was  sent  to  Lexington,  where 
he  could  board  with  George  and  James,  and  enter  Transylvania  University. 
While  there  he  studied  law  with  his  brothers,  and  in  1826  came  back  to 
St.  Clairsviile  for  admission  and  practice.  Surrounded  by  able  lawyers,  his 
diligence  soon  secured  him,  a  profitable  practice,  and  he  then  married  a* 
daughter  of  E.  Ellis,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  Court,  and  this  allied  him  to  a  fam- 
ily powerful  both  at  the  bar  and  in  political  circles. 

Among  tlie  brothers-in-law  through  this  alliance  was  William  Kennon, 
member  of  Congress  from  Ohio  from  1834  to  1836,  a  member  of  tlie  c^jnsti- 
tutional  convention  of  1850,  a  commissioner  to  revise  the  code,  and  after- 
wards, for  years,  on  the  Supreme  Bench  of  Ohio ;  another  is  the  Hon.  George 
W.  Manypenny,  a  leading  public  man  in  Ohio,  and  who  was  at  the  time  of 
the  organization  of  Kansas  Territory,  United  States  Commissioner  of  In- 
dian Affairs;  another  is  Hon.  Hugh  J.  Jewett,  at  one  time  a  member  of 
Congress  from  Ohio,  and  afterward  president  of  the  New  York  &:  Erie 
Railway;  another  was  the  late  Hon.  Isaac  E.  Eaton,  so  long  a  respected 
and  well-known  citizen  of  Kansas,  who  died  at  Leavenworth  a  few  years 
since,  where  he  had  long  years  resided. 

In  the  fall  of  1832,  Wilson  Shannon  had  become  so  well  known  as  an 
able  and  popular  young  lawyer,  that  the  Democrats  of  his  district  nomi- 
nated him  for  Congress.  The  district  was  strongly  Whig,  but  Shannon  re- 
duced the  usually  large  majority  of  that  party  to  only  thirty-seven,  which 
was  received  by  his  opponent.  Gen.  James  Bell,  a  renowned  lawyer  of 
Cambridge,  Guernsey  county.  In  1832  Shannon  was  elected  County  Attor- 
ney of  his  native  county,  by  a  large  majority. 


89 


His  first  wife  lived  only  a  few  years  after  her  marriage,  and  Mr.  Shannon 
subsequently  married  Miss  Sarah  Osbun,  of  Cadiz,  Harrison  county,  Ohio. 
This  devoted  woman  shared  the  fortunes  of  her  husband  through  the  lonjr 
and  eventful  career  which  followed,  and  survived  him,  dying  at  Lawrence, 
Kansas,  January  5th,  1881. 

During  the  early  years  of  the  public  life  of  Mr.  Shannon,  his  conduct 
was  such  that  the  young  Democrats  throughout  the  State  began  to  regard 
him  as  their  leader,  and  when  the  Democratic  clans  mustered  in  Columbus, 
in  the  summer  of  1838,  the  young  lawyer  from  Belmont  was  made  their 
candidate  for  Governor.  The  AVhigs  renominated  "  Honest  Old  Joe  Vance," 
who  was  then  serving  a  term  as  chief  magistrate  of  the  State  that  he  had 
wrested  from  one  of  the  most  popular  of  the  old  Democratic  leaders.  But 
Shannon  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast,  and  a  boy  born  in  the  Terri- 
tory was  declared  Governor  of  the  State  —  the  first  native  Governor. 

The  Whig  triumph  of  1840,  in  the  election  of  William  Henry  Harrison 
of  Ohio  to  the  Presidency,  also  gave  the  Governorship  of  that  State  to  the 
Whig  candidate — Thomas  Corwin  —  and  Shannon  w^as  beaten  for  reelection. 
But  two  years  later  the  tables  turned,  and  the  Democrats  transposed  the 
words  of  a  Whig  rhyme  of  a  former  campaign,  and  sang : 

"Wilson  Shannon  gave  a  tanning 
To  Tom  the  wagoner  boy. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  1844,  President  Tyler  commissioned  Governor  Shan- 
non as  Minister  to  Mexico.  This  position  he  accepted,  and  held  until  May 
14,  1845,  when  the  Mexican  war  impending,  diplomatic  intercourse  was  sus- 
pended, and  demanding  his  passports,  he  returned  home.- 

In  1849,  becoming  enlisted  in  the  California  gold  excitement,  he  went  to 
that  new  Territory.  But  in  two  years  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and  in  1852 
was  elected  to  Congress  from  the  district  composed  of  his  native  county  and 
three  others.  He  cast  his  vote  in  tne  House  of  Bepresentatives,  in  1854,  in 
favor  of  the  passag-e  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill.  He  was-not  a  candidate 
for  reelection. 

On  the  removal  of  Governor  Beeder  from  the  office  of  Governor  of  Kan- 
sas Territory,  in  August,  1855,  the  vacant  office  was  tendered  to  Hon.  John 
L.  Dawson,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  declined  the  appointment.  Governor 
Shannon  was  commissioned  Governor  of  Kansas  Territory  by  President 
Pierce,  August  10, 1855.  He  arrived  at  Westport,  ^lissouri,  on  the  borders 
of  Kansas,  September  1,  the  second  day  after  the  adjournment  of  the  first 
Territorial  Legislature,  which  had  held  its  sessions  at  Shawnee  ^lission,  near 
Westport.  He  took  the  oath  of  office  before  Secretary  Woodson,  and  en- 
tered upon  his  official  duties  on  the  7th  of  September. 

The  period  at  which  Governor  Shannon  entered  upon  his  duties  was  a 
very  exciting  one,  making  the  Governor's  office  one  of  greater  trial,  perhaps, 
than  had  ever  before  been  allotted  to  high  public  functionary  in  this  coun- 
try.   Tlie  interest  of  the  whole  Nation  had  become  enlisted  in  the  Kansas 
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struggle.  The  struggle  had  become  a  national  partisan  one  of  the  greatest 
magnitude.  The  Democratic  party  of  the  country  had  become  committed 
to  the  work  of  establishing  slavery  in  Kansas.  The  opposing  party  had 
become  equally  determined  that  slavery  should  be  excluded.  In  Kansas 
and  ^vestern  ^Missouri,  ^vhatever  had  been  former  party  affiliations,  they  now 
were  broken  down,  and  all  the  people  had  become  enlisted  in  intense  antag- 
onism, under  the  names  Pro-Slavery  and  Free-State. 

Governor  Shannon  had  come  to  Kansas  as  a  Democrat.  His  life-long 
fidelity  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  the  many  honors  which  had  been  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  it,  had  wedded  him  to  strict  obedience  to  its  policy, 
whatever  the  deliberations  of  its  councils  may  have  determined  that  to  be. 
He  had  accepted  the  office  of  Governor  without  a  thought  of  any  other  than 
of  strict  good  faith  to  his  party. 

As  a  lawyer  of  profound  learning  and  large  experience,  he  had  been  edu- 
cated to  accept  the  legal  maxim  that  judicial  and  executive  functions  must 
be  exercised  in  strict  regard  to  the  laws,  de  facto  —  to  the  law  as  at  present 
found  on  the  statute  book;  leaving  it  to  the  future  for  the  people  to  change 
the  laws,  if  by  any  means  they  existed  in  contravention  of  their  will  freely 
exercised  by  ballot. 

The  Governor  had  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  election  of  March  30, 
1855.  If  that  election  had  been  carried  by  voters  from  Missouri,  and  not 
by  the  legal  voters  of  the  Territory,  he  was  not  responsible  for  the  fact,  nor 
responsible  for  the  character  of  the  laws  framed  by  the  Legislature  which  had 
thus  been  elected,  however  much  those  laws  might  be  intended  to  operate 
to  the  harrassment  and  the  exclusion  from  the  Territory  of  settlers  of  Free- 
State  sentiment.  The  remedy  left  to  the  class  to  whose  disadvantage  the 
laws  operated,  was  to  be  found  in  future  elections,  through  which  might 
be  brought  about  the  removal  of  whatever  of  obnoxious  legislation  might 
have  been  placed  on  the  statute  book.  As  the  highest  executive  authority  in 
the  Territory,  it  was  his  duty  to  execute  the  laws  as  he  found  them.  Such 
appear  to  have  been  Governor  Shannon's  views  of  policy  and  duty  upon  en- 
tering upon  his  office. 

In  the  necessary  circumstances  of  the  case.  Governor  Shannon  was 
thrown  into  constant  and  exclusive  association  with  those  persons  who 
were  intensely  wedded  to  the  established  policy  of  the  Pro-Slavery  party. 
He  was  sympathetic  and  confiding  in  his  nature.  Hence  he  was  not  un- 
frequently  misled  by  wrong  information  and  great  exaggeration  of  fact,, 
constantly  presented  to  him.  Added  to  this,  his  instructions  from  Wash- 
ington came  from  a  cabinet  devoted  to  the  policy  of  establishing  slavery  in 
Kansas  at  all  hazards.  Whatever  of  error  or  mistake  may  have  occurred 
in  his  administration  must  be  attributed  largely  to  these  peculiar  conditions 
by  which  he  was  environed.  The  more  authentic  facts  of  his  administra- 
tion are  to  be  gleaned  from  official  records,  a  considerable  portion  of  which 
are  found  in  this  volume. 
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His  official  services  terminated  with  his  resignation,  which  was  forwarded 
to  the  President  from  Lecompton,  August  18th,  1856.  He  continued  to 
reside  at  Lecompton,  whither  the  executive  office  had  been  removed  in  the 
spring  of  1856.  He  entered  actively  into  the  practice  of  the  law,  in  the 
higher  courts  of  the  Territory.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Lawrence, 
where  he  continued  to  live,  leading  a  life  of  unblemished  purity,  and  con- 
tinuing to  be  the  leading  member  of  his  profession  in  Kansas  until  the  day 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  peacefully  at  his  home  on  the  30th  day  of 
August,  1877. 

The  children  of  Governor  Shannon,  now  living,  are  Hon.  Osbun  Shan- 
non, of  Lawrence,  Kansas,  and  Mrs.  S.  R.  Keeler  and  Mrs.  John  A.  Walsh, 
both  residing  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Minutes  Recobded  in  the  Goveenor's  Office  dueing  the  Ab^otnistbation  o? 
GovEENOR  Wilson  Shannon,  including  also  those  Eecokded  in 

THE  InTEETALS  IN  WHICH  SeCEETAEY  DaNIEL  WoOD- 

soN  WAS  Acting  Goyeenoe. 


[Daniel  "Woodson  took  the  oath  of  office,  as  Secretary  of  Kansas  Territory,  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  28th,  1854.  At  different  times  during  his  term  of 
office,  he  had  devolved  upon  him  the  powers  of  Governor  of  the  Territory.  The  or- 
ganic act  provided  that,  "In  case  of  the  death,  removal,  resignation,  or  absence  of 
the  Governor  from  the  Territory,  the  Secretary  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required,  to  execute  and  perform  all  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Governor 
during  such  vacancy  or  absence,  or  until  another  Governor  shall  be  duly  appointed 
and  qualified  to  fill  such  vacancy." 

The  first  occasion  in  which  either  of  the  exigencies  contemplated  by  the  act  oc- 
curred, was  that  of  the  absence  of  "Governor  Reeder,  on  a  visit  to  the  East,  from 
April  17th  to  June  23d,  1855.  The  Executive  Minutes  show  only  two  official  acts 
during  this  period  —  one.  May  29th,  that  of  filing  election  returns,  for  the  action  of 
the  Governor  upon  his  return  to  the  Territory;  the  other,  the  issuing  of  an  executive 
warrant,  on  a  requisition  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Indiana. 

On  the  removal  of  Governor  Reeder  from  office,  August  16th.  1855,  Secretary 
Woodson  became  acting  Governor,  and  served  till  September  7th,  1855,  when  Gov- 
ernor Shannon  took  the  oath  of  office  and  entered  upon  its  duties.  On  the  depart- 
ure of  Governor  Shannon  on  a  visit  to  St.  Louis,  June  24th.  185G.  Secretary  Woodson 
again  became  Acting  Governor,  and  served  until  July  7th,  possibly  later.  Ihe 
minutes  do  not  show  the  day  of  the  return  of  Governor  Shannon.  On  the  rfsi^x'^^- 
tion  of  Governor  Shannon,  August  18, 185G,  Secretary  Woodson  again  became  Acting' 
Governor,  and  served  until  September  11th,  when  Governor  John  W.  Geary  assumed 
the  duties  of  the  office.  On  the  departure  of  Governor  Geary  from  the  Territory, 
March  12th,  1857,  Mr.  Woodson  again  became  Acting  Governor,  and  continued  as 
such  until  April  IGth.  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  who  had  been 
appointed  Secretary  of  the  Territory.] 
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August  31,  1855. —  Commissions  issued  to  the  following  appointments 
made  by  the  acting  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Council : 

To  A.  M.  Coffey,  as  Major  General  of  the  Southern  Division  of  Kansas 
Militia. 

Wm.  A.  Heiskell,  as  Brigadier  General  of  the  First  Brigade  of  the 
Southern  Division  of  Kansas  iNIilitia, 

Wm.  Barbee,  as  Brigadier  General  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  South- 
ern Division  of  Kansas  Militia. 

^Ym.  C.  Yager,  as  Colonel  of  the  First  Regiment  of  the  Southern  Divi- 
sion of  Kansas  Militia. 

George  W.  Johnson,  as  Colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  the  Southern 
Division  of  Kansas  Militia. 

S.  A.  Williams,  as  Colonel  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  the  Southern  Divi- 
sion of  Kansas  ^Militia. 

Skilman  Fleniino-  as  Colonel  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  the  Southern 
Division  of  Kansas  Militia. 

Wm.  P.  Richardson,  as  ]Major  General  of  the  Northern  Division  of  the 
Militia  of  Kansas  Territory. 

F.  J.  Marshall  as  Brij^adier  General  of  the  First  Brio-ade  of  the  North- 
ern  Division  of  the  ]Militia  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Lucien  J.  Eastin,  as  Brigadier  General  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  the 
Northern  Division  of  the  Militia  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Robert  CLark,  as  Colonel  of  the  First  Regiment  of  the  Northern  Divi- 
sion of  the  ]\Iilitia  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Jas.  E.  Thompson,  as  Colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  the  Northern 
Division  of  tlie  Militia  of  Kansas  Territory. 

David  ^I.  Johnson,  as  Colonel  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  the  Northern 
Division  of  the  ^Militia  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Archibald  Payne,  as  Colonel  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  the  Northern  Di- 
vision of  the  ^lilitia  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Hiram  J.  Strickler,  as  Adjutant  General  of  the  Kansas  Militia. 

Thomas  J.  B.  Cramer,  as  Inspector  General  of  tlie  Kansas  Militia. 

Same  day,  commissions  issued  to  the  following  ap})ointmeut5  of  county 
officers  made  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  in  joint  session : 

For  Doniplian  County  — To  Joel  P.  Blair  as  Probate  Judge,  and  A. 
Dunning  and  E.  V).  Rogers  as  County  Commissioners,  and  Carey  B.  White- 
head as  Sheriff. 

For  Atchison  County — To  James  Headley  as  Probate  Judge.  Wiiliam 
Young  and  James  M.  Givens  as  County  Commissioners,  and  Wm.  C.  Mc- 
Vay  as  Sheriff. 

For  Jefferson  County  —  O.  B.  B.  Tebbs  a^s  Probate  Judge;  NapoIct>n 
Hopewell  and  Samuel  C.  Hudson  as  County  Commissioners,  and  George 
Dyer  as  Sheriff. 
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For  Calhoun  County  —  To  James  Kuykendall  as  Probate  Judge,  R.  D. 
Beeler  and  William  Alley  as  County  Commissioners,  and  James  Wilson  m 
Sheriff. 

For  Leavenworth  County  —  To  John  A.  Halderman  as  Probate  Judge. 
J,  ]V[.  Hall  and  Matthew  Walker  as  County  Commissioners,  and  G.  D.  Todd 
as  Sheriff. 

For  Douglas  County  —  To  John  P.  Wood  as  Probate  Judge,  George  W. 
Johnson  and  John  M.  Banks  as  County  Commissionei-s,  and  Samuel  J. 
Jones  as  Sheriff. 

For  Johnson  County  —  To  A.  S.  Johnson  as  Probate  Judge,  John  T. 
Peery  and  Joseph  Parks  as  County  Commissioners,  and  Benjamin  F.  John- 
son as  Sheriff. 

For  Lykens  County  —  To  1.  Jacobs  as  Probate  Judge,  Henry  Snyder  and 
Jes.  Beets  as  County  Commissioners,  and  B.  P.  Campbell  as  Sheriff. 

For  Bourbon  County — To  Samuel  A.  AYilliams  as  Probate  Judge,  H.  L. 
[T.]  Wilson  and  Charles  Wingfield  as  County  Commissioners,  and  B.  F. 
Hill  as  Sheriff 

For  Allen  County  —  To  Charles  Passmore  as  Probate  Judge,  B.  Owen 
and  B.  W.  Cowden  as  County  Commissioners,  and  Wm.  J.  Godfrey  as  Sheriff. 

For  Anderson  County  —  To  George  Wilson  as  Probate  Judge,  W^m.  R. 
True  and  John  Clark  as  County  Commissioners,  and  P.  D.  Cummings  as 
Sheriff 

For  Franklin  County  —  To  J.  Yocum  as  Probate  Judge,  Wm.  McDow 
and  James  M.  Robinson  as  County  Commissioners,  and  Richard  Golding 
as  Sheriff. 

For  Shawnee  County  —  To  Wm.  O.  Yager  as  Probate  Judge,  and  E. 
Hoagland  and  W.  Yocum  as  County  Commissioners,  and  Geo.  W.  Berry  as 
Sheriff 

For  Nemaha  County  —  To  George  H.  Perrin  as  Probate  Judge,  Jesse 
Adamson  and  John  Ballore  as  County  Commissioners,  and  James  E. 
Thompson  as  Sheriff. 

For  Marshall  County  —  To  James  Doniphan  as  Probate  Judge,  A.  J. 
Woodward  and  S.  J.  Cramer  as  County  Commissioners,  and  A.  S.  Clark 
for  Sheriff 

For  Riley  County  —  To  Clay  Thompson  as  Probate  Judge,  Thos.  Rey- 
nolds, sen.,  and  AVm.  Cuddy  as  County  Commissioners,  and  John  S.  Price 
as  Sheriff. 

For  Madison  County  —  To  Thos.  Huffaker  as  Probate  Judge,  H.  B.  El- 
liot and  C.  H.  Withington  as  County  Commissioners,  and  John  B.  Fore- 
man as  Sheriff. 

Same  day,  Chas.  H.  Grover  was  commissioned  as  District  Attoi^ney  for 
the  First  Judicial  District,  H.  A.  Hutchinson  as  District  Attorney  for  the 
Second  Judicial  District,  and  John  T.  Brady  as  District  Attorney  for  the 
Third  Judicial  District. 
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August  10,1855. —  Wilson  Shannon,  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  is  commis- 
sioned Governor  of  the  Territory  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


record  of  oath. 

United  States  of  America,  ) 
Territory  of  KxInsas,  j 

I,  Daniel  Woodson,  Secretary  of  said  Territory  of  Kansas,  do  hereby 
certify  that  Wilson  Shannon  personally  appeared  before  me,  on  this  seventh 
day  of  September,  A.  D.  1855,  at  my  office  in  said  Territory,  and  was  by 
me  duly  sworn  according  to  law  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Governor  of  said 
Territory.  Given  under  my  hand,  this  seventh  day  of  September,  A.  D. 
1855.  Daniel  Woodson,  Sec'y  Kansas  Territory. 


September — ,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  Allen  P.  Tibbitts,  as  Pro- 
bate Judge  of  the  county  of  Arapahoe. 

Commission  issued  to  James  Stringfellow^  as  Clerk  of  the  Probate  Court 
of  the  county  of  AT*iapahbe.  ' 


September  6,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  John  Donalson,  as  Auditor 
of  Public  Accounts. 


September  17,  1855. —  Resignation  of  G.  W.  Berry,  as  Sheriff  of  Shaw- 
nee county,  received. 

September  21,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  William  A.  Heiskell,  as 
Clerk  of  the  Tribunal  for  the  Transaction  of  County  Business,  for  the 
county  of  Lykens. 

Commission  issued  to  A.  H.  McFadden,  as  Coroner  for  the  county  of  Ly- 
kens. 

Commissions  issued  to  Martin  White  and  William  Lebon,  as  Justices  of 
the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Lykens. 

Commissions  to  Barnett  Hall  and  Peter  J.  Potts,  as  Constables  of  the 
county  of  Lykens. 

September  21,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  Alexander  McPherson,  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Shannon  township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 


September  22,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  Thomas  L.  Fortune,  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Blount  Pleasant  township,  in  the  county  of  Atchi- 
son. 

Commission  issued  to  J.  C.  Mannion,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Shan- 
non township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 
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Commission  issued  to  William  D.  Barnett,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
Grasshopper  township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  Greenberry  B.  Gates,  as  Constable  for  Mount  Pleas- 
ant township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  Felix  Brown,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Mount 
Pleasant  township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  Ira  Norris,  sen.,  as  Treasurer  of  the  county  of  Atchi- 
son. 

Commission  issued  to  Dudley  McVay,  as  Coroner  of  the  county  of  Atchi- 
son. 

Commission  issued  to  Archibald  Elliott,  as  Justice  of  .  the  Peace  for 
Mount  Pleasant  township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  Eli  C.  Mason,  as  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Atchison, 
vice  William  C.  McVay,  resigned. 

Commission  issued  to  Jacob  Rees,  as  Constable  of  Grasshopper  township, 
in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  P.  P.  Wilcox,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Shannon 
township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  James  T.  Darnall,  as  Constable  for  Shannon  town- 
ship, in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  Samuel  Walters,  as  Assessor  for  the  county  of 
Atchison. 


September  22,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  Ira  Norris,  as  Clerk  of  the 
Board  of  County  Commissioners  for  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  J.  Farley,  as  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  County  Com- 
missioners for  the  county  of  Bourbon. 

Commission  issued  to  John  N.  Catrell,  as  Constable  for  the  county  of 
Bourbon. 

Commission  issued  to  Thomas  AVatkins,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
county  of  Bourbon. 

September  24,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  Christopher  E.  Huffiiker, 
as  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  for  Johnson  county. 


September  26,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  Richard  R.  Rees,  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  the  township  of  Leavenworth,  in  the  county  of  Leaven- 
worth. 

Commission  issued  to  H.  P.  Johnson,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  town- 
ship of  Leavenworth,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 

Commission  issued  to  Thomas  C.  Hughes,  as  Constable'  for  the  township 
of  Leavenworth,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 

Commission  issued  to  Leander  F.  HoUingsworth,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  township  of  Delaware,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 
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Commission  issued  to  Wilson  Fox,  as  Constable  for  the  township  of  Dela- 
ware, in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 


September  29,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  James  Christian,  as  Clerk 
of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  for  the  county  of  Douglas. 

October  4,'  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  James  H.  Whitehead,  as  Clerk 
of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  for  the  county  of  Doniphan. 

Commission  issued  to  James  F.  Foreman,  as  County  Surveyor  for  Doni- 
phan county. 

Commission  issued  to  Henry  Thompson,  as  Coroner  for  the  county  of 
Doniphan. 

Commissions  issugd  to  A.  Q.  Rice  and  Milford  Gillmore,  as  Justices  of 
the  Peace  for  Wolf  River  township,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan. 

Commission  issued  to  Jesse  Lew^is,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  town- 
ship of  Iowa,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan. 

Commission  issued  to  James  Pateet,  as  Constable  for  the  township  of 
Iowa,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan. 

Commissions  issued  to  Thomas  W.  Watei'son  and  Labon  Pritchard,  as 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  Burr  Oak  township,  in  the  county  of  Leaven- 
worth. [Doniphan.] 

Commissions  issued  to  Albert  Head  and  F.  Mahan,  as  Justices  of  the 
Peace  for  Washington  township,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan. 

Commission  issued  to  Hamilton  J.Johnson,  as  Constable  for  Washington 
township,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan. 

Commission  issued  to  John  A.  Vanarsdale  and  William  Shaw,  as  Justices 
of  the  Peace  for  Wayne  township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison.  [Doniphan.] 

Commission  issued  to  Joshua  Saunders,  as  Constable  for  Wayne  town- 
ship, in  the  county  of  Doniphan. 

Commission  issued  to  S.  W.  Tunnel,  as  Constable  for  the  township  of 
Kickapoo,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 


OcTOBE'R  4,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  Cyrus  Doleman,  as  Clerk  of 
the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  for  the  county  of  Nemaha. 

Commission  issued  to  Oliver  P.  Williams,  as  Treasurer  for  the  county  of 
Nemaha. 

Commission  issued  to  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  as  Coroner  for  the  county  of 
Nemaha. 

Commission  i.ssued  to  Horace  Newton,  as  Constable  for  the  county  of 
Nemaha. 


October  5,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  John  D.  Wells,  as  County 
Commi.ssioner  for  the  county  of  Marshall,  vice  A.  G.  Woodward,  resigned. 
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October  8,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  James  Corlew,  as  Constable 
for  Franklin  township,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  Charles  C  Spalding,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
Ijccompton  township,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  Hugh  Cameron,  as  Treasurer  of  the  county  of 
Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  Peter  Crockett,  as  Coroner  for  the  county  of  Doug- 
las. ■ 

Commission  issued  to  G.  B.  Redman,  as  »Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
township  of  Delaware,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 

Commission  issued  to  Alexander  Russell,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
township  of  Leavenworth,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 

Commission  issued  to  Ethan  A.  Long,  as  Constable  for  the  township  of 
Wyandott,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 

Commission  issued  to  John  W.  Ladd,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
township  of  Wyandott,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 

October  8,  .1855. —  Commission  issued  to  William  L.  Kuykendall,  as- 
Clerk  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  for  the  cojjnty  of  Calhoun. 

October  10,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  John  Martin,  as  Clerk  of  the 
Board  of  County  Commissioners  for  the  county  of  Shawnee. 

Commission  issued  to  Duke  W.  Hunter,  as  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  for  the  county  of  Shawnee. 

Commission  issued  to  John  Horner,  as  Sherift'of  the  county  of  Shawnee, 
vice  George  W.  Berry,  resigned. 

Commissions  issued  to  John  AV.  Kavanaugh  and  George  W.  Redman,  as 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Shawnee. 

Commission  issued  to  Isaac  N.  Campbell,  as  Constable  of  the  county  of 
Shawnee. 

October  15,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  C.  R.  ' Mobley,  for  County 
Commissioner  of  Riley  county,  vice  AVm.  Cuddy,  resigned. 

Commission  issued  to  John  S.  Reynolds,  as  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners  for  the  county  of  Riley. 

Commission  issued  to  F.  C.  Sonnamaker,  as  Coroner  for  the  county  of 
Riley. 

Commission  issued  to  Thomas  Dixon,  as  Constable  of  the  county  of  Riley. 
Commission  issued  to  James  Dixon,  L.  B.  Penny,  and  A.  A.  Garrott,  as 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Riley. 


October  19,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  John  A.  Halderman,  as  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Fourth  Regiment,  Second  Brigade,  xSorthern  Division  of 
Kansas  ^Militia. 
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October  20,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  Thomas  J.  B.  Cramer,  as  Ter- 
ritorial Treasurer. 

October  30,  1855. —  The  returns  of  the  judges  of  the  election  held  on 
the  first  Monday  of  October,  in  pursuance  of  law,  for  a  Delegate  to  the 
Thirty-fourth  Congress,  being  duly  examined,  and  John  W.  Whitfield, 
having  received  a  majority  of  the  legal  votes  polled,  is  declared  by  the 
Governor  to  'be  duly  elected,  and  a  certificate  of  election  by  the  Governor, 
under  the  seal  of  the  Territory,  is  accordingly  issued  to  the  said  John  W. 
Whitfield. 


November  9,  1855. —  Commissions  issued  to  AViley  Patterson,  Cowan 
Mitchell,  Henry  Miller,  and  D.  Guthrey,  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 
county  of  Bourbon. 

Commissions  issued  to  James  B.  Russell,  Nelson  L.  Loyd,  and  John  Hal- 
iday,  as  Constables  for  the  county  of  Riley. 

Commission  issued  to  H.  R.  Kelsoe,  as  Coroner  for  the  county  of  Bourbon. 

Commission  issued  to  Edward  Searcy,  as  Treasurer  for  the  county  of  Don- 
iphan. 

Commissions  issued  to  John  C.  Boggs  and  W.  C.  Fasten,  as  Justices  of 
the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Brown. 

Commission  issued  to  William  Plunket,  as  Constable  for  the  county  of 
Brown. 

Commission  issued  to  Wiley  Williams,  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Kick- 
apoo  township,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 

Commission  issued  to  M.  Pierce  Riveley,  as  Treasurer  for  the  county  of 
Leavenworth. 


November  10,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  H.  W.  Buckley,  as  Consta- 
ble for  Louisiana  township,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 


November  22,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  James  P.  Sanders,  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  Washington  township,  in  the  county  of  Washington. 


November  24,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  Samuel  Crane,  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  Franklin  township,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  Hugh  Cameron,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
township  of  Lawrence,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  Franklin  M.  Coleman,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
Louisiana  township,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  Joshua  N.  Hargus,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
Louisiana  township,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  Samuel  Clark,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Wash- 
ington township,  in  Douglas  county. 
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Commission  issued  to  Joseph  W.  Shepard,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
Lecom])ton  township,  in  Douglas  county. 

Commissions  issued  to  Perry  Fleshnian  and  Samuel  J.  Lockhart,  as  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  for  the  township  of  Douglas,  in  the  county  of  Callioun. 

Commission  issued  to  Rolla  J.  Fulton,  as  Constable  for  the  township  of 
Douglas,  in  the  county  of  Calhoun. 

Commission  issued  to  George  S.  Young,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
township  of  Half-Day,  in  the  county  of  Calhoun. 


November  26,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  George  Ringo,  as  Constable 
of  Shannon  township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison,  vice  James  T.  Darnell,  de- 
clined. 

Commission  issued  to  William  Reynolds,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
township  of  Alexandria,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 

Commission  issued  to  Thomas  J.  Carson,  as  Constable  for  xA.lexandria 
township,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 

Commission  issued  to  William  P.  Tuttle,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Shaw- 
nee county,  vice  John       Kavenaugh,  resigned." 


November  27,  1855. — The  Governor  received  special  dispatches  from 
the  sheriff  of  Douglas  county,  stating  that  there  w^as  a  large  force  of  armed 
outlaws  in  that  county  in  open  resistance  to  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  and 
calling  for  a  posse  of  three  thousand  men  to  enable  him  to  execute  pro- 
cesses then  in  his  hands.  Whereupon  the  Governor  issues  the  following 
orders  to  Major  General  William  P.  Richardson,  of  the  Northern  Division 
of  Kansas  Militia,  and  Adjutant  General  H.  J.  Strickler: 

Headquaetees,  Shawnee  Mission.  ) 
Kansas  Teeeitoey,  November  27th,  1855.  ) 
Sie:  Reliable  information  has  reached  me  that  an  armed  military  force  is  now  in 
Lawrence  and  that  vicinity,  in  open  rebellion  against  the  laws  of  this  Territory,  and 
that  they  have  determined  that  no  process  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  of  that  conuty 
shall  be  executed.  I  have  received  a  letter  from  S.  J.  Jones,  sheriff  of  Douglas 
county,  informing  me  that  he  had  arrested  a  man  under  a  warrant  placed  in  his 
hands,  and  while  conveying  him  to  Lecompton  he  was  met  by  an  armed  force  of 
some  forty  men,  and  that  the  prisoner  was  taken  out  of  his  custody,  and  open  defi- 
ance bid  to  the  laws.  I  am  also  duly  advised  that  an  armed  band  of  men  burnt  a 
number  of  houses,  destroyed  personal  property,  and  turned  whole  families  out  of 
doors  in  Douglas  county;  warrants  will  be  issued  against  these  men,  and  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  sheriff  of  Douglas  county  for  execution.  He  has  written  to  me  de- 
manding three  thousand  men  to  aid  him  in  executing  the  process  of  the  law,  and  the 
preservation  of  the  peace. 

You  are,  therefore,  hereby  ordered  to  collect  together  as  large  a  force  as  you  can 
in  your  division,  and  repair  without  delay  to  Lecompton,  and  report  yourself  to 
S.  J.  Jones,  the  sheriff  of  Douglas  county,  together  with  the  number  of  your  forces, 
and  render  to  him  all  the  aid  and  assistance  in  your  power,  if  required  in  the  execu- 
tion of  any  legal  process  in  his  hands.    The  forces  under  your  command  are  to  be 
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used  for  the  sole  purpose  of  aiding  the  sheriff  in  executing  the  law.  and  for  no  other 
purpose.    I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant. 

Major  General  Wm.  P.  Richardson.  Wilson  Shannon. 

Headquakters,  Shawnee  Mission,  [ 
Kansas  Tereitory.  November  27th,  1855.  N 

Sir:  I  am  this  moment  advised  by  letters  from  S.  J.  Jones,  sheriff  of  Douglas 
county,  that  while  carrying  a  prisoner  to  Lecompton,  whom  he  had  arrested  by  vir- 
tue of  a  peace  warrant,  he  was  met  by  a  band  of  armed  men,  who  took  said  prisoner 
forcibly  out  of  his  possession,  and  bid  defiance  to  the  execution  of  all  law  in  this 
Territory.  He  has  demanded  of  me  three  thousand  men  to  aid  him  in  the  execution 
of  the  legal  process  in  his  hands.  As  the  Southern  Division  of  the  militia  of  this 
Territory  is  not  organized,  I  can  only  request  you  to  collect  together  as  large  a  force 
as  you  can.  and  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable  report  yourself  with  the  forces  you 
may  raise  to  S.  J.  Jones,  sheriff  of  Douglas  county,  and  to  give  him  every  assist- 
ance in  your  power,  in  the  execution  of  the  legal  process  in  his  hands.  Whatever 
forces  you  may  bring  to  his  aid  are  to  be  used  for  the  sole  purpose  of  aiding  the 
sheriff  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  no  other.  It  is  expected  that  every  good  cit- 
izen will  aid  and  assist  the  lawful  authorities  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, and  the  preservation  of  good  order.    Your  obedient  servant, 

General  H.  J.  Strickler.  Wilson  Shannon. 


NovE^iBER  28,  1855. — The  Governor  writes  the  following  letter  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 

Executive  Office.  Shawnee'  ]Mission,  / 
Kansas  Territory,  November  28th,  1855.  ) 
Sir  :  Affairs  in  this  Territory  are  daily  assuming  a  shape  of  great  danger  to  the 
peace  and  good  order  of  society.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  there  exists  in  this  Terri- 
tory a  secret  military  organization,  which  has  for  its  object,  among  other  things,  re- 
sistance to  the  laws  by  force.  Until  within  a  few  days  past  I  have  looked  upon  the 
threats  of  leading  men  and  public  papei-s.  who  have  placed  themselves  in  an  attitude 
of  resistance  to  the  laws,  as  not  intended  by  those  who  made  them  to  be  carried  into 
execution.  I  am  now  satisfied  of  the  existence  of  this  secret  military  organization,  and 
that  those  engaged  in  it  have  been  secretly  supplied  with  arms  and  munitions  of 
war,  and  that  it  is  the  object  and  purpose  of  this  organization  to  resist  the  laws  by 
force.  The  strength  of  the  organization  is  variously  estimated  at  from  one  to  two 
thousand,  but  I  have  no  satisfactory  data  from  which  to  estimate  its  real  strength, 
and  I  do  not  believe  they  can  command  for  any  given  purpose  more  than  one  thou- 
sand men.  They  are  said  to  be  well  supplied  with  Sharp's  rifles  and  revolvers,  and 
that  they  are  bound  by  an  oath  to  assist  each  other  in  the  resistance  of  the  laws 
when  called  upon  to  do  so.  Independently  of  the  disclosures  made  by  those  who 
formerly  belonged  to  this  association  and  the  hints  thrown  out  by  some  of  the  pub- 
lic journals  in  their  interest,  the  most  practical  proof  of  these  allegations  consists 
in  their  own  acts.  A  few  days  since  a  ditficulty  took  place  in  Douglas  county,  some 
ten  miles  south  of  Lawrence,  between  one  of  these  men  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Cole- 
man, from  Virginia,  in  relation  to  a  claim,  in  which  the  former  was  shot,  and  died  im- 
mediately. C(.»leTnan  was  taken  into  custody  for  trial  by  the  sheriff  of  that  county,  and 
to  avoid  all  ground  of  objection  as  tt)  legal  authority,  Judge  Lecompte  was  written  to, 
and  requested  to  attend  at  the  county  seat  (it  being  in  his  judicial  district)  and  sit 
as  an  examining  court.  In  the  mean  time,  a  large  body  of  armed  men.  said  to  be 
from  three  to  four  hundred,  collected  at  or  near  Lawrence  for  the  avowed  purpose 
of  rescuing  Coleman  from  tiie  sheriff  and  executing  him  without  a  trial.  Coleman 
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claims  that  he  shot  the  man  strictly  in  self-defense,  and  is  willing  to  abide  a  judicial 
investij^ation  and  trial. 

On  Monday  last  a  warrant  was  issued  against  one  of  this  band  of  men  for  threat- 
ening the  life  of  one  of  his  neighbors,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  of  the 
county  for  execution,  who  with  a  posse  of  some  ten  men  arrested  him  on  Tuesday 
night,  and  as  he  was  conveying  the  prisoner  to  Lecompton  he  was  met  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning  by  a  band  of  these  men,  consisting  of  between  forty  andtifty. 
all  armed  with  Sharp's  rifles  and  revolvers,  who  forcibly  rescued  the  prisoner  out 
of  his  hands,  and -openly  proclaimed  that  there  were  no  officers  or  law  in  this  Terri- 
tory. In  the  settlement  in  which  these  transactions  took  place  there  were  from  six- 
teen to  twenty  law-and-order  families,  and  about  one  hundred  free-soil  families.  At 
the  last  advices  three  of  the  houses  of  the  former  had  been  burned  down  by  this  armed 
band,  cattle  had  been  killed,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  corn  and  other  personal 
property  destroyed,  and  the  whole  law-and-order  population  of  that  neighborhood, 
induced  by  terror,  had  fled,  except  two  families,  whose  lives  were  threatened.  Help- 
less women  and  children  have  been  forced  by  fear  and  threats  to  flee  from  their 
homes  and  seek  shelter  and  protection  in  the  State  of  Missouri.  Measures  were  be- 
ing taken  by  the  legal  authorities  to  procure  warrants  against  these  lawless  men.  and 
have  them  arrested  and  legally  tried. 

Under  these  circumstance,  the  sheriff  of  the  county  has  called  on  me  for  three 
thousand  men  to  aid  him  in  the  execution  of  the  warrants  in  his  hands,  and  to  pro- 
tect him  and  his  prisoner  from  the  violence  of  this  armed  force.  The  force  required 
by  the  sheriff  is  far  beyond  what  I  believe  to  be  necessary,  and.  indeed,  far  beyond  what 
could  be  raised  in  this  Territory.  From  five  to  eight  hundred  men  will  be  amply 
sufficient,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  protect  the  sheriff,  and  enable  him  to  execute  the  legal 
process  in  his  hands.  With  the  view  of  giving  to  the  sheriff  the  requisite  aid.  I 
have  issued  orders  to  Major  General  Richardson,  of  the  Northern  Division  of  Militia 
of  this  Territory,  a  prudent  and  discreet  man,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  you  herewith. 
I  also  send  you  a  copy  of  a  request  I  have  made  of  General  Strickler,  who  resides  in 
the  adjoining  county  to  Douglas.  These  are  the  only  orders  I  have  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  issue,  by  means  of  which  I  believe  a  sufficient  force  will  be  raised  to  protect 
the  sheriff  and  enable  him  to  execute  the  legal  process  in  his  hands. 

The  time  has  come  when  this  armed  band  of  men,  who  are  seeking  to  subvert  and 
render  powerless  the  existing  government,  have  to  be  met  and  the  laws  enforced 
against  them,  or  submit  to  their  lawless  dominion.  If  the  lives  and  property  of 
unoffending  citizens  of  the  Territory  cannot  be  protected  by  law,  there  is  an  end  to 
practical  government,  and  it  becomes  a  useless  formality. 

The  excitei]fient  along  the  borders  of  Missouri  is  running  wild,  and  nothing  but 
the  enforcement  of  the  laws  against  these  men  will  allay  it.  Since  the  disclosure  of 
the  existence  and  purposes  of  this  secret  military  organization  in  this  Territory, 
there  has  been  much  excitement  along  the  . borders  of  Missouri,  but  it  has  been  held 
in  check  heretofore  by  assurances  that  the  laws  of  the  Territory  would  be  enforced, 
and  that  protection  would  be  given  to  the  citizens  against  all  unlawful  acts  of  this 
association.  This  feeling  and  intense  excitement  can  still  be  held  in  subordination 
if  the  law^s  are  faithfully  executed;  otherwise  there  is  no  power  here  that  can  control 
this  border  excitement,  and  civil  war  is  inevitable.  This  military  organization  is 
looked  upon  as  hostile  to  all  Southern  men,  or  rather  to  the  law-and-order  party  of 
the  Territory,  many  of  whom  hiive  relations  and  friends,  and  all  have  sympathizers, 
in  Missouri;  and  the  moment  it  is  believed  the  laws  will  not  furnish  adequate  protec- 
tion to  this  class  of  citizens  against  the  lawless  acts  of  this  armed  association,  a  force 
will  be  precipitated  across  the  line  to  redress  real  and  supposed  wrongs,  inflicted  on 
friends,  that  cannot  be  controlled,  or,  for  the  moment,  resisted.    It  is  in  vain  to  con- 


102 


STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


ceal  the  fact:  we  are  standing  on  a  volcano;  the  npheavings  and  agitations  beneath, 
we  feel,  and  no  one  can  tell  the  hour  when  an  eruption  may  take  place.  Under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  the  importance  of  sustaining  the  sheriff  of  Douglas  county, 
and  enabling  him  to  execute  his  process,  independent  of  other  considerations  con- 
nected with  the  peace  and  good  order  of  society,  will  strike  you  at  once;  and  to  do 
this  by  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the  citizens  of  this  Territory,  is  the  great  object 
to  be  accomplished,  to  avoid  the  dreadful  evils  of  civil  war.  I  believe  this  can  be 
done.  In  this,  however,  I  may  be  mistaken.  No  efforts  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part 
to  preserve  good  order  in  the  Territory,  and  I  will  keep  you  constantly  advised,  of 
the  progress  and  state  of  things  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant. 
His  Excellency  Franklin  Pierce.  "Wilson  SHAN*^rox. 


November  28,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  James  H.  Murrill,  as  Con- 
stable for  the  township  of  Washington,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan,  vice 
 Johnson,  resigned. 

November  29,  1855. — The  Governor  issued  the  following  proclamation 
to  the  citizens  of  the  Territory : 

PEOCI^AMATION. 

By  the  Governor  of  Kansas  Territonj. 

Whereas,  reliable  information  has  been  received  that  a  numerous  associatio-n  of 
lawless  men,  armed  with  deadly  weapons,  and  supplied  with  all  the  implements  of 
war,  combined  and  confederated  together  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  opposing  by 
force  and  violence  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  this  Territory,  did.  at  the  county  of 
Douglas,  on  or  about  the  2(>th  of  this  month,  make  a  violent  assault  on  the  sherifT  of 
said  county  with  deadly  weapons,  and  did  overcome  said  officer,  and  did  rescue  from 
his  custody  by  force  and  violence,  a  person  arrested  by  virtue  of  a  peace  warrant, 
and  then  and  there  a  prisoner  holden  by  the  said  sheriff,  and  other  scandalous  out- 
rages did  commit  in  violation  of  law; 

And  whereas,  also,  information  has  been  received  that  this  confederated  band  of 
lawless  men  did,  about  the  same  time,  set  fire  to  and  burn  down  a  number  of  houses 
of  peaceable  and  unoffending  citizens,  and  did  destroy  a  considerable  amount  of 
personal  property,  and  have  repeatedly  proclaimed  that  they  would  regard  no  law 
of  this  Territory,  resist  by  force  of  arms  all  officers  and  those  aiding  and  assisting 
them  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  or  any  process  issued  in  pursuance  thereof: 

And  whereas,  also,  I  have  received  satisfactory  information  that  this  armed  or- 
ganization of  lawless  men  have  proclaimed  their  determination  to  attack  the  said 
sheriff  of  Douglas  county,  and  rescue  from  his  custody  a  prisoner,  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  executing  him  without  a  judicial  trial,  and  at  the  same  time  threatened 
the  life  of  the  said  sheriff  and  the  citizens: 

Now,  therefore,  to  the  end  that  tlie  authority  of  the  laws  may  be  maintained  and 
those  concerned  in  violating  them  brought  to  immediate  and  condign  punishment, 
and  that  the  sheriff'  of  Douglas  county  may  be  protected  from  lawless  violence  in 
the  execution  of  the  lawful  warrants  and  other  process  in  his  hands.  I.  Wilson  Shan- 
non, Governor  of  said  Territory,  have  issued  this,  my  proclamation,  calling  on  all 
well-disposed  citizens  of  this  Territory  to  rally  to  the  support  of  the  laws  of  their 
country,  and  requiring  and  commanding  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  and  all  other 
citizens  of  this  Territory,  who  shall  bo  found  within  the  vicinity  of  these  outrages, 
to  be  aiding  and  assisting  by  all  means  in  their  power  in  quelling  this  armed  organ- 
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ization,  and  assisting  the  said  sheriff  and  his  deputies  in  recapturing  the  above- 
named  prisoner,  and  aiding  and  assisting  him  in  the  execution  of  all  legal  processes 
in  his  hands. 

And  I  do  further  command  that  the  District  Attorney  for  the  district  in  which 
these  outrages  took  place,  and  all  other  persons  concerned  in  the  administration 
and  execution  of  the  laws,  cause  the  above  offenders,  and  all  such  as  aided  or  assisted 
them,  to  be  immediately  arrested  and  proceeded  with  according  to  law. 
J-  ^  g  -J    Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  Territory,  this  29th  day  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five. 
By  the  Governor:  Wilson  Shannon. 

Danl.  Woodson,  Secretary. 


December  2,  1855. —  The  Governor  sends  the  following  dispatches  to 
Sherifi' Jones  and  Major  General  Kichardson: 

Executive  Ofeice,  Shawnee  Mission,  ) 
Kansas  Teeeitobt,  December  2,  1855.  \ 
I  have  received  a  reply  to  my  dispatch  to  Col.  Sumner,  informing  me  that  he  will 
be  ready  at  a  moment's  warning  to  move  with  his  whole  force,  if  desired,  as  soon  as 
orders  are  received  from  Washington.  My  telegraphic  dispatch  to  the  President 
has  been  sent  through  before  this  time,  and  I  will  receive  in  a  short  time,  I  have  no 
doubt,  the  authority  desired  to  call  on  the  United  States  troops.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, you  will  wait  until  I  can  get  the  desired  orders  from  Washington  before 
attempting  to  execute  your  writs.  This  will  prevent  any  effusion  of  blood,  and  will 
have  a  moral  influence  which  will  prevent  hereafter  any  resistance  to  the  laws.  When 
these  lawless  men  find  that  the  forces  of  the  United  States  can  be  used  to  preserve 
order,  they  will  not  be  so  ready  to  put  themselves  in  opposition,  and,  if  necessary, 
steps  will  be  taken  to  station  an  adequate  force  in  that  region  to  protect  the  people 
against  lawless  violence,  and  to  insure  the  execution  of  the  laws.  You  will  retain  a 
force  adequate  to  protect  you  from  violence,  and  to  guard  your  prisoner.  Any  force 
beyond  this  had  better  remain  at  a  distance  until  it  shall  be  ascertained  whether  their 
aid  will  or  will  not  be  needed.  The  known  deficiency  in  the  arms  and  all  the  accou- 
trements of  war,  which  necessarily  must  characterize  the  law-abiding  citizens  that 
have  rushed  to  your  assistance  in  the  maintenance  of  law,  will  invite  resistance  on 
the  other  side,  who  are  well  armed,  and  it  is  wrong  to  j)lace  these  men  in  a  position 
where  their  lives  may  be  endangered,  when  we  will,  in  all  probability,  have  an  am- 
ple force  from  the  Fort  in  a  few  days. 

Show  this  letter  to  Major  General  Richardson  and  General  Eastin,  who,  I  am 
advised,  have  gone  to  your  aid.  They  go  to  Lecompton,  but  will  join  you  wherever 
you  are.  Their  forces  are  small,  and  may  be  required  for  your  protection  until  ad- 
vices are  received  from  Washington. 

I  send  you  a  letter  toGen'l  Kichardson,  which  you  will  please  place  in  his  hands  at 
as  early  a  day  as  practicable.  I  refer  him  to  this  letter  to  you  for  my  views.  You 
will  let  him  see  it. 

Let  me  know  the  number  of  warrants  you  have,  and  the  names  of  defendants.  I 
will  probably  accompany  Col.  Sumner's  command.    Yours,  &c., 

Mr.  Jones,  Sheriff.  Wilson  Shannon. 

Executive  Office.  Shawnee  Mission,  \ 
Kansas  Territoky,  December  2,  1855.  S 
My  Deae  Sik:  I  have  written  a  letter  to  Sheriff  Jones,  putting  him  in  possession 
of  what  I  have  done,  and  the  expectations  I  have  of  getting  from  Washington,  au- 
thority forthwith  to  call  on  the  United  States  forces  at  the  Fort,    I  have  sent  a  dis- 
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patch  to  Col.  Sumner,  and  received  a  reply  that  he  will  be  ready  at  any  moment  to 
move  with  the  whole  force  as  soon  as  orders  are  received  from  "Washington.  These 
orders  are  confidently  expected  in  a  day  or  two.  I  am  desirous  to  use  the  United 
States  forces,  as  it  will  have  a  salutary  influence  on  these  lawless  men  hereafter. 
When  they  find  that  the  United  States  forces  can  be  used  to  preserve  the  peace  and 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  they  will  not  be  so  ready  to  put  themselves  in  a 
hostile  attitude.  In  the  meantime  you  will  remain  with  Jones,  the  sheriff,  with  an 
adequate  force  for  his  protection,  and  the  security  of  his  prisoner.  The  other  forces 
under  your  command  will  remain  at  a  distance,  and  ready  when  called  on  to  act. 
You  will  be  careful  in  preserving  order  and  restraining  all  illegal  acts.  Let  every- 
thing that  is  done  be  for  the  preservation  of  law  and  order  and  the  protection  of  the 
sheriff,  and  to  enable  him  to  serve  the  legal  process  in  his  hands.  When  these  ob- 
jects are  accomplished,  your  command  will  retire. 

I  shall  accompany  Col.  Sumner  with  tlie  United  States  forces. 

Yours  with  very  great  respect. 

Major  General  Richardson.  Wilson  Shannon. 


December  4,  1855. —  The  Governor  sends  a  letter  to  Col.  E.  V.  Sumner, 
at  Fort  Leavenworth,  with  the  telegraphic  dispatch  from  the  President. 


December  5,  1855. — The  Governor  receives  the  following  letter  in  reply 
to  his  letter  of  yesterday  to  Col.  Sumner  : 

Headquaktees  Fiest  Cavalby,  ) 
FoET  Leavenworth,  December  5,  ISoo — 10  o'clock  a.  m.  j 
GovEENOB  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  with  the  telegraphic  dis- 
patch of  the  President.    I  will  march  with  my  regiment  in  a  few  hours,  and  will  meet 
you  at  the  Delaware  crossing  of  the  Kansas  this  evening. 

With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
His  Excellency  Wilson  Shannon.  E.  V.  Sumnee,  Col.  Id  Cavalry. 


December  6,  1855. —  The  Governor  receives  the  following  letter  from 
Col.  Sumner: 

Headquaktees  Fiest  Cavalei",  ) 
FoET  Leavenwoeth,  December  5,  1855. 1 
Goveenoe:  On  more  mature  reflection  I  think  it  will  not  be  proper  to  move  before 
I  receive  the  orders  of  the  Government.    I  shall  be  all  ready  whenever  I  get  them. 

This  decision  will  not  delay  our  reaching  the  scene  of  difiiculty,  for  I  can  move 
from  this  place  to  Lawrence  as  quickly,  (or  nearly  so.)  as  I  could  from  the  Delaware 
crossing,  and  we  could  not.  of  course,  go  beyond  that  place  without  definite  orders. 

With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  V.  Sumnee,  Col.  1st  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

His  Excellency  Wilson  Shannon. 


December  6,  ISoo. —  The  Governor  sends  the  following  special  dispatch 
to  Col.  Sumner: 

Wakaeusa,  December  6,  1855. 
I  send  you  this  special  dispatch  to  ask  you  to  come  to  Lawrence  as  soon  as  you 
possibly  can.    My  object  is  to  rescue  the  citizens  of  that  place,  as  well  as  all  othfr~, 
from  a  conflict  of  arms,  which,  if  once  commenced,  there  is  no  telling  when  it  will 
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end.  I  doubt  not  you  have  received  orders  from  Washington,  but  if  you  have  not, 
the  absolute  pressure  of  this  crisis  is  such  as  to  justify  you  with  the  President  and 
the  world  in  moving  with  your  forces  to  the  scene  of  difficulty.  It  is  hard  to  restrain 
the  men  here;  they  are  beyond  my  power  of  restraint,  or  at  least  soon  may  be.  tu 
prevent  them  from  making  an  attack  on  Lawrence,  which,  if  once  made^  there  is  no 
telling  when  it  will  end.  The  presence  of  a  portion  of  the  United  States  troops  in 
Lawrence  will  prevent  an  attack,  save  bloodshed,  and  enable  me  to  get  matters  ar- 
ranged in  a  satisfactory  way,  and  at  the  same  time  secure  the  execution  of  the  law. 
It  is  peace,  not  war,  'that  we  want,  and  you  have  the  power  to  secure  peace.  Time  is 
precious;  fear  not  but  you  will  be  sustained. 

With  great  respect,  Wilson  Shannon. 

Col.  Sumner. 


Dece^iber  4,  1855. — The  Governor  receives  the  following  letters  from 
Major  General  Eichardson  and  George  W.  Clarke,  Esq. : 

Lecompton,  Kansas  Teeeitoey,  ) 
December  3, 1855 — 12  o'clock  p.  m.  ) 
Deab  Ste:  I  believe  it  to  be  essential  to  the  peace  and  tranquility  of  the  Territory 
that  the  outlaws  at  Lawrence  and  elsewhere  be  required  to  surrender  their  Sharp's 
rifles.  There  can  be  no  security  for  the  future  safety  of  the  lives  and  property  of 
law-abiding  citizens  until  these  lawless  men  are  at  least  deprived  of  their  Sharp's 
rifles,  which  we  know  have  been  furnished  them  for  the  purpose  of  resisting  the  laws. 
In  fact,  law-abiding  cftizens  will  be  compelled  to  leave  the  Territory  unless  the  out- 
laws are  made  to  surrender  their  Sharp's  riiies  and  artillery,  if  they  have  any.  I 
do  not.  however,  feel  authorized  from  your  instructions  to  me  to  make  this  demand. 
Should  you  concur  with  me  in  opinion,  please  let  me  know  by  express  at  once.  A 
new  express  had  better  be  sent  in  lieu  of  the  bearer  of  this,  as  he  will  be  fatigued. 
I  am  diligently  using  every  necessary  precaution  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood 
and  preserve  the  peace  of  the  Territory.  As  the  Sharp's  rifles  may  be  regarded  as 
private  property  by  some,  I  can  give  a  receipt  for  them,  stating  that  they  will  be 
returned  to  the  owners  at  the  discretion  of  the;  Governor. 

Very  respectfully ,-your  obedient  servant,  Wm.  P.  Richaedson, 

Major  General  in  Command. 

His  Excellency  Gov.  AYilson  Shannon. 

Camp  Clakke,  Dec.  3,  1855. 
Deae  Sie:  I  hasten  to  write  you  by  our  express  which  is  now  on  its  way  ( 12  o'clock 
at  night ).  My  house  is  a  fortification.  I  am  compelled  to  keep  a  guard  with  senti- 
nels, all  night.  Unless  the  violators  of  the  law  are  disarmed,  the  country  is  ruined. 
Should  the  troops  withdraw  without  this  beisiig  done,  a  partisan  war  will  continue, 
murders,  house-burnings,  and  all  the  outrages  incident  to  civil  war  will  follow,  and  we 
( the  law-abiding  men)  will  have  to  withdraw  from  tlie  Territory,  to  our  great  pecu- 
niary distress.  The  outlaws  have  marked  ocar  men;  they  keep  their  movements 
secret,  and  we  know  not  who  is  the  first  to  be  £it tacked,  or  when  it  will  be  made.  We 
have  learned  from  ample  authority  that  more  than  one  hundred  Sharp's  rifles  are 
distributed  in  this  immediate  neighborhood.  My  next-door  neighbors  have  them  in 
possession,  and  only  two  days  ago  ten  armed  men  surrounded  a  member  of  my  fam- 
ily, with  threatening  language,  and  ended  the  interview  with  a  threat  to  dispose  of 
myself.  We,  the  law-abiding  men,  appeal  to  rou.  and  insist  that  nothing  less  thaii 
the  surrender  of  the  arms  now  held  by  the  traitors  can  satisfy  Lhe  country.  They 
are  in  open  rebellitm.  They  have  these  arms  for  the  special  purpose  of.  resisting: 
the  laws  and  revenging  supposed  injuries.  With  these  arms  in  hand  they  have  forci- 
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bly  rescued  prisoners  from  the  hands  of  officers;  they  threaten  to  rescue  others; 
they  are  protecting  men  who  have  broken  custody,  and  in  every  sense  they  are  trai- 
tors and  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  traitors. 

In  haste,  your  friend  and  obt.  svt.. 

Got.  TTilson  Shannon,  Shawnee  Mission.  George  W.  Claeke. 

N.  B. —  I  commend  my  family  to  your  protection. 


December  5, 1855. —  The  Governor  receives  the  following  dispatch  from 
Gen.  Strickler : 

Camp  Wakaeusa,  December  4,  1S55. 

Sie:  Inclosed  is  a  dispatch  from  Gen.  Richardson;  and  accompanied,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  I  was  in  Lawrence  yesterday,  and  found  two  hundred  and 
fifty  men  under  arms,  and  about  six  hundred  men  in  the  town  willing  to  bear  arms 
against  the  officers.  In  CampWakarusa  there  are  now  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
men  under  my  command.  Very  respectfully, 

Gov.  Shannon.  H.  J.  Steickx,ee,  Com.  S.  Division, 


December  8, 1855. — The  Governor  issued  the  following  orders  to  Major 
General  Richardson,  Gen.  Strickler,  and  Sheriff  Jones : 

Wakaeusa,  December  8,  1S55. 
Sie:  You  will  repress  all  demonstrations  of  a  disorderly  character,  and  make  no 
movement  except  from  me.    If  any  attempt  should  be  made  on  Lawrence  without 
orders,  you  will  use  your  whole  force  to  check  it.    In  the  present  state  of  negotia- 
tions an  attack  on  Lawrence  would  be  wholly  unjustifiable. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Maj.  Gen'l  Richardson.  Wilson  Shaxnox. 

Camp  Wakaeusa,  December  8.  1S55. 
Sie:  Being  fully  satisfied  that  there  will  be  no  further  resistance  to  the  execution 
of  the  laws  of  this  Territory,  or  to  the  service  of  any  legal  process  in  the  county  of 
Douglas,  you  are  hereby  ordered  to  cross  the  Kansas  river  to  the  north  side,  as  near 
Lecompton  as  you  may  find  it  practicable,  with  your  command,  and  disband  the  same 
at  such  time  and  place  and  in  such  portions  as  you  may  deem  most  convenient. 

Yours  with  great  respect, 
Maj.  Gen'l  Richardson.  Wilson  Shannon. 

Kansas  Teeeitoey,  Camp  Wakaeusa,  December  8,  1S55. 

Sie:  Being  fully  satisfied  there  will  be  no  further  resistance  to  the  execution  of 
the  laws  of  the  Territory,  or  to  the  service  of  any  legal  process  in  the  county  of 
Douglas,  you  are  hereby  ordered  to  disband  your  command  at  such  time  and  place 
as  you  may  deem  most  convenient.    Yours  with  great  respect, 

General  Strickler.  Wilson  Shannon. 

Kansas  Teeeitoey,  Camp  Wakaeusa,  Dec.  8,  1855. 
Having  made  satisfactory  arrangements  by  which  all  legal  process  in  your  hands, 
either  now  or  hereafter,  may  be  served  without  the  aid  of  your  present  posse,  you 
are  hereby  required  to  disband  the  same. 

Yours,  with  great  respect,  Wilson  Shannon. 

S.  J.  Jones,  Sheriff  of  Douglas  county. 
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December  10,  1855. —  Governor  Shannon  receives  the  following  letter 
from  Col.  Sumner: 

Headquakteks  Fikst  Cavaley.  I 
FoET  Leavenwobth,  Dec.  7,  1855.  ) 

Goyernoe:  I  have  received  yours  of  the  5th  and  6th  instants.  I  regret  extremely 
to  disappoint  you,  but  the  more  I  reflect  upon  it,  the  more  I  am  convinced  that  I 
ought  not  to  interpose  my  command  between  the  two  hostile  parties  in  this  Terri- 
tory until  I  receive  orders  from  the  Government.  We  know  that  the  whole  matter 
is  now  in  the  hands- of  the  Executive,  and  it  is  an  affair  of  too  much  importance  for 
anyone  to  anticipate  the  action  of  the  Government.  I  am  momentarily  expecting 
to  receive  orders,  and  whenever  they  come  I  shall  move  instantly,  by  night  or  by  day. 
If  you  find  those  people  bent  on  attacking  the  town,  I  would  respectfully  suggest 
that  they  might  be  induced  to  pause  for  a  time  on  being  told  the  orders  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  were  expected  every  moment,  and  that  there  was  no  doubt  that 
these  orders,  framed  from  an  enlarged  view  of  the  whole  difficulty,  would  give  gen- 
eral satisfatction  and  settle  the  matter  honorably  for  both  parties. 

I  am,  Governor,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant,       E.  V.  Sumnee, 

Colonel  First  Cavalry,  Commanding . 

His  Excellency  Wilson  Shannon,  Governor  of  Kansas. 


December  11,  1855. —  The  Governor  writes  to  the  President  as  follows: 

Shawnee  Mission,  K.  T.,  December  11,  1855. 

Sie:  In  my  dispatch  to  you  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  advised  you  of  the  threatened  diffi- 
culties in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  this  Territory  in  Douglas  county 
The  excitement  which  then  existed  continued  to  increase,  owing  to  the  aggravated 
reports  from  Lawrence  and  that  vicinity,  in  relation  to  the  military  preparations 
that  were  being  made  to  attack  the  sheriff,  and  resist  the  execution  of  the  laws.  The 
excitement  increased  and  spread,  not  only  throughout  this  whole  Territory,  but  was 
worked  up  to  the  utmost  point  of  intensity  in  the  whole  of  the  upper  portion  of 
Missouri.  Armed  men  were  seen  rushing  from  all  quarters  towards  Lawrence- — some 
to  defend  the  place,  and  others  to  demolish  it.  The  orders  I  had  issued  to  ]Major 
General  Richardson  and  General  Strickler  had  brought  to  the  sheriff  of  Douglas 
county  a  very  inadequate  force  for  his  protection,  when  compared  with  the  forces  in 
the  town  of  Lawrence.  Indeed,  the  militia  of  the  Territory  being  wholly  unorgan- 
ized, no  forces  could  be  obtained  except  those  who  voluntarily  tendered  their  aid  to 
the  sheriff  or  to  Generals  Richardson  and  Strickler.  The  whole  force  in  the  Territory 
thus  obtained  did  not  amount  to  more  than  three  or  four  hundred  men,  badly  armed, 
and  wholly  unprepared  to  resist  the  forces  at  Lawrence,  which  amounted  at  that 
time  to  some  six  hundred  men,  all  remarkably  well  armed  with  Sharp's  rifles  and 
other  weapons.  These  facts  becoming  known  across  the  line  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
large  numbers  of  men  from  that  State,  in  irregular  bodies,  rushed  to  the  county  of 
Douglas,  and  many  of  them  enrolled  themselves  in  the  sheriff's  posse. 

In  this  state  of  affairs  I  saw  no  way  of  avoiding  a  deadly  conflict  but  to  obtain 
the  use  of  the  United  States  forces  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  with  that  view  I  ad- 
dressed you  a  telegraphic  dispatch,  and  received  on  the  5th  inst.  your  very  prompt 
and  satisfactory  reply  of  the  4th  inst.,  a  copy  of  which  I  immediately  transmitte  d 
by  special  dispatch  to  Col.  Sumner,  with  the^ request  that  he  would  accompany  me 
with  his  command  to  the  scene  of  difficulty.  In  reply,  I  was  informed  that  he  would 
immediately  do  so,  having  no  dojjbt  that  in  due  time  proper  instructions  would  be 
received  from  the  War  Department.  Inft)rmation,  however,  which  I  received  from 
both  parties,  convinced  me  that  my  presence  was  necessary  to  avoid  a  conflict,  and 
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•without  waiting  for  Col.  Sumner  I  repaired  to  the  seat  of  threatened  hostilities,  at 
the  same  time  advising  Col.  Sumner  by  special  dispatch  of  this  movement.  On  my 
way  to  Lawrence  I  met  a  dispatch  from  Col.  Sumner,  informing  me  that  upon 
reflection  he  had  changed  his  determination,  and  that  he  would  not  march  with  his 
command  until  he  had  received  orders  from  the  proper  department,  but  that  he 
would  be  ready  to  move  with  his  command  the  moment  such  orders  came  to  iiand. 

I  proceeded  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  camp  of  Gen.  Strickler,  on  the  Waka- 
rusa,  six  miles  east  of  Lawrence,  and  arrived  in  camp  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  sixth  instant.  I  found  that  Gezi.  Strickler  and  Gen.  Richardson  had 
very  judiciously  adopted  the  policy  of  incorporating  into  their  respective  commands 
all  the  irregular  forces  that  had  arrived.  This  was  done  with  the  view  of  subjecting 
them  to  military  orders  and  discipline,  and  to  prevent  any  unlawful  acts  or  out- 
breaks. The  great  danger  to  be  api)rehended  was  from  an  unauthorized  attack  on 
the  town  of  Lawrence,  which  was  being  strongly  fortified,  and  had  about  one  thou- 
sand and  fifty  men,  well  armed,  to  defend  it,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery;  while  on 
the  other  side  there  were  probably  in  all  near  two  thousand  men,  many  of  them  in- 
differently armed,  but  having  a  strong  park  of  artillery.  I  found  in  the  camp  at 
Wakarusa  a  deep  and  settled  feeling  of  hostility  against  the  opposing  forces  at  Law- 
rence, and  apparently  a  fixed  determination  to  attack  that  place  and  demolish  it  and 
the  presses,  and  take  possession  of  their  arms.  It  seemed  to  be  a  universal  opinion 
in  camp  that  there  was  no  safety  in  the  law-and-order  party  in  the  Territory  while 
the  other  party  were  permitted  to  retain  their  Sharp's  rifles,  an  instrument  used  only 
for  war  purposes. 

After  mingling  with  all  the  leading  men  in  the  Wakarusa  camp,  and  urging  on 
them  the  importance  of  avoiding  a  conflict  of  arms,  that  such  a  step  would  proba- 
bly light  the  torch  of  civil  war  and  endanger  the  very  Union  itself,  I  still  found  that 
there  was  a  strong  desire  with,  all,  and  a  fixed  determination  with  many,  to  compel 
the  forces  in  Lawrence  to  give  up  their  arms.  Believing  that  such  a  demand  would 
lead  to  a  conflict,  which  if  once  commenced  no  one  ct)uld  tell  vrhere  it  would  end, 
and  seeing  no  way  to  avoid  it  except  by  the  aid  of  United  States  forces,  I  again  wrote 
another  communication  to  Col.  Sumner,  and  sent  it  to  him  by  special  dispatch  about 
three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  requesting  his  presence,  a  copy  of  which  I 
send  you  herewith,  marked  "E."  I  received  no  reply  until  my  return  to  this  place, 
after  the  difficulty  had  been  arranged.    I  send  you  a  copy  of  this  reply,  marked  '"P." 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant  I  repaired  to  the  camp  at  Lawrence,  and 
found  them  busily  engaged  on  their  fortifications  and  drilling  their  forces,  and  had 
a  full  and  satisfactory  interview  with  the  committee  appointed  hy  the  forces  in  Law- 
rence in  relation  to  the  impending  difficulties.  So  far  as  the  execution  of  the  laws 
was  concerned,  we  had  no  difficulty  in  coming  to  a  satisfactory  understanding.  It 
was  at  once  agreed  that  the  laws  of  the  Territory  should  have  tlieir  regular  course, 
and  that  those  who  disputed  them  should,  if  they  desired  to  do  so,  test  that  question 
in  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country;  that  in  the  meantime  no  resistance  should 
be  made  to  their  due  execution,  and  the  citizens  of  Lawrence  and  vicinity  were,  when 
properly  called  on,  to  aid  in  the  arrest  of  anyone  charged  with  their  violation,  and 
to  aid  and  assist  in  the  preservation  of  the  peace  and  gixid  order  of  society;  while 
on  my  part  I  gave  them  every  assurance  in  my  power  that  they  should  be  protected 
in  all  their  rights,  and  defended  against  all  unlawful  aggressions.  It  is  proper  that 
I  should  say  that  they  claimed  that  a  large  majority  of  thciu  had  always  held  and 
inculcated  the  same  views.  The  assurance  I  received  entirely  satisfied  me  that  no 
one  against  whom  a  writ  was  issued  was  then  in  Lawrenct?:  that  they  had  all  fled;  and 
that  they  were  harboring,  concealing  or  defeuiiing  no  one  against  whom  a  writ  had 
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been  issued;  and  that  hereafter  there  would  be  no  combined  effort  made  to  prevent 
the  service  of  any  process  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

This  was  entirely  satisfactory,  and  all  that  had  been  desired.  But.  to  satisfy  the 
forces  that  surrounded  Lawrence,  so  that  they  could  be  induced  to  retire  in  order,  was 
the  great  difficulty  to  be  overcome.  To  issue  an  order  to  the  sheriff  to  disband  his 
posse,  and  to  Generals  Richavdson  and  Strickler  to  disband  their  forces,  would  have 
been  to  let  loose  this  large  body  of  men,  who  would  have  been  left  without  control  to 
follow  the  imj-yulse  of  their  feelings,  which  evidently  was  to  attack  and  disarm  the 
people  of  Lawrence.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  through  the  influence  of 
some  leading  men,  I  procured  thirteen  of  the  leading  captains  in  the  Wakarusa  camp 
to  be  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  from  the  Lawrence  camp, 
to  meet  at  Franklin,  midway  between  the  two  hostile  forces.  I  proceeded  to  the 
Lawrence  camp,  and  returned  to  Franklin  in  the  evening  with  the  committee,  when  the 
proposed  interview  took  place.  This  interview,  which  lasted  for  some  time,  resulted 
in  producing  a  better  state  of  feeling;  and  the  committee  from  the  Wakarusa  camp 
were  satisfied  to  retire  without  doing  anything  more,  and  so  reported  to  the  army. 
This,  with  the  active  exertions  of  myself  and  others,  produced  a  better  feeling  among 
the  men,  and  by  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  I  felt  I  could  with  safety  order 
the  forces  to  disband,  and  accordingly  did  so.  They  retired  in  order,  and  refrained 
from  any  act  of  violence;  but  it  was  evident  that  there  was  a  silent  dissatisfaction  at 
the  course  I  had  taken.  But  I  w^as  conscious  I  was  right,  and  that  my  course  would 
be  sanctioned  alike  by  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  sound  policy.  I  returned  to 
Lawrence  on  the  9th,  and  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  10th;  when  everything 
remained  quiet  and  safe,  I  returned  to  this  place. 

Everything  is  quiet  now,  but  it  is  my  duty  to  say  to  you  frankly  that  I  have  fore- 
bodings as  to  the  future.  The  militia  or  volunteer  corps  cannot  be  relied  upon  to 
preserve  the  peace  in  these  civil-party  contests,  or  where  partisans  are  concerned. 
A  caU  on  the  militia  will  generally  bring  in  conflict  the  two  parties.  I  am  satistied 
that  the  only  force  that  can  be  used  in  this  Territory  in  enforcing  the  laws  or  pre- 
serving the  peace  are  those  of  the  United  States;  and  with  this  view  I  would  suggest 
that  the  Executive  of  this  Territory  be  authorized  to  call  on  the  forces  of  the  United 
States  when,  in  his  judgment,  the  public  peace  and  tranquility,  or  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  may  require  their  assistance.  Should  there  be  an  outbreak  it  will  most  proba- 
bly be  sudden,  and  before  orders  can  be  obtained  from  Washington  the  crisis  will 
have  passed. 

I  send  you  herewith  copies  of  various  affidavits,  letters,  &c.,  which  will  give  you 
some  information  in  detail  touching  the  subject-matter  of  this  dispatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant,  "Wilson*  Shannon. 

To  his  Excellency  Franklin  Pierce. 


December  24,  1855. —  Eesignatioii  of  John  W.  Kavanaugh,  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Shawnee,  received. 


December  27,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  J.  W.  Radclitf,  as  Clerk  of 
the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  for  the  county  of  ^^ladison. 

Commissions  issued  to  James  A.  Hendrick  and  F.  S.  Hamilton,  as  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Madison. 

Commissions  issued  to  John  Evans  and  James  Munkres,  as  Constables  for 
the  county  of  ^Madison. 
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Commission  issued  to  G.  M.  Symcoc,  as  Treasurer  for  the  county  of  Mad- 
ison. 

Commission  issued  to  Jefferson  Pigman,  as  Assessor  for  the  county  of  [Mad- 
ison. 

Commission  issued  to  Thomas  N.  Stinson,  as  Treasurer  for  the  county  of 
Shawnee. 

Commission  issued  to  Benjamin  J.  Newsom,  as  Assessor  for  the  county  of 
Shawnee. 

Commission  issued  to  Edward  lioagland,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
township  of  Tecumseh,  in  the  county  of  Shawnee. 

Commission  issued  to  Wm.  P.  Tuttle,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  town- 
ship of  Tecumseh,  in  the  county  of  Shawnee. 

Commission  issued  to  Wm.  P.  Akins,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Yocum 
township,  in  tli(3  county  of  Shawnee. 

Commission  issued  to  John  W.  Skidmore,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Yo- 
cum township,  in  the  county  of  Shawnee. 


December  28,  1855. —  Commission  issued  to  James  Mathews,  as  Public 
Administrator  for  Doniphan  county,  vice  Foreman,  resigned. 

Commission  issued  to  J.  B.  Matlock,  as  Constable  for  Iowa  township,  in 
the  county  of  Doniphan,  vice  Pateet,  resigned. 

Commission  issued  to  Wm.  Flenn,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Iowa  town- 
ship, in  the  county  of  Doniphan,  vice  Lewis,  resigned. 

Commission  issued  to  Henry  Beauchamp,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Wayne 
township,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan. 


January  2,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Ludwell  Evans,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  county  of  Lykens. 


January  14,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  James  H.  Merrill,  Constable 

for  Washington  township,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan,  vice  Johnson, 

resigned. 

Commissions  issued  to  B.  F.  Thomson  and  Branhara  Hill,  Justices  of  the 
Peace  for  Bourbon  county;  also  to  Alexander  Howard  and  William  Moffat, 
Constables  for  said  county  of  Bourbon. 


January  25,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Larkin  Ellison,  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  Shannon  township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison,  vice  J.  C.  Man- 
nion,  who  failed  to  (pialify. 

Commission  issued  to  Junius  T.  Hereford,  Assessor  for  the  county  of 
Atchison,  vice  Samuel  S.  Walters,  who  failed  to  qualify. 

Commission  issued  to  Henry  Kuhn,  County  Surveyor  for  the  county  of 
Atchison. 
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Commission  issued  to  Alexander  E.  Mayhew,  Justice  of  tlie  Peace  for 
Shannon  township,  in  the  county  of  xVtchison. 


January  26, 1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Westley  Garrett,  as  Treasurer 
for  the  county  of  Douglas. 

January  28,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Bennett  Burnam,  as  County 
Surveyor  for  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 


February  1,  1856. —  Commissions  issued  to  the  officers  of  a  company  of 
volunteer  militia,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth,  called  the"Kickapoo 
Rangers,"  as  follows : 

To  John  W.  Martin,  Captain ;  W.  H.  Elliot,  First  Lieutenant ;  D.  A. 
Grov^er,  Second  Lieutenant;  and  M.  P.  Riveley,  Third  Lieutenant. 

Commission  issued  to  James  B.  Blake,  Coroner  for  the  county  of  Leaven- 
worth. 

February  5, 1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Peter  Crockett,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  Lawrence  township,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  J.  Hargus,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Louisiana 
township,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  Edward  Chapman,  Assessor  for  the  county  of 
Douglas. 

February  8,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Daniel  Dofflemyer,  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Johnson. 

Commission  issued  to  Isaac  Parish,  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Johnson,  riV« 
B.  F.  Johnson,  resigned. 

February  12,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Christopher  C.  Redman. 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Delaware  township,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 


February  29,  1856. — Commission  issued  to  C.  H.  Price,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  county  of  Anderson. 

Commission  issued  to  Thomas  Totten,  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  County  Com- 
missioners for  the  county  of  Anderson. 

Commission  issued  to  C.  H.  Price,  County  Treasurer  for  the  county  of 
Anderson. 

Commissions  issued  to  the  following  officers  of  a  volunteer  militia  com- 
pany in  the  county  of  Atchison  : 

To  J.  H.  Stringfeliow,  Captain;  R.  S.  Kelley,  First  Lieutenant;  A.  J.  G. 
Westbrook,  Second  Lieutenant;  and  J.  H.  Blassingame,  Third  Lieuteniuu. 


March  1,  1856.— Resignation  of  Robert  M.  Clark,  as  Colonel  of  the  Firsi 
Regiment,  Northern  Division,  Kansas  Militia,  received. 
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Commission  issued  to  John  Waitman,  County  Commissioner  for  xVnder- 
son  county,  vice  F.  P.  Brown,  declined. 

Commission  issued  to  D.  McCanimon,  Sheriff  of  Anderson  county,  vice 
Anderson  Rice,  declined. 


MAEcn  4,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Thomas  J.  Payne,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  Walnut  township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  ]Milton  XJtt,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Wolf  Riyer 
township,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan. 

Commission  issued  to  Alfred  R.  Bailey,  Constable  for  Walnut  township,  in 
the  county  of  xAtchison. 

Commission  issued  to  Thomas  Connelley,  County  Surveyor  for  the  county 
of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  S.  J.  Waful,  as  Constable  in  Lecompton  township, 
Douglas  county.  ^ 

Commission  issued  to  R.  B.  IS'elson,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Lecompton 
tow^uship,  Douglas  county. 

Commission  issued  to  Jackson  Crockett,  Constable  in  Lawrence  township, 
Douglas  county. 

Commission  issued  to  Andrew  J.  Sparr,  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Louisiana 
township,  Douglas  county. 


March  5,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Joseph  Kellogg,  Notary  Public 
for  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 

Commission  issued  to  William  Barbee,  Notary  Public  for  the  county  of 
Leavenworth. 


Makch  7,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  William  J.  Sinclair,  as  Com- 
missioner of  Deeds  for  the  Territory  of  Kansas  in  the  State  of  oSTew  York. 

Commission  issued  to  Seth  Smith,  Commissioner  of  Deeds  for  the  Terri- 
tory of  Kansas  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

Maech  21,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  John  M.  Vance,  Notary  Public 
in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 

Commission  issued  to  Alexander  S.  Gray,  Commissioner  of  Deeds  for  Kan- 
sas Territory  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

Commission  issued  to  AVilliam  Helm,  Constable  for  Wakarusa  township, 
in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  Wm.  E.  Brown,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Delaware 
township,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 

March  22,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  John  H.  Tate,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  Johnson  township,  in  the  county  of  Linn. 
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Commission  issued  to  William  Hays,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Scott  town- 
ship, in  the  county  of  Linn. 

Commission  issued  to  Joshua  Sheek,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Scott  town- 
ship, in  the  county  of  Linn. 

Commission  issued  to  William  Smit'i,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Pichland 
township,  in  the  county  of  Linn. 

Commission  issued  to  Zebediah  Leasure,  Constable  for  Scort  township,  in 
the  county  of  Linn. 

March  24, 1856. —  Commission  issued  to  James  Armstrong,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  county  of  Lykens. 

Commission  issued  to  P.  T.  Gloves,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Johnson 
township,  in  the  county  of  Linn. 

Commission  issued  to  Elisha  Tucker,  Coroner  for  the  county  of  Linn. 

Commission  issued  to  Joseph  Bowin,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Scott  town- 
ship, in  the  county  of  Linn. 

Commission  issued  to  Joseph  D.  Wilmot,  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners  for  the  county  of  Linn. 

Commission  issued  to  James  M.  Howell,  Constable  for  Johnson  township, 
in  the  county  of  Linn. 

Commission  issued  to  James  P.  Fox,  County  Treasurer  for  the  county  of 
Linn. 

Commission  issued  to  T.  E.  Means,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Kicliland 
township,  in  the  county  of  Linn. 

Commission  issued  to  E.  Bradford,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Eichland  town- 
ship, in  the  county  of  Linn, 

Commission  issued  to  J.  M.  Hampton,  Constable  for  Richland  township,  in 
Linn  county, 

March  25,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Stephen  B.  Williams,  Sheriff  of 
Riley  county. 

March  26, 1856. —  Commission  issued  to  E.  Hoagland,  Notary  Public  for 
Shawnee  county, 

March  27,  1856. —  Commissions  issued  to  the  following-named  otiieoi-s, 
for  Jefferson  county: 

To  Henry  Owens,  County  Commissioner. 

M.  Christoson,  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners. 

W.  F.  Dyer,  County  Treasurer. 

Wm.  Sprague,  Assessor  for  the  county. 

T.  A.  Chapman,  Coroner  for  the  county. 

D.  R.  Sprague,  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Osawkee  township. 

J.  R.  Ik'egle,  Constable  in  Osawkee  township. 

Wm.  Meredith,  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Slough  Creek  township. 

J.  H.  C.  Hopewell,  Constable  in  Slough  Creek  township. 
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March  31,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Wm.  H.  Harris,  County  Com- 
missioner for  ^^emuha  county. 

April  8,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  John  Pieratt,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  Franklin  township,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  J.  C.  Evans,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Wakarusa 
township,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  Stephen  Livingston,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Law- 
rence township,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 


April  15,  1856.— Commission  issued  to  Wilson  Roberts,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  Leavenw^orth  tow-nship,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 

Commission  issued  to  John  ]M.  Taylor,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Leaven- 
worth township,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 


April  19,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Wra.  J.  Preston,  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  Second  Regiment,  Southern  Division,  Kansas  Militia. 

Commission  issued  to  Wm.  F.  Donaldson,  Adjutant  of  the  Second  Regi- 
ment, Southern  Division,  Kansas  Militia. 

Commission  issued  to  Dr.  B.  C.  Brooke,  Surgeon  of  the  Second  Regiment, 
Southern  Division,  Kansas  Militia. 

Commission  issued  to  George  H.  Cole,  Major  of  the  Second  Regiment, 
Southern  Division,  Kansas  Militia. 

Commission  issued  to  John  Shannon,  Quartermaster  Second  Regiment, 
Southern  Division,  Kansas  Militia. 

Commission  issued  to  John  RifFel,  Second  Lieutenant  Company  A, 
Lecompton  Guards. 

Commission  issued  to  A.  Macauley,  Notary  Public  for  the  county  of 
Leavenworth. 

Commission  issued  to  Anderson  Caslce,  Coroner  for  the  county  of  Ander- 
son. 

Commissions  issued  to  the  following-named  officers  of  the Tustunuggee 
Mounted  Rifles,"  a  volunteer  militia  company,  in  the  county  of  Douglas: 
To  George  W.  Clarke,  Captain. 

Wm.  C.  Webster,  First  Lieutenant. 
J.  C.  Thompson,  Second  Lieutenant. 
O.  H.  Brown,  Third  Lieutenant. 
Commission  issued  to  John  Donaldson,  Captain  Company  A,  "  Lecomp- 
ton Riflemen." 

April  20,  1856. —  Gov.  Shannon  addressed  the  following  letter  to  Col. 
E.  V.  Sumner,  at  Fort  Leavenworth: 

Executive  Office,  Lecompton,  K.  T..  April  20. 

Col.  Sumner — Sir:  I  have  been  duly  advi^^ed  by  Samuel  J.  Jones,  sheriff  of  Duu^;- 
las  county,  in  thia  Territory,  that,  having  a  warrant  in  his  hands  against  a  man  by 
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the  name  of  S.  N.  Wood,  he  proceeded  to  the  town  of  Lawrence  on  yesterday  and  ar- 
rested him,  but  that  he  was  immediately  rescued  out  of  his  hands  by  some  twenty 
men,  and  that  he  was  unable  to  retake  him.  Having  obtained  warrants  against  sev- 
eral of  those  engaged  in  said  rescue,  he  proceeded  this  day  to  the  town  of  Lawrence 
with  a  civil  posse  of  live  men,  with  the  view  of  recapturing  the  said  Wood,  and  ar- 
resting the  other  parties  against  whom  he  had  warrants,  but  was  again  resisted,  and 
unable  to  recapture  W^ood,  or  take  any  of  the  parties  against  whom  he  had  warrants. 
He  has  called  upon  me  for  a  competent  posse  to  enable  him  to  execute  the  legal  pro- 
cess in  his  hands.  Knowing  the  irritated  feelings  that  exist  between  the  two  parties 
in  this  Territory,  growing  out  of  their  former  difficulties,  and  being  exceedingly  de- 
sirous to  avoid  the  effusion  of  blood,  or  any  cause  or  excuse  for  further  conflict  or 
disturbance,  I  have  thought  it  most  advisable  to  call  on  you  for  an  officer  and  six 
men  to  accompany  the  sheriff  and  aid  him  in  the  execution  of  the  legal  process  in 
his  hands.  This  force  will  be  sufficient  to  overpower  any  force  or  persons  against 
whom  the  sheriff  holds  warrants,  and  I  will  not  anticipate  resistance  beyond  this  at 
present.  To  call  on  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  to  accompany  the  sheriff  and 
aid  in  overpowering  the  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  that  is  anticipated, 
would  most  probably  lead  to  a  conflict  which,  when  once  commenced,  it  is  difficult  to 
foresee  where  it  might  end,  but  in  the  use  of  the  U.  S.  troops,  no  personal  or  party 
feelings  can  exist  on  either  side,  and  their  presence  will  most  likely  command  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws.  I  have  to  ask  you,  therefore,  to  detach  to  this  place  immediately 
an  officer  with  six  men  to  aid  and  assist  the  sheriff  of  this  county  in  the  execution  of 
the  warrants  in  his  hands.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  ob't  svt., 

(Signed)  Wilson  Shannon. 


April  22,  1856. —  Commissions  issued  to  tlie  following-named  officers  of 
a  volunteer  company  in  the  county  of  Douglas,  called  the  "  AVilIo\s'  Springs 
Company:" 

To  J.  P.  Saunders,  Captain. 

Wilson  Luck,  First  Lieutenant. 
John  Hancher,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Commission  issued  to  John  H.  Stringfellow,  Colonel  First  Regiment,  First 
Brigade,  Northern  Division,  Kansas  Militia. 

Commission  issued  to  AYm.  F.  Donaldson,  Assessor  for  Douglas  county, 
vice  E.  Chapman,  resigned. 

Commission  issued  to  Rawley  Hopper,  Constable  for  Lawrence  township, 
in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  Robert  C.  Bishop,  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners  for  Douglas  county,  vice  James  Christian,  resigned. 


April  25,  1856. —  Governor  Shannon  addressed  the  following  letter  to 
Col.  Sumner: 

Executive  Office,  Lecompton,  K.  T.,  April  25,  1S5G. 
Col.  Sumnek  —  Sir:  I  am  satisfied  that  the  persons  against  whom  writs  have  been 
issued  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  of  this  county,  and  who  have  nut  bteu 
taken,  have  secreted  themselves  or  fled,  so  that  for  the  present  no  further  arrests  can 
be  made. 
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Nevertheless  I  deem  it  prudeut  to  have  a  military  posse  or  guard  of  thirty  men 
stationed  at  this  place  and  subject  to  my  orders,  to  act  in  case  of  an  emergency. 

I  would  therefore  request  that  you  furnish  me  with  such  a  guard  from  your  com- 
mand, to  be  u<ed  as  a  sheriff's  posse  and  to  preserve  the  peace,  as  occasion  may 
require.  I  have  no  further  requisition  to  make  on  you  at  present,  but  would  respect- 
fully request  you  to  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  act  at  a  moment's  warning, 
if  required  by  me  to  enforce  the  laws  and  preserve  the  peace. 

Yours,  with  great  respect, 

(Signed)  Wilson  Shannon. 


April  27,  1856. —  Commissions  issued  to  the  following  officers  in  Jeffer- 
son county: 

To  Henry  ^Marshall,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Jefferson  township. 
Robert  Grant,  Constable  for  the  same  township. 
Gant  Cozim,  Surveyor  for  the  county. 
S.  L.  Jones,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Osawkee  township. 
Samuel  Johnson,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Grasshopper  Falls  town- 
shi}^. 

Joseph  Haddicks,  Constable  for  the  sarae  township. 


April  29, 1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Henry  Cox,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  Timber  Hill  township,  in  the  county  of  Bourbon. 

Commission  issued  to  James  Smith,  Constable  for  the  county  of  Bourbon. 


April  30,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  William  C.  Ford,  Commissioner 
of  Deeds  for  Kansas  Territory  in  the  State  of  New  Y'ork. 


May  1, 1856. —  Commissions  issued  to  the  following  officers  in  the  county 
of  Eiley: 

To  E.  G.  Hinton,  Constable  of  Dyer  township. 

Wm.  Gillaspie,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  same  township. 
Henry  Bishop,  Constable  of  Dyer  township. 
Commissions  issued  to  the  following  officers  in  Davis  county,  attached  to 
Riley: 

To  C.  L.  Sanford,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  ^McDowell  township. 
Lafayette  O.  Oliver,  Constable  of  Douglas  township. 


May  4,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  David  W.  Hutchinson,  Commis- 
sioner of  Deeds  for  Kansas  Territory  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


May  5,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Thomas  Van  Ada,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  Wyandotte  township,  in  tlie  county  of  Leavenworth. 

Commission  issued  to  Benjamin  Johnson,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Wyan- 
dotte township,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 
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Commissions  issued  to  the  following  officers  in  the  county  of  Calhoun: 
To  Perry  Fleshman,  Assessor  of  said  county. 

Anthony  Wilson,  Treasurer  of  said  county. 
Raleigh  J.  Fulton,  Sheriff  for  said  county,  vice  James  T.  Wilson,  resigned. 


May  9, 1856. —  Commissions  issued  to  the  following  officers  in  companies 
B  and  C,  of  the  First  Brigade,  Southern  Division,  Kansas  Militia: 
To  J.  H.  Arbuckle,  Captain  Company  B. 

G.  T.  Johnson,  First  Lieutenant  Company  B. 

Joseph  Goodyn,  Second  Lieutenant  Company  B. 

Samuel  Boone,  Third  Lieutenant  Company  B. 

Wm.  B.  Eubanks,  Captain  Company  C. 

Wm.  S.  Ferguson,  First  Lieutenant  Company  C. 

James  Armstrong,  Second  Lieutenant  Company  C. 


May  9, 1856. —  Commission  issued  to  George  W.  Cassedy,  Commissioner 
of  Deeds  for  Kansas  Territory  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

Commission  issued  to  L.  McArthur,  Notary  Public  for  the  county  of 
Doniphan. 

May'  10,  1856. —  Commission  jssued  to  E.  L.  Yates,  Major  Third  Regi- 
ment, Northern  Division,  Kansas  Militia. 


May  13, 1856. — Commissioils  issued  to  the  following  officers  of  the  North- 
ern Division,  Kansas  Militia : 

To  T.  J.  Calhoun,  Surgeon's  Mate,  Third  Regiment. 

John  Vanderhost,  Sergeant  Major,  Third  Regiment. 

J.  H.  Blassingame,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Third  Regiment. 

Robert  De  Treville,  Captain  of  Palmetto  Rifles,  of  the  county  of 
Atchison,  in  the  Third  Regiment. 

R.  D.  White,  First  Lieutenant,  Palmetto  Rifles. 

A.  F.  Morrall,  Second  Lieutenant,  Palmetto  Rifles. 

K.  T.  Palmer,  Third  Lieutenant,  Palmetto  Rifles. 

W.  S.  Bvewster,  Quartermaster,  Tiiird  Regiment. 

F.  G.  Palmer,  Adjutant,  Third  Regiment. 
J.  P.  Carr,  Paymaster,  Third  Regiment. 

G.  F.  Larcy,  Surgeon,  Tiiird  Regiment. 


May  20,1856. — Commissions  issued  to  the  officers  of  the  Volunteer  Com- 
pany in  Doniphan  county,  called  tiie  "Doniphan  Tigers,"  as  follows: 
To  Alex.  H.  Dunning,  Captain. 

Wm.  Sublett,  First  Lieutenant. 

Chas.  Isi.  Thompson,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Sylvester  Hudson,  Third  Lieutenant. 
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May  20,  1856. —  Commissions  issued  to  the  following-named  officers,  of 
the  Atchison  Guard,  a  volunteer  company  of  cavalry,  in  the  county  of  Atchi- 
son : 

To  A.  J.  Frederick,  Captain. 

J.  W.  Stringfellow,  First  Lieutenant. 
R.  S.  Kelley,  Second  Lieutenant. 


May  21,  1856. —  Gov.  Shannon  writes  to  Col.  Sumner,  as  follows: 

Executive  OmcE.  Lecompton,  K.  T.,  May  21.  I800. 

Col.  Sumneb  —  Sir:  The  Enited  States  Marshal  has  made  all  the  arrests  in  Law- 
rence that  can  in  his  judgment  now  be  naade,  and  dismissed  his  pcsse.  The  sheriff 
has  also  got  through  making  arrests  on  warrants  in  his  hands,  and  I  presume  bv  this 
time  has  dismissed  his  posse.  In  view  of  the  excitement  and  present  state  of  f  eel- 
ing in  the  county,  and  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  safety  of  the  citizens,  both 
in  person  and  property,  as  well  as  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  preserva- 
tion of  the  peace  in  the  Territory,  I  think  it  necessary  to  have  stationed  at  or  near 
Lawrence,  one  company  of  United  States  troops  —  a  like  company  at  or  near  this 
place,  and  a  like  company  at  or  near  Topeka.  I  have  therefore  to  ask  you  to  de- 
tach from  your  command  three  companies, one  to  be  stationed  at  or  near  each  place 
above  designated.  It  is  important  that  this  should  be  done  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible.  Some  three  or  four  arrests  have  been  made  by  the  United  States  Marshal 
of  persons  charged  by  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  United  States  District  Court  with. the 
crime  of  high  treason.  Bills  of  a  similar  character  have  been  found  in  the  same 
court  against  others. 

The  armed  organization  to  resist  the  laws  would  seem  to  be  broken  up  for  the 
present,  as  far  as  the  town  of  Lawrence  is  concerned,  but  there  is  danger  that  this 
formidable  organization  may  show  itself  at  some  other  point  unless  held  in  check  by 
the  presence  of  a  force  competent  to  put  it  down. 

The  only  force  that  I  feel  safe  in  using  in  the  civil  commotions  is  the  troops  of 
the  United  States,  and  by  a  prompt  and  judicious  location  of  these  troops  at  proper 
points  in  the  Territory,  I  feel  confident  that  order  will  be  restored,  the  supremacy  of 
the  laws  maintained,  and  a  civil  war  prevented. 

"With  great  respect  and  esteem, 

(Signed)  Wilsox  Shaxnox. 


May  27,  1856. —  The  following  letter  was  forwarded  to  Col.  Sumner  by 
express : 

Executive  Office.  Lecomptox,  K.  T..  May  27.  18">B. 
Con.  Sttmneb:  I  received,  last  night  about  twelve  o'clock,  reliable  information  by 
a  special  dispatch  from  Osawatomie,  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  that  on  last  Satur- 
day night  five  persons  had  been  taken  out  of  their  houses  and  cruelly  murdered:  that 
it  seems  to  be  a  regular  system  of  private  assassination  which  the  Free-State  party 
had  adopted  toward  their  opponents. 

Under  these  circumstances.  I  am  compelled  to  send  into  that  county  Caj>t.  Wood 
and  his  whole  command,  who  is  stationed  at  Lawrence,  leaving  that  place  without 
any  force.  I  have  to  ask  you.  therefore,  to  send  me  two  more  companies,  with  direc- 
tions for  them  to  camp  at  or  near  Lawrence  until  they  receive  further  orders. 

Yours,  with  great  respect, 

(Signed)  Wirsox  Shanxox. 
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^Iay  28,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Thomas  M.  Crowcler,  Notary  Pub- 
lic for  the  county  of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  Vincent  Jones,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Mount  Pleas- 
ant township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  James  C.  Beeson,  Constable  for  Mount  Pleasant 
township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  James  N.  Bradley,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  AValnut 
township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  ]Martin  T.  Baily,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Walnut 
township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  Edward  Wylie,  Constable  for  Grasshopper  town- 
sliip,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 


May  31,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  John  C.  Sims,  Tax  Assessor  for 
Shawnee  county,  with  the  counties  of  AVeller  and  Richardson  attached. 


June  1,  1856. —  Governor  Shannon  writes  to  Col.  Sumner  as  follows:. 

Executive  OrriCE,  LECOirPTON.  K.  T.,  June  1,  1856. 
Col.  Sumnek — Sir:  I  desire  to  obtain  from  you  two  more  companies  —  one  to 
strengthen  Captain  Xewby  at  Lawrence,  the  other  Captain  Wood  in  Franklin  county, 
south  of  Lawrence.    Both  these  commands  are  too  weak  to  deal  with  the  armed 
bodies  of  lawless  men  by  which  they  are  surrounded. 

Major  Sedgwick  will  communicate  to  you  more  detailed  information  as  to  what 
has  transpired.  Yours,  with  great  respect, 

(Signed)  Wilson  Shannon. 

June  3,  1856. — Commission  issued  to  Julius  Pomeroy,  Commissioner  of 
Deeds  for  Kansas  Territory  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Commission  issued  to  Thomas  Boyles,  Commissioner  of  Deeds  for  Kansas 
Territory  in  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Commission  issued  to  John  A.  Lynch,  Commissioner  of  Deeds  for  Kansas 
Territory  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Commission  issued  to  Louis  Trumble,  Constable  for  the  county  of  Marshall. 

Commission  issued  to  William  Saundei-s,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  ^lar- 
shall  county. 

Commission  issued  to  Jarson  IMasterson,  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners  for  Linn  county,  vice  Josepli  Wilmot,  resigned. 


Jl'NE  4,  1856. — Governor  Shannon  to  Colonel  Sumner: 

Executive  Office,  Lecompton,  K.  T.,  June  4,  1850. 
CoL.  Sumneh  —  Sir:  I  desire  to  have  carried  out  the  following  plan,  with  the  view 
of  preserving  the  peace  and  good  order  of  thi^^  Territory: 

1st.  A  detachment  of  troops  to  be  stationed  at  or  near  the  town  of  Franklin,  to 
jtroti'ct  that  place  from  attacks  which  have  been  repeatedly  threatened,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  repelling  any  armed  force  which  may  approach  from  below  with  the  view 
of  attacking  the  citizens  of  Lawrence. 
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2d.  A  similar  detachment  to  be  stationed  at  or  near  Mr.  Lehay's.  which  is  eight 
miles  up  the  "Wakarusa  valley  from  Franklin. 

3d.  A  similar  detachment  to  be  stationed  at  or  near  Mr.  Buckley's,  at  Hickorv 
•  Point,  about  eight  miles  distant  from  Blanton's  Bridge. 

4th.  A  similar  detachment  to  be  stationed  at  or  near  St.  Bernard,  in  the  southern 
part  of  this  (Douglas)  county. 

Directions  have  already  been  given  to  Capt  Wood  to  station  a  portion  of  his  com- 
mand at  this  place. 

5th.  A  detachment  of  troops  to  be  sent  forthwith  to  Palmyra,  or  the  place  where 
the  difficulty  occurred  the  day  before  yesterday,  with  orders  to  disperse  all  armed 
bodies  of  men  who  are  threatening  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  who  are  not  organ- 
ized under  the  law.  They  should  be  compelled  to  give  np  to  the  owners  all  horses  or 
other  property  taken  or  pressed  into  their  service,  to  discharge  and  set  at  liberty 
all  prisoners  by  them  taken  and  held,  and  if  they  refuse  to  disperse,  force  should  be 
used  to  compel  them  to  do  so,  and  they  should  be  deprived  of  their  arms.  All  armed 
bodies  of  men  not  acting  under  the  law  should  be  dispersed,  and  if  they  reassemble, 
disarmed.  This  is  not  applicable  to  citizens  organized  into  military  bodies  trnder 
the  law,  and  legally  called  out,  or  to  those  who  in  good  faith  have  associated  them- 
selves together  merely  to  repel  a  threatened  attack  on  themselves  or  property,  and 
not  for  any  aggressive  act. 

6th.  All  notices  given  to  citizens  or  persons  found  in  the  Territory  to  leave  the 
country  or  tlieir  houses,  or  any  particular  locality,  are  to  be  considered  and  treated 
as  violations  of  law,  as  tending  to  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  to  excite  violence  and 
disorder. 

7th.  In  carrying  out  the  above  plan,  no  distinction  or  inquiry  is  to  be  made  as  to 
the  party,  but  all  parties  and  persons  are  to  be  treated  alike  tmder  like  ciroum- 
.  stances. 

8th.  All  law-abiding  citizens,  no  matter  to  what  party  they  may  belong,  must  be 
protected  in  their  persons  and  property,  and  all  military  organizations  to  resist  the 
execution  of  the  laws  or  to  disturb  the  i'>eace  and  good  order  of  the  community  must 
be  dispersed.  Yours  with  respect, 

(Signed)  "Wii^son  Sha>'kox. 


Governor  Shannon  to  Col.  Sumner : 

Executive  Department,  Lecompton,  K.  T.,  June  4,  1856- 
Coii.  Sumner — Sir:  It  is  said  there  are  about  three  hundred  Free-State  men  in 
Prairie  City,  fortified  and  prepared  to  fight.    Captain  Pate  and  some  twenty  or 
thirty  prisoners  are  said  to  be  confined  at  this  place.    This  place  is  near  Palinyra- 
and  a  little  south  of  the  Santa  Fe  road.    Yours,  &c.. 

(Signed)  Wilson  Shannon. 

PROCLAMATION. 
By  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 

Whereas,  information  has  been  received  by  us  that  armed  bodies  of  men  exist  in 
different  parts  of  this  Territory,  who  have  committed  and  threatened  to  commit  acts 
of  lawless  violence  on  peaceable  and  unoffending  citizens  —  taking  them  prisoners, 
despoiling  them  of  their  property,  and  threatening  great  personal  violence: 

It  appearing,  also,  that  armed  combinations  have  been  formed  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  resisting  the  execution  of  the  Territorial  laws  and  preventing  the  t  xecu- 
tion  of  any  process  by  the  officers  of  this  Territory; 

It  appearing  further,  that  individuals,  as  well  as  associated  bodies  of  men.  have 
assumed  to  themselves  the  power  of  notifying  citizens  of  the  Territory  to  leav*^  their 
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abodes,  and  in  some  cases  to  quit  the  country,  under  threats  of  inflicting  severe  pen- 
alties on  those  who  do  not  comply: 

Now.  therefore,  I.AYilson  Shannon,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  do  issue  this, 
my  proclamation,  to  command  all  persons  belonging  to  military  organizations  within 
this  Territory,  not  authorized  by  the  laws  thereof,  to  disperse  and  retire  peaceably 
to  their  respective  abodes;  and  to  warn  all  such  persons  that  these  military  organiza- 
tions for  such  purposes  are  illegal,  and,  if  necessary,  will  be  dispersed  by  the  mili- 
tary force  placed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  at  my  disposal  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  the  peace  and  enforcing  the  laws  of  the  Territory;  that  steps 
have  been  taken  to  disperse  all  unlawful  military  combinations  which  are  threatening 
the  peace  of  the  country  and  the  good  order  of  society,  and  to  disarm  them  should 
they  reassemble.  All  civil  ofhcers  of  the  Government  are  required  to  be  vigilant  in 
enforcing  the  laws  against  such  otTenders  and  in  protecting  the  citizens,  both  in 
their  persons  and  property,  against  all  violence  and  wrong. 

I  further  declare  that  all  notices  given  to  citizens,  or  persons  found  in  the  Terri- 
tory, to  leave  the  same,  or  their  houses,  or  any  particular  locality,  are  unauthorized 
by  law  and  highly  reprehensible,  as  tending  to  breaches  of  the  peace  and  violence 
and  disorder. 

I  further  declare  that  all  law-abiding'  citizens  of  the  Territory,  without  regard  to 
party  names  or  distinctions,  must  be  protected  in  their  persons  and  property;  and 
that  all  military  organizations  to  resist  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  Territory, 
or  to  disturb  the  peace  thereof,  must  be  dispersed;  and  all  aggression  from  without 
the  Territory  must  be  repelled.  That  the  military  force  placed  under  the  control 
of  the  Executive  of  this  Territory  is  amply  sufficient  to  enforce  the  laws  and  to 
protect  the  citizens  in  their  rights. 

I  further  declare  that  in  carrying  out  this  proclamation,  no  distinction  or  inquiry 
is  to  be  made  as  to  party,  but  all  persons  of  all  parties  are  to  be  treated  alike  under 
like  circumstances. 

"Obedience  to  the  laws  and  consequent  security  of  the  citizens  of  Kansas,  are 
primary  objects;  and  all  lawless  violence  within  the  Territory,  in  whatever  form  it 
may  manifest  itself,  must  be  repressed;"  and  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  of  the  11th  of  February  last  will  be  strictly  enforced;  and  a 
requisition  has  been  made  on  Col.  Sumner  for  a  sufficient  military  force  to  insure 
obedience  to  this  proclamation. 

I  call  on  all  good  citizens  to  aid  and  assist  in  preserving  peace,  repressing  vio- 
lence, and  in  bringing  offenders  to  justice,  and  in  maintaining  the  supremacy  of 
the  law. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set   my  hand  and  caused  to  be 
[SEAL.J    ^gj^g^j  ^Yis  seal  of  the  Territory,  this  4th  day  of  June,  1856. 

By  the  Governor:  Wilson  Shannon. 

Danl,.  Woodson.  Secretary. 

Gov.  Shannon  to  Col.  Sumner: 

ExECUTivK  Office,  Lecompton,  K.  T.,  June  "4,  1856. 

Col.  Sumneb — Sir:  1  have  just  received  reliable  information  from  Franklin,  that 
that  place  was  attacked  last  night  by  a  body  of  armed  m.eii  numbering  about  one  hun- 
dred and  tifty,  and  that  one  man  in  Franklin  was  mortally  wounded  and  some  live  or 
six  taken  prisoners. 

I  have  also  reliable  information  that  the  house  of  Lehay's  is  to  be  attacked  to- 
night, and  a  messenger  has  been  sent  in  for  aid. 

Unless  prompt  measures  are  token,  the  citizens  of  the  Wakarusa  valley  will  all  be 
butchered  by  this  lawless  band  of  assassins.    The  troops  must  move  at  once,  or  the 
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people  will  rise  in  mass  to  defend  themselves  and  their  friends,  and  Missouri  will 
pour  into  this  Territory  her  thousands. 

I  do  hope  you  will  adopt  prompt  measures  to  put  a  stop  to  these  outrages — to  de- 
fend Franklin  and  Lehay's  house. 

Any  delay  in  planting  the  military  posts  at  the  places  I  have  designated  will  lead 
to  fearful  consequences  —  a  few  days'  delay  will  supersede  the  necessity. 

The  proclamation  is  being  set  up;  I  will  send  you  a  number  of  copies. 

Yours  with  respect. 

(Signed)  Wilson  Shannon. 

N.  B.  —  The  bearer  of  this  will  pilot  a  detachment  to  Lehay's  house.  This  is  one 
■of  the  places  where  I  proposed  to  station  a  detachment  of  troops. 

It  seems  these  lawless  men  attack  and  shoot  down  our  citizens  in  view  of  the  TI.  S. 
troops. 

Gov.  Shannoa  to  Col.  Sumner: 

Executive  Office,  June  -i,  1856. 
CoL.  Sumner — Sir:  Col.  Preston,  the  bearer  of  this,  is  deputy  sheriff  of  this  county, 
and  will  accompany  the  command,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  act  as  circumstances  may  re- 
quire.   We  have  no  deputy  marshal  that  can  go. 

Dr.  Wood,  if  he  can  obtain  a  horse,  will  go  along  as  a  pilot. 

The  young  man  who  came  in  from  Lehay's  understands  localities  tolerably  well. 

YourSj 

(Signed)  Wilson  Shannon. 


June  8,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  John  W.  Magill,  Commissioner  of 
Deeds  for  Kansas  Territory  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 


June  14,  1856. —  The  Governor  addressed  the  following  letter  to  Col. 
Sumner: 

Executive  Office,  June  14,  1856. 
Coii.  SuM.VEB — -Sir:  I  send  you  two  copies  of  the  proclamation  —  all  I  can  find. 
The  complaints  of  robberies  on  the  roads  near  Westport  are  distressing.    I  hope 
you  will  clear  those  roads,  and  drive  these  people  back  at  once. 

Yours,  Ac, 

(Signed)  Wilson  Shannon. 

June  13,  1856. —  Commissions  issued  to  the  following-named  officei-s  for 
the  county  of  ^Marshall: 

To  James  M.  ]\IcCloskey,  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners. 

George  F.  Hubbard,  Sheriff,  vice  Clarke,  deceased. 

Lewis  Harding,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

\yilliam  B.  Hubbard,  Constable. 

\yilliam  A.  Glenn,  Assessor  for  the  county.- 

Claries  M.  Greever,  County  Treasurer. 

M.  L.  Duncan,  County  Commissioner,  vice  Cramer,  who  is  not  in 

the  county. 

June  10,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  David  AVilson,  Justice  of  tlie 
Peace  for  Half-Day  township,  in  the  county  of  Calhoun. 
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Governor  Shannon  to  Col.  Sumner: 

ExECUTiTE  Office,  June  23,  18"»G. 

Col.  Sumneb  —  Sir:  I  am  compelled  to  visit  St.  Louis  on  official  business,  which 
can  no  longer  be  postponed.  I  will  be  absent  probably  about  ten  days,  but  I  will 
return  as  soon  as  my  official  duties  will  permit.  In  the  meantime,  I  deem  it  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  the  whole  of  your  disposable  force  should  be  stationed  at 
suitable  points  in  that  portion  of  the  Territory  which  has  been  most  disturbed,  and 
which  is  still  threatened  with  further  disturbance. 

Your  knowledge  of  the  country  and  the  difficulties  which  have  heretofore  existed, 
will  enable  you  to  dispose  of  your  command  so  as  to  be  most  effective  in  preserving 
the  peace.  It  is  important,  I  think,  to  retain  one  company  midway  between  Law- 
rence and  Franklin — one  near  Palmyra  or  Hickory  Point,  one  in  the  Osawatomie 
country,  and  to  station  two  companies  at  Topeka  previous  to  the  4:th  of  July  next, 
the  time  fixed  for  the  reassembling  of  the  Legislature  under  what  is  called  the  Free- 
State  Constitution. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  this  pretended  legislative  body  will  reassemble,  as  many  of 
the  Free-State  party  are  hostile  to  such  a  step.  But  it  is  true  on  the  other  hand, 
that  there  are  a  number  of  that  party  who  are  zealously  urging  the  members  of  that 
body  to  meet  on  the  4th  proximo,  and  enact  a  code  of  laws,  to  be  at  once  put  in. 
force  at  aU  hazards.  Now  should  this  policy  be  adopted  in  the  present  excitable 
state  of  the  country,  I  have  no  hesitation,  ixi  believing  that  it  would  produce  an  out- 
break more  fearful  by  far  in  its  consequences  than  any  we  have  heretofore  witne?sed- 
The  peace  and  quiet  which  now  prevail  throughout  the  whole  Territory  would  be 
destroyed  for  the  time  being,  and  the  whole  country  greatly  agitated.  These  unfor- 
tunate results  must  be  avoided,  if  possible.  I  need  not  say  to  you  that  if  this 
legislative  body  should  reassemble  on  the  41h  proximo,  that  those  within  and  without 
the  Territory  who  desire  to  bring  about  a  conflict  of  arms  between  the  two  parties, 
would  eagerly  avail  themselves  of  such  an  occasion  to  reorganize  their  military 
companies  and  commence  hostilities  against  their  political  opponents.  Indeed,  it 
is  impossible  to  doubt  that  if  this  body  meets,  enacts  laws  and  seeks  to  enforce 
them,  that  civil  war  will  be  the  inevitable  result.  Two  governments  cannot  exist  at 
one  and  the  same  time  in  this  Territory  in  practical  operation.  One  or  the  other 
must  be  overthrown,  and  the  struggle  between  the  equal  government  established  by 
Congress  and  that  by  the  Topeka  Constitution,  would  result  in  a  civil  war.  the  fearful 
consequences  of  which  no  one  can  foresee.  Should  this  body  reassemble  and  enact 
laws,  (and  they  can  have  no  other  object  iii  meeting,)  they  will  be  an  illegal  body, 
threatening  the  peace  of  the  whole  country,  and  therefore  should  be  dispersed. 

Their  meeting  together  as  legislators  and  enacting  or  attempting  to  enact  laws, 
will  be  in  direct  violation  of  an  express  statute.  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  23d  section,  at  page  280,  of  the  Territorial  Statutes.    That  section  provides: 

"That  if  any  person  shall  take  upon  himself  aay  office  or  public  trust  in  this  Territory,  and  ex- 
ercise any  power  tn  do  any  act  appertaining  to  siiefa  office  or  trust,  without  a  lawful  appointment  or 
deputation,  he  shall,  upon  couviction,  he  adjudged  ginlty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  punished  by  a  tine 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  not  exceeding  one  year."' 

It  will  not  be  claimed  that  the  members  of  this  so-called  Legislative  Assembly  have 
any  lawful  "appointment,"  or  "deputation"':  that  is,  that  they  were  elected  or  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  to  any  law.  The  organic  act  prescribes  the  mode  by  which  the 
members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  shall  be  elected.  &c.  There  is  no  pretense  that 
the  body  in  question  derives  its  power  or  its  existence  from  the  organic  act.  Ihese 
men  have  therefore  no  "lawful  appointment,"  and  if  they  exercise  the  functions  of 
legislators  within  this  Territory  they  violate  the  provisions  of  the  above-recited. act. 
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There  can  be  no  mistake,  therefore,  in  considering  them  an  illegal  body,  assuming 
the  oflice  of  legislators  in  tliis  Territory,  in  violation  of  law;  and  as  such,  when  the 
peace  and  tranquility  of  the  country  require  it.  as  they  obviously  do  in  this  case,  they 
should  be  dispersed. 

Should,  therefore,  this  pretended  legislative  body  meet  as  proposed,  you  will  dis- 
perse them,  peaceably  if  you  can,  forcibly  if  necessary.  Should  they  reassemble  at 
some  other  place,  or  at  the  same  place,  you  will  take  care  that  they  are  again  dis- 
persed. The  civil  authorities  will  be  instructed  to  cooperate  with  you.  if  it  is  foxind 
necessary,  in  order  to  break  up  this  illegal  body  and  to  institute  proceedings  against 
the  several  members  under  the  above  statute.  But  it  is  hoped  and  believed  that  no 
such  step  will  be  required. 

If  rumor  is  to  be  credited,  there  is  danger  that  armed  aggressive  parties  may  enter 
the  northern  part  of  the  Territory,  with  tke  view  of  sustaining  this  pretended  legis- 
lative body,  and  the  party  who  are  resisting  the  execution  of  the  Territorial  laws. 
Instructions  heretofore  given  and  by  which  you  have  been  governed  in  dispersing 
all  organized  bodies  of  armed  men,  threatening  the  peace  of  the  country,  are  appli- 
cable to  these  armed  aggressive  parties  from  the  north,  which,  should  they  enter  the 
Territory,  you  will  disperse,  and,  if  necessary  for  the  peace  and  security  of  the 
country,  disarm. 

Should  the  command  of  Col.  Cooke  be  necessary  to  be  called  out  in  my  absence, 
you  will  notify  Col.  Woodson  of  the  fact,  and  he  will  promptly  issue  his  requisicion 
as  acting  Governor,  upon  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  yours,  with  great  respect, 

(Signed)  Wilson  Shannon. 


Gov.  Shannon  to  Col.  Sumner: 

Executive  Office,  Lecompton,  K.  T..  June  23.  185>>- 

CoL.  Sumner -  ^SiV.'  Yours  of  this  instant  is  received.  I  am  just  packing  up  to 
start  for  St.  Louis.  It  is  impossible  for  me  at  this  time  to  make  the  new  arrance- 
ments  you  request  before  leaving.  I  do  hope  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  attend  in 
person  this  Topeka  Legislature.  I  feel  well  assured  that  they  will  not  be  able  to 
obtain  a  quorum  to  transact  business.  But  should  we  be  disappointed  in  this,  I  tMnk 
it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  that  you  should  be  present.  You  under- 
stand the  whole  matter,  and  can  do  move  with  these  people  than  anyone  else.  It 
will  be  exceeding  bad  policy  to  reduce  or  withdraw  either  of  the  regiments  in  this 
Territory.  It  is  only  the  presence  of  the  troops  in  the  country,  and  the  knowledge 
that  they  can  and  wUl  be  used,  if  occasion  requires  it,  that  keeps  the  country  qciet 
,a|  this  time.  I  will  write  the  President  and  so  state.  The  peace  and  quiet  of  this 
Territory  are  certainly  more  important  than  any  object  to  be  accomplished  by  Gen. 
Harney.  I  will  certainly  be  back  in  ten  days,  and  I  hope  at  least  no  chanc:e  will  be 
made  in  the  programme  until  I  return.  Should  such  be  the  case,  it  may  brin^:  on 
dithculties  from  which  it  will  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  extricate  the  country.  I  b^-^ 
of  you  to  make  no  change  until  I  return.  ' 

Yours  with  great  respect, 

(Signed)  Wilson  Shannon. 


June  24,  1856. —  Gov,  Shannon  left  Lecompton  yesterday  for  St.  Louis, 
^lis.-ouri,  on  otiicial  bu.siness,  expecting  to  be  absent  about  ten  days. 
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June  29,  1856. —  The  Secretary,  acting  as  Governor,  sends  tlie  following 
requisition  to  Col.  Gooke,  at  Fort  Riley : 

Executive  Office.  Lecompton,  K.  T..  June  29,  ISoG. 

Col.  P.  St.  George  Cooke,  Commandmrj  at  Fort  Riley,  K.  T. —  Sie:  information  bavinj^ 
been  received  at  this  office  that  large  numbers  of  armed  men  are  now  on  their  way 
to  Topeka,  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  bogus  Legislature,  which,  it  is  under- 
stood, wUl  attempt  to  meet  at  that  place  on  the  -ith  proximo,  enact  laws,  and  put  a 
new  government  into  practical  operation  in  lieu  of  the  existing  Territorial  Govern- 
ment established  by  act  of  Congress,  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  take  the 
field  at  once  with  all  your  available  forces,  and  scour  the  Country  between  Fott  Eiley 
and  the  crossing  opposite  Topeka.  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  said  armed  invasion 
of  the  Territory.  My  information  leads  me  to  believe  that  large  numbers  of  armed 
men  have  passed  through  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  and  thence  into  this  Territory,  pro- 
fessing to  be  ernigrants  to  the  Salt  Lake  valley,  some  of  whom  have  crossed  the  river 
above  Fort  Riley,  and  are  now  making  their  way  in  small  parties  towards  Topeka. 
whilst  others  are  wending  their  way  to  the  same  point,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Kan- 
sas river. 

I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  stationing  immediately  a  portion  of  your  com- 
mand at  all  the  principal  crossings  between  Fort  Riley  and  Topeka,  with  the  view  of 
intercepting  all  bodies  of  lawless  men  who  may  have  entered  the  Territory,  who 
should  invariably  be  disarmed  and  escorted  out  of  its  limits. 

There  has  been  an  indictment  found  by  the  grand  jury  of  Douglas  county  against 
James  H.  Lane  for  high  treason;  also  against  A.  H.  Reeder  for  a  like  olfense. 
Should  you,  therefore,  meet  with  them,  they  should  be  arrested  and  held  subject  to 
the  order  of  the  Marshal  of  the  Territory- 
All  bodies  of  insurgent  citizens,  or  armed  men  organized  outside  of  the  law. 
should  be  disarmed  and  dispersed.  This  is  deemed  indispensable  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  peace  and  the  tranquility  of  the  Territory. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  Dani..  Woodsox. 

Acting  Governor  of  Kajisas  Territory. 


Governor  Shannon  to  the  President: 

St.  Louis,  June  27,  185G. 

His  Excellency  Franklin  Pierce  —  Sie:  I  arrived  in  this  city  last  evening,  in  thirty 
hours  from  Kansas.  Col.  Sumner  has  returned  from  ^yestport,  on  the  ^lissouri  line. 
The  military  companies  that  had  entered  the  Territory  from  that  State  had  all  re- 
tired and  gone  home.  I  cannot  say  they  were  satisfied,  but  they  offered  no  resistance 
to  the  United  States  troops.  Col.  Buford's  company  had  crossed  the  line  and  were 
encamped  in  Missouri.  The  number  of  his  company  is  said  to  be  small,  and  will 
probably  break  up  their  military  organization  and  move  into  the  Territory  as  emi- 
grants. The  military  organizations  on  the  other  side  are  all  dispersed,  and  indeed 
there  are  not  at  this  time,  on  either  side,  any  armed  bodies  of  men  in  the  Territory, 
so  far  as  I  am  advised.  Those  engaged  or  preparing  to  engage  in  these  contests 
have  returned  to  their  respective  homes,  and  seem  to  be  engaged  in  the  peaceful  pur- 
suits of  life.  The  entire  success  of  the  policy  adopted  must  vindicate  it  before  the 
country,  and  recommend  its  continuance. 

Col.  Sumner  advises  me  that  his  regiment  is  subject  to  the  order  of  Gen.  Hariicy 
and  liable  to  be  called  away  at  any  time.  It  would  greatly  endanger  the  peace  of  tlie 
Territory  to  have  the  troops  now  withdrawn  from  their  various  stations  before 
others  were  substituted  in  their  places.  They  are  located  at  different  points  in  the 
•disturbed  district,  so  as  to  put  in  check  any  movement  that  may  be  made  on  either 
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side,  to  renew  the  troubles.  The  mere  presence  of  these  forces,  with  the  knowledge- 
that  they  are  authorized  to  act  promptly  in  dispersing  and  suppressing  all  illegal 
military  bodies,  has  the  effect  of  preventing  any  attempt  to  renew  the  contest  be- 
tween the  two  parties.  The  quiet  of  the  country  has  been  mainly  brought  about 
through  the  judicious  use  of  the  U.  S.  troops,  and  must  be  maintained,  at  least  for 
some  time  to  come,  by  the  same  means. 

Judging  from  what  I  see  in  the  public  prints,  there  is  some  danger  of  armed  bodies- 
of  men  entering  the  Territory  from  the  north,  with  views  hostile  to  the  peace  of  the 
country.  That  a  powerful  effort  is  being  made  in  certain  quarters  to  send  bodies 
of  armed  men  into  Kansas,  from  the  north,  is  beyond  doubt.  Ample  instructions 
have  been  given  to  Col.  Sumner  to  meet  all  such  bodies  of  men  as  soon  as  they  cross 
the  line,  and  to  disperse,  and,  if  necessary,  to  disarm  them.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  they  will  follow  the  example  set  by  the  armed  bodies  that  entered  the 
Territory  from  Missouri,  and  retire  peacefully  to  their  homes  or  settle  in  the  Terri- 
tory as  law-abiding  citizens.  Should  it  be  found  that  large  bodies  of  armed  mea 
are  preparing  to  enter  the  Territory  from  any  quarter,  it  may  be  prudent  to  increase 
the  military  force  in  the  Territory.  It  would  most  likely  have  the  effect  of  prevent- 
ing entirely  all  such  movements,  or  induce  those  engaged  in  them  to  lay  aside  their 
implements  of  death  and  warlike  views,  and  enter  the  country  as  bona  fide  immigrants. 

I  do  not  believe  the  Legislature  under  the  Free-State  Constitution  will  meet  on  the 
4th  of  July  next,  the  day  to  which  they  adjourned.  But  should  they  do  so,  and  at- 
tempt to  put  in  force  their  own  code  of  laws,  as  advocated  by  some  of  the  leading 
men  and  most  influential  papers  belonging  to  that  party,  it  would  result  in  the  most 
disastrous  consequences  to  the  peace  of  the  Territory.  In  case  they  should  meet, 
the  alternative  will  be  presented  either  to  run  tlie  hazard  of  these  consequences,  or 
disperse  this  illegal  body.  I  have  adopted  the  latter  alternative,  for  reasons  stated 
in  my  instructions  to  Col.  Sumner,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted,  and  to 
which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you.  Yours  with  great  respect, 

(Signed)  Wilson  Shannon. 


June  30,  1856.— Commission  issued  toAVm.  C.Webster,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  at  Coon  Point,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 


The  acting  Governor  to  Col.  Sumner: 

Executive  Office,  Lecompton,  K,  T.,  June  30,  1S5G. 

Col.  Sumneb  —  Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  28th  came  to  hand  last  evening.  There 
is  now  no  ground  to  doubt  that  the  bogus  Legislature  will  attempt  to  convene  on 
the  4:th  proximo,  at  Topeka,  and  the  most  extensive  preparations  are  being  made 
for  the  occasion.  The  country  in  the  vicinty  of  Topeka  is  represented  to  be  tilled 
with  strangers  who  are  making  their  way  towards  that  point  from  all  directions.  Last 
evening  I  received  information  through  a  gentleman  residing  in  Lawrence,  that  a 
dispatch  had  been  received  at  that  place  the  previous  night,  to  the  effect  that  Lane 
was  on  his  way  to  Topeka  with  a  very  large  force,  and  was  then  somewhere  between 
that  place  and  the  Nebraska  line. 

Upon  receiving  this  information.  I  sent  a  dispatch  to  Col.  Cooke,  requesting  him 
to  place  all  his  available  force  in  the  field  at  once,  and  scour  the  country  between 
Fort  Riley  and  Topeka,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  the  invaders  and  driving 
them  back. 

It  is  deemed  important  that  you  should  be  in  Topeka  in  person  with  at  least  two 
companies,  if  they  can  be  spared  from  other  points.    Judge  Cato  will  be  on  the 
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ground,  and  I  have  addressed  a  letter  to  the  District  Attorney,  Col.  A.  J.  Isacks,  re- 
questing him  to  come  over  at  once  and  attend  in  person  to  getting  out  the  neces- 
sary legal  process. 

With  sentiments,  of  esteem,  I  am,  very  respectfully  yours,  &c., 

Dxnjj.  Woodson, 
Aciing  Governor  K.  Territnnj. 

July  1,  1856. —  Commissions  issued  to  the  following-named  officers  of  a 
volunteer  company  in  Jefferson  county,  called  the  "Kentucky  Rangers:" 
To  L.  J.  Hampton,  Captain. 

Aug.  Shannon,  First  Lieutenant. 

David  Gray,  Second  Lieutenant. 


July  3,  1856. — The  following  letter  from  Col.  Sumner  was  received  by 
the  acting  Governor: 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry,  ) 
Camp  at  Topeka,  K.  T.,  July  2,  1856.  ) 
Dear  Sir:  I  would  be  glad  to  see  you  to-morrow,  with  Judge  Cato.  Col.  Isacks,  and 
Marshal  Donaldson. 

Bring  the  President's  and  the  Governor's  proclamations  and  my  instructions- 
under  them,  and  also  the  letter  of  the  Governor  about  the  Topeka  Legislature. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

(Signed)  E.  V.  Sumner, 

Colonel  First  Cavalry^  Commanding. 
D.  Woodson,  Esq.,  Acting  Governor  of  Kansas. 


July  4, 1856. — The  following  letter  from  Col.  Cooke  was  received  by  the 
Acting  Governor: 

Headquarters,  Fort  Riley,  K.  T.,  J uly  1st,  18.")G. 
Dear  Sir:  I  received  this  morning,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  your  requisition  for  mili- 
tary aid,  dated  June  29. 

At  3  o'clock  Brevet  Major  H.  H.  Sibley  marched  with  all  my  mounted  force,  one 
piece  of  artillery,  &c.  For  your  information,  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  his  special 
instructions.  It  will  enable  you  to  communicate  with  him,  or  the  officer  to  be  de- 
tached opposite  the  Santa  F^  road  ferry.  I  have  thought  it  best  that  he  should  go 
by  that  most  direct  road,  to  head  there  any  parties  which,  according  to  your  supposi- 
tion, may  be  descending  the  river  by  the  south  side. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obt.  svt., 

P.  Sr.  George  Cooke. 

Lt.  Col.  Dragoon.^, 

Danl.  Woodson,  Acting  Gov.  K.  T.,  Lecompton. 

The  Acting  Governor  to  ]Maj.  Sibley: 

In  Camp,  First  Cavalry,  at  Topeka.  K.  T..  ' 

July  4,  185G-— 6  o'clock  a.  m.  ^ 
Maj.H.H.  Sibley,  Second  Dragoons  — Sin:  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  march 
your  command  down  to  the  vicinity  of  Topeka  and  encamp  for  the  day,  just  a'n  vt* 
the  town.  Very  respectfully  yours,  Danl.  Woodson. 

Acting  Gov.  Kansas  JVrrito-y- 
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PROCLAMATION. 

By  the  Acting  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 

Whereas,  we  have  been  reliably  informed  that  a  number  of  persons  claiming  leg- 
islative powers  and  authority  over  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  are  about 
to  assemble  in  the  town  of  Topeka  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  a  code  of  laws  or 
of  exercising  other  legislative  functions,  in  violation  of  the  act  of  Congress  organiz- 
ing the  Territory  of  Kansas,  and  of  the  laws  adopted  in  pursuance  thereof;  and  it 
appearing  that  a  military  organization  exists  in  this  Territory  for  the  purpose  of 
sustaining  this  unlawful  legislative  movement,  and  thus  in  effect  to  "subvert  by  vio- 
lence all  present  constitutional  and  legal  authority;" 

And  whereas,  the  President  of  the  United  States  has,  by  proclamation  bearing 
■date  the  11th  February,  1856,  declared  that  "  any  such  plan  for  the  determination  of 
the  future  institutions  of  the  Territory,  if  carried  into  action,  will  constitute  the 
fact  of  insurrection,''  and  therein  commanded  '"all  persons  engaged  in  such  unlaw- 
ful combinations  against  the  constituted  authority  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  or 
of  the  United  States  to  disperse  and  retire  peaceably  to  their  respective  abodes;" 

And  whereas,  satisfactory  evidence  exists  that  said  proclamation  of  the  President 
has  been  disregarded  by  the  persons  and  combinations  above  referred  to: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Daniel  Woodson,  acting  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas, 
\>y  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  law.  and  in  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  proc- 
lamation of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  end  of  upholding  the  legal 
and  constitutional  authority  of  the  Territory,  and  of  preserving  the  public  peace 
and  tranquility,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  forbidding  all  persons  claiming 
legislative  powers  and  authority  as  aforesaid  from  assembling,  organizing,  or  at- 
tempting to  organize  or  act  in  any  legislative  capacity  whatever,  under  the  penalties 
attached  to  all  willful  violations  of  the  laws  of  the  land  and  disturbers  of  the  peace 
and  tranquility  of  the  country, 
r  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  hand  and  caused  to 

be  affixed  the  seal  of  the  Territory,  this  fourth  day  of  July,  1856.  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty-first.  Danl.  Woodson, 

Acting  Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

To  this  proclamation  Col.  Sumner  attached  the  following: 
The  proclamation  of  the  President,  and  the  orders  under  it,  require  me  to  sustain 
the  Executive  of  this  Territory  in  executing  the  laws  and  preserving  the  peace.  I 
therefore  hereby  announce  that  I  shall  maintain  this  proclamation  at  all  hazards. 

E.  V.  SUMNEB, 

Col.  First  Cavalry,  Command in{f. 

July  7,  1856. —  The  acting  Governor  made  the  following  requisition 
upon  Major  Sedgwick,  of  the  U.  S.  Army: 

Lkcompton,  Kansas  Ty.,  Executive  Office,  July  7,  1856. 
Major  Sedgwick  —  Sir:  Deputy  Marshal  AVm.  P.  Fain  having  made  application 
to  me  for  a  posse  to  enable  him  to  execute  a  number  of  legal  writs  which  have  been 
placed  in  his  hands,  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  furnish  him  with  a  small  de- 
tachment for  that  purpose. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  Danl.  W^oodson,  Acting  Gov.  Kansas  Ty. 


Jtly  8,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  James  P.  Fox,  Major  of  Second 
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Regiment,  Second  Brigade,  Southern  Division,  Kansas  Militia.    Also,  com- 
missions issued  to  the  following-named  otiicers  of  the  same  regiment: 
To  John  E.  Brown,  Captain  First  Volunteer  Company,  Riflemen. 

Asbury  C.  Bradford,  First  Lieutenant,  same  company. 

William  Elliott,  Second  Lieutenant,  same  company. 

Calvin  M.  ]McDaniel,  Captain  Company  A,  First  Company  of  Infantry. 

James  E.  AVatkins,  First  Lieutenant,  same  company. 

A.  H.  Smith,  Second  Lieutenant,  same  company. 

Lee  Love,  Captain  Company  B,  Second  Infantry  Company. 

Henry  Adkins,  First  Lieutenant,  same  company. 

John  G.  Case,  Second  Lieutenant,  same  company. 

James  W.  Howell,  Captain  Company  C,  Third  Company  of  Infantry. 

Philip  Copple,  First  Lieutenant,  same  company. 

James  E.  Laughlin,  Second  Lieutenant,  same  company. 

Commission  issued  to  James  S.  Barbee,  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  County  Com- 
missioners for  the  county  of  Allen;  also  to  the  following-named  officei*s  of 
the  same  county : 

To  A.  W.  J.  Brown,  Probate  Judge,  vice  Chas.  Passmore,  deceased. 
James  Johnson,  Sheriff. 
C.  B.  Houston,  County  Surveyor. 
H.  D.  Parsons,  Coroner. 
H.  H.  Haywars,  County  Treasurer. 
G.  J.  Morriss,  County  Assessor. 

Hiram  Cable,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Township  No.  1. 
R.  Fuqua,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Township  No.  1. 
William  Sater,  Constable  for  Township  No.  1. 
John  Dunwoody,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Township  No.  2. 
William  Avery,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Township  No.  2. 
Ozias  Owen,  Constable  for  Township  No.  2. 

Commissions  issued  to  the  following-named  officers  of  the  county  of 
Allen : 

To  Elias  Copeland,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Township  No.  3. 

Thos.  H.  Bashaw,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Township  No.  3. 

John  Brady,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Township  No.  3. 
Commission  issued  to  Wm.  Blankenbaker,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  John- 
son township,  in  the  county  of  Linn. 


Ji'LY  9, 1856. — ^Commissions  issued  to  Calmore  L.  Newman,  Constable  of 
Wayne  township,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan,  vice  Saunders,  resigned. 

Commission  issued  to  Henry  Wingfield,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Rus- 
sell township,  in  the  county  of  Bourbon. 
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July  19,  1856. —  Commissions  issued  to  the  follo^Ying-named  officers,  in 
the  county  of  Franklin : 

To  Ambrose  B.  Eperson,  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners. 

Thomas  Merwin,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Pottawatomie  township. 

James  Carter,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  County  Seat  township. 

Reuben  Hacket,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Turkey  Creek  township. 

Daniel  Keezer,  Constable  for  Turkey  Creek  township. 

Buel  Baker,  Sheriff,  vice  R.  Goldin,  resigned. 

Samuel  M.  Robertson,  Probate  Judge,  vice  John  Yocum,  removed 

from  the  county. 
Hiram  Howard,  County  Commissioner. 


July  25,  1856. —  Commissions  issued  to  the  following-named  officers  in 
Kentucky  township,  Jefferson  county : 
To  Wm.  F.  Bayne,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

David  S.  Grey,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Vitus  Fielding,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Willis  G.  Steele,  Constable. 


July  25,  1856.  —  Commissions  issued  to  the  following-named  officers  in 
Douglas  county : 

To  William  P.  Fain,  County  Assessor. 

James  E.  Thompson,  Constable  for  the  township  of  Lecompton. 
Robert  C.  Bishop,  Constable  for  the  township  of  Lecompton. 
Commission  issued  to  William  P.  Hicklin,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Te- 
cumseh  township,  in  the  county  of  Shawnee. 

July  26,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Tulley  Gilreath,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  Deer  Creek  township,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 


July  28,1856. —  Commission  issued  to  James  Adkins,  Third  Lieutenant 
of  the  *'Kickapoo  Rangers,"  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth,  vice  M.  Pierce 
Rively,  resigned. 

Commissions  issued  to  the  following  officers  of  the  "Palmetto  Ritles,"  a 
volunteer  company  in  the  county  of  Atchison : 
To  Robert  D.  White,  Captain. 
A.  ]\Iorrall,  First  Lieutenant. 
Wm.  H.  Grierson,  Second  Lieutenant. 
Chas.  B.  Buist,  Third  Lieutenant. 
Commission   issued   to  William  J.  Barnes,  Captain  Fii-st  Company 
Mounted  Riflemen,  Volunteers,  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Southern  Division, 
Kansas  Militia. 
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Commission  issued  to  Andrew  J.  Francis,  Notary  Public  for  the  county 
of  Jeffei-son. 

Commission  issued  to  Thomas  Reynolds,  Notary  Public  for  the  county 
of  Riley;  also,  to  Mack  Andrews,  Notary  Public  for  the  county  of  Leaven- 
worth. 


July  28,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Frederick  J.  Thibault,  Commis- 
sioner of  Deeds  for  Kansas  Territory  in  the  State  of  California. 


August  5,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Fox  Booth,  County  Commis- 
sioner for  the  county  of  Riley. 

Commission  issued  to  Nathan  Adams,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  ' 
of  Jefferson. 

Commission  issued  to  H.  T.  Titus,  Colonel  Second  Regiment,  Southern 
Division,  Kansas  Militia,  vice  Geo.  W.  Johnson,  removed  from  the  Territory. 


August  6,  1856. —  Newcomb  J.  Ireland  commissioned  Probate  Judge  of 
the  county  of  Atchison,  vice  James  A.  Headly,  resigned. 

Commission  issued  to  F.  G.  Palmer,  County  Surveyor  for  the  county  of 
Atchison. 


August  13,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  A.  P.  Walker,  Quartermaster 
Second  Regiment,  Southern  Division,  Kansas  Militia. 

August  18,  1856. —  Governor  Shannon  this  day  resigned  the  office  of 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  and  forwarded  his  resignation  by  mail 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  having  previously  visited  the  town 
of  Lawrence,  at  the  imminent  hazard  of  his  life,  and  eifected  the  release  of 
Col.  H.  T.  Titus  and  others,  who  had  been  forcibly  taken  there  by  the  armed 
organization  of  outlaws  whose  headquarters  are  at  that  place,  and  who  had 
on  the  day  before  battered  down  with  artillery  the  house  of  said  Col.  Titus, 
robbed  his  premises  of  everything  valuable,  and  then  burned  his  house  to 
the  ground,  killing  one  of  his  companions,  and  taking  the  remainder,  with 
Col.  Titus  and  their  plunder,  to  their  fortified  headquarters  —  Lawrence  — 
at  which  place  said  Titus  was  put  on  trial  for  his  life,  and  sentenced  to  die; 
which  sentence  would  doubtless  have  been  executed,  but  for  the  timely  in- 
terposition of  Governor  vShannon,  who,  in  consideration  of  the  release  of 
said  Titus  and  his  companions,  consented  to  release  jive  wie/i  held  in  custody 
in  Lecompton  under  legal  process,  charged  with  being  engaged  in  the  late 
midnight  attack  and  sacking  of  the  town  of  Franklin  —  the  outlaws  having 
peremptorily  refused  to  release  said  Titus  and  others,  upon  his  demand  as 
the  executive  officer  of  the  Territory. 
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August  21, 1856. — The  following  dispatch  from  Major  General  Wm.  P. 
Richardson,  of  the  Northern  Division,  Kansas  ^Militia,  addressed  to  Gov- 
ernor vShannon,  was  received  by  the  acting  Governor: 

Headquakters,  Whitehead,  Doniphax  Coun'tt,  ) 
Kansas  Teekitoby,  August  20,  1S56.  ) 
His  Excellency  Wilsoyi  Shannon  —  Sik:  Having  received  from  various  sources  infor- 
matioii  that  could  not  be  doubted,  that  General  Lane  had  recruited  a  large  military 
force  in  the  free  States  and  marched  them  into  the  Territory  of  Kansas  with  the 
avowed  object  of  setting  at  defiance  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  and  being  fully  satis- 
fied in  my  own  mind  that  such  an  army  of  armed  men  greatly  endangered  the  peace 
and  quiet,  if  not  the  lives  of  our  citizens,  and  wishing  to  preserve  peace  and  qniet 
and  give  every  assurance  in  my  power  that  law  should  [be]  preserved  and  all  of  our 
citizens  protected  in  all  their  rights  of  persons  and  property  to  the  full  extent  of  the 
power  vested  in  me  by  law,  I  did,  on  the  18th  instant,  issue  my  orders  to  the  officers 
commanding  the  militia  in  my  military  division  to  assemble  the  militia  under  their 
respective  commands  forthwith,  and  report  to  me  on  this  day  at  headquarters  at 
Whitehead,  in  Doniphan  county. 

I  await  your  commands  in  regard  to  the  disposition  and  employment  of  the  troops 
thus  assembled.  Very  respectfully,  <tc., 

(Signed)  W^m.  P.  PacHAEDSON. 

Maj.  General  X.  D.  K.  M. 

The  acting  Governor  to  Major  General  Wm.  P.  Richardson: 
Genebal  Oedee,  No.  1.] 

Lecompton,  K.  Teekitoex,  Executive  Office,  Aug.  21,  1856. 

Maj.  General  Wm.  P.  Richardson.  Nor.  Div.  Kansas  Militia  —  Sib:  Your  dispatch  of 
the  20th  inst.,  communicating  the  fact  that  you  had,  in  pursuance  of  law,  (Kan.  Stat., 
cha.  110,  sec.  26,)  ordered  out  the  militia  of  your  division,  to  repel  the  present 
ruthless  invasion  of  the  Territory  by  armed  mobs  from  distant  States,  has  this 
moment  been  received,  and  is  approved. 

General  Marshall,  of  the  First  Brigade,  should  be  ordered  to  intercept  the  invaders 
coming  in  through  Nebraska.  He  should  have  a  force  of  not  less  than  300  mounted 
men,  or  more,  if  you  deem  it  desirable,  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  if  you  can  spare 
it.  You  will  in  person  report  to  this  office,  with  the  remainder  of  your  command,  at 
the  earliest  practicable  day. 

In  all  your  orders,  the  most  rigid  instructions  should  be  given  to  protect  the 
persons  and  property  of  all  peaceable,  unoffending  citizens.,  regardless  of  party  distinc- 
tions or  political  differences  of  opinion.  We  are  not  warring  against  the  political  senti- 
ments of  men,  but  against  lawless  bands  of  ruthless  invaders,  outlaws,  and  traitors. 
No  one's  house  should  be  destroyed  unless  undoubted  evidence  exists  that  it  is  used  as 
a  fort  or  arsenal  for  the  subversion  of  'the  existing  Territorial  Government,  or  for 
other  equally  lawless  purposes,  in  which  event  it  properly  becomes  subject  to  con- 
fiscation. 

Col.  Payne  of  the  First  Regiment  Second  Brigade,  has  already  been  ordered  to 
move  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  this  place,  with  all  his  enrolled  forces. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  Danl.  Woodson. 

Acting  Governor.,  Kansas  Ty. 

The  acting  Governor  to  Major  General  A.  M.  Coffey: 

Lecompton,  K.  Teeeitoby,  Executive  Office,  Aug.  21,  1S'>6. 
Geneeal  Obdeb.  No.  1.] 

Major  General  Coffey.  So.  Die.  Kan.  Militia  —  Sie:  It  appearing  that  the  Territory 
is  invaded  by  armed  bands  of  lawless  men  from  distant  States,  who,  in  conut  ction 


EXECUTIVE  MINUTES. 


13:^ 


with  combinations  of  men  not  less  lawless  heretofore  residing  in  the  Territory,  are 
now  openly  resisting  the  legal  authorities  of  the  Territory  and  killing  and  plunder- 
ing at  will  the  law-abiding  citizens  thereof,  you  are  hereby  commanded  to  take  the 
field  at  once  with  your  entire  division  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  peace  and  quiet 
and  maintaining  the  supremacy  of  the  laws. 

Your  division  will  rendezvous  at  or  near  to  the  town  of  Palmyra,  in  the  county 
of  Douglas,  and  you  will  report  tlie  fact  at  once  to  this  office. 

You  will  also  station  detachments  of  your  command  at  such  exposed  points  as 
you  may  deem  advisable  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  lives  and  property  of  all 
law-abiding  citizens;  and  in  all  your  orders  the  most  rigid  instructions  should  be 
given  to  protect  the  persons  and  property  of  all  peaceable,  laiv-abiding  citizens,  regard- 
less of  party  distinctions  or  political  differences  of  opinion.  We  are  not  warring  against 
the  political  sentiments  of  men,  but  against  lawless  bauds  of  ruthless  invaders,  out- 
laws and  traitors.  No  man's  house  should  be  destroyed  unless  undoubted  evidence 
exists  that  it  is  used  as  a  fort  or  arsenal  for  the  subversion  of  the  existing  Territorial 
Government  or  for  other  equally  lawless  purposes,  in  which  event  it  properly  be- 
comes subject  to  confiscation. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  Danx.  Woodsox, 

Acting  Gov.  Kansas  Territory. 


August  25,  1856. —  The  acting  Governor  issued  the  following 

PROCLAMATION  : 

Whereas,  Siltisfactory  evidence  exists  that  the  Territory  of  Kansas  is  infested 
with  large  bodies  of  armed  men.  many  of  whom  have  just  arrived  from  the  States? 
combined  and  confederated  together,  and  amply  supplied  with  all  the  munitions  and 
implements  of  war,  under  the  direction  of  a  common  head,  with  a  thorough  military 
organization,  who  have  been  and  are  still  engaged  in  murdering  at  will  the  law-abid- 
ing citizens  of  the  Territory;  driving  them  from  their  homes  and  compelling  them 
to  flee  to  the  States  for  protection;  capturing  and  holding  others  as  prisoners  of 
war;  plundering  them  of  their  property  and  burning  down  their  houses:  and  even, 
robbing  United  States  Post  Office  and  the  local  militia  of  the  arms  furnished  them 
by  the  Government,  in  open  defiance  and  utter  contempt  of  the  laws  of  the  Terri- 
tory, or  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary authority  thereof  —  all  for  the  purpose  of  subverting  by  force  and  violence  the 
Government  established  by  law  of  Congress  in  this  Territory: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Daniel  Woodson,  Acting  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas, 
do  hereby  issue  this  my  proclamation,  declaring  the  said  Territory  to  be  in  a  state 
of  open  insurrection  and  rebellion;  and  I  do  hereby  call  upon  all  law-abiding  citi- 
zens of  the  Territory  to  rally  to  the  support  of  their  country  and  its  laws,  and  re- 
quire and  command  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  and  all  other  citizens  of  the 
Territory,  to  aid  and  assist  by  all  means  in  their  power  in  putting  down  the  insur- 
rectionists, and  in  bringing  to  condign  punishment  all  persons  engaged  with  them: 
to  the  end  of  assuring  immunity  from  violence,  and  full  protection  to  the  persons, 
property  and  all  civil  rights  of  all  peaceable  and  law-abiding  inhabitants  of  the  Ter- 
ritory. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caxised  to  be  affixed 
L  SEAL. J  ^^^^  seal  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  Done  at  the  city  of  Lecompton,  this 
25th  day  of  August,  1856,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 
first.  Danl.  Woodson, 

Acting  Gov.  Kansas  Territory. 
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August  28,  1856. —  The  acting  Governor  makes  the  following  requisition 
upon  Lt.  Col.  Cooke  for  U.  S.  troops : 

Lecompton,  Kansas  Tekbitoey,  Executive  Ofeice.  x\ugust  28.  1856. 
Lt.  Col.  Cooke..  Commanding  U.S.  Troops,  near  Lecompton  —  Sik:  The  Marshal  of  the 
Territory  and  the  sheriff  of  Douglas  county,  having  ofHcially  reported  to  me  that 
they  are  unable  to  execute  certain  legal  writs  which  have  been  placed  in  their  hands. 
I  have  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  them  with  a  sufficient  posse  from  your  com- 
mand ( say  seventy-five  men )  to  enable  them  to  execute  said  writs. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Danl.  Woodson,  Acting  Gov.  Kansa.^  Ty. 


The. acting  Governor  to  Maj.  Gen.  Richardson: 

Lecompton,  K.  T.,  Executive  Office,  August  30,  1S.56. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  P.  Richardson.  N.  D.  K.  Militia  —  Siii:  Your  command  will  proceed 
to  occupy  the  country  between  Leavenworth  and  Lawrence,  approaching  at  or  as 
near  to  the  latter  place  as  may  be  deemed  advisable,  with  the  view  of  preventing 
Lane's  escape  on  the  north  side. 

Gen.  Coffey  has  been  directed  to  proceed  without  delay  to  or  near  to  Lawrence. 
Apprehensive  that  the  order  to  Gen.  Coffey  may  be  intercepted,  you  will  cause  a  copy 
-of  this  order  to  be  dispatched  to  him  at  once  from  your  command. 

Very  respectfully, 

Danl.  Woodson,  Acting  Gov.  Kansas  Ty. 

The  acting  Governor  to  Major  General  A.  Coffey: 

Executive  Office,  Lecompton.  K.  T.,  August  30,  IS.Vj. 
Major  General  A.  M.  Coffey,  S.D.K.  Militia  —  Sir:  You  are  hereby  directed  to  move 
at  the  earliest  practicable  moment  in  the  direction  of  Lawrence.  Major  General 
Kichardson  has  been  directed  to  place  his  command  on  the  north  side  of  Kansas 
■river,  at  or  near  to  the  ferry  at  Lawrence.  Understanding  that  reinforcements  to 
Lane  are  constantly  coming  in  on  the  north  side,  it  is  important  that  he  should  be 
routed  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Danli.  Woodson,  Acting  Gov.  Kansas  Ty. 


August  31,1856. —  Commissions  issued  to  the  following-named  officers  of 
a  volunteer  company  organized  in  the  neighborhood  of  Hickory  Point,  Jef- 
ferson county,  called  "Jefferson  Rangers": 
To  Byran  Brinter,  Captain. 

John  Wilson,  First  Lieutenant. 
H.  A.  Lowe,  Second  Lieutenant. 
Richard  Chandler,  Third  Lieutenant. 


September  1,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  L.  M.  Ayre,  Lt.  Colonel 
First  Regiment,  First  Brigade,  Northern  Division,  Kansas  Militia. 

Commissions  issued  to  the  followinoj-named  officers  of  the  Fourth  Rcp-i- 

~  to 

ment,  Northern  Division,  Kansas  ^lilitia: 
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To  J.  J.  Clarkson,  Colonel  of  the  Kegiment. 
J.  W.  Dargan,  ^lajor  of  the  Kegiment. 
H.  C.  Dunn,  Captain  of  the  ''Union  Guards.'' 
A.  B.  Miller,  Captain  of  the  "Southern  Rangers." 
Jesse  Connell,  Captain  of  the  "  Round  Prairie  Guards." 
I).  G.  Fleming,  Captain  of  the  "Coote  Guards."  .  * 

'  D.  R.  Hollingsworth,  Captain  of  the  "Delaware  Company." 

The  acting  Governor  to  Maj.  General  Richardson  and  Maj.  General 
Coffey: 

Geneeal  Oedee,  No.  2.] 

Lecomptox,  K.  T.,  Executive  Office,  Sept.  1,  1856. 
Maj.  General  Wm.  P.  Richardson,  Nor.  Dir.  Kan.  Militia  —  Sie:  Your  particular  at- 
tention is  called  to  the  following  clause  in  General  Order  No.  1,  issued  from  this  office 
on  the  21st  August: 

"In  all  yonr  order?,  the  most  rigid  instructions  should  be  given  id  protect  the  persons  and  property  of 
all  peaceable,  toiojftnding  citizens,  regardless  of  party  distinctions  or  political  differences  of  opinion.  We  are 
not  warring  against  the  political  sentiments  of  men,  but  against  lawless  bands  of  ruthless  invaders* 
outlaws,  and  traitors.  No  one's  house  should  be  destroyed  unless  undoubted  evidence  exists  that  it  is 
used  as  a  fori  or  arsenal  for  the  subversion  of  the  existing  Territorial  Government,  or  for  other  equally 
lawless  purposes,  in  which  event  it  properly  becomes  subject  to  confiscation." 

It  is  absolutely  indispensable  that  this  order  should  be  most  rigidly  enforced,  and 
all  violations  of  it  subjected  to  the  severest  penalties.  Whenever  houses  are  condemned 
as  forts  or  arsenals,  orders  should  be  regularly  issued  to  have  them  pulled  or  knocked 
down.  In  no  case  should  the  torch  be  applied.  The  application  of  the  torch  is  dis- 
graceful to  the  age,  and  must  not  be  tolerated.  . 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Danl.  Woodson,  Acting  Gov.  Kansas  Ty. 

A  copy  of  this  order  was  forwarded  on  the  same  day  to  iMajor  General 
A.  M.  Coffey,  of  the  Southern  Division,  Kansas  Militia. 

REPORT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATUS  MARSHAL. 

U.  S.  MabshA'l's  Office,  Lecompton,  K.  T.,  Sept.  1,  1856. 
Daniel  Woodson.,  Esq.,  Acting  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  —  Sie:  In  conse- 
quence of  the  arrival  in  this  Territory  of  a  large  number  of  armed  men-  said  to  be  con- 
trolled by  Col.  Ja7xies  H.  Lane,  who  have  been  almost  continually  engaged  in  driving  our 
citizens  from  the  Territory,  robbing  and  burning  their  houses,  and  killing  all  who 
were  obnoxious  to  or  resisted  them,  I  am  constrained  to  report  that  the  ordinary 
course  of  judicial  proceedings  and  the  power  vested  in  me  as  United  States  Marshal 
for  this  Territory,  are  wholly  inadequate  for  the  supjoression  of  the  insurrectionary 
combinations  now  known  to  exist  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  Territory,  unless 
I  should  call  out  a  posse  consisting  of  the  strength  of  the  entire  Territory,  a  call 
which  seems  not  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  President,  as  will  be  per- 
ceived by  reference  to  his  dispatch  to  Col.  E.  V.  Sumner,  of  the  23d  of  May  last;  and 
if  this  extreme  measure  should  now  be  resorted  to,  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether 
under  existing  circumstances  it  could  be  made  effective  in  arresting  and  driving 
back  the  armed  men  that  have  already  entered  and  are  daily  entering  this  Territory, 
murdering  and  robbing  the  peaceable  settlers  of  the  country,  sparing  nothing  unless 
cnustraincd  by  motives  of  policy-ior  fear,  thereby  rendering  it  impossible  for  the 
law-abiding  citizens,  however  patriotic,  to  respond  to  the  call  of  their  country  for 
their  services,  each  one  being  impelled  by  every  consideration  that  is  sacred  or  dear 
10 
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to  man  to  remain  at  home,  to  defend  the  lives  of  their  families  from  these  rnthless^ 
invaders. 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  danger  that  is  now  menacing  the  lives  and  liberties  of 
our  citizens,  and  the  total  subversion  of  all  law,  both  Federal  and  Territorial,  I  have 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  foregoing  statement,  in 
order  that  you  may  take  such  action  as  you  may  think  advisable  to  restore  peace  and 
quiet  to  this  distracted  Territory. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  I.  B.  Donajlbson, 

U.  S.  Marshal  far  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 

Requisition  of  the  acting  Governor  upon  Col.  Cooke,  commanding  U.  S. 
Dragoons : 

Lecompton,  K.  T.,  Executive  Office,  September  1, 1856. 

Lt.  Col.  P.  St.  George  Cooke  —  Sie:  The  U.  S.  Marshal  for  this  Territory  having  of- 
ficially reported  to  this  office  that  the  "ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings  and 
powers  vested  in  him  as  U.  S.  Marshal  are  wholly  inadequate  for  the  suppression  of 
the  insurrectionary  combinations  now  known  to  exist  through  the  whole  extent  of 
the  Territory,"  it  becomes  my  duty  as  the  acting  Executive  to  make  a  requisition 
upon  you  for  your  entire  command,  or  such  portion  of  it  as  may  in  your  judgment 
be  consistently  detached  from  their  ordinary  duty,  to  aid  me  in  suppressing  these 
insurrectionary  combinations  and  invasive  aggressions  against  the  organized  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 

Your  command,  or  such  part  of  it  as  you  may  deem  necessary,  will  therefore  pro- 
ceed at  the  earliest  moment  to  invest  the  town  of  Topeka,  disarm  all  the  insurrec- 
tionists or  aggressive  invaders  against  the  organized  Government  of  the  Territory 
to  be  found  at  or  near  that  point,  leveling  to  the  ground  all  their  breastworks,  forts  or 
fortifications,  keep  the  head  men  or  leaders  in  close  confinement,  and  all  persons 
found  in  arms  against  the  Government  as  prisoners,  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
Marshal  of  the  Territory. 

It  is  very  desirable  to  intercept  the  invaders  on  the  road  known  as  *■  Lane's  trail,*" 
leading  from  the  Nebraska  line  to  Topeka.  If,  therefore,  your  force  is  large  enough 
to  admit  of  it,  a  detachment  should  be  stationed  on  that  road,  with  orders  to  intercept 
all  "aggressive  invaders  against  the  organized  Government  of  the  Territory"  that 
may  make  their  appearance.    Very  respectfully  yours, 

Danl.  Woodson,  Acting  Gov.  Kansas  Territory. 

Col.  Cooke  to  the  acting  Governor: 

Headquaetebs,  Camp  neak  Lecompton,  K.  T.,  ) 
September  2,  1856  — 6  a.  m.  \ 

To  His  Excellency  Acting  Governor  Danl.  Woodson,  Lecompton.,  K.  T. —  Sik:  I  re- 
ceived last  night  your  letter  of  September  1st,  informing  me  that  the  Marshal  of  the 
Territory  had  otRcially  reported  to  you  that  "the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  pro- 
ceedings and  the  powers  vested  in  him  as  U.  S.  Marshal  are  wholly  inadequate  for 
the  suppression  of  the  insurrectionary  combinations  known  to  exist  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Territory,"  and  you  therefore  make  requisition  to  aid  you  in 
suppressing  these  insurrectionary  combinations  and  aggressive  invasions,"  by  march- 
ing to  "invest  the  town  of  Topeka,"  "disarming  all  insurrectionists  or  aggressive  in- 
vaders," "  retaining  them  as  prisoners  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Marshal,"  and  to 
level  to  the  ground  all  breastworks,  &c. 

Since  my  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  February  15th,  I  am  instructed 
by  a  letter  from  the  Adjutant  General  to  Col.  Sumner,  dated  26th  March,  185G,  in  re- 
lation to  the  course  to  be  pursued  towards  armed  bodies  coming  into  the  Territoryv 
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that  "  it  is  only  when  an  armed  resistance  is  offered  to  the  laws  and  against  the  peace 
and  qniet  of  the  Territory,  and  when  under  such  circumstances  a  requisition  for  a 
military  force  is  made  upon  the  commanding  officer,  by  the  authority  specified  in 
his  instructions,  that  he  is  empowered  to  act." 

I  am  further  instructed  by  General  Smith,  August  28,  1856,  that  if  it  should  come 
to  my  knowledge  that  either  side  is  moving  upon  the  other  with  a  view  to  attack, 
it  will  become  my  duty  to  observe  their  movements  and  prevent  such,  hostile  colli- 
sions. But  it  will  not  be  within  the  province  of  the  troops  to  interfere  with  persons 
who  may  have  com*  from  a  distance  to  give  protection  to  their  friends  or  others, 
and  who  may  be  behaving  themselves  in  a  peaceable  and  lawful  manner.  And  further, 
"  to  make  every  exertion  in  my  power,  with  the  force  under  my  orders,  to  preserve 
the  peace  and  prevent  bloodshed." 

It  is  evident,  both  under  the  laws  and  my  instructions,  that  the  last  resort  —  the 
effusion  of  the  blood  of  the  citizens  by  the  military  power,  must  be  induced  by  a 
special  act  of  resistance  to  the  civil  officer  in  the  execution  of  his  legal  duty  when 
assisted  by  that  power.  In  no  case  yet,  has  the  Marshal  of  the  Territory,  thus  aided, 
been  resisted.  No  specification  of  resistance  by  the  people  of  Topeka  is  made  in 
your  requisition;  nor  is  my  aid  asked  to  assist  the  Marshal  in  the  execution  there  of 
any  law,  or  the  process  of  any  court.  It  is  simply  a  call  upon  me  to  make  war  upon 
the  town  of  Topeka  —  to  '"invest"  it,  make  "prisoners,"  "level  defenses." 

Your  request  that  I  should  station  troops  on  "Lane's  trail,"  "to  intercept  aggress- 
ive invaders,"  would  be  clearly  inconsistent  with  my  last  instructions,  "not  to  inter- 
fere with  persons  who  have  come  from  a  distance,"  &c.,  as  well  as  those  of  the  26th 
March. 

In  my  best  judgment  I  cannot  comply  with  your  call.  If  the  army  be  useless  in 
the  present  unhappy  crisis,  it  is  because  in  our  constitution  and  laws,  civil  war  was 
not  foreseen;  nor  the  contingency  of  a  systematic  resistance  by  the  people  to  gov- 
ernments of  their  own  creation,  and  which  at  short  intervals  they  may  regularly 
correct  or  change. 

Your  letter  will  be  forwarded  by  express  to  Major  General  Smith,  for  his  considera- 
tion and  action.  With  great  respect,  I  am,  your  obt.  svt., 

(Signed)  P.  St.  Geo.  Cooke, 

Lt.  Col.  Second  Dragoons^  Commanding, 


COREESPONDENCE. 

Laweence,  Kansas,  Sept.  2,  1856. 
To  His  Excellency  D.  Woodson  and  Col.  Cooke  —  Genti>emen:  It  cannot  be  unknown 
to  you  that  large  bodies  of  armed  Missourians  are  now  invading  our  Territory, 
threatening  to  drive  out  every  family  that  differs  from  them  politically,  and  in  many 
instances  murdering  in  cold  blood  our  most  esteemed  citizens,  and  burning  their 
dwellings  without  the  least  provocation.  Last  Saturday  about  200  of  these  outlaws 
entered  Osawatomie,  cannonaded  and  burnt  it  to  the  ground,  sparing  only  two  or 
three  buildings  belonging  to  the  Pro-Slavery  men  —  shot  Frederick  Brown  through 
the  heart  while  walking  peaceably  through  the  streets  about  sunrise.  Then  a  part  of 
them  left  for  Ottawa  Jones's,  and  burnt  his  house  to  the  ground,  and  passed  on  to- 
wards Lecompton;  while  another  portion  went  to  Prairie  City  and  charged  upon  a 
house,  but  were  repulsed,  when  they  retired  back  to  Bull  creek.  Yesterday  mornings 
we  are  reliably  informed,  a  Free-State  prisoner  was  murdered  in  their  camp  at  Bull 
creek,  which  has  been  made  their  general  rendezvous  for  several  days.  This  party 
recently  came  into  tVie  Territory  in  warlike  array  from  Little  Santa  Fe;  and  at  the 
earnest  solicitation  of  the  settlers  about  Prairie  City  a  force  of  Free-State  men 
marched  upon  them  Sunday,  when  they  rapidly  retreated  towards  Missouri. 
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Other  parties  of  a  similar  character  have  been  molesting  the  citizens  north  of  the 
Kansas,  on  the  Stranger  and  Grasshopper,  and  we  learn  that  these  parties  have  now 
concentrated  in  Lecompton:  that  they  burnt  the  house  of  Mr.  Snider  Sundav  evening, 
and  other  buildings  in  the  vicinity,  and  that  the  peace  of  the  entire  community  is 
threatened  by  these  marauders.  In  accordance  with  the  authority  vested  in  you,  re- 
spectively, we  ask  of  you  to  remove  or  disperse  them  without  delay,  and  thereby 
secure  the  mutual  peace  and  harmony  of  our  people. 

In  behalf  of  the  Kansas  State  Central  Committee.  Wir.  Hutchinson. 

H.  MlI.ES  MOOEE. 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  was  penned,  four  other  houses  have  been  burned,  on  and 
near  the  California  road,  by  the  same  party  from  Lecompton.  W.  H. 

Lecompton,  Kansas  Teeeitory,  Executive  Office,  Sept.  3,  1856. 

To  Messrs.  Wm.  Hutchinson  and  H.  Miles  Mooi-e.  heJialf  of  the  Kansas  State 
Central  Committee^' — Gentlemen:  Your  communication  of  yesterday,  addressed  to 
CoL  Cooke  and  myself,  was  received  about  hve  o'clock  last  evening,  and  I  embrace 
the  first  opportunity  of  returning  you  an  answer. 

One  would  suppose  from  the  manner  in  which  you  write,  that  you  and  those  whom 
you  represent  were  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  existing  unhappy  state  of  things 
^  in  the  Territory,  and  that  you  were  peaceable,  law-abiding  citizens. 

You  cannot  be  uninformed  of  the  fact  that  Gen.  James  H.  Lane  has  recently 
marched  into  the  Territory  a  large  body  of  armed  men.  obtained  chiefly  in  the  North- 
western States,  after  canvassing  those  States  for  some  time  for  them,  avowedly  for 
the  purpose  of  setting  at  defiance  our  Territorial  laws,  and  of  subverting  by  force 
and  violence  the  regularly  established  government  of  the  Territory.  At  the  time 
these  men  arrived  in  our  midst,  everything  was  comparatively  peaceable  and  quiet. 
As  soon  as  they  crossed  the  northern  boundary  of  Kansas  they  began  the  erection  of 
a  cordon  of  block-houses  or  forts,  extending  to  Topeka,  on  the  Kansas  river,  a  town 
commonly  known  as  the  capital,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  so-called  State  of  Kansas. 
Soon  after  crossing  the  Kansas  river  these  men,  aided  by  lawless  military  combina- 
tions heretofore  existing  in  the  Territory,  commenced,  in  pursuance  of  threats 
previously  made,  the  bloody  work  of  exterminating  or  driving  from  the  Territory  such 
of  our  citizens  as  had  sought  to  enforce  the  Territorial  laws,  by  attacking  at  mid- 
night the  law-abiding  citizens  of  the  town  of  Franklin  with  an  overwhelming  force 
of  armed  men,  well  supplied  with  Sharp's  rifles  and  other  deadly  weapons;  and  finally 
succeeded  by  the  application  of  the  torch  in  driving  the  few  citizens  from  the  hotel 
—  a  log  house  into  which  they  had  been  driven  for  self-protection  by  threats  of  vio- 
lence previously  made.  The  house  was  then  robbed  of  almost  everything  valuable, 
as  well  as  the  store  of  Dr.  SkiUback,  and  the  post  office.  The  U.  S.  muskets  left  there 
for  a  volunteer  company  under  the  law  were  even  taken  away.  This  attack,  it  is 
now  known,  was  headed  in  person  by  Gen.  James  H.  Lane,  under  the  assumed  cog- 
nomen of  "  Col.  Cook." 

Soon  after  this  a  similar  attack  was  made  on  the  New  Georgia  Colony,  every  man 
of  whom  was  compelled  to  flee  the  Territory  to  save  his  life,  whilst  their  houses  were 
burned  to  the  ground. 

The  settlement  on  Washington  creek  was  next  threatened  with  extermination,  and 
the  settlers,  driven  by  tlie  instincts  of  self-preservation  into  the  log  house  of  James 
P.  Saunders,  Esq.,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  citi/.tnis  of  Douglas  county,  began  to 
fortify  it;  but  finding  a  large  army  of  outlaws  advancing  upon  them  with  artillery, 
they  were  compelled  to  flee  for  their  lives,  and  take  refuge  in  the  adjoining  State  of 
Missouri.    The  house  of  "Squire  Saunders,  after  being  robbed  of  everything  in  it, 
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including  the  U.  S.  muskets  furnished  by  the  Government  for  a  volunteer  militia 
company  of  which  he  was  captain,  was  then  burned  to  the  ground. 

This  army  of  outhiws  next  turned  their  course  toward  Lecompton.  with  the  inten- 
tion of  attacking  it.  but  were  induced  by  some  of  their  leaders  not  to  do  so  at  that 
time.  They  then  attacked  the  house  of  Col.  Titus,  firing  upon  it  with  Sharp's  ritles 
and  artillery,  killing  one  man  and  severely  wounding  a  gentleman  then  residing  with 
Col.  Titus,  who  was  also  badly  wounded,  besides  taking  and  holding  as  prisoners  all 
persons  found  on  the  place,  and  a  gentleman  who  was  intercepted  a  mile  distant, 
while  engaged  in  taking  a  dispatch  from  Gov.  Shannon  to  Maj.  Sedgwick  of  the 
U.  S.  Army.  This  gentleman  was  robbed'of  his  horse,  and  then  marched  with  the  pris  - 
oners  taken  at  the  house  of  Col.  Titus  to  your  own  town  of  Lawrence,  where  they 
were  detained  as  prisoners  until  an  exchange  was  effected  by  Gov.  Shannon,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  releasing  certain  persons  held  in  custody  here  under  a  legal  process 
for  being  implicated  in  the  midnight  attack  and  robbery  of  the  citizens  of  Frank- 
lin—  your,  or  a  somewhat  similar  committee,  positively  refusing  to  surrender  them 
upon  his  demand  as  the  executive  officer  of  the  Territory. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  add  that  Col.  Titus's  house  was  robbed  of  everything  valu- 
able, even  the  wearing  apparel  of  his  negroes,  and  then  consigned  to  the  flames. 

Many  other  depredations  scarcely  less  atrocious,  committed  by  Lane's  men  and  the 
lawless  military  combinations  heretofore  existing  in  the  Territory,  might  be  adverted 
to,  but  these  will  suffice;  for  all  of  which  certain  presses  in  the  Northern  and  East- 
ern States  seem  to  have  been  prepared  in  advance  by  numberless  letter-writers  in 
the  Territory,  charging  upon  persons  called  "  ]\[issourians  "'  the  intention  of  com- 
mitting similar  outrages  upon  innocent  Free-State  settlers,"'  and  thus  seeking  to 
justify  in  advance  their  own  crimes;  'Ihus  showing  conclusively  a  long-meditated 
and  systematic  invasion  of  the  Territory,  and  insurrection  against  the  constituted 
authorities  and  government  thereof,  and  the  bloody  work  was  only  postponed,  as  is 
now  manifest,  until  the  arrival  of  Lane  and  his  men. 

It  is  passing  strange  that  those  who  have  thus  defied  the  Territorial  laws  and  who 
have  thus  attempted  to  subvert  by  force  and  violence  tlie  existing  government  of 
the  Territory,  should  at  this  time,  as  if  oblivious  of  their  fatally  lawless  conduct,  a})- 
ply  to  those  very  laws,  and  the  very  government  they  have  been,  and  are  still,  seeking 
to  subvert  by  force  and  violence,  for  protection.  Protection  by  the  Territorial  laws 
and  authority,  you,  gentlemen,  must  be  aware,  cannot  be  afforded  to  those  in  open 
rebellion  and  insurrection  to  such  laws  and  authority,  but  only  to  peaceable,  law- 
abiding  citizens. 

It  has  become  my  duty,  as  the  acting  Executive  of  the  Territory,  to  take  all  the 
legal  measures  in  my  power  to  suppress  all  such  lawless  and  insurrectionary  com- 
binations against  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  Territory,  as  w^ell  as  the  very  existence 
of  the  Territorial  Government  itself,  of  which  I  cannot  believe  you  to  be  ignorant; 
but  as  you  seem  to  be.  I  herewith  inclose  you  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  issued 
from  this  office  on  the  2r)th  August,  and  of  the  general  orders  previously  issued  to 
Maj.  Genls.  Richardson  and  Cotfey.  Orders  have  subsequently  been  issued  positively 
forbidding  the  burning  of  houses  in  any  case,  under  the  severest  penalties.  It  is 
not  surprising,  however,  that  persons  who  have  been  robbed  and  burnt  out  of  houses 
and  homes  by  your  men,  should  seek  to  retaliate. 

No  one  deplores  the  existing  unhappy  state  of  things  more  than  I  do,  but  peace, 
quiet  and  harmony  can  only  be  restored  by  a  due  enforcement  of  our  Territorial 
laws.  Forcible  resistance  to  their  execution,  or  invasive  and  insurrectionary  military 
combinations  to  subvert  the  existing  government,  can  never  effect  that  desirable 
end.  If  peace  and  harmony  are  what  you  want,  gentlemen,  it  can  be  speedily  • 
tained  by  giving  a  sufficient  guaranty  on  the  part  of  those  you  represent  of  implicit 
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obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  Territory  until  they  are  modified  or  repealed  by  compe- 
tent authority,  or  declared  invalid  by  the  courts. 

Respectfully,  Danl.  Woodsok, 

Acting  Governor  Kansas  Territory. 


September  3,  1856.— The  following  letter  was  received  by  the  acting 
Governor:  - 

Laweence,  K.  T.,  Sept.  2,  1856. 

To  His  Excellency  D.  Woodson  a,nd  Col.  Cooke  —  Gentlemen:  Circumstances  that  we 
doubtless  mutually  deplore  have  made  it  our  duty  to  confer  together  several  times 
during  the  last  few  weeks  relative  to  our  own  security  and  protection.  In  conform- 
ity to  all  law  and  justice,  even  in  times  of  war,  such  deputations  have  been  welcomed 
and  allowed  to  return  without  molestation,  until  last  Thursday.  We  then  sent  S.  South- 
erland,  G.  W.  Hutchinson  and  a  young  man  from  Leavenworth,  to  you  to  recite  you  the 
condition  of  our  teams.  Their  drivers  and  eight  passengers  went  to  Leavenworth  last 
Tuesday  in  accordance  with  your  own  suggestion,  (or  that  of  Col.  Johnson.")  and  the  out- 
rages they  have  since  suffered  you  are  probably  familiar  with.  We  learn  with  much 
regret  that  after  Messrs.  Southerland  and  Hutchinson  had  conferred  with  Governor 
Woodson,  they  were  taken  just  in  front  of  his  office  by  a  mob,  and  by  them  are  stiil 
retained  in  Lecompton.  We  have  not  learned  that  any  legal  charges  are  preferred 
against  them,  and  we  now  ask  you  why  they  are  retained?  Whether  merely  as  pris- 
oners of  war,  and  whether  you  thereby  say  to  us  that  civil  war  now  exists?  Unless 
you  take  this  ground,  we  claim  of  you  their  immediate  and  unconditional  release. 

We  send  their  wives  to-day  as  the  bearers  of  this,  and  as  a  consolation  to  the  im- 
prisoned; and  would  ask  of  you  most  respectfully  to  grant  them  such  an  escort  or 
protection  while  among  you  or  near  your  town  as  their  own  safety  may  require. 

In  behalf  of  the  Kansas  State  Central  Committee. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Hutchinson. 

H.  Miles  ^iIoobe. 

To  this  letter  the  acting  Governor  replied  as  folloAvs : 

Lecompton,  Kansas  Teeeitoky,  Executive  Ofeice.  Sept.  3.  1856. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Hutchinson  and  H.  Miles  Moore,  ''in  behalf  of  the  Kansas  State  Cen- 
tral Committee"' — Gentlemen:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  yesterday,  which 
was  received  late  last  night,  complaining  of  the  retention  here  of  a  deputation  of 
several  gentlemen  on  the  part  of  your  committee,  I  have  to  state  that  no  such  "dep- 
utation have  made  any  application  whatever  to  me,  nor  has  any  such  deputation 
been  detained  here.  It  is  true  that  Mr.  Hutchinson  and  Mr.  Southerland  called  at 
this  office  on  Friday  evening  last  and  complained  of  certain  alleged  depredations  upon 
their  property —  one  on  account  of  outrages  said  to  have  been  perpetrated  upon  his 
wagons  or  teams  near  Leavenworth,  and  the  other  upon  his  hack  and  passengers. 
They  did  not  represent  themselves  as  a  ''deputation"  in  behalf  of  your  "committee," 
or  of  any  persons  whatever,  except  themselves  individually,  each  one  making  his  own 
complaint.  They  were  courteously  and  kindly  received  by  myself,  and  the  legal 
remedy  pointed  out  to  them.  Nothing  whatever  was  said  in  regard  to  their  being 
deputed  to  act  for  any  other  persons  than  themselves,  and  nothing  of  the  character 
was  dreamed  of  by  me,  or  in  any  way  intimated  to  me,  until  I  received  your  letter  of 
yesterday. 

They  were  arrested  by  order  of  Genl.  Marshall  as  spies,  he  doubtless  having  the 
authority  in  tlie  present  insurrectionary  state  of  the  country  to  do  so.  They  have 
been  and  are  still  very  kindly  treated. 
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I  will  simply  add  that  with  their  wagons  or  teams  and  hack  —  or  rather,  as  it  ap- 
pears from  your  letter,  your  wag-ons,  <fec. — were  found  two  persons  who_were  recog- 
nized as  beiiig  engaged  in  the  attack  on  Col.  Titus's  house,  and  the  burning  thereof. 
iMid  with  whom  some  of  Col.  T.'s  property,  of  which  he  was  then  robbed,  was  found. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Danl.  Woodson. 
Acfi'DQ  Governor  Kansas  Territorij. 

September  5,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  James  Adkics,  Sheriff  of 
Atchison  county,  vice  Eli  C.  Mason,  resigned. 

Commission  issued  to  C.  L.  Newman,  Adjutant  Third  Regiment,  First 
Erigade,  Northern  Division,  Kansas  Militia. 

Commission  issued  to  Samuel  C.  Glenn,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
€0unty  of  Marshall, 

Septembep.  6,  1856. —  Commission  issued  to  Wm.  X.  Glenn,  Sheriff  of 
Marshall  county,  vice  George  T.  Hubbard,  removed  from  the  county. 

Commissions  issued  to  the  following-named  officers  of  the  Fourth  Kegi- 
ment,  Second  Brigade,  Northern  Division,  Kansas  Militia: 
To  Wni.  Ewing,  First  Lieutenant  of  the  "  Southern  Rangei-s." 
F.  Rucker,  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  "Southern  Rangers." 
Greenlee  Butter,  Fii-st  Lieutenant  of  the  "Coote  Guards." 
H.  E.  Hardy,  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  "  Coote  Guards." 
N.  W.  Hodges,  First  Lieutenant  of  the  "  Round  Prairie  Guards." 
S.  F.  Rhea,  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  "Round  Prairie  Guards." 
Dr.  J.  E.  Bennett,  Surgeon  of  the  Regiment. 


COKRESPOS-DENCK. 

LiAW'KENCE,  Kansas.  September  6.  ISoG. 
To  His  Excellency  Governor  Woodson,  and  Col.  Cooke.  Commander  of  the  U.  S.  Troof*s 
near  Lecompton  —  Gentlemkx:  The  roads  leading  to  Leavenworth  and  Westport  are 
beset  with  bands  of  armed  men,  who  seize  onv  men.  and  arrest  all  trains  of  wagons 
going  to  either  point.  These  thoroughfares  furnish  the  only  avenues  by  which  pro- 
visions can  be  introduced  into  Kansas.  Our  people  are  suffering  for  provisions. 
We  have  our  trains  and  money  prepared  to  sup})ly  ourselves.  We  respectfully  for 
our  people  request  that  these  roads  be  immediately  opened  by  the  troops,  subject  to 
your  order  or  command,  or  at  least  an  escort  of  the  same  furnished  to  our  trains  that 
are  now  waiting  to  start.  ^Ve  trust  that  not  a  moment  will  be  lost  in  responding  to 
this  call.    Our  people  will  quietly  submit  no  longer. 

In  behalf  of  the  Kansas  State  Central  Committee.  Wii.  Hutchinson- 

J.  Blood. 

H.  Miles  Moore.  Secretanj  Kansas  State  Central  Committee. 

Lecompton,  K.  T..  Executive  Office.  September  7.  18r>«>. 
To  Me.ssrs.  Wm.  Hutchinson  o/rJ  J.  Blood.,  "in  beluOf  of  the  Kansas  State  Central 
Committee'''' — Gentlemen:  Your  communication  of  yesterday,  addressed  to  Col.  C».K>ke 
and  myself,  asking  that  the  roads  leading  from  Lawrence  to  Leavenworth  and  from 
Lawrence  to  Westport  sliould  be  opened,  so  that  you  can  get  provision-  for  vivcr 
people,  was  received  to-day  about  noon. 
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If  the  roads  in  question  are  closed  at  this  time,  gentlemen,  (which  I  do  not  doubt. 
to  the  convenience  and  necessities  of  your  people,  you  must  be  aware  that  it  is  the 
natural  and  inevitable  result  of  the  present  lawless  and  revolutionary  position  in 
which  you  have  of  your  own  accord  most  unfortunately  placed  yourselves.  So  long  as 
you  continue  to  hold  yourselves  in  such  a  position,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say 
to  you,  the  Government  cannot  comply  with  your  request.  If  you  really  desire  the 
protection  of  the  Government,  it  is  your  obvious  duty  to  respect  and  submit  to  the 
laws  of  the  Territory,  organized  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  to  cease 
at  once  and  forever  all  attempts  to  subvert  by  force  and  violence  that  Government 
and  establish  upon  its  ruins  your  so-called    State  Government." 

But  give  a  sufficient  guaranty  to  this  effect,  gentlemen  —  that  you  will  quietly  sub- 
mit to  the  enforcement  of  the  Territorial  laws,  the  Territorial  officers,  until  said  laws 
are  modified  or  repealed,  or  declared  invalid  by  the  courts,  and  I  assure  you  and  your 
people  that  your  request  will  not  only  be  promptly  complied  with,  but  that  the  whole 
civil  and  military  power  of  the  Government  will  be  exerted  to  protect  you  fully  in 
all  your  lawful  rights  of  persons  and  property;  and  I  would  take  the  liberty  of  in- 
voking you  in  the  name  of  our  common  country,  and  for  the  sake  of  all  that  is  near 
and  dear  to  American  citizens,  to  do  so  at  once,  that  peace  and  harmony  may  once 
more  prevail.  Very  respectfully  yours,  Danl.  ^Voodson. 

Acting  Governor  Kansas  Territory. 

RErOKT  OF  THE  SECKETARY  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Lecompton,  Kansas  Tereitoey,  Seceetaby's  Office.  Sept.  20.  185G. 

To  His  E.»:ceUency  Fra)iklin  Pierce.  President  of  the  United  States  —  Sie:  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  following  report  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments in  regard  to  the  unhappy  disturbances  in  this  Territory. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  official  report,  marked  "A,''  of  Brig.  Gen.  Marshall,  of  the 
First  Brigade,  Northern  Division.  Kansas  Militia,  that  one  Gen.  James  H.  Lane  in- 
vaded the  Territory  with  an  armed  force  of  some  800  or  1.000  men,  all  well  supplied 
with  every  instrument  of  war,  for  the  purpose,  as  avowed  by  themselves,  of  "  revolu- 
tion and  of  destroying  the  force  and  integrity  of  the  present  laws,  by  setting  them 
at  defiance  and  protecting  all  in  the  violation  of  them,  and  to  avenge  what  they  term 
the  wrongs  of  the  Abolition  party  in  the  Territory  —  to  take  a  fearful  vengeance  on 
the  officers  and  others  who  are  and  have  been  instrumental  in  the  preservation  of  the 
Government  —  law  and  order.  They  would  keep  up  their  military  organization, 
divided  throughout  the  election  districts,  and  control  and  determine  the  fall  elec- 
tion." 

When  Gov.  Shannon  received  intelligence  that  these  lawless  men  had  approached 
the  Nebraska  line  in  military  array  and  for  the  purposes  above  set  forth,  he  imme- 
diately'requested  General  Smith,  of  the  U.  S.  army,  to  station  his  command  on  the 
northern  frontier  to  intercept  them  or  prevent  their  entering  the  Territory.  This 
officer,  however,  not  believing  the  account  to  be  authentic,  declined  to  act.  Briga- 
dier General  Marshall,  under  authority  vested  in  him  by  law,  (Kan.  Stat.,  ch.  110.  sec. 
26,)  ordered  out  his  brigade  to  repel  the  invasion,  but  in  consequence  of  the  "great 
distance  between  the  settlements  and  poii\ts  of  command  constituting  the  First 
Brigade,  could  not  have  a  serviceable  cooperation  of  the  law-abiding  citizens  to  re- 
pel this  most  violent  and  hiwless  invasion  of  the  peace  of  the  Territory." 

Lane's  army  came  in  witlxout  interruption  or  resistance,  erecting.  I  have  been  re- 
liably informed,  as  they  came,  a  cordon  of  forts  or  block-houses  extending  from  the 
Nebraska  line  to  Topeka.  on  the  Kansas  river,  a  town  known  as  the  capital  at  pres- 
ent of  the  so-called  -  State  of  Kansas."    Soon  after  they  came  into  our  midst,  aided 
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by  lawless  military  organizations  heretofore  existing  in  the  Territory,  they  began,  iu 
pursuance  of  threats  previously  made,  the  bloody  work  of  exterminating  or  driving 
from  the  Territory  the  law-abiding  citizens,  by  attacking  at  midnight  with  an  over- 
whelming force,  armed  with  Sharp's  rifles  and  other  deadly  weapons,  the  citizens  of 
Franklin,  who  assembled  in  a  log  house  known  as  Crane's  Hotel,  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  themselves.  Here  they  successfully  resisted  the  outlaws  for  four  hours, 
who  then  changed  their  mode  of  attack,  and  driving  up  in  front  of  the  house  a  wagi»n 
loaded  with  hay.  set  it  on  fire,  the  flames  from  which  soon  communicated  to  parts  of 
the  building  and  compelled  the  inmates  to  cry  for  quarter.  Some  were  taken  pris- 
oners, whilst  others  made  their  escape.  The  building  was  then  robbed  of  many  val- 
uables, and  the  post  office,  as  well  as  the  store  of  a  Dr.  Skillback.  The  muskets 
furnished  by  the  Government  to  a  volunteer  company  of  militia,  and  a  cannon  which 
the  citizens  had  procured  for  their  own  protection,  were  also  forcibly  taken.  It  has 
since  been  ascertained  that  this  attack  was  headed  in  person  by  General  James  H. 
Lane,  under  the  assumed  cognomen  of    Col.  Cook," 

Soon  after  this,  a  similar  attack  was  made  on  the  "New  Georgia  Colony.'"  every 
one  of  whom,  including  the  women  and  children,  were  compelled  to  flee  the  Territory 
to  save  their  lives,  whilst  their  houses  were  burned  to  the  ground. 

The  settlement  on  "Washington  creek  was  next  threatened  with  extermination, 
and  the  settlers,  driven  by  the  instincts  of  self-preservation,  into  the  log  house  of 
James  P.Saunders.  Esq.,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  reputable  citizens  of  Douglas 
county,  began  to  fortify  themselves;  but  finding  a  large  body  of  outlaws  advancing 
upon  them  with  artillery,  they  were  compelled  to  flee  for  their  lives  and  take  refuge 
in  the  adjoining  State  of  Missouri.  The  house  of  "Squire  Saunders,  after  being 
robbed  of  every  thing  in  it,  including  the  muskets  furnished  by  the  Government  to 
a  volunteer  militia  company,  of  which  he  was  captain,  was  then  set  on  fire  and 
burned  to  the  ground. 

This  body  of  outlaws  next  turned  their  course  towards  Lecompton,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  attacking  that  place,  but  for  reasons  best  known  to  themselves,  declined 
doing  so  at  that  time. 

They  then  attacked  the  house  of  Col.  Titus,  firing  upon  it  with  Sharp's  rifles  and 
artillery,  killing  one  man  and  severely  wounding  a  gentleman  then  residing  with 
Col.  T.,  who  was  also  badly  wounded.  They  then  robbed  the  house  of  everything  in 
it  and  burned  it  to  the  ground,  taking  and  holding  as  prisoners  all  persons  found  on 
the  premises,  and  a  gentleman  (see  affidavit  No.  1,)  who  was  intercepted  a  mile  dis- 
tant whilst  engaged  in  bearing  a  dispatch  from  Governor  Shannon  to  Maj.  Sedg- 
wick of  the  U.  S.  Army,  encamped  about  a  mile  and  a  half  south  of  the  house  of  Col. 
Titus.  This  gentleman  was  robbed  of  his  horse  and  marched  with  the  plunder  and 
prisoners  to  the  town  of  Lawrence,  where  they  were  detained  as  prisoners  ( see 
affidavit  of  Dr.  A.  Roderique,  and  corroborating  statement  of  Gov.  Shannon,  marked 
No.  2,)  until  an  exchange  was  effected  in  consideration  of  certain  persons  being 
released,  who  were  then  held  under  legal  process  in  Lecompton,  as  implicated  in  the 
midnight  attack  and  robbery  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  of  Franklin  —  the  '-Com- 
mittee" of  outlaws  at  Lawrence  positively  refusing  to  release  them  upon  the  demand 
of  Gov.  Shannon,  as  the  executive  ofiicer  of  the  Territory,  and  by  insisting  upon  the 
exchange,  which  was  finally  agreed  upon,  to  all  effect  and  purposes  proclaimed  them- 
selves and  those  for  whom  they  acted,  in  a  state  of  insurrection  and  rebellion.  (  See 
again  affidavit  No.  2.) 

As  the  Territory  was  thus  not  only  invaded  by  an  armed  force  who  were  laying  wji>te 
the  country  with  fire  and  sword,  and  spreading  desolation  and  terror  wherever  it  best 
comported  with  their  fell  purposes  to  do  so.  all  in  open  violation  and  utter  conteriipt 
of  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  11th  February,  185G,  but  were  also  in  an  ad- 
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mitted  state  of  insurrection  and  rebellion,  (see  affidavit  No.  2,  and  the  report  of  the 
Marshal  of  the  Territory,  marked  No.  3.)  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty,  and  I  believed  I  vra^ 
fully  authorized  by  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Col.  Sumner  of  the 
ir)th  February  last,  to  make  a  requisition  upon  Col.  Cooke,  commanding  the  U.  S. 
troops  near  this  place,  to  use  his  commaBd  in  such  a  way  as  would  repel  the  "a^reres- 
ive  invaders,"  and  suppress  the  "  insurrection  and  rebellion.''  (See  letter  to  Col.  Cooke^ 
and  his  reply,  marked  No.  4.) 

Upon  this  requisition  Col.  Cooke  declined  to  act,  for  reasons  stated  in  his  letter, 
which,  however  satisfactory  they  may  appear,  I  am  constrained  to  believe  impelled 
him  to  a  most  unfortunate  conclusion.  Topeka  was  known  to  be  the  capital  of  the 
so-called  "State  of  Kansas,"  and  as  such,  the  headquarters  of  the  army  of  "aggress- 
ive invaders,"  whose  object  was  to  subvert  by  "force  and  violence"  the  lawful  Ter- 
ritorial Government,  and  establish  upon  its  ruins  what  is  termed  a '"State"  under 
the  illegal  and  fraudulent  "Topeka"  Constitution.  From  Topeka  detachments  were 
sent  out  at  will  to  exterminate  or  expel  from  the  Territory  such  settlements  of  law- 
abiding  citizens  as  the  outlaws  might  see  proper  to  make  an  example  of.  From  the 
same  point,  it  was  well  known,  came  large  numbers  of  those  engaged  in  expelling 
the  settlers  on  Washington  creek  from  the  Territory,  and  robbing  them,  and  burning 
their  houses,  and  who  afterward  attacked  the  house  of  Col.  Titus,  within  a  mile  and 
a  half  of  a  camp  of  U.  S.  dragoons,  with  all  the  implements  of  war.  killing  one  man, 
and  wounding  several  others  —  after  which  they  robbed  the  house  of  everything  valu- 
able, and  consigned  it  to  the  flames.  They  then  returned  to  Topeka.  from  which 
point  they  have  since  repeatedly  sallied  ft>rth,  robbing  and  plundering  at  will  the  ad- 
jacent country.  (  See  affidavit  No.  5.) 

It  was  wholly  impracticable  to  identify  such  outlaws  and  traitors  in  advance  of 
arrests  by  legal  writs,  for  the  obvious  reason  that  personally  they  were  almost  wholly 
unknown,  many  of  them  being  strangers  in  the  country;  and  whenever  one  happened 
to  be  known,  and  a  civil  officer  with  a  posse  was  sent  to  arrest  him.  they  would  in- 
variably fail  to  find  him,  he  being  safely  secreted  by  his  associates,  who  were  not 
identified.  It  was  indispensable,  then,  that  these  "aggressive  invaders"  and  "insur- 
rectionists "  should  be  first  arrested  and  disarmed,  and  an  end  thus  put  to  their 
bloody  work,  before  legal  proceedings  could  be  successfully  instituted  against  them, 
or  peace  and  quiet  restored  to  the  country;  and  it  was  only  such  persons  that  Col. 
Cooke  was  required  by  my  requisition  to  arrest,  which  could  only  have  been  doi^e  at 
Topeka  by  investing  the  town. 

As  the  acting  Executive  of  the  Territory,  and  as  such,  conservator  of  the  peace,  I 
felt  not  only  authorized  by  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  above  referred 
to,  but  imperatively  called  upon  by  every  consideration  of  duty  —  not  the  least  of 
which  was  a  sincere  desire  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  the  effusion  of  blood  —  to  make 
said  requisition  upon  Col.  Cooke.  Had  my  wishes  prevailed.  I  am  fully  persuaded 
that  much  difficulty  and  troul>le  would  have  been  averted.  Certain  it  is  that  the 
wholesale  j^illaging  of  the  country  on  both  sides  of  the  Kansas  river,  since,  by  maraud- 
ing parties  then  concentrated  at  Topeka,  would  have  been  prevented,  and  the  ma- 
rauders themselves  made  to  appear  before  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country,  to 
answer  for  their  crimes,  without  bloodshed,  as  it  is  believed  U.  S.  troops  would  not  have 
b€'en  resisted. 

This  n\uch  accomplished  at  Topeka.  it  would  have  been  a  comparatively  easy  ta^k 
to  have  the  same  done  at  all  other  disaffected  points,  l)y  which  means  peace  and 
quiet  would  have  been  speedily  restored.  The  local  militia  that  had  been  ordered 
out  by  Generals  Richardson  and  Marshall  to  repel  the  invasion,  as  well  as  those 
called  out  by  myself,  would  have  been  speedily  disbanded,  there  being  nothing  left 
for  them  to  do;  whilst  the  people  on  the  Missouri  border,  finding  that  their  friends 
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in  the  Territory  were  protected  by  the  Government  in  their  lawful  rights,  would  have 
had  no  pretext,  and  I  verily  believe  no  disposition,  to  enter  the  Territory  in  hostile 
array. 

There  being  no  other  available  means  with  which  to  repel  the  invasion or  sup- 
press the  '"insurrection*"  then  staring  us  in  the  face,  the  local  militia  had  of  neces- 
sity to  be  used  as  best  they  could,  or  the  Territory  surrendered  to  outlawry  and 
vandalism. 

In  consequence  of  the  sparsely  settled  condition  of  the  country  and  the  entire 
want  of  efficient  organization,  the  militia  could  not  be  brought  promptly  and  effi- 
ciently to  act.  It  is  a  matter,  too,  of  much  regret  that  some  unruly  persons  attached 
themselves  to  some  of  the  commands,  whose  excesses  could  not  be  foreseen  or  the 
guilty  perpetrators  identified,  although  every  effort  was  made  to  prevent  the  one  and 
ferret  out  the  other. 

The  sudden  and  unexpected  appearance  of  Lane  and  his  men  in  a  hostile  attitude 
in  the  very  heart  of  the  Territory  had  the  very  natural  effect  of  driving  from  it» 
temporarily  at  least,  a  vast  number  of  law-abiding  citizens.  It  is  estimated  by  com- 
petent judges  that  not  less  than  five  or  six  hundred  were  driven  from  Douglas  county 
alone,  and  in  Franklin,  Anderson  and  Lykens,  it  is  said,  scarcely  a  family  was  left. 

I  have  thus  given  a  succinct  account  of  the  most  unfortunate  state  of  affairs  ex- 
isting in  this  Territory  for  a  short  time  previous  to  the  arrival  of  Governor  Geary, 
and  of  the  course  I  have  deemed  it  my  imperative  duty  to  take  in  relation  to  them. 
All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

With  Governor  Geary  it  will  be  my  pleasure,  as  well  as  duty,  cordially  to  cor.j^erate 
in  executing  the  laws  and  in  carrying  out  the  policy  he  has  adopted,  which  I  am 
happy  to  state  thus  far  gives,  substantial  assurance  of  the  most  auspicious  results. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  Dant..  ^YooI)SO^^ 

Secretary  of  Kansas  Territory. 
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ADDRESS  OF  EX-GOVERiNOR  FREDERICK  P.  STANTON. 


Deliveeed  at  the  Old  Settlebs'  Meeting,  Bismarck  Gbote,  Lawkence,  Sep- 

TEMBEK  2,  188-i. 


[In  1870.  an  '"Old  Settlers'  Association''  was  organized  in  Lawrence.  Though  in 
a. measure  local  in  its  character,  it  has  sometimes  in  its  meetings  embraced  attend- 
ance from  a  considerable  portion  of  Kansas  outside  of  Douglas  county,  and  its  pro- 
ceedings have  included  addresses  not  only  made  by  prominent  persons  residing  in 
distant  parts  of  Kansas,  but  of  those  residing  in  the  East,  who  have  by  invitation 
attended  and  taken  part  in  the  proceedings.  In  1884,  ex-Governors  Frederick  P. 
Stanton*  and  James^iV.  Denver,  having  been  invited,  attended  and  delivered  addresses. 
By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  State  Historical  Society,  these  two  addresses 
■were  ordered  to  be  embraced  in  this  volume  of  the  collections  of  the  Society.] 

Governor  Stanton,  having  been  introduced  by  ex-Governor  Charles  Eob- 
inson,  President  of  the  Association,  proceeded  as  follows: 
Friends  and  Fellovj- Countrymen,  Old  Settlers  of  Kansas: 

You  see  that  I  have  come  in  pursuance  of  your  kind  invitation;  and  I 
am  grateful  for  this  opportunity  to  participate  in  your  interesting  celebra- 
tion, for  I  feel  that  it  is  good  to  be  here.  I  am  particularly  mindful  of 
your  injunction  to  make  "a  short  address."  Your  suggestion  of  brevity  is 
very  reasonable,  and  to  me  very  acceptable;  but  I  must  confess  that  I  am 
embarrassed  by  the  necessity  of  condensing  the  substance  of  many  great 
events  into  the  compass  of  a  few  brief  words. 

You  advised  me  that  you  had  invited  "each  one  of  the  ex-Governors  of 
the  State  as  well  as  the  Territory  to  be  present"  on  this  occasion,  from 
which  I  infer  that  your  purpose  is  to  review  the  past,  as  well  as  to  observe 
the  wonderful  prosperity  of  the  present — an  exhibition  of  progress  most 
interesting  and  remarkable,  inasnuich  as  it  has  emanated  from  and  grown 
out  of  those  stormy  beginnings  of  your  history  which  we  now  commem- 
orate. 

It  is  not  without  the  highest  admiration  and  sympathetic  delight  that  I 
now  witness  the  great  work  you  have  accomplished,  in  all  the  departments 
of  human  affairs,  since  the  days  when  you  first  pitched  your  tents  on  these 
beautiful  prairies,  then  a  wilderness,  inhabited  only  by  Indians  and  the 
wild  beasts  they  pursued.    I  see  around  me  all  the  indications  of  those 


♦Frederick  P.  Stanton,  having  been  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  succeeded  Daniel  AVcod- 
son  in  that  office,  April  liJ,  is.")7;  and  in  tlic  absence  of  the  Governor  immediately  became  acting  Gov- 
ernor, and  served  in  that  capacity  until  May  27,  ISoT,  when  Governor  Robert  .J.  Walker  arrived  and 
assumed  the  duties  of  his  oflice.  In  the  absence  of  (ioveruor  Walker  from  the  Territory,  Mr.  Stauton 
became  acting  Governor  again,  from  November  Ki,  18.'>7,  to  December  21,  Ibo7,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  James  W.  Denver  as  Secretary  and  acting  Governor. 
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grand  social  and  political  achievements,  and  those  mighty  material  crea- 
tions of  yours,  \Yhicli  the  maps  of  the  country  and  the  statistics  of  the  last 
national  census  verify,  and  which  all  the  world  has  learned  with  gratifica- 
tion and  astonishment.  I  remember  that  in  February,  1858,  the  eminent 
historian  of  our  country,  George  Bancroft,  presiding  over  an  anti-Leeomp- 
tou  meeting  in  New  York,  made  this  remark  about  you,  the  people  of  Kan- 
sas: "What  they  have  accomplished  under  unexampled  difficulties  and 
trials  is  the  miracle  of  the  age.  A  commonwealth  in  all  its  fair  proportions 
has  grown  up,  as  it  were  in  the  night-time." 

If  at  that  early  day,  in  the  midst  of  all  its  dangers,  troubles,  and  wrongs, 
the  growth  and  achievements  of  this  community  were  miraculous,  what 
shall  be  said  of  them  now,  after  the  lapse  of  a  quarter  of  a  century,  during 
which  the  greater  desolation  of  our  dreadful  civil  war  did  nofavail  to  stop 
this  marvelous  progress?  And  what  will  the  future  historian  have  to  say, 
a  quarter  of  a  century  hence,  when  another  generation  shall  have  expended 
here  its  labor  and  enterprise,  not  in  the  midst  of  war  and  desolation,  but 
almost  certainly  in  the  confidence  of  assured  peace  and  permanent  tranquil- 
ity? A  new  language  will  be  required  to  characterize  these  coming  events, 
which,  in  the  light  of  the  past,  our  sober  judgment  assures  us,  will  prove  to 
be  the  creation  of  new  marvels  even  io  your  miraculous  career. 

Only  some  score  of  years  ago,  yotsr  young  city  of  Lawrence,  dripping 
with  the  blood  of  her  citizens,  rose  up  from  the  ashes  of  a  second  contiagra- 
tion,  undismayed,  to  pursue  her  destiny;  and  now  she  stands  a  proud 
monument  to  the  indomitable  energy  and  intelligence  of  her  citizens,  an 
ornament  to  the  great  and  growing  State,  and  a  mighty  landmark  in  its 
history.  She  is  but  a  type  of  the  whole  State;  always  extreme  in  opinion, 
foremost  in  the  strife  and  deepest  in  disaster,  never  disheartened,  but  pos- 
sessing that  noble  fortitude  and  recuperative  power  which  insures  success 
and  eventual  prospeiity.  The  high  moral  and  intellectual  qualities  and 
physical  energies  which  have  brought  the  young  State  to  its  present  remark- 
able condition,  even  through  all  the  disasters  of  sanguinary  war,  will  not 
fail,  in  time  of  profound  peace,  to  carry  that  progress  onward  to  a  destiny  of 
unexampled  greatness. 

But  let  us  look  back  and  recall  some  of  the  struggles  and  difficulties,  a:? 
well  as  the  triumphs  of  the  past.  Other  gentlemen,  better  informed  than  I 
am,  by  personal  knowledge  and  participation  in  the  events  themselves,  have 
told,  or  will  tell  you,  what  they  did  or  saw  in  the  Territory  before  I  canie; 
and  if  they  do  not,  you  know  it  all  better  than  I  can  tell  you.  Theretbre, 
if  in  my  present  brief  remarks  I  confine  myself  to  the  transactions  in  which 
I  was  officially  concerned,  you  will  not  ascribe  it  to  egotism,  but  will  no 
doubt  allow  that  I  am  only  observing  the  proprieties  and  just  requirements 
of  the  occasion. 

It  was  in  April,  1857,  that  I  made  my  first  appearance  here  as  acting 
Governor  of  the  Territory.    I  did  not  know  the  people,  nor  they  me.  Ol 
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course  I  could  then  have  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  preceding  events 
in  your  history.  What  information  I  had  was  derived  from  the  partisan 
reports  of  one  side  or  the  other,  necessarily  sifted  through  my  own  preju- 
dices, with  no  claim  to  infallible  insight,  but  certainly  with  an  honest  pur- 
pose to  form  an  impartial  judgment  and  to  act  upon  that,  fairly  and  honorably. 
My  comprehension  of  the  existing  conditions  of  affairs  I  soon  ascertaiiied 
was  exceedingly  imperfect ;  and  if  when  I  first  addressed  the  people  here  I 
was  betrayed  into  some  rash  and  indiscreet  expressions,  you  will  acknowl- 
edge that  I  was  naturally  exasperated  by  the  violent  demonstrations  of  the 
audience,  who  treated  me  with  all  the  suspicion  and  distrust  which  perhaps 
they  had  the  right  to  feel  towards  the  administration  which  sent  me.  It 
was  a  case  of  mutual  provocation  and  misunderstanding,  arousing  a  storm 
of  excitement  which  speedily  subsided. 

But  the  long  lapse  of  intervening  years  has  mellowed  the  memory  of 
those  events;  and  I  look  back  upon  them  through  the  mists  of  time  — 
through  the  dust,  and  smoke,  and  confusion  of  the  stormiest  period  of  our 
history,  with  softened  feelings  towards  all,  whether  friend  or  foe,  with  what 
I  hope  is  a  just  appreciation  of  the  causes  which  produced  and  excused,  if 
they  did  not  justify,  the  distrust  and  opposition  with  which  the  people 
greeted  me. 

When  I  made  my  advent  here  as  the  forerunner  of  Governor  Walker, 
and  in  some  sense  the  exponent  of  the  principles  on  which  his  administra- 
tion was  to  be  conducted,  the  very  crisis  of  your  political  destiny  was  at 
hand.  The  era  of  violence,  of  strife  and  battle,  had  mostly  passed  away  : 
though  a  large  military  force  of  the  United  States  was  stationed  in  the  Ter- 
ritory and  placed  at  the  command  of  the  Governor  for  the  purpose  of  ;iid- 
ing  in  enforcing  the  laws  and  maintaining  the  public  peace.  But  at  no 
time  during  either  of  the  periods  when  I  had  full  authority  as  Governor- 
did  I  have  occasion  to  call  upon  the  military  for  any  service  whatever. 

When,  I  say  the  crisis  was  upon  you,  I  mean  to  speak  of  the  impending 
change  from  a  Territorial  to  a  State  Government.  That  was  to  be  the  inev- 
itable outcome  and  consummation  of  all  the  struo^gles  and  trials  and  suner- 
ings  of  the  people.  It  would  bring  them  to  that  starting-point  of  political 
maturity  at  which  they  would  be  absolutely  free  to  govern  themselves  as  a 
sovereign  and  coequal  member  of  the  Union,  subject  only  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Federal  Constitution.  The  conditions  under  which  you  would  enter 
the  Union,  the  peculiar  institutions  you  would  adopt  for  the  new  State,  and 
the  individual  citizens  to  be  intrusted  with  the  administration  of  its  at:airs, 
these  naturally  were  all  matters  of  momentous  interest  to  you. 

Looking  back  now  at  this  distance  of  time  upon  the  troubled  experience 
of  those  eventful  days,  how  different  everything  appears  in  the  light  of  these 
tremendous  changes  which  were  destined  soon  to  ensue  I  Some  events  that 
seemed  to  us  trivial,  and  others  that  appeared  to  be  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance, have  very  different  proportions  to  our  present  view  from  what  they 
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had  when  we  were  in  the  midst  of  them.  What  is  slavery  now  but  a  mem- 
ory—  the  mere  memory  of  a  painful  dream?  The  establishment  of  the 
Topeka  Government  on  the  one  hand  and  of  the  Lecompton  Constitution  on 
the  other,  were  each  held  to  be  the  all-important  ends  to  be  attained  by  their 
respective  partisans,  whereas  the  real  vital  question  involved  proved  at  last 
to  be  whether  the  majority  of  the  people  should  have  the  right,  in  a  regular 
and  legal  way,  to  form  a  State  government  for  themselves,  or  whether  a  parti- 
san administration,  leagued  with  an  unscrupulous  minority  in  the  Territory, 
could  compel  the  people,  on  the  mere  hollow  pretense  of  legality  and  regu- 
larity, to  submit  to  the  imposition  of  institutions  which  they  had  had  no 
part  in  forming,  and  which,  in  fact,  they  abhorred  and  had  rejected  by  an 
overwhelming  vote.  This  was  the  issue  finally  evolved  out  of  your  long 
struggle,  and  upon  which  your  great  victory  was  achieved. 

Both  these  schemes  —  the  Topeka  and  Lecompton  schemes  —  had  origi- 
nated and  were  more  or  less  matured,  before  I  came  to  the  Territory.  The 
constitutional  convention  which  afterwards  met  at  Lecompton  had  been 
provided  for  by  the  Territorial  Legislature  before  my  appointment  as  Sec- 
retary. The  census  of  the  people  required  to  be  taken  in  the  several  coun- 
ties had  been  taken,  or  was  being  taken,  wlien  I  arrived.  As  acting 
Governor  it  became  my  duty  to  make  the  apportionment  of  delegates  to  the 
several  counties  based  on  the  returns  of  the  census.  This  duty  I  performed 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability;  perhaps  if  I  had  known  all  the 
facts  wdiich  came  to  my  knowledge  afterwards,  I  would  have  acted  differ- 
ently. In  about  one-half  the  counties  no  census  had  been  taken.  I  was 
ignorant  of  the  circumstances, and  greatly  perplexed;  but  being  compelled 
by  law  to  act  within  a  brief  period,  I  thought  there  was  no  alternative  but 
to  apportion  the  delegates  to  the  several  counties  on  the  returns  which  had 
been  made.  This  left  the  question  of  regularity  and  legality  to  the  conven- 
tion itself,  and  ultimately  to  Congress,  which  of  course  had  the  final  deci- 
sion of  the  w  hole  subject.'*^ 

*The  delegates  to  the  Lecompton  Constitutional  Convention  were  elected  June  15, 1857.  The  con- 
vention met  at  Lecompton  on  the  7th  of  September,  and  soon  adjourned  until  October  19th.  The 
election  for  members  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  took  place  on  the  5th  of  October.  At  this  election 
the  Oxford  and  other  frauds  were  committed. 

The  I-^compton  Convention  provided  for  an  election  on  the  21st  of  December  on  the  adoption  of 
the  slavery  clause,  in  these  words :  "The  ballots  cast  at  such  election  shall  be  indorsed,  'Constitution 
with  Slavery,'  and  'Constitution  with  no  Slavery.'  "  The  Convention  also  provided  for  an  election  on 
the  4th  of  January  following,  for  State  ufScers  and  members  of  the  Legislature  under  the  constitution. 

The  time  for  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  was  January  4,  1S58.  Oovernor 
Stanton  called  an  extra  session,  which  met  on  the  7th  of  December  preceding,  and  passed  an  act  sub- 
mitting the  Lecompton  Constitution  entire  to  a  vote  of  the  people. 

The  vote  on  the  lecompton  Constitution,  December  21,  as  submitted  by  the  convention,  was,  as  an- 
nounced by  General  Calhoun,  for  the  "Constitution  with  Slavery,"  G,266;  "Constitution  with  no 
Slavery,"  569.  The  vote  at  the  election  on  the  constitution,  as  provided  by  the  Legislature  at  the  extra 
session,  was,  "Against  the  Constitution,"  10,226;  "For  the  Constitution  with  Slavery,"  133;  "For  the 
Constitution  without  Slavery,"  23. 

Congress  finally,  under  the  English  bill,  provided  for  the  submission  of  the  constitution  to  a  vote  of 
the  petjple.  This  election  took  place  August  2,  185S,  and  resulted  in  a  vote  of  1,7SS  for  Ihe  coustiiiition, 
and  1I,:',00  against  it.  Majority  against  the  constitution,  9,512.  And  this  was  the  end  of  the  LecoDjp- 
ton  Constitution. 


STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


We  all  know  that  the  great  majority  of  the  people  were  Dot  registered  in 
that  census,  and  could  not  vote  for  delegates  to  the  convention.  Only  a  very 
small  minority  of  the  people  participated  in  the  election  which  followed. 

On  the  one  hand,  it  was  said  that  the  Free-State  men  refused  to  be  regis- 
tered, or  in  any  way  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  and  thus  acknowledge 
their  validity;  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  replied,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
■census-takers  to  register  the  names  of  all  citizens,  and  that  the  names  of 
many  prominent  Free-State  men,  well  known  to  the  officers,  were  purposely 
omitted  from  the  lists,  whereby  these  citizens,  without  their  fault,  were  un- 
justly deprived  of  the  opportunity  to  vote  if  they  had  desired  to  do  so. 

No  one,  I  presume,  will  deny  that  the  Free-State  party  voluntarily  with- 
held their  votes  and  refused  to  participate  in  the  organization  of  the  Le- 
compton  Convention.  But  in  the  light  of  subsequent  events,  this  becomes  a 
matter  of  no  importance.  It  is  too  late  now  to  inquire  what  justification 
the  mass  of  the  people  had  for  refusing  to  recognize  the  laws  of  the  Terri- 
tory. The  fact  that  they  did  so  refuse,  and  that  the  convention  represented 
but  an  inconsiderable  part  of  the  actual  citizens  of  the  Territory,  was  uni- 
versally known  and  admitted.  But  the  Government  at  Washington  —  the 
President  and  Congress,  recognized  the  validity  of  the  Territorial  laws. 
Therefore,  aside  from  the  irregularities  and  imperfections  of  the  census,  ihe 
legality  of  the  election  and  organization  of  the  convention  could  not  f:iirly 
be  disputed;  for  we  all  know  that  the  Federal  Government  has  supreme 
control  over  the  Territories  so  long  as  they  remain  such,  and  the  recognition 
of  their  laws  by  the  political  authorities  at  AYashington,  viz.,  the  President 
and  Congress,  makes  them  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes;  and  so  the 
courts  have  always  held,  and  will  always  hold  in  all  such  cases.  There- 
fore, if  the  people  of  this  Territory  chose  to  neglect  their  opportunity  to  vote 
-on  these  important  matters,  assuming  that  they  had  such  an  opportunity,  it 
was  their  own  choice,  and  they  would  have  no  just  right  to  complain.  But 
the  safety-valve  if  the  worst  should  come,  which  remained  ready  always  for 
the  relief  of  the  people  even  from  their  own  errors  or  omissions,  was  their 
unquestionable  right  to  enjoy  a  fair  opportunity  to  vote  on  any  constitution 
which  might  be  made  for  them,  and  to  accept  or  reject  it  according  to  their 
own  sovereign  will.  Both  Gov.  Walker  and  myself  assured  you  in  the  most 
solemn  manner  that  the  President  w^as  fully  committed  to  this  principle. 
W^e  did  not  belie  Mr,  Buchanan,  but  he  betrayed  us  and  you. 

Now  this,  in  brief,  was  the  political  situation  when  I  came  to  the  Territory, 
charged  with  the  commands  and  under  the  absolute  control  of  the  Executive 
Government  at  Washington  ;  by  whicii,!  mean  simply  that  a  certain  policv, 
in  which  I  fully  concurred,  had  been  prescribed  by  the  President,  and  I 
was  subject  at  any  moment  to  be  dismissed  at  his  pleasure.  I  was  honorablv 
bound  to  carry  out  the  instructions  to  which  I  had  agreed,  and  I  would  have 
had  no  right  to  complain  of  my  removal  if  I  had  disobeyed  them.  It  is 
true  the  organic  act,  alike  binding  on  the  President  and  myself,  gave  certain 
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powers  and  imposed  certain  responsibilities  on  the  Governor,  ^vhich  were 
independent  of  the  President  and  rested  solely  on  the  conscience  of  the 
Governor  so  long  as  he  held  that  position.  In  such  cases,  involving  the 
interests  and  welfare  of  the  people,  I  ^vas  bound  to  do  what  I  considered 
right,  regardless  of  censure  from  any  quarter. 

It  was  indeed  a  momentous  crisis,  fraught  with  results  of  incalculable 
importance,  and.  likely  at  any  moment  to  bring  about  contingencies  de- 
manding prompt  action,  without  time  or  opportunity  for  consultation.  A 
very  embarrassing  problem  was  presented  for  solution  to  the  Territorial  ad- 
ministration, the  elements  of  which  were  what  I  have  already  stated. 

The  very  highest  act  of  sovereignty  —  that  of  forming  a  State  constitu- 
tion for  admission  into  the  Union,  was  about  to  be  done  for  the  people,  if 
not  by  them.  The  great  mass  of  the  citizens  had  refused  to  cooperate  in  the 
preliminary  proceedings;  so  far  from  it,  they  had  actually  projected  an  an- 
tagonistic State  government  which  they  were  threatening  to  put  into  prac- 
tical operation.  The  Government  of  the  United  States,  then  controlled  by 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Buchanan  and  a  Congress  Democratic  in  both 
branches,  recognized  the  legitimacy  of  the  Territorial  authorities  and  the 
validity  of  the  laws  by  virtue  of  which  the  Lecompton  Constitutional  Con- 
vention was  to  be  organized,  and  held  a  portion  of  the  army  stationed  in 
the  Territory,  subject  to  the  command  of  the  Governor,  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  the  laws  and  maintaining  order.  The  Governor  and  Secretary 
were  in  a  certain  sense  only  the  agents  of  the  Washington  government,  in- 
asmuch, as  you  well  know,  they  were  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  the  President, 
to  be  dismissed  at  any  moment  at  his  own  whim  and  caprice,  or  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  such  heated  partisans  as  might  at  any  moment  reach  his  ear  and 
command  his  confidence.  We,  Governor  Walker  and  myself,  had  done  all 
that  was  possible  or  necessary,  as  we  thought,  when  in  advance  of  our  com- 
ing to  the  Territory  we  had  secured  the  pledge  of  the  President  and  his 
Cabinet  to  sustain  us  in  urging  the  people  to  take  charge  of  their  own  af- 
fairs by  going  into  the  elections,  assuring  them  in  the  most  solemn  manner 
that  the  voice  of  the  majority  should  prevail,  and  that  no  fraud  or  violence 
that  w^e  could  prevent  should  be  allowed  to  defeat  a  full  and  fair  expres- 
sion of  the  public  will. 

1  repeat  that  we  had  a  most  difficult  problem  to  soh^e.  We  were  placed 
between  two  fires.  We  had  to  meet  the  distrust  of  the  people  here,  and 
were  liable  to  be  deserted  by  the  administration  at  Washington.  There  was 
a  perpetual  effort  to  undermine  us  with  the  President  by  the  extreme  men  of 
the  South  who  held  his  confidence,  and  probably  prevailed  over  his  better 
judgment  by  their  threats  of  disunion.  Then  in  aid  of  this,  there  was  a 
perpetual  stream  of  misrepresentation  pouring  in  upon  the  members  of  the 
administration  from  the  Territory.  Long  before  the  final  break  between  us 
and  the  President,  that  result  was  known  and  predicted  here  by  tlie  leading 
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Pro-Slavery  men,  who  were  in  constant  correspondence'  with  their  coadju- 
tors in  Washington  and  the  South. 

You  do  not  need  to  be  reminded  of  the  earnest  efforts  made  by  Governor 
Walker  in  many  public  speeches  to  induce  the  people  of  the  Territory  to 
confide  in  our  pledges,  and  go  forward  and  exert  their  supreme  authority  at 
the  polls.  I  liave  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  objections  w^ith  which  my  ow-n 
humble  efforts  in  the  same  line  w^ere  met.  On  every  hand  among  the  Free- 
State  men  I  was  greeted  with  the  violent  assertion  that  it  was  not  in  our 
power  to  provide  a  fair  election;  that  we,  ourselves,  would  be  deceived  and 
cheated;  and  that  they  would  be  outnumbered  and  overpowered  by  the 
votes  of  invaders  under  the  very  bayonets  of  the  army.  But  I  was  most 
of  all  surprised  when  some  of  these  men  said:  "If  you  undertake  to  deal 
fairly  with  us  the  Government  w^ill  desert  you,  and  you  will  yourselves  be 
removed  from  office."  I  laughed  at  this  prediction  w^hen  it  was  made,  but 
I  found  afterwards  it  was  something  more  than  a  mere  jest.  Your  sad  ex- 
perience had  made  your  apprehensions  of  evil  prophetic. 

It  was  too  late  then  for.  the  people  to  participate  in  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to  the  convention.  They  had  not  been  registered,  and  could  not  vote. 
They  had  either  shut  themselves  out  by  refusing  to  register  their  own 
names,  or  they  had  been  excluded  by  the  partisan  officers  who  had  pur- 
posely omitted  them  from  the  lists.  Whichever  of  these  statements  was  true, 
the  Lecorapton  Convention  was  elected  by  an  inconsiderable  number  of  the 
people,  and  in  no  sense  represented  the  prevailing  public  opinion.  Yet  this 
body  assembled  at  the  appointed  time  and  organized  itself  for  action;  but 
as  the  October  elections  were  approaching,  it  adjourned  without  doing  any- 
thing important,  postponing  its  work  until  after  the  result  of  the  election 
should  be  known.  It  was  then  understood  that  the  counsels  of  the  wiser 
and  cooler  heads  of  the  Free-State  party  had  prevailed,  and  that  they  would 
very  generally  take  part  in  the  approaching  election. 

The  action  of  the  convention  in  suspending  its  sessions  was  somewhat  re- 
markable and  significent.  The  members  of  this  body  claiming  to  represent 
the  people  were  about  to  prepare  for  a  change  from  a  Territorial  to  a  State 
government,  which  change,  if  effectual,  would  necessarily  make  the  pend- 
ing election  of  no  importance  whatever.  If  they  had  felt  themselves  to  be 
the  true  representatives  of  the  people,  fairly  elected,  or  if  they  had  enter- 
tained the  purpose  of  honestly  expressing  the  wish  and  will  of  the  majoritv 
and  of  fairly  submitting  their  conclusions  to  the  vote  of  the  people  whose 
servants  they  were,  or  ought  to  have  been,  they  would  have  had  no  motives 
for  suspending  their  j^roceedings  and  awaiting  the  result  of  an  election  so 
soon  to  be  entirely  superseded  and  rendered  absolutely  of  no  avail.  But 
extraordinary  events  immediately  occurring  at  the  election  shed  a  new  light 
on  their  proceedings,  and  created  a  profound  sensation  throughout  the 
country. 

The  astounding  frauds  perpetrated  at  Oxford,  in  Johnson  county,  and 
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several  precincts  in  McGee,  soon  became  known.  They  were  intended,  and, 
indeed,  would  have  been  efFectual,  to  give  the  control  of  the  new  Territorial 
Legislature  to  the  Pro-Slavery  party,  which  was  also  supreme  in  the  conven- 
tion. It  would  be  fatal,  these  men  perceived,  to  let  the  Territorial  Legis- 
lature, even  in  its  expiring  days,  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  people,  espe- 
cially since  the  result  would  serve  to  show  too  plainly  the  insignificance  of 
the  support  which  they  actually  had  in  the  popular  vote. 

The  returns  in  the  case  of  these  election  precincts  were  nothing  less  than 
flagrant  forgeries.  They  contained  thousands  of  names  of  persons  not  pres- 
ent at  the  election.  They  were  not  returns  of  votes  illegally  offered  and 
received,  but  they  were  immense  lists  of  fictitious  names,  fraudulently  en- 
tered and  falsely  returned,  as  those  of  actual  voters. 

If  we  had  been  disposed  to  forget  our  solemn  pledges  and  those  of  the 
administration,  if  we  had  an  unmanly  fear  of  losing  our  positions,  or  if  for 
any  cause  we  had  wished  to  evade  responsibility  in  this  emergency,  we  might 
have  said,  these  are  questions  for  the  Legislature  itself,  which  is  the  sole 
judge  of  the  election  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members.  But  this  would 
have  given  the  control  to  the  authors  of  the  fraud,  and  there  would  have 
been  little  hope  of  maintaining  the  rights  of  the  majority.  Yet  if  the  re- 
turns, however  false  and  fraudulent,  had  been  formal  and  regular,  attended 
with  all  the  legal  requisites,  it  might  not  have  been  within  the  power  of  the 
Governor  and  Secretary  to  have  prevented  the  consummation  of  this  great 
wrong.  But  we  had  pledged  ourselves  to  the  extent  of  our  authority  to 
secure  fair  play  to  the  people.  Good  faith  and  personal  honor  required  us 
to  fulfill  this  obligation  to  the  very  letter.  It  became  our  duty  to  look 
closely  into  the  whole  case,  both  as  to  its  intrinsic  merits  and  the  technical 
questions  involved  in  it.  The  fraud  was  notorious.  Governor  Walker  and 
myself  made  a  visit  to  Oxford  and  ascertained  beyond  all  doubt  that  the 
result  embodied  in  the  returns  was  a  monstrous  exafr2:eration,  fraudulently 
manufactured  out  of  an  insignificant  number  of  actual  votes.  The  facts 
were  not  and  could  not  be  disputed.  Llaving  settled  this  question  to  our 
entire  satisfaction,  our  duty  was  plain.  We  found  cer^in  technical  defects 
in  the  papers  which  enabled  us  to  reject  them  without  assuming  to  go  be- 
hind the  returns.  In  a  case  where  there  was  no  suspicion  of  wrong  we 
nn'ght  have  overlooked  these  defects;  probably  we  should  have  done  so. 
But  here  they  gave  us  the  opportunity  to  do  what  we  knew  to  be  right,  and 
we  did  not  hesitate  to  do  it.  We  were,  by  our  personal  pledges,  bound  in 
honor  not  to  betray  the  people.  We  thought  the  administration  was  equally 
bound  with  us,  and  would  certainly  approve  our  acts.  But  above  and  be- 
yond all  this,  common  honesty  and  a  just  regard  for  the  people  whose  ser- 
vants we  were,  imposed  this  obligation  upon  us  more  strongly  than  any 
mere  personal  pledges  of  our  own.  I  have  never  claimed  any  merit  for 
doing  what  was  a  matter  of  plain,  simple  duty;  but  I  did  feel  aggrieved 
wlien  I  received  no  word  of  approval  from  Washington,  but  was  greeted,  in- 
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stead,  with  volleys  of  unmeasured  abuse  from  Democrats  in  all  quarters  of 
the  country. 

The  Lecompton  Convention  resumed  its  sessions  after  the  election ;  but 
this  disclosure  and  defeat  of  these  great  frauds  effected  something  more 
than  the  mere  reversal  of  the  majority  in  the  Territorial  Legislature,  and 
the  transfer  of  power  in  that  body  from  the  Pro-Slavery  minority  to  the 
real  majority  of  the  people.  It  was  a  revelation  of  preceding  methods  by 
■which  the  Territory  had  been  governed,  and  went  far  to  confirm  the  charges 
of  the  Free-State  men,  and  to  justify  them  in  their  refusal  to  participate  in 
elections  controlled  by  such  foul  means  as  were  now  for  the  first  time  fully 
exposed. 

Some  of  the  delegates  in  the  convention  had  been  candidates  in  this 
election,  and  claimed  to  be  successful  by  virtue  of  these  gross  frauds.  They 
demanded  their  certificates  with  threats  and  loud  denunciations;  but  not 
succeeding  in  this  attempt  to  defraud  the  people  and  to  usurp  control  of  the 
new  Legislature,  they  proceeded  to  counteract  this  result,  so  disastrous  to 
them,  by  a  provision  in  the  State  constitution  to  the  effect  that  the  laws 
should  not  be  altered  except  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  when  estab- 
lished and  recognized  by  Congress.  They  also  attempted  to  make  the  con- 
stitution itself  unalterable  for  a  long  period  after  its  adoption.  In  due  rime 
they  finished  their  abortive  constitution  —  a  monstrous  malformarion  — 
disfigured  by  the  adoption  of  the  Oxford  frauds,  which  were  made  the  basis 
of  representation,  thus  giving  the  counties  bordering  on  Missouri  an  unjust 
preponderance  in  the  proposed  State  government.  This  was  the  bold  and 
bare-faced  act  of  bad  men  made  desperate ;  but  the  device  for  submitting 
this  instrument  to  the  people  was  altogether  of  a  ditferent  order.  It  was  the 
artful  and  cunning  invention  of  tricksters  who  were  bent  on  compassing 
their  ends,  per  fas  aid  nefas.  Everybody  knows  that,  while  the  pretended 
alternative  was,  "For  the  constitution  with  slavery,"  or  "For the  constitution 
without  slavery,"  no  matter  which  vote  should  have  prevailed,  the  State 
would  still  have  been  left  as  completely  slaveholding  as  many  of  the  South- 
ern States  which  prohibited  the  introduction  of  more  slaves  within  their 
borders.  This  was  trifling  with  the  public  conscience  and  insulting  to  the 
common  sense  of  the  people.    But  this  was  not  all,  nor  even  the  worst. 

John  Calhoun  had  been  made  president  of  the  convention.  He  was  the 
Surveyor  General  of  the  Territory,  with  more  patronage  than  the  Governor, 
and,  it  seems,  with  more  influence  at  Washington,  for  he  had  power  there  to 
command  the  support  of  the  administration  for  fraud  and  wrong,  while  the 
Governor  was  powerless  to  bring  the  President  and  his  cabinet  to  protect 
and  defeud  the  sufiering  rights  of  the  people. 

To  this  man,  Calhoun,  the  Lecompton  Convention  confided  the  entire 
machinery  of  the  elections  under  their  proposed  constitution.  He  was  to 
appoint  all  tlie  commissioners  of  election,  receive  all  the  returns,  and  pro- 
nounce the  result.    xVll  the  machinery  of  the  Territorial  Government  was 
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set  aside,  and  this  extraordinary  scheme  of  one-man  power,  uncontrolled  and 
irresponsible,  substituted  in  its  place. 

The  people  had  no  confidence  in  the  impartiality  or  political  integrity  of 
General  Calhoun.  With  that  sort  of  inspiration  which  sometimes  enlight- 
ens a  community  in  great  emergencies,  they  saw  through  the  whole  fraudu- 
lent scheme  to  its  end.  Their  insight  was  more  than  verified  by  the  result 
which  soon  followed  with  the  pretended  elections  of  the  21st  of  December 
and  January  4th, 

In  the  meantime  there  was  intense  excitement  throughout  the  Territory. 
The  people  were  justly  indignant  at  what  they  felt  to  be  an  artful  scheme 
to  deprive  them  of  all  voice  in  their  own  government,  and  to  impose  upon 
them  a  constitution  which  they  abhorred,  and  which,  Avith  a  fair  opportu- 
nity to  vote,  they  would  overwhelmingly  reject.  In  some  quarters  there  were 
threats  of  violence,  and  preparations  for  desperate  action,  which  perhaps  had 
not  yet  assumed  any  definite  form  or  been  directed  to  any  more  distinct  pur- 
pose tlian  that  of  resisting  a  great  impending  wrong.  In  the  midst  of  all 
this  profound  agitation,  there  was  one  loud  call  on  the  Governor  to  convene 
an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature.  This  seemed  to  be  the  voice  of  f^ason, 
calmly  issuing  out  of  the  mighty  tumult  of  passion.-  The  people  demanded 
an  opportunity  to  give  legal  expression  to  their  opinions  and  will  with  re- 
spect to  the  Lecompton  Constitution  —  a  just  purpose  which  they  could  not 
eifect  under  that  instrument,  even  if  they  had  believed  their  vote  would  be 
fairly  counted  and  honestly  returned. 

It  happened  just  at  this  time  that  Governor  Walker  had  received  some 
intimation  that  he  had  been  undermined  at  Washington  and  was  about  to 
be  abandoned  by  the  administration.  He  left  the  Territory,  in  pursuance 
of  leave  of  absence  previously  obtained,  and  went  directly  to  the  Federal 
city,  leaving  me  once  more  with  all  the  power  and  responsibility  of  the 
Governorship  in  my  hands.  But  before  his  departure  I  earnestly  entreated 
him  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature  in  response  to  the  demands 
of  the  p<;ople,  and  I  said  to  him:  ''If  you  will  not,  I  now  inform  you  that 
in  all  probability  you  will  see  my  proclamation  convening  the  Legislature 
before  you  reach  Washington."  I  could  elicit  from  him  no  opinion  or  ad- 
vice;, he  went  away,  and  I  was  left  in  this  great  emergency  to  act  on  my 
own  unaided  judgment. 

What  was  I  to  do?  There  were  the  military  forces  of  the  United  States 
at  my  command,  and  there  was  no  reason  to  fear  the  result  of  any  threatened 
violence.  It  hap[)ened  that  on  the  30th  of  November,  the  day  before  I 
issued  my  proclamation,  General  Cass,  Secretary  of  State,  wrote  me  his 
official  letter  of  that  date,  reminding  me  of  the  fact  that  the  army  was  here 
to  support  me.  and  repeating  to  me  the  instructions  previously  given  to 
Governor  Walker.  Of  course  that  letter  was  not  received  for  some  days 
atterwards,  although  I  knew  very^  well  all  about  the  army  and  my  authority 
to  call  on  it  for  aid  in  certain  contingencies.  But  what  could  the  army  have 
done  in  the  emergency  of  that  day?    General  Cass  assumed  in  his  letter  to 
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me  that  the  Lecomptoii  Constitution  fairly  submitted  the  slavery  question 
to  the  people,  and  gave  them  an  opportunity  '"  to  determine  whether  Kansas 
shall  be  a  slave  State  or  a  free  State,  in  the  very  manner  contemplated  by 
its  organic  law."  You  know  how  far  this  was  from  the  facts  of  the  ca^e; 
but  evidently  General  Cass  expected  me  to  employ  the  army  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  order  and  fair  play  at  the  Calhoun  elections.  How  utterly 
inadequate  would  this  have  been  to  the  demands  of  the  occasion!  Imagine 
a  battery  of  artillery  pursuing  Jack  Henderson  to  Delaware  Crossing  to 
prevent  the  forgery  committed  there;  or  a  company  of  dragoons  hghting 
the  notorious  frauds  at  Oxford,  Kickapoo,  and  elsewhere  I 
"The  power  of  armies  is  a  visible  thing. 
Formed  and  circumscribed  in  time  and  space;*" 

but  the  devices  of  wicked  men,  bent  on  maintaining  ill-gotten  power  by 
means  of  false  oaths  and  forged  papers,  are  too  subtle  to  be  met  and  thwarted 
by  military  forces.  These  are  wholly  inappropriate  and  inefficient.  The 
only  adequate  remedies  are  the  felon's  manacles  and  the  cell  of  the  it^m- 
tentiary. 

But  my  own  reasoning  on  this  subject  was  very  simple,  and,  to  my  mind, 
satisfactory  and  conclusive.  I  said  to  myself,  "The  constitution  is,  or  ought 
to  be,  for  the  people's  government.  They  have  the  right  to  adopt  it  or  re- 
ject it;  and  they  are  entitled  to  a  fair  opportunity  to  express  their  will  ex- 
plicitly in  a  formal  and  legal  manner.  If  the  people  show  in  any  satisfactory 
way  that  they  do  not  want  this  constitution,  Congress  will  not  so  far  disre- 
gard all  the  principles  of  free  government  as  to  force  it  upon  them."  Such 
were  my  thoughts  at  the  time,  and  they  seem  to  me  to  be  just  and  reasona- 
ble now,  as  they  did  then.  In  the  simplicity  of  my  heart,  I  did  not  dream 
that  a  Democratic  administration  which  had  been  fully  committed  to  the 
policy  of  submitting  the  constitution  to  the  vote  of  the  people,  would  find 
fault  with  me  for  calling  the  Legislature  in  order  to  give  them  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity to  declare  their  will  in  a  regular  and  legal  way.  AVhat  harm 
could  it  do,  except  to  expose  the  villainy  of  those  who  had  already  too  long 
enjoyed  the  fruits  of  that  fraud  and  violence,  by  which  they  had  usurped 
the  power  they  unjustly  held? 

In  my  message  to  the  Legislature  I  recommended  the  passage  of  a  law 
providing  the  means  for  holding  a  fair  election,  in  which  the  citizens  could 
vote  for  or  against  the  constitution  in  an  effective  and  conclusive  manner: 
and  I  advised  that  the  legislative  action  should  be  confined  to  this  subject 
alone,  with  a  view  to  make  it  more  influential  with  Congress.  It  was  plain 
to  me  that  any  other  acts,  especially  such  extreme  partisan  measures  as 
the  natural  resentment  of  the  members  might  incite  them  to  adopt,  would 
tend  to  prevent  the  accomplishnient  of  the  single  object  I  had  in  view, 
which  was  to  defeat  the  Lecompton  Constitution.  By  rejecting  the  Oxford 
and  jNEcGee  frauds,  I  had  given  the  majority  in  tlie  Legislature  to  the  Free- 
State  party,  to  which  it  riglufully  belonged;  and  now  I  had  calkd  iliis  op- 
position Legislature — I  mean  opposition  to  the  administration  at  AVashington 
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—  and  given  it  power  in  advance  of  the  regular  meeting  to  do  a  great  service 
to  the  cause  of  right  and  truth.  It  was  very  certain  that,  if  by  this  act  of 
mine  I  had  let  loose  the  violent  elements  that  were  uppermost,  to  adopt  all 
those  Avild  and  extravagant  schemes  which  they  were  well  known  to  con- 
template, I  should  have  been  myself  overwhelmed  and  disgraced.  There- 
fore I  asked  that  they  should  do  only  what  was  necessary  at  the  time,  and 
leave  all  other  things  to  their  regular  meeting,  "vvhich,  by  law,  was  to  take 
place  only  a  few  weeks  later.  To  this  policy  the  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture pledged  themselves.  They  did  not  quite  keep  this  pledge;  but  they 
passed  the  law  which  I  had  suggested,  and  this  law  was  carried  out  by  my 
successor,  Governor  Denver,  and  was  the  means  of  notifying  Congress,  and 
all  the  world,  that  the  people  of  Kansas  were  overwhelmingly  opposed  to 
the  Lecompton  Constitution, 

Everybody  except  myself  anticipated  what  followed.  I  was,  in  reality, 
:?o  unsophisticated,  as  to  believe  that  a  politician  might  do  justice,  even 
against  his  own  party,  and  not  suffer  in  its  esteem. 

N^otwithstanding  my  prompt  removal  by  the  President,  no  question  was 
made  as  to  the  legality  and  validity  of  my  acts.  General  Cass,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  his  letter  of  the  11th  of  December,  1857,  instructed  Governor 
Denver,  in  reference  to  the  extra  session  of  the  Legislature  which  I  had 
called,  in  these  words:  "Its  members  are  entitled  to  be  secure  and  free  iri 
their  deliberations.  Its  rightful  action  must  also  be  respected.  Should  it 
authorize  an  election  by  the  people,  for  any  purpose,  this  election  should  be 
held  without  interruption,  no  less  than  those  authorized  by  the  convention." 
This  was  a  recognition  that  I  had  done  nothing  unlawful,  but  had  only 
exercised  a  power  which  the  organic  act  confided  to  my  discretion,  and  which 
the  President  found  himself  compelled  to  uphold  and  defend,  even  while  he 
censured  and  removed  me  for  the  act. 

In  that  same  letter  of  instructions  to  General  Denver,  General  Cass  in- 
structed the  new  Governor  as  to  the  elections  under  the  control  of  Calhoun, 
as  president  of  the  Lecompton  Convention,  in  these  words:  "From  these 
views  you  will  readily  understand  what  the  President  regards  as  the  chief 
duty  which  devolves  upon  you  as  Mr.  Stanton's  successor.  This  duty  is  to 
preserve  the  peace  in  Kansas.  Every  person  entitled  to  vote  under  the 
constitution  ought  to  have  safe  access  to  the  polls  and  to  be  free  from  any 
restraint  whatever  in  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise.  If  the  civil 
power  is  found  insufHcient  for  this  purpose,  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
.sliould  be  employed  in  aid  of  it,  and  it  may  be  a  wise  precaution  to  have 
them  stationed  in  advance  within  reach  of  those  places  where,  in  your  judg- 
ment, their  services  are  likely  to  be  required." 

In  an  address  of  my  own  on  the  29th  elanuary,  1858,  I  used  this  lan- 
guage in  reference  to  my  act  of  calling  an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature: 

"The  people  were  intensely  excited,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  coolest  men  in 
tlie  Territory  that,  without  a  call  of  the  Ijogislature.  the  electionfi  under  the  constiiu- 
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tion  could  not  have  taken  place  without  collision  and  bloodshed.  The  meeting  of 
the  Legislature  diverted  the  attention  of  the  people  from  the  schemes  of  violence 
upon  which  they  were  brooding,  substituted  the  excitement  of  debate  and  investiga- 
tion for  that  of  fierce  and  warlike  hatred,  and  enabled  their  representatives  to  devise 
means  for  counteracting  the  wrongs  which  they  justly  apprehended.'" 

I  firmly  believe  I  had  done  more  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  Territory 
by  calling  that  extra  session  of  the  Legislature,  than  all  the  army  of  the 
United  States  could  have  accomplished;  and  the  exposure  of  the  frauds 
in  the  October  election  had  an  equal  efficiency  also  to  point  out,  establish 
and  verify  the  similar  frauds  Avhich  were  foreshadowed  and  anticipated  in 
the  Calhoun-Lecompton  elections  of  the  21st  December  and  4th  of  Janu- 
ary. The  army  of  the  Nation  was  wholly  incompetent  to  deal  with  these 
transactions,  or  in  any  way  to  prevent  them,  as  I  have  already  shown.  The 
idea  of  meeting  the  perpetrators  of  these  famous  frauds  with  military  force 
is  supremely  ludicrous.  John  Calhoun  had  a  company  of  dragoons  to  pro- 
tect him  as  he  carried  these  foiged  returns,  or  their  fraudulent  results,  out 
of  this  Territory.  With  my  own  eyes  I  saw  him  escorted  in  this  way  from 
Lecompton.  I  do  not  mean  to  charge  that  General  Cass  or  President  Bu- 
chanan intended  this  use  of  the  army,  but  I  do  say  that  such  was  the  per- 
vei-sion  of  its  functions,  in  spite  of  the  better  purposes  proclaimed  in  the 
instructions. 

Now  it  was  evident  that  the  President  and  his  cabinet  were  fully  com- 
mitted to  the  Lecompton  Constitution,  and  would  recommend  the  admission 
of  the  State  under  it,  in  case  a  favorable  vote  should  be  reported  by  Gen- 
eral Calhoun.  It  was  not  dou])ted,  indeed  it  was  well  knoyn,  that  he 
would  certainly  make  that  report,  because  the  people  could  not  vote  eti'ect- 
ively,  and  therefore  would  not  vote  at  all,  in  the  election  on  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution.  But  the  people  did  very  generally  vote  in  the  election 
of  State  officers  on  the  4tli  of  January,  and  still  more  generally  in  the 
election  provided  on  the  same  day  by  the  extra  session  of  the  Legislature, 
for  and  against  the  ado])tion  of  the  Lecompton  Constitution.  The  constitu- 
tion was  overwhelmingly  rejected  by  the  people.  The  election  was  held 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  and  so  far  as  I 
know,  its  fairness  has  never  been  impugned.  A  subsequent  investigation 
established  the  fact  that  even  in  Calhoun's  election  for  State  officers,  the 
Free-State  candidates  were  elected  by  the  legitimate  votes  of  the  people,  re- 
jecting only  those  frauds  Avhich  were  notorious  and  incontestable.  But  I 
believe  Calhoun  kept  the  result  within  his  own  breast,  intending  to  make  it 
known  only  in  the  event  the  State  should  be  admitted  under  the  Lecompton 
Constitution.  That  he  intended  to  adopt  the  frauds  and  report  in  favor  of 
the  candidates  elected  by  them,  is  rendered  only  too  certain  by  the  famous 
candle-box  discovery  which  exploded  the  whole  scheme. 

He  had  taken  the  false  result  out  of  the  forged  papers,  and  like  some  mur- 
derer trying  to  conceal  his  crime,  he  had  buried  the  foul  carcass  and  left  it 
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to  rot  in  the  candle-box  under  the  wood-pile  in  his  office  yard  at  Lecomp- 
ton. 

After  these  exciting  events,  when  I  was  no  longer  in  office,  but  relieved 
of  all  official  responsibility,  I  started  for  Washington  with  a  view  to  use 
all  my  personal  influence  to  prevent  the  success  of  the  Lecompton  schenje 
in  Congress.  On  the  way,  at  several  places,  I  addressed  large  assemblages 
of  the  people,  giving  them  an  impartial  account  of  things  in  the  Territory. 
At  Columbus,  Ohio,  there  was  a  very  large  and  enthusiastic  meeting,  in- 
cluding Governor  S.  P.  Chase  and  other  prominent  men,  who  loudly  con- 
demned and  denounced  the  frauds  and  wrongs  attempted  and  perpetrated 
in  Kansas.  At  Albany,  the  capital  of  New  York,  I  was  allowed  to  occu])y 
the  hall  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  of  the  State,  in  which  I  spoke  to 
the  people,  and  the  story  of  your  wrongs  was  received  and  heard  with  pro- 
found interest  and  attention.  Again,  in  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  New- 
York  I  addressed  immense  audiences,  in  which  the  citizens  loudly  proclaimed 
their  sympathy  with  the  struggling  people  of  this  Territory,  and  their  in- 
dignation at  the  wrongs  threatened  by  the  administration  in  approving  and 
supporting  the  Lecompton  fraud.  George  Bancroft,  whom  I  first  knew  as 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  under  President  Polk's  administration,  presided  at 
the  meeting  in  New  York;  and  at  all  the  meetings  were  read  letters  of  sym- 
pathy from  eminent  Democrats  —  from  such  men  as  Governor  Robert  J. 
Walker,  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  Governor  Plenry  A.  Wise  of  Virginia,  Thomas 
L.  Harris  of  Illinois,  John  Plickman  of  Pennsylvania,  and  others  of  equal 
prominence.  Everywhere  the  masses  of  the  people  seemed  to  be  thoroughly 
aroused  to  the  enormity  of  the  outrages  against  which  I  had  raised  my  fee- 
ble voice. 

At  Washington  the  Democratic  administration,  with  blind  infatuation, 
was  moving  steadily  on  to  the  consummation  of  its  fatal  purpose.  The  Presi- 
dent, in  a  special  message,  had  submitted  the  Lecompton  Constitution  and 
recommended  the  admission  of  the  State  under  it.  With  hollow  and  sophis- 
tical arguments,  ignoring  the  well-established  facts  of  the  case,  which  were 
well  known  to  the  whole  world,  Mr.  Buchanan  insisted  that  this  Lecompton 
instrument  was  framed  for  and  by  the  people  of  Kansas,  and  embodied  their 
will.  He  urged  Congress  to  accept  it  and  force  the  people  of  Kansas  to 
live  under  it.  The  Territorial  Legislature  had  protested  against  it;  the 
people  of  the  Territory  by  a  solemn  vote  had  overwhelmingly  rejected  it; 
and  more  than  half  the  pe.o})le  of  the  whole  nation  had  given  the  plainest 
indications  of  their  syniplvthy  with  the  people  of  Kansas,  and  their  con- 
demnation of  the  administration's  stubborn  policy  of  oppression. --^ 

♦Gov.  Denver,  in  his  speech  subseciiiently  made  at  tliis  meeting,  stated  the  interesting  fact  that  at 
the  beginning  of  the  Lecompton  struggle  he  had  sent  Judge  Elmore  to  Washington  with  a  long  letter  to 
.Mr.  Huchanan,  urging  him  to  advise  Congress  toset  aside  the  Lecoui[)ton  Constitution,  and  to  pass  an  en- 
abling act  instead.  Mr.  Buchanan's  reply  to  Ju<ige  Kltuore  was,  that  he  had  already  prepared  his  mes- 
sage lo  Congress  on  the  subject,  and  had  shown  it  to  sume  parties.  lie  regretted  that  he  did  not  fee!  .'.t 
liberty  to  alter  it. 

These  facts,  so  creditable  to  Gov.  Denver  and  to  Judge  Elmore,  only  serve  to  make  Mr.  Buchanan  s 
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The  Democrats  in  Congress  were  somewhat  divided;  but  the  administra- 
tion, now  in  the  first  year  of  its  existence,  and  in  the  plenitude  of  its 
strength  with  the  still  predominant  Democratic  party,  used  all  its  power 
and  patronage  to  secure  the  passage  of  this  favorite  measure. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  1858,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  L.  Harris,  of 
Illinois,  the  House  of  Representatives  referred  the  President's  message  on 
the  Lecompton  Constitution  to  a  select  committee  of  fifteen,  and  "  instructed 
this  committee  to  inquire  into  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  formation  of 
said  constitution,  and  the  laws  under  which  the  same  was  originated,  and 
into  all  such  facts  and  proceedings  as  have  transpired  since  the  formation 
of  said  constitution  having  relation  to  the  question  or  propriety  of  the  ad- 
mission of  the  said  Territory  into  the  Union  under  the  said  constitution,  and 
w  lether  the  same  is  acceptable  and  satisfactory  to  a  majority  of  the  legal 
voters  of  Kansas;  and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers."  As  a  matter  of  course,  in  pursuance  of  parliamentary  usage, 
Mr.  Harris  was  made  the  chairman  of  this  committee;  and  by  the  same 
usage  a  majority  of  the  committee  ought  to  have  been  constituted  of  mem- 
bers favorable  to  the  object  of  the  resolution.  But  this  usage  was  wholly 
disregarded,  and  the  majority  of  those  appointed  were  partisans  of  the  ad- 
ministration, favorable  to  the  Lecompton  scheme,  and  opposed  to  any  inves- 
tigation wdiatever,  even  of  those  very  questions  named  in  the  resolution. 
The  committee  divided  in  the  proportion  of  eight  to  seven,  and  thus  became 
the  prototype  and  precedent  for  another  famous  commission,  organized 
nineteen  years  afterwards,  in  which  the  same  fatal  proportion  of  eight  to 
seven  was  developed.  The  majority  uf  this  committee,  under  the  lead  of 
the  eminent  Southern  statesman  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  refused  to  go  be- 
hind the  Lecompton  Constitution  and  the  vote  reported  by  Gen.  John 
Calhoun.  They  held  these  to  be  absolutely  conclusive,  and  so  reported  to 
the  House  of  Representatives.  It  was  in  vain  that  Chairman  Harris,  at  the 
head  of  the  minority  of  seven,  referred  to  notorious  facts  which  proved  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  world  outside  of  the  administration  party,  that  the 
people  of  Kansas  abhorred  the  instrument  and  all  the  bad  devices  by  which 
it  had  been  accompanied,  and  that  in  a  legal  vote  they  had  actually  rejected 
it  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  The  memorable  eight  of  the  committee 
refused  to  go  behind  the  returns  of  John  Calhoun,  or  to  consider  any  evi- 
dence aliunde,  or  outside  of  the  Lecompton  Convention  and  the  vote 
authorized  under  it.  See  report  ^o.  377  of  the  House  of  Representativa-, 
1st  session  35th  Congress,  page  314.    It  there  appears  that  on  the  3d  of 

treachery  to  principle  uiore  plain  and  indisputable.  He  had  evidently  been  taking  counsel  with  the 
secessionists,  and  had  sliown  them  his  message  in  favor  of  the  Lecompton  Constitution;  and  wheu  Gov. 
Denver  assured  liiin  tliat  this  iuslruiuent  was  not  acceptable  to  the  people,  and  this  assurance  was  no 
doubt  enforced  by  .Iu<lge  Elmore,  himself  a  member  of  the  Lecompton  Convention,  and  a  Southern 
man  of  the  most  decided  character,  the  President  felt  himself  so  far  committed  that,  against  his  own 
regrets,  he  persisted  in  sending  iu  his  message  in  favor  of  what  he  must  have  known  to  be  a  fraud  and 
a  wrong 
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March,  1858,  Mr.  Stephens  submitted  his  report  to  the  committee,  and  the 
fullowing-  resolutions: 

'"'■Resolved,  That  the  law  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  providing  for  taking  the  ^ense 
of  the  people  of  that  Territory  upon  the  propriety  of  their  applying  for  admission 
as  a  State  into  the  Union,  and  the  vote  of  the  people  under  said  law:  also  the  law. of 
said  Territory  providing  for  the  call  of  a  convention  in  pursuance  of  the  popular 
will  thus  expressed,  together  with  the  registration  of  voters  and  the  apportionment 
of  delegates  to  said  convention  under  said  act,  and  the  election  of  said  delegates  as 
officially  certified  to,  the  constitution  as  framed  by  said  convention,  and  the  vote  on 
its  submission  under  its  own  schedule  and  provision,  as  officially  adjudged  and  an- 
nounced, embrace  all  the  laws  and  facts  essential  to  the  investigation  of  the  ques- 
tions submitted  to  this  committee  in  the  resolution  of  their  appointment. 

"itJe.soZufifZ,  That  while  we  do  not  consider  the  vote  of  the  ith  of  January  last  on  the 
submission  of  the  said  constitution  by  the  late  Territorial  Legislature  as  having  any 
material  bearing  on  the  events  of  this  inquiry,  yet  we  admit,  receive  and  alli)w  to 
be  filed  with  the  other  matters  collected  by  this  committee  the  vote  at  that  election, 
as  proclaimed  and  published  by  the  officers  of  the  Legislature.'" 

These  resolutions,  and  the  accompanying  report  of  Mr.  Stephens,  were 
adopted  by  the  vote  of  eight  to  seven.  They  were  a  mere  cob-web  of  soph- 
istry, behind  which  were  concealed  all  the  frauds  and  villainies  attempted 
and  perpetrated  against  the  people  of  Kansas.  These  were  to  be  abso- 
lutely suppressed  by  the  purblind  supporters  of  Lecompton,  though  all  the 
world  beside  knew  them  to  be  fully  established  by  the  most  conclusive 
proofs. 

In  the  early  career  of  Mohammed,  the  great  prophet  of  Islam,  he  wa^ 
once  pursued  by  his  enemies,  who  sought  to  slay  him  as  a  folse  prophet; 
and  one  evening  being  very  closely  pressed,  he  took  refuge  in  a  cave,  to 
which  the  entrance  was  very  small.  The  next  morning,  the  enemy,  siiii 
pursuing  him,  traced  him  to  the  cave;  but  seeing  the  mouth  of  it  covered 
with  cob-webs,  which  glittered  in  the  morning  light,  they  concluded  it  had 
not  been  entered,  and  passed  on.  The  spiders  had  done  the  work  in  one 
night;  the  intended  victim  escaped,  and  lived  to  control  half  the  civilized 
world  for  generations  afterwards. 

A.  H.  Stephens  of  . Georgia,  Gov.  Letcher  of  Virginia,  Gen.  Quitman  of 
Mississippi,  Gov.  Stephenson  of  Kentucky,  and  four  other  members  uf  the 
committee,  all  highly  respectable  and  even  eminent  men  in  their  party,  were 
the  spiders  that  spun  the  web  of  sophistry  to  conceal  the  truth  and  to  nuiin- 
tain  the  Lecompton  fraud.  They  did  it,  quite  as  unconscious  of  the  great 
results  impending,  as  did  their  prototypes,  the  insects  at  the  mouth  of  3[o- 
hammed's  cave.  But  the  device  failed.  The  llimsy  fabric  was  brushed 
away,  the  truth  came  out  before  the  whole  world,  and  the  course  of  history 
in  this  country  was  irresistibly  directed  by  the  tar-reaching  results  of  these- 
apparently  trifling  events  then  so  contemptuously  disregarded. 

The  report  of  this  committee  opened  the  long  and  bitter  contest  in  Con- 
gress over  the  Lecompton  question:  and,  in  spite  of  all  the  power  and  pat- 
ronage of  the  administration,  unscrupulously  used  in  this  struggle,  in  spite 
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of  the  report  of  the  committee  aud  the  attempt  to  suppress  all  the  facts,  the 
measure  was  fiually  defeated.  The  English  bill,  as  it  was  called,  was  passed 
in  its  stead.  This  was  not  such  a  measure  as  ought  to  have  been  adopted  ; 
but  it  was  the  best  that  could  be  obtained  under  the  circumstances,  and  was 
accepted  by  the  friends  of  Kansas,  inasmuch  as  it  enabled  the  people  here 
to  rid  themselves  forever  from  the  Lecomptou  iniquity  and  its  authors. 
You  then  proceeded  to  form  your  own  institutions,  and  in  due  time  were 
admitted  into  the  Union  without  any  further  trouble. 

To  you,  the  old  settlers  of  Kansas,  this  was  a  happy  issue  out  of  the 
troubles  of  that  day;  it  was  not  less  fortunate,  I  believe,  for  the  whole  country. 
Yet  it  was  attended  with  disaster  to  those  who  opposed  the  right,  and, 
through  their  agency,  brought  incalculable  evil  in  its  train.  At  the  incep- 
tion of  this  great  struggle  in  Congress  on  the  29th  of  January,  18-58,  from 
Washington  I  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
I  attempted  to  defend  my  own  acts,  in  these  words  : 

'•The  measure  for  which  I  have  been  unjustly  condemned  has  enabled  the  people 
of  Kansas  to  make  known  their  real  will  in  regard  to  the  Lecompton  Constitution. 
This  affords  the  Democratic  party  an  opportunity  to  defend  the  true  principles  of 
constitutional  liberty,  and  to  save  itself  from  disastrous  division  and  overthrovr. 
If  Congress  will  heed  the  voice  of  the  people  and  not  force  upon  them  a  govern- 
ment which  they  have  rejected  by  a  vote  of  four  to  one,  the  whole  country  will  be 
satisfied,  and  Kansas  will  quietly  settle  her  own  affairs  without  the  least  diftioulty 
and  without  any  danger  to  the  confederacy.  Tlie  Southern  States,  which  are  sup- 
posed to  have  a  deep  interest  in  the  matter,  will  be  saved  from  the  supreme  folly  of 
standing  up  in  defense  of  so  wicked  and  dishonest  a  contrivance  as  the  Lecompton 
Constitution.  The  moral  power  of  their  position  will  not  be  weakened  by  a  vain 
and  useless  defense  of  wrong,  when  it  is  perfectly  certain  they  will  gain  nothing, 
even  by  success,  in  the  present  attempt. 

"The  extra  session  of  the  Kansas  Legislature  has  done  good,  also,  by  givin^r 
means  to  expose  and  punish  the  monstrous  frauds  which  have  been  perpetrated,  and 
doubtless,  also,  by  preventing  others  which  would  have  been  attempted.  It  has 
driven  the  guilty  miscreants  engaged  in  them  to  become  fugitives  from  justice,  and 
has  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  people  of  the  Territory  hereafter  to  be  endangered 
by  similar  occurrences. 

"In  view  of  these  facts  and  results,  I  willingly  accept  the  rebuke  conveyed  in  my 
peremptory  dismissal  from  <.)fdce,  but  I  appeal  to  the  deliberate  judgment  of  the 
people  to  determine  whether  I  have  not  chosen  the  only  honorable  course  which  the 
circumstances  allowed  me  to  pursue.*' 

I  was  not  a  prophet  nor  the  son  of  a  prophet,  but  the  events  which  soon 
followed  fully  vindicated  the  wisdom  of  the  premonition,  when  I  warned 
the  Democratic  party  against  "disastrous  division  and  overthrow."  as  a 
consequence  of  disregarding  "the  true  princi})les  of  constitutional  liberty." 
and  the  Southern  States  against  "the  supreme  folly  of  standing  up  in  de- 
fense of  so  wicked  and  di-honest  a  contrivance  as  the  Lecompton  Constitu- 
tion." The  Democratic  }>arty  came  out  of  the  Lecompton  struggle  divided 
and  hopele,<sly  broken  to  pieces;  and  in  the  next  Presidential  election,  like 
a  disordered  army  divided  and  whi[){)ed  in  detail,  it  was  utterly  and  tinaliv 
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overthrown.  Though  in  a  minority  of  nearly  a  million  of  the  popular  vote, 
^Ir.  Lincoln  was  legally  made  President  by  the  vote  of  the  electoral  col- 
leges; and  then  the  Southern  States,  hurried  on  to  their  destiny  by  "su- 
preme folly"  in  the  preceding  crisis,  were  soon  involved  in  that  dreadful 
civil  war  which  entailed  the  destruction  and  loss  of  billions  of  money  and 
property,  and  countless  thousands  of  precious  lives.  Slavery,  which  was 
the  miserable  bone  of  controversy  in  this  Territory,  and  the  pretext  for  the 
tremendous  excitement  in  Congress  over  the  Lecompton  question,  was  en- 
gulfed in  perdition  by  the  convulsions  of  the  civil  war,  and  is  now  obliter- 
ated forever  from  every  part  of  our  happy  country.  This,  ye  old  settle  re  of 
Kansas,  is  the  outcome  and  the  result  of  all  your  sufferings  and  sacrifices, 
your  steadfastness  and  prudence,  and  your  heroic  fortitude  iii  the  old  days 
of  your  history. 

I  say  the  Democratic  party  was  broken  to  pieces  and  utterly  overthrown ; 
but  I  must  not  do  injustice  to  that  considerable  number  of  Anti-Lecomp- 
ton  Democrats,  many  of  them  distinguished  members  of  the  party,  who  up- 
held the  true  principles  of  constitutional  liberty  in  this  great  crisis,  and 
manfully  opposed  and  denounced  the  errors  and  wrongs  of  their  own  ad- 
ministration. They  held  the  balance  of  power,  and  are  entitled  to  the 
credit  of  having  turned  the  scale  in  favor  of  the  right.  Many  of  these  aft- 
erwards became  Republicans,  and  all  of  them,  I  believe,  sustained  the  policy 
of  President  Lincoln  in  resisting-  the  attempt  of  the  Southern  States  to 
break  up  the  Union,  and  in  endeavoring  to  maintain  the  constitutional  su- 
premacy of  the  Federal  Government.  But  as  a  party  the  Democratic  or- 
ganization was  crushed,  and  it  has  now  been  doing  penance  during  a  quarter 
of  a  century  for  the  sins  of  that  period.  As  always  happens  in  such  cases, 
the  innocent  have  suffered  with  the  guilty.  But  now  the  party  has  been 
purified  by  long  suffering,  as  if  by  fire;  it  stands  regenerated,  and,  to  all 
appearance,  is  about  to  be  reinstated  in  the  confidence  of  the  nation. 

How  easily  tne  whole  course  of  these  momentous  events  might  have  been 
completely  changed!  In  the  summer  of  1857,  some  of  your  old  settles 
were  disposed  to  put  in  operation  the  Topeka  Government,  which  you  had 
already  formed,  with  a  constitution  adopted,  and  all  the  official  machinery 
prepared  for  a  State  of  your  own.  This  was,  as  w^e  all  know,  antagonistic 
to  the  Territorial  Government,  in  defiance  of  its  laws,  and  not  recognized, 
but  expressly  repudiated  by  the  Federal  authorities  at  Washington;  tliat 
is  to  say,  by  both  the  President  and  the  two  houses  of  Congress.  We  may 
speak  of  these  things  calmly  now — I  mean  neither  to  flatter  nor  to  offend 
you.  Those  who  proposed  merely  to  present  the  Topeka  Constitution  and 
Government  to  Congress  in  the  character  of  a  petition  for  tHe  admission  of 
the  State  under  it,  were  pureuing  a  vain  shadow  which  was  only  calculated 
to  keep  up  the  agitation  and  prevent  the  cooperation  of  the  whole  i)eople  in 
establishing  a  State  government  by  the  regular  vote  of  the  majority  in  a 
fair  election;  while  those  who  insisted  upon  its  immediate  establishnuMit, 
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putting  it  in  actual  operation  as  the  government  of  the  people,  and  thereby 
superseding  the  Territorial  Government,  were  proposing  a  movement  not 
only  irregular,  but  revolutionary.  They  were  prompting  the  people  to  rush 
into  collision  with  the  Federal  Government,  which  had  already  proclaimed 
its  determination  to  support  the  existing  laws,  and  the  regular  proceedings 
under  them  for  the  preparation  of  a  State  government.  This  determination 
was  certain  to  be  maintained  for  four  years  —  during  the  whole  of  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan's administration  —  supported  as  it  was  on  these  points  by  the  undi- 
vided Democrats,  holding  and  likely  to  hold  a  majority  in  both  houses  of 
Congress.  The  Topeka  movement  undoubtedly  enlisted  the  sympathies  of 
the  people  throughout  the  Territory.  At  Lawrence,  and  perhaps  other 
places,  there  were  attempts  impatiently  to  anticipate  the  establishment  of 
this  revolutionary  government,  and  to  get  up  independent  local  organiza- 
tions in  defiance  of  the  Territorial  laws.  In  a  fair  election,  and  with  a  full 
trial  of  the  strength  of  both  parties,  everybody  knew  the  Topeka  organiza- 
tion would  have  prevailed;  but  the  Lecompton  movement  was  in  progress, 
and  it  was  indispensable  to  get  that  out  of  the  way.  The  great  problem  was, 
how  to  get  the  people  to  recognize  this  state  of  things,  and  to  act  upon  it 
wii?ely- 

^y'  Very  soon  after  he  came  to  the  Territory,  Governor  Walker  v^-ent  out 
among  the  people  and  made  addresses  in  several  places,  in  which  he  urged 
the  abandonment  of  the  Topeka  movement,  and  earnestly  solicited  tliem  to 
go  to  the  polls  in  the  October  elections  and  assert  their  supremacy  in  the 
Territory,  which  would  enable  them  to  control  the  important  question  of 
the  State  Constitution.  President  Buchanan  was  pledged  to  the  policy  of 
submitting  the  constitution  to  the  vote  of  the  people  for  ratification  or  re- 
jection. Governor  Walker  did  not  hesitate  to  promise  all  his  influence  in 
favor  of  the  same  policy,  and  solemnly  pledged  himself  to  oppose  any  con- 
stitution not  so  submitted.  At  the  Free-State  Convention  at  Topeka,  on 
the  9th  of  June,  1857,  being  called  out  by  the  people  at  his  lodgings  there, 
he  gave  these  assurances  in  the  most  solemn  and  explicit  manner,  at  the 
same  time  repeating  his  declaration  that  the  Territorial  Government,  with 
the  aid  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  if  necessary,  would  maintain  peace 
at  the  polls,  secure  a  full  opportunity  for  every  citizen  to  vote,  and  prevent 
and  repudiate  every  fraud  or  wrong  which  it  was  possible  to  resist  or  rem- 
edy by  the  executive  authority. 

I  was  not  in  the  counsels  of  the  Free-State  party,  and  knew  their  designs 
only  through  their  public  avowals.  It  was  well  understood,  I  believe,  that 
they  were  divided  in  opinion.  One  party  in  the  convention,  under  the  lead 
of  General  J.'H.  Lane,  was  in  favor  of  extreme  and  violent  measures,  and 
proposed  to  put  the  Topeka  Government  into  immediate  operation;  the 
other  was  understood  to  be  headed  by  Governor  Charles  Robinson,  and  to 
ad  \*ise  a  more  moderate  and  rational  line  of  policy,  being  willins;  so  far  to 
confide  in  our  pledges  as  to  try  their  strength  at  the  polls  in  the  October 
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elections.  There  wa.s  a  bitter  contest  between  these  two  sections  of  the 
Free-State  party,  and,  according  to  our  information,  there  was  imminent 
danger  that  the  Lane  party  would  prevail.  Such  at  least  were  the  iniinia- 
tions  given  out  to  the  public,  and  I  had  no  doubt  at  the  time  that  they 
were  substantially  true;  but  if  they  were  not,  then  it  remains  for  those  who 
were  inside  the  Free-State  movement  to  show  that  these  public  outgivinirs 
were  not  sincere,  and  to  explain  the  real  intentions  of  the  parties  concerned. 

But,  at  any  rate,  eventually  the  couosels  of  the  moderate  men  prevailed. 
The  extremists  were  withheld  from  the  execution  of  their  dangerous  designs, 
and  the  masses  of  the  Free-State  party  were  induced  to  participate  in  the 
October  elections,  and  thus  to  get  legal  control  of  the  Territorial  Government, 
instead  of  embarking  in  a  rebellion  against  the  United  States.  What  was 
the  result  of  this  policy  of  wisdom  and  moderation,  I  have  already  shown. 
By  the  rejection  of  the  Oxford  frauds,  the  majority  of  the  people  were 
installed  in  their  rightful  supremacy  in  the  Territory.  By  the  election  of 
the  4th  of  January,  authorized  by  the  law  passed  at  the  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature,  you  demonstrated  that  the  Lecompton  Constitution  was  not  the 
creation  of  the  people.  You  passed  laws  to  punish  frauds  and  false  returns 
at  the  elections,  and  thereby  drove  from  the  Territory  John  Calhoun  and 
his  dishonest  coadjutors,  who  had  sought  to  pollute  the  sources  of  politica] 
power  and  to  maintain  the  usurpations  of  a  corrupt  minority.  You  placed 
Mr.  Buchanan  and  his  administration,  aiid  all  those  Democrats  who  sup- 
ported them,  in  the  wrong.  And  thus  placing  them  in  the  wrong  before 
the  eyes  of  the  whole  world,  you  were  enabled  to  defeat  them  and  break 
them  up.  And  finally,  you  had  the  great  triumph  of  establishing  your  own 
Topeka  Constitution,  substantially,  according  to  your  own  will. 

Now  suppose  that  different  counsels  had  prevailed  at  Topeka  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1857 — suppose  the  extreme  men  had  succeeded  in  persuading  the 
majority  to  set  up  the  Topeka  State  Government  in  rebellion  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  iBstead  of  placing  Mr.  Buchanan  in  the 
wrong,  you  would  have  been  in  the  wrong  yourselves.  Instead  of  dividing 
the  Democratic  party  on  the  Lecompton  question  and  finally  breaking  them 
to  pieces,  you  would  have  consolidated  them  on  the  question  of  sustaining  the 
Federal  Government,  in  support  of  the  laws  against  its  rebellious  citizens. 
In  the  midst  of  conflict  and  civil  war,  there  would  probably  have  been  n<> 
frauds  at  Oxford  and  no  exposure  of  the  methods  adopted  by  your  opponents, 
because  violence  would  have  taken  the  place  of  fraud,  and  that  violence  jus- 
tified by  your  own  fatal  example.  It  is  impossible  to  conjecture  exactly  what 
would  have  been  the  course  of  events.  But  the  whole  history  of  the  Terri- 
tory would  have  been  altered  and  its  destiny  materially  modified.  The  Le- 
compton Constitution  would  probably  have  been  adopted,  and  Mr.  Buchanan 
succeeded  by  another  Democratic  President.  In  the  course  of  time,  you 
would  no  doubt  have  moulded  the  constitution  to  the  will  of  the  majority: 
but  the  obstacles  would  have  been  great  and  your  progress  would  have  been 
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slow  and  with  feeble  paces,  compared  to  those  rapid  strides  by  which  you 
have  reached  your  present  niagniiicent  position.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  sujv 
pose  that  shivery  could  have  been  very  long  continued  under  any  circum- 
stances; but  the  process  of  destroying  it  might  have  been  much  more 
prolonged  and  difficult,  and  your  implication  in  it  might  have  been  much 
more  disastrous  and  destructive  to  all  your  interests. 

Allow  me  to  say  here,  that  in  my  judgment  Governor  Walker  has  never 
received  the  full  measure  of  applause  which  he  deserved  for  his  efforts  to 
conciliate  the  people,  and  his  success  in  bringing  them  to  a  trial  of  their 
strength  in  the  Territorial  elections.  This  was  the  true  exodus  out  of  the 
wilderness  of  your  troubles.  It  was  the  policy  of  true  wisdom  and  exalted 
patriotism.  You  met  him  half  way,  and  notwithstanding  his  forced  resig- 
nation as  Governor,  this  policy  which  he  had  inaugurated  was  carried  out 
successfully,  and  triumphed  in  the  end. 

Mr.  Blaine,  in  his  recent  history  of  twenty  years  in  Congress,  sums  up 
the  result  of  Gov.  Walker's  administration  in  Kansas  with  the  simple  but 
emphatic  declaration  that  he  "failed."  But  I  must  insist,  it  was  no  failure. 
Mr.  Buchanan  deserted  him,  and  left  him  the  alternative  of  coming  back 
here  to  be  dismissed,  as  I  was,  or  of  resigning  the  position  which  he  could  no 
longer  hold  with  honor.  But,  in  spite  of  all  this,  by  your  co«Speratiou  and 
the  wise  course  of  moderation  which  you  pursued,  he  had  prepared  the  way 
for  that  result  which  brought  merited  rebuke  to  ^Iv.  Buchanan  and  deiVat 
to  the  bad  schemes  he  sought  to  promote.  The  failure  was  Buchanan's,  and 
not  Walker's.  The  triumph  was  yours;  but  you  will  not  fail  to  do  liberal 
justice  to  the  memory  of  the  man  who  was  the  author  of  the  policy  which 
finally  prevailed,  but  who  was  not  permitted  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  patri- 
otic exertions.  It  was  his  fortune,  as  it  was  mine,  to  stand  on  the  eminence 
of  truth  and  right  from  which  he  could  see  the  promised  land;  but  that  was 
all. 

You  alone,  ye  men  of  iron,  worthy  fathers  of  this  great  State,  pioneer:? 
and  heroes  in  the  times  that  tried  men's  souls,  you  alone  had  the  privilege 
of  crossing  the  Jordan  that  intervened  and  entering  this  goodly  land  of 
liberty,  May  it  continue  forever  to  blossom  like  the  rose,  and  may  it  never 
cease  to  flow  with  milk  and  honev.  - 
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Delivered  at  the  Old  Settlers'  Meeting,  Bismarck  Grove,  Lawrence, 

September  3d,  1884. 


Ex-Governor  Charles  Eobinsoii,  president  of  the  meeting,  in  introducing 
Governor  Denver  to  the  audience  of  old  settlers,  made  some  remarks  ex- 
plaining the  circumstances  attending  the  appointment  of  Governor  Denver 
as  Secretary  and  acting  Governor  of  Kansas  Territory.  It  so  happened 
tliat  Governor  Robinson  was  bearer  of  the  information  both  to  acting  Gov- 
ernor Stanton  of  his  removal  from  office,  and  to  Governor  Denver  of  his 
appointment  to  succeed  to  the  office. 

Having  been  appointed  Secretary  of  Kansas  Territory,  assuming  office 
December  21,  1857,  General  Denver  became  acting  Governor  at  that  date. 
He  served  as  such  till  ^lay  12,  1858,  when  he  received  the  appointment  of 
Governor.  He  continued  in  office  as  Governor  till  October  10,  1858,  when 
lie  resigned. 

Gov.  Denver  spoke  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Chairman,  and  Old  Settlers  of  Kansas:  I  appear  before  you  to-day  with  dif- 
fidence. I  am  to  give  a  narrative  of  events  that  occurred  twenty-five  years  ago,  and 
must  speak  from  memory.    I  will  speak  of  events  as  near  as  I  can  in  their  order. 

I  have  addressed  some  audiences  in  Kansas  before,  but,  as  your  president  has  in- 
formed you,  under  very  different  auspices  from  the  present.  Yesterday  you  had  an 
address  from  Gov.  Stanton,  as  to  events  transpiring  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas  up 
to  the  time  he  left.  You  have  heard  from  Gov.  Robinson  the  circumstances  of  my 
succession  to  Gov.  Stanton.  Nothing  ever  surprised  me  more  than  the  information 
given  me  by  Gov.  Stanton,  who  handed  to  me  the  paper  that  Gov.  Robinson  had 
handed  him  that  morning.  I  would  rather  have  retired  from  public  life  than  to  have 
accepted  that  position.  Not  that  I  had  any  fear  but  what  I  could  satisfy  a  reasona- 
ble people  as  to  what  my  duties  were  and  what  their  duties  were,  but  it  was  perhaps 
difficult  for  them  to  understand  me  when  they  supposed  that  I  represented  an  ele- 
ment hostile  to  them. 

The  events  that  brought  about  the  removal  of  Governor  Stanton  I  was  not  fa- 
miliar with,  except  as  I  gathered  them  from  general  report  and  from  the  newspa- 
pers. That  those  troubles  were  serious,  and  that  they  were  dangerous  to  the  peace 
of  the  country,  no  one  could  doubt.  Therefore  my  first  resolution  was,  not  to  accept 
the  appointment,  as  I  told  Governor  Stanton,  and  which  he  will  recollect.  He  in- 
formed me  that  I  must  accept;  that  I  could  not  refuse;  that  the  Legislature  was  to 
meet  in  a  few  days  in  regular  session,  and  that  if  I  did  not  accept  it,  there  would  be 
no  representative  of  the  Federal  Government  here.  Under  those  circumstances,  1 
wrote  the  President  that  I  would  accept  the  appointment  upon  condition  tliat  I 
12 
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should  be  relieved  as  soon  as  the  Legislature  adjourned.  I  received  information 
that  that  should  be  done.  When  the  Legislature  adjourned,  I  sent  on  my  resigna- 
tion. Answer  came  back  that  they  wished  me  to  hold  on  until  bills  then  pending 
before  Cougiess  for  the  admission  of  the  State  under  the  Lecompton  Constitution 
should  be  acted  upon.  That  hung  fire  for  a  long  time,  and  finally  passed  Congress 
with  what  was  known  as  the  English  amendinent,  submitting  the  question  to  a  vote 
of  the  people.  Then  I  asked  to  be  relieved.  Again  they  asked  me  to  remain  here 
until  that  election  came  ofT.  I  remained,  and  that  election  resulted  exactly  as  I  sup- 
posed it  would.  I  then  asked  to  be  relieved  again,  but  they  begged  of  me  to  remain 
until  the  October  election,  which  I  did.  I  then  sent  on  my  resignation,  and  left  the 
TerritOL-y  without  asking  permission.  That  is  the  way  I  came  to  leave  here,  although 
a  great  many  supposed  that  I  was  compelled  to  go.  The  only  scolding  that  I  got 
for  doing  that  thing  was  from  the  people  of  Kansas  for  going  away,  and  from  Mr. 
Buchanan  for  having  resigned. 

The  Legislature  convened  shortly  after  I  took  charge  of  the  government.  You 
have  heard  something  about  the  material  composing  that  body.  You  have  heard  of 
their  inexperience,  their  want  of  legislative  knowledge;  but  I  will  add  that  they 
were  honest  in  their  desires  to  do  what  was  right,  I  believe.  Some  of  the  members 
were  disposed  to  resist  everything  that  the  Governor  should  propose,  and  in  a  short 
time  it  got  to  be  that  some  of  them  thought  it  was  a  credit  to  pass  any  bill  over  the 
Governor's  veto,  if  possible.  All  sorts  of  schemes  were  presented.  One  man  was 
asking  for  the  exclusive  right  to  establish  a  ferry  across  a  river,  another  for  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  build  a  bridge  across  a  stream,  another  for  town  sites,  another  for  a 
divorce.  They  were  asking  for  everything  you  could  conceive  of,  almost.  I  deter- 
mined at  the  outset  that  I  would  not  take  part  for  or  against  any  of  the  political 
factions  or  parties  in  the  Territory.  I  did  not  belong  to  the  Territory.  I  was  not 
here  as  a  citizen  of  the  Territory;  I  was  here  as  a  representative  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. I  therefore  took  no  part  in  the  local  affairs  of  the  Territory,  only  so  far 
as  was  necessary  to  represent  the  Federal  Government.  AThile  I  had  my  own  views 
as  to  the  great  question  that  agitated  the  country,  as  to  whether  it  should  be  a  slave 
State  or  a  free  State,  I  did  not  propose  to  mix  with  it.  Had  I  been  a  citizen  of  this 
State  I  never  should  have  voted  to  introduce  slavery  into  Kansas;  but  I  did  not  con- 
sider that  I  had  any  business  to  interfere  with  that  question;  all  that  I  had  to  do 
was  to  hold  the  balance  evenly,  administer  the  laws,  and  protect  the  rights  of  the 
people. 

The  Free-State  men  had  entire  control  of  both  houses  of  the  Legislature:  and  I 
might  go  on  here  and  relate  a  good  many  circumstances  that  occurred  during  the 
session  that  would  be  very  amusing,  but  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  do  it.  Among 
the  many  wild  schemes  that  were  proposed,  the  wildest,  perhaps,  was  that  of  the 
"Lawrence  Water  Company,"  by  which  the  citizens  of  Lawrence  were  to  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  toll  to  a  company  for  all  the  water  they  might  use,  no  matter  whether 
they  got  it  out  of  the  Kansas  river  or  out  of  the  wells.  I  thought  the  water  ought 
to  be  free  to  everybody,  and  that  a  man  should  have  the  right  to  dig  on  his  own 
premises  and  get  water  wherever  he  could.  So  I  returned  tliat  bill  with  my  objec- 
tions, in  a  veto  message.  The  bill  had  passed  the  Council  by  a  majority.  It  passed 
the  Assembly  by  a  nearly  unanimous  vote.  Of  course  I  had  to  return  it  to  the  Coun- 
cil. The  worthy  President  of  the  Council  had  voted  against  the  bill,  and  I  thought, 
he  being  a  citizen  of  Ijawrence,  that  of  course  I  was  doing  what  he  would  approve: 
but  when  the  veto  message  was  read  he  called  some  one  else  to  the  chair  and  got  on 
the  lloor  and  made  a  very  violent  assault  c>n  the  executive  action;  he  thought  he  could 
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not  submit  to  anything  of  that  sort,  although  the  executive  action  was  on  the  same 
side  that  his  vote  had  been. 

They  passed  the  bill  in  the  Council  over  my  veto,  and  some  one  came  down  and 
told  me  in  a  rather  exulting  manner  what  had  been  done,  I  laughed,  and  remarked 
in  answer  that  that  was  all  right;  that  if  I  had  had  any  ill  feelings  towards  the  peo- 
ple of  Lawrence,  I  certainly  would  have  approved  that  bill,  because  it  would  have 
put  a  tax  upon  them  for  all  time  to  come,  -which,  however,  I  did  not  think  exactly 
right.  In  about  a  half  an  hour  some  one  came  and  told  me  that  there  was  a  great 
crowd  in  the  Legislative  hall.  I  stepped  up  to  see  what  was  the  matter:  and  . I  think 
the  whole  town  of  Lawrence  was  there.  They  crowded  the  members  into  a  little 
corner  where  they  could  scarcely  turn  around,  and  there  was  as  much  excitement  as 
I  ever  saw  when  Jim  Lane  was  making  speeches  against  Jack  Henderson.  At  last 
they  took  a  vote  upon  the  question,  and  there  was  not  a  single,  vote  against  the  veto. 
The  Governor  was  upheld  that  time  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Assembly. 

I  only  give  that  as  one  of  the  incidents.  Another  matter  that  I  miglit  refer  to  was 
the  Minneola  capital.  It  was  supjDOsed  that  a  large  number  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  were  interested  in  that  venture.  I  did  not  much  fancy  living  in  Le- 
compton,  I  admit.  It  was  a  poor  place  to  live  in  at  that  day;  I  think  it  Is  better 
now.  But  it  was  the  Capital,  and  had  been  fixed  so  by  law;  and  I  did  not  think  that 
the  Legislature  had  any  right  to  remove  it.  They  had  a  right  to  move  from  place 
to  place  to  hold  their  sittings,  but  they  had  no  right  to  remove  the  capital  of  the 
Territory.  I  learned  after  a  while  that  there  were  a  good  many  of  the  members  who 
were  interested  in  lots  in  the  proposed  new  capital.  I  did  not  know  how  that  might 
be,  but  upon  general  principles  I  was  opposed  to  doing  anything  that  would  get  up 
any  excitement  or  a  disturbance.  I  vetoed  that  bill.  They  passed  the  bill  over  my 
veto,  and  then  it  appeared  who  were  interested  in  that  affair.  Several  very  good 
men,  for  whom  I  had  the  highest  regard,  I  found  had  secured  an  interest  in  the 
shape  of  lots;  and  they  went  to  work  and  put  up  a  great  big  building  that  they  called 
the  "Capitol  Building."  About  the  time  that  they  got  it  up  they  came  and  notified 
me  that  I  was  to  remove  the  records  and  everything  connected  with  the  Territorial 
Government  down  to  Minneola. 

Lecompton,  as  I  said,  was  not  a  very  inviting  place,  but  from  what  I  could  learn 
it  was  quite  as  good  as  Minneola.  Minneola  was  out  on  the  prairie,  with  not  a  shade 
tree  anywhere  near  it,  while  Lecompton  was  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  we  could 
at  least  see  the  water  pass  by,  and  could,  if  we  desired,  go  a-fishing  now  and  then; 
but  down  at  Minneola  we  had  not  even  that  opportunity.  So  I  declined  to  go.  Then 
they  talked  about  getting  out  a  mandamus;  but  finally  that  all  passed  away,  and 
ilinneola  was  heard  of  no  more  forever. 

Then  we  had  a  bill  to  reorganize  the  militia.  That  bill  was  gotten  up  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  away  from  the  Governor  all  the  rights  that  he  had  in  relation  to 
the  militia.  Under  the  organic  act  he  was  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  Kansas.  The  navy  was  not  very  strong,  but  it  was  pretty  nearly  as  strong 
then  as  the  United  States  Navy  is  now. 

For  what  motive  the  new  militia  bill  was  proposed,  I  do  not  know  :  it  might  have 
been  good  and  might  not  have  been  good.  .  I  do  not  think  it  was  very  good.  It  was 
proposed  to  relieve  the  Governor  of  his  responsibility.  While  the  Governor  was  not 
particularly  anxious  about  such  things,  he  did  not  propose  to  be  relieved  of  such  re- 
sponsibilities ;  he  proposed  to  exercise  all  that  were  conferred  upon  him,  as  he  al- 
ways did  do  whenever  it  was  necessary.  That  was  an  effort  to  give  somebody  else 
I>ower  to  appoint  military  oflicers,  and  to  commission  them.  The  Governor  refused 
to  recognize  such  appointments.    Commissions  were  issued  by  some  of  the  parties 
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named  in  the  bill ;  and  the  Governor  came  very  near  getting  some  of  them  into  some 
very  troublesome  places,  and  would  have  done  so  if  they  had  not  dropped  the  whole 
thing. 

Then  came  a  proposition  for  a  new  convention  to  frame  a  constitution.  Now.  my 
friends,  there  has  been  a  great  deal  said  about  that  matter,  and  I  have  received  let- 
ters from  several  parties  asking  for  information  about  it,  and  I  will  give  it  to  you  as 
nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  and  I  believe,  correctly.  You  will  recollect  first,  that  the 
Governor,  under  the  organic  act,  had  three  days  in  which  to  consider  any  bill  which 
might  be  sent  to  him  by  the  Legislature  for  his  signature.  If  he  would  keep  the  bill 
in  his  possession  for  three  days  without  returning  it  to  the  Legislature,  with  or  with- 
out his  objections,  then  it  became  a  law  of  itself.  If  he  approved  it,  of  course  it 
became  a  law  ;  if  he  objected  to  it,  and  sent  it  back,  then  the  Legislature  had  the 
right  to  pass  upon  it.  and  pass  it  over  the  veto  by  a  two-thirds  vote.  Xow  the  Leg- 
islature had  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  and  the  law  fixed  the  term  for 
forty  days.  It  fixed  the  time  on  the  first  Monday  in  January  when  it  should  meet, 
and  therefore  it  included  the  whole  of  that  day  ;  and  at  the  end  of  forty  days  the 
session  came  to  a  close.  This  bill  for  the  culling  of  a  convention  to  frame  a  new 
constitution  was  passed  and  sent  to  me  within  three  days  of  the  end  of  the  session  : 
that  is,  it  was  sent  to  me  on  the  thirty-seventh  day  of  the  session.  I  concluded  that 
we  had  constitution  enough.  We  had  then  pending  before  Congress  the  Lecomy^ron 
Constitution,  which  was  a  pretty  ugly-looking  affair  all  around.  TVe  had  theTopeka 
Constitution,  which  was  objected  to  on  the  other  side  just  as  much  :  and  then  we  had 
the  Territorial  Government  established  by  act  of  Congress,  and  I  thought  we  had 
about  as  much  government  as  one  little  Territory  could  very  well  live  under. 

Some  time  before  that  —  I  think  early  in  the  session  —  I  was  so  thoroughly  con- 
vinced of  the  fact  that  we  were  having  too  much  constitution,  that  I  sent  to  Judge 
Elmore,  whom  many  of  you  knew,  -^-ho  lived  up  at  Tecumseh.  and  a  man  in  whose 
judgment  I  had  great  confidence.  ,'1  sent  for  him  to  come  down  and  see  me  at  Law- 
rence. He  did  so.  We  talked  the'  matter  over,  and  I  presented  to  him  my  views  in 
reference  to  the  Lecompton  Constitution.    He  agreed  with  me. 

Then,  says  I,  '"Judge,  I  want  you  to  go  to  Washington  City  and  see  the  President 
on  this  subject." 

He  says.  "  When  ? " 

I  said.  ''To-morrow  morning." 

"Why."  says  he,  ''I  have  got  nothing  —  I  have  no  clothing  with  me." 

Says  I,  "You  don't  need  anything  ;  all  you  will  want  will  be  a  shirt,  and  that  you 
can  buy  anywhere,  as  you  go  along  ;  start  in  the  morning." 

That  night  I  wrote  a  long  letter  to  the  President,  in  which  I  summed  up  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  here  in  the  Territory,  as  I  then  understood  them,  and  I  urged  him. 
not  to  present  the  Lecompton  Constitution  to  Congress  at  all,  but  to  ask  Congress 
to  pass  an  enabling  act  to  let  the  people  of  the  Territory  hold  a  convention  and 
adopt  a  constitution  and  to  wipe  out  all  of  those  unauthorized  constitutions  that 
were  presented. 

Judge  Elmore  went  on  to  Washington  City  and  presented  my  letter  to  the  Presi- 
dent, had  a  long  conversation  with  him,  and  also  with  his  own  brother-in-law.  Sena- 
tor Fitzpatrick,  and  other  Southern  gentlemen  whom  he  knew  there;  and  they  all 
agreed  to  my  advice. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  that  he  was  very  strongly  impressed  with  it,  and  that  he  was 
very  sorry  that  he  had  not  had  the  information  earlier,  because  he  had  prepared  his 
message  in  relation  to  the  Lecompton  Constitution,  and  he  had  shown  it  to  several 
Senators,  and  could  not  withdraw  it.    It  went  in.    You  all  know  the  result. 
V         Well,  I  concluded  that  I  would  not  approve  that  bill  for  calling  a  convention  to 
/  frame  a  new  constitution.    Several  committees  were  appointed  by  the  Legislature 
1    to  call  upon  me.  begging  me  if  I  would  not  approve  it,  to  return  it  to  them  that  they 
might  act  upon  it.    I  told  them  no,  that  I  had  made  up  my  mind,  and  that  I  was  nut 
to  be  moved;  that  I  thought  we  had  constitution  enough,  and  that  I  had  an  absolute 
veto  in  that  case,  and  I  proposed  to  exercise  it,  which  I  did. 

The  next  night,  after  twelve  o'clock,  a  bill  was  brought  to  me  purporting  to  be  a 
bill  calling  a  convention  for  a  new  constitution,  and  indorsed  on  it  that  it  had  been 
returned  by  the  Governor  and  passed  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  notwithstanding  these 
objections.    That  was  signed  by  the  four  ollicers  —  the  presiding  otllcer  of  each 
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house,  the  Secretary  of  the  Council,  and  the  Cerk  of  the  Assembly.  I  immediately 
sent  for  them,  and  told  them  that  while  that  act  of  theirs,  if  I  was  disposed  to  act  upon 
it,  jjave  me  power  to  do  something  much  to  their  disadvantage,  I  did  not  desire  to  do 
it,  because  I  did  not  want  any  trouble  or  disturbance  in  the  Territory;  that  that  act 
was  all  wrong  on  their  part;  that  they  certified  to  that  which  was  not  true;  that  that 
paper  had  never  been  before  the  Governor:  that  the  bill  sent  to  him  never  had  been 
out  of  his  possession,  and  he  had  not  returned  it  to  the  Legislature  with  his  objec- 
tions, and  consequently  the  whole  statement  was  false. 

Mr.  Currier  had  the  bill  in  his  hands.  He  asked  me  what  I  wanted  them  to  do. 
I  told  him  I  wished  them  to  do  one  of  two  things:  to  give  me  a  certificate  of  the  fact 
that  that  had  never  been  acted  upon  by  the  Legislature  at  all.  or  else  to  destroy  it 
there,  in  my  presence.  They  said  that  that  would  be  pretty  rough.  Currier  said 
that  he  would  not  put  his  name  to  any  such  paper  as  that,  and  said  he:  "What  shall 
we  do  with  it?"  Deitzler  said:  "  Destroy  it.''  He  said:  'All  right,"  and  he  tore  it 
up  and  stuck  it  in  the  stove.    That  was  the  last  of  that  bill. 

Now  a  resolution  was  passed  after  the  term  had  closed,  after  twelve  o'clock  at 
night,  and  the  legal  term  of  the  Legislature  had  absolutely  closed  — a  resolution  was 
passed,  declaring  that  that  bill  had  been  properly  passed  by  the  Legislature,  and 
they  resolved  that  they  would  go  on  and  hold  the  convention.  Notwithstanding  all 
that  had  occurred,  and  the  failure  of  the  bill  to  become  a  law,  they  decided  to  hold 
the  convention.  They  did  hold  that  convention  at  Leavenworth,  and  my  friend  Col. 
Ritchie  called  at  my  office  on  his  way  dov^-n.  informing  me  that  they  were  going 
down  there  to  hold  the  convention.  I  told  him  that  that  was  all  right,  and  if  he  is 
here  he  will  no  doubt  recollect  it.  "Well,"  he  said,  "what  are  you  going  to  do  about 
it?"  "Why,"  says  I,  "nothing;  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States  gives  to  the 
people  the  right  to  assemble  and  discuss  ail  public  questions,  and  after  they  have 
assembled  if  they  choose  to  turn  their  assembly  into  a  debating  society,  they  have  a 
right  to  do  it;  I  am  not  going  to  trouble  them  at  all."*    So  he  went  away. 

After  a  time  he  came  back  and  told  me  that  they  had  adopted  a  constitution,  and 
they  were  going  to  put  it  into  operation,  and  wanted  to  know  what  I  was  going  to 
do  about  it.  "Well,  now."  says  I,  "Mr.  Riteiiie.  if  I  were  to  tell  you  what  I  was  go- 
ing to  do  about  it  you  would  know  just  as  much  as  I  do,  and  I  do  not  propose  you 
shall  know  what  I  am  going  to  do.  but  I  will  say  to  you  that  you  had  better  think 
two  or  three  times  before  you  make  that  move."  Well,  after  a  time  the  constitution 
came  around,  and  it  turned  out  that  it  was  to  be  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  people 
and  the  returns  were  to  be  made  to  the  Governor  and  three  others.  They  claimed  in 
an  address  they  made,  that  there  were  thirty  thousand  voters  in  the  Territory,  and 
one  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  -was  that  there  should  be  "universal  suf- 
frage;" that  every  man,  woman  and  child,  every  horse,  every  cow,  everything  that 
had  life  in  it.  should  have  the  right  to  vote  in  Kansas.  Well,  that  is  only  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  wildness  of  the  times.  The  peo'ple  were  carried  away  by  their  j)a-sions 
and  their  excitement:  but  it  was  not  my  place  to  be  carried  away  by  anything  of 
that  sort.  Standing  here  as  the  representative  of  the  General  Government,  taking 
no  part  in  any  of  these  excitements,  it  was  my  place  to  look  at  things  calmly  and 
weigh  them  properly,  and  act  for  the  good  of  the  people. 

The  election  was  held,  and  the  returns  showed  somewhere  in  the  ueigborhood  of 
three  thousand  votes  cast,  and  the  thing  dropped  right  there.  Nothing  more  was 
heard  about  the  constitution.  I  infer  that  there  were  no  frauds  in  that  election,  or 
they  might  possibly  have  brought  it  up  to  the  thirty  thousand  that  was  claimed  in 
the  address^ry  jfj 

My  felfcTw-citizens.  there  are  doubtless  many  other  things  connected  with  the  leg- 
islation of  that  session  that  I  miglit  refer  to.  But  I  presume  that  you  have  heard 
about  as  nmch  of  my  administration  here  as  you  care  about.  I  came  to  the  Terri- 
tory %vithout  knowing  myself  that  I  was  to  remain  here;  without  being  known 
to  many  of  you.  True,  I  had  some  friends  in  the  country  who  received  me  kindly 
from  the  start,  and  they  gave  kind  reports  about  me  to  their  neighbors.  True,  there 
were  some  in  the  country  who  were  determined  not  to  be  satisfied  with  anything  I 
did;  but  they  were  very  few,  and  when  I  was  leaving  the  Territory,  the  people  of 
Leavenworth,  without  regard  to  party,  gave  me  a  supper,  which  I  have  always  re- 
garded as  One  of  the  greatest  compliments  ever  paid  to  me.  Every  shade  of  politi- 
cal opinion  was  represented  at  that  party,  from  the  most  ultra  Pro-Slavery  man.  to 
the  most  violent  of  the  Free-State  men,  and  when  I  entered  the  room  and  looked 
down  that  tal)le,  I  was  ready  for  almost  anything  that  might  occur,  for  I  did  nor  see 
how  it  was  possible  for  such  a  gathering  of  men.  to  get  through  an  evening  pUas- 
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antly  and  without  disturbance,  and  more  especially  when  the  table  was  loaded  down 
with  wine.  But  it  passed  off  quietly.  Tkere  was  not  a  single  word  uttered  by  any- 
one there  calculated  to  injure  the  feeling's  of  anyone  else.  They  treated  each  other 
with  all  deference,  respecting  each  other's  opinions,  referring  to  no  subject  of  irri- 
tation whatever.  Among  them  I  will  mention  Judge  Lecompte,  who  at  that  time, 
talking  I  think  for  nearly  an  hour,  never  once  referred  to  politics.  I  have  always 
looked  back  to  that  reception  as  one  of  the  brightest  spots  in  my  career. 

Now.  my  fellow-citizens,  perhaps  it  might  be  well  for  me  to  refer  a  little  more 
in  exteiiso  to  the  trip  that  I  made  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State  with  Governor 
Robinson.  The  Governor  has  very  kindly  informed  you  about  what  was  done-  at  that 
time.  He  did  not  tell  you,  however,  some  things  that  occurred.  He  did  not  tell  you. 
for  instance,  that  shortly  after  we  made  onr  start  down  there,  he  and  Judge  "Wright, 
riding  together  in  a  buggy,  got  into  the  Marais  des  Cygnes.  about  the  middle  of  the 
stream,  when  something  about  the  carriage  broke,  and  the  horses  could  not  go  on. 
and  they  had  to  stop.  Judge  Wright  was  in  bad  health,  and  thought  he  would  be 
ruined  if  he  got  wet.  and  so  Governor  Robinson  got  out  and  backed  up  against  the 
carriage,  and  got  Judge  Wright  on  his  shoulders,  and  walked  out  with  him.  The 
Governor  says  now.  that  he  was  in  hopes  he  would  slip  and  fall  down,  but  he  could 
not  find  any  rock  to  slip  on.  and  so  he  got  the  Judge  out  safely. 

Well,  we  went  on  to  Osawatomie.  The  streams  were  very  high.  We  had  to  swim 
several  of  them;  that  is.  we  crossed  on  a  raft  ourselves,  and  had  our  horses  swim.  At 
Osawatomie,  some  wild  fellow  there.  1  believe  they  called  him  Pat.  Devlin,  who  looked 
very  much  as  though  he  was  trying  to  carry  out  his  name,  for  he  certainly  acted  as 
wildly  as  it  was  possible  for  a  man  to  do  —  I  never  saw  a  man  under  more  excitement 
—  while  we  were  trying  to  get  across  the  stream,  he  plunged  into  it  and  swam  across. 
We  were  told  afterwards  that  he  was  determined  to  kill  somebody;  that  he  was  espe- 
cially hostile  to  Federal  officers;  and  as  I  w^as  the  only  Federal  officer  along,'  I  suppose 
that  I  was  the  one  that  incurred  his  hostility  at  the  time. 

After  a  while  we  met  Montgomery  —  at  Moneka,  I  believe.  I  addressed  the  people 
there,  and  I  appealed  to  them  to  turn  out  and  take  care  of  their  own  affairs,  and  to 
protect  their  neighbors  in  their  rights  as  well,  to  live  peaceably  with  each  other,  and 
cari-y  on  the  affairs  of  the  counti-y  in  the  same  way  as  tliey  had  been  carried  on  in 
the  communities  from  whence  they  had  come,  and  that  their  rights  were  the  same  here 
as  they  were  there,  and  that  they  ought  to  protect  each  other  and  see  that  no  one 
trenched  upon  the  rights  of  his  neighbor.  We  were  well  received  there.  Governor 
Robinson  made  some  remarks,  and  Judge  Wright  also,  and  when  we  were  just  about 
ready  to  depart.  Captain  Montgomery  came  up:  did  not  come  up  to  us  exactly,  but 
he  sent  Pat  Devlin  to  say  to  me,  that  he  w-ished  to  talk  to  me.  and  if  I  would  give  my 
pledge  of  honor  not  to  arrest  him,  he  would  come  up  and  talk  to  me.  I  tokl  him 
that  I  was  not  down  there  to  arrest  anybody;  that  I  had  come  down  to  see  and  talk 
with  the  people,  and  see  if  we  could  not  arrange  matters  so  as  to  have  peace  and 
quiet  in  the  land,  but  as  for  giving  a  pledge  of  honor,  or  a  pledge  of  any  other  kind, 
that  would  bind  my  otllcial  action  whenever  it  became  necessary  to  act.  I  was  not  go- 
ing to  do  it.  and  I  did  not  di)  it.  We  went  from  there  down  to  ^Montgomery's  place. 
We  met  a  crowd  of  people  there.  They  were  all  armed.  I  made  an  address  to  them 
there,  and  so  did  Go\'ernor  Robinson,  I  think;  I  am  not  sure  about  that. 

But  we  went  from  there  to  Fort  Scott,  and  the  people  having  been  notified  that  I 
wished  to  meet  them  there,  they  gathered  in  to  the  number  of  about  800  or  1,00^). 
I  think  almost  every  man  in  Bourbon  county  was  there,  and  there  with  his  arms  on. 
They  had  rities,  and  shot-guns,  and  pistols,  and  knives,  and  they  were  all  in  sight:  and 
they  looked  as  though  they  were  ready  to  use  them  on  each  other.  Great  excitement 
prevailed.  I  made  some  remarks  to  the  people,  talked  to  them  as  quietly  and  ]vleas- 
antly  as  I  could,  aud  was  followed,  I  think,  by  Judge  Wright.  After  he  got  through. 
Gov.  Ransom,  formerly  Governor  of  Michigan,  took  the  stand.  I  had  great  confi- 
dence in  Governor  Ransom.  He  was  an  elderly  man,  a  man  of  great  intelligence,  a 
man  who  had  the  respect  of  everybody  that  knew  him,  and  I  was  confident  that  he 
would  do  everything  in  his  power  to  bring  about  the  result  we  all  so  much  desired. 
I  turned  aside  to  talk  to  some  one,  and  in  a  little  while  I  heard  him  denouncing  the 
Free-State  people  for  having  brought  on  the  condition  of  atTairs  that  existed  there, 
and  in  an  instant  Judge  Wright  interrupted  him  very  sharply  and  faced  him.  1 
sprang  up  between  them  aud  tuld  them  that  thing  must  stop.  Says  I,  Gov.  Ransom, 
you  are  a  much  older  man  than  I:  I  did  not  expect  this  kind  of  conduct  on  your  part: 
I  had  a  riglit  to  expect  something  different  from  you.  You  must  stop  this  talkintr. 
You  must  take  your  seat  aud  keep  <iuiet."    He  did  take  his  seat,  and  kept  quiet.  I 


ADDRESS  OF  EX-GOYERXOR  DENVER. 


173 


regretted  very  much  to  do  it.  I  regretted  to  speak  in  that  manner  to  a  man  much 
older  than  myself,  but  it  was  a  crisis  in  affairs  at  the  time.  If  he  had  been  per- 
mitted to  go  on  it  would  have  resulted  in  a  bloody  fight  on  the  spot,  for  the  people 
had  already  begun  to  separate  into  two  parties,  and  in  another  minute  or  two,  or 
upon  the  tiring  of  a  single  shot,  there  is  no  telling  how  many  people  would  have 
been  killed  there. 

To  make  a  long  story  short,  I  prevailed  upon  all  the  county  officers  of  that  county 
to  resign  their  ofricfs,  and  then  I  told  the  people  that  while  I  had  the  right  to  ap- 
point any  man  I  pleased  to  fill  the  vacancies,  that  I  desired  an  expression  of  their 
wishes  in  the  matter,  and  that  I  w^anted  them  to  hold  an  election .  right  then  and 
there,  and  that  I  w-ould  receive  it  as  instructions  as  to  whom  to  appoint  to  those  ofli- 
ces.  They  asked  me  how  they  should  do  it.  I  told  them  to  set  up  their  candidates, 
place  them  out  at  one  side  of  the  public  square,  one  here  and  another  there,  and  let 
their  friends  form  aline  on  the  right  and  ou  the  left.  Tliey  placed  their  candidates 
out,  and  I  gave  the  word  to  march.  The  people  then  formed.  I  then  appointed 
two  men  to  count  them.  They  then  counted  them,  and  reported  to  me  the  number 
that  they  had  found  for  each  candidate.  The  first  was  for  sheriff,  I  think.  Then  for 
the  next  ofiices  we  went  through  tlie  same  ceremony,  and  the  election  was  held  in 
that  way.  I  gave  them  a  certificate  of  appointment,  and  as  soon  as  I  got  up  to  Le- 
compton  I  sent  them  their  commissions.  We  had  no  more  trouble  down  there. 
From  there  we  went  to  the  place  on  the  Marais  des  Cygnes  where  that  horrible  mas- 
sacre had  occurred  only  a  short  time  before.  ATe  found  every  man  who  came  there 
had  his  arms  with  him.  I  addressed  them  about  as  I  had  been  addressing  the  peo- 
ple before;  quieted  the  trouble  in  the  neighborhood,  and  appointed  the  proper  offi- 
cers for  that  county:  and  we  came  on  home,  and  I  believe  those  adjustments  lasted 
as  long  as  the  Territory  lasted. 

Now  I  have  brought  you  through  pretty  much  all  of  the  ten  months  that  I  was 
with  you.  I  have  perhaps  given  some  facts  that  you  have  not  heard  before;  perhaps 
you  have  heard  some  matters  differently  related.  I  have  endeavored  to  give  you  the 
facts  without  embellishment,  and  trust  that  the  relation  of  them  will  leave  a^  good 
an  impression  apon  your  mind  as  the  facts  themselves  did  at  the  time  I  left  this 
Territory  as  Governor. 

But  that  was  not  all  that  I  had  to  do  with  Kansas.  It  so  happened  that  when  the 
■war  of  the  Eebellion  broke  out  I  was  appointed  to  a  command  in  the  army,  and  or- 
dered to  report  to  General  Hunter.  I  did  report  to  General  Hunter  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth for  duty.  He  looked  at  my  order  and  said:  ''Very  well,  I  will  just  put  you  in 
command  of  aU  the  troops  in  Kansas."  AVell,'*  said  I,  General,  what  are  the  troops 
a,nd  where  are  they?''  Said  he,  '*I  don't  know  anything  about  them;  you  must  find 
them  the  best  way  you  can."  Well,  I  soon  found  that  he  was  much  disgusted  with 
something.  I  began  to  inquire  around  to  find  out  whether  I  had  anybody  to  fight 
or  not.  The  same  day,  I  think  it  was.  a  man  came  down  from  Troy.  Doniphan 
county,  with  a  requisition  for  thirty  days'  rations  for  six  hundred  men.  He  was  re- 
ferred to  me.  I  asked  him  for  his  muster  roll.  He  said  he  did  not  have  any.  "Well." 
said  I,  "how  can  I  issue  rations  without  knowing  whether  you  have  any  men  at  all 
or  not?  You  must  have  been  mustered  into  service.  You  must  satisfy  me  about 
that."' 

Well,  he  said  they  had  always  been  drawing  rations  that  way.  "Well,"'  says  I,  "I 
can't  give  you  an  order  for  anything  of  that  sort.  General  Hunter  may  do  it.  but  I 
cannot."  Then  I  took  him  and  introduced  him  to  General  Hunter  and  he  asked  him 
some  questions.  I  told  him  how  matters  stood.  Well  he  said  he  would  give  him 
rations  for  ten  days,  I  believe  it  was,  and  that  he  must  go  back  home  and  bring  on 
the  muster  roU  and  the  necessary  papers  to  show  that  they  were  in  the  service.  At 
the  end  of  ten  days  he  came  back,  and  with  him  the  Colonel  (I  have  forgotten  the 
name)  and  the  muster  roll  of  tlie  regiment,  and  the  roll  consisted  of  one  Colonel,  one 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  four  Captains,  four  First  Lieutenants,  six  Second  Lieuteiumts. 
and  not  a  single  private.  Well.  I  told  him  that  that  kind  of  a  roil  was  not  sutlicient 
to  draw  rations  for  six  hundred  men.  and  he  w-ent  away,  and  I  suppose  from  what  I 
heard  afterwards,  that  there  was  not  a  foot  of  ground  between  Troy  and  Leavenworth 
that  he  did  not  make  resound  with  abuses  of  me. 

I  afterwards  learned  that  there  was  a  regiment  down  at  Mine  creek  that  had  lost 
its  Colonel,  and  the  Major  of  the  regiment  came  in  and  reported  that  there  was  no 
Colonel  belonging  to  that  Regiment,  and  that  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  had  resigned 
and  he  wanted  the  Cijlonelcy.  Well,  he  produced  the  resignation  of  the  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  and  who  should  it  be  but  my  old  friend,  Jolm  Ilitchie.    There  was  some- 
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thing  I  did  not  like  about  the  whole  proceeding  and  so  I  concluded  that  I  would  go 
down  and  see  about  it  in  person,  and  I  did  so,  and  I  rode  right  into  camp  without  be- 
ing halted  once,  although  they  were  within  a  few  miles  of  the  Missouri  border,  where 
fifty  men  could  have  g(^ne  in  and  surprised  them.  There  was  not  a  single  sentinel 
out-  The  Lieutenant  Colonel  was  absent.  Having  resigned,  I  suppose  he  had  gone 
home;  at  any  rate  he  was  not  there.  The  Major  was  up  at  Fort  Leavenworth.  I 
put  the  senior  Captain  in  command,  I  do  not  now  remember  his  name:  he  was  a 
man  whom  I  had  never  seen  before.  I  came  back  up  here,  and  I  think  I  sent  H. 
Miles  Moore  down  there  to  investigate  that  matter  afterward;  and  I  do  not  think  he 
has  ever  made  his  report  to  me.  I  told  him  to-day  that  I  thought  he  had  better  be 
making  that  report.  The  result  of  that  was,  that  Powell  Clayton  was  appointed 
Colonel  of  that  regiment  by  Governor  Robinson,  and  he  made  a  good  officer.  Colonel 
Ritchie  denied  that  this  was  a  bona  fide  resignation;  that  it  was  taken  from  him 
under  a  false  pretense  ;  and  that  was  what  the  investigation  was  to  be  about,  as  I 
recollect. 

Well,  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  particulars  about  those  matters.  I  found  a 
number  of  regiments  in  the  State,  composed  of  good  men  —  as  good  men  a=  ever 
shouldered  a  musket  or  handled  a  saber.  They  needed  only  discipline  to  make  them 
good  soldiers,  and  I  took  pride  in  making  them  good  soldiers.  In  whatever  I  did  to 
bring  about  discipline  in  the  army,  it  had  nothing  in  the  world  to  do  with  my  likes 
or  dislikes  towards  any  particular  individual.  My  conduct  was  directed  entirely  to- 
wards bringing  about  the  efficiency  of  the  soldier,  and  I  would  have  displaced  the 
nearest  friend  I  had  if  he  was  incapable  of  occupying  the  position  ;  or  I  would  have 
taken  the  greatest  enemy  I  had  in  the  country  and  put  him  in  command,  if  I  believed 
he  was  capable  of  filling  the  position.  My  object  was  to  benefit  the  whole  country, 
and  all  I  did  was  with  a  view  to  that  object. 

Now,  my  fellow-citizens,  I  suppose  you  have  listened  to  me  about  long  enough. 
Of  course  there  are  very  many  incidents  that  I  could  relate  which  occurred  during 
all  that  time  that  I  have  passed  over.  I  have  tried  to  relate  the  most  salient,  the  most 
striking  facts.  As  I  said,  I  came  to  the  Territory  without  any  ill-feelings  towards 
anybody.  I  left  the  Territory  with  the  same  kind  of  feeling.  I  'took  hold  of  the 
office  of  Governor  for  the  purpose  of  doing  my  duty  as  a  public  officer,  and  properly 
representing  the  Federal  Government  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  and  in  doing  that 
I  let  no  person's  opinion  control  me  in  my  action  when  not  in  accord  with  what  I 
thought  was  right,  and  I  never  formed  an  opinion  without  fuUy  satisfying  myself  as 
to  wliat  I  believed  was  best  for  the  Government. 

I  hope,  fellow-citizens,  that  you  may  have  many  meetings  such  as  this,  I  hope 
that  I  m-ay  meet  you  hereafter — not  as  a  speaker,  for  I  assure  you  that  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  be  considered  a  speaker  at  all.  but  as  a  listener.  I  thank  you  most  kindly  for 
your  attention,  and  hope  that  we  may  meet  again. 
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1861-1886. 


Proceedings   of  the  Celebration  of  the  Twenty-Fifth  Anniversary  of 
THE  Admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union,  held  at 
Topeka,  January  29,  1886. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  survivors  of  the  "Wyandotte  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, held  at  Wyandotte,  on  the  29th  of  July,  1884,  initiatory  action  was 
taken  in  reference  to  a  celebration  by  the  people  of  Kansas,  at  Topeka, 
of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union. 
In  pursuance  of  that  action,  a  meeting  was  held  on  the  24th  of  November, 
1885,  in  the  rooms  of  the  State  Plistorical  Society  at  the  State  Capitol,  to 
make  preparations  for  such  celebration.  At  that  meeting  a  program  of 
proceedings  was  in  part  made  up ;  and  a  committee  to  make  further  arrange- 
ments was  appointed,  composed  as  follows:  Col.  D.  R.  xA.nthony,  Col.  S.  X. 
Wood,  Hon.  John  ^Martin,  Chief  Justice  Albert  H.  Horton,  Col.  Cyrus  K. 
Holliday,  Hon.  Albert  Griffin,  ]Maj.  J.  K.  Hudson,  Gov.  John  A.  Martin, 
Hon.  Benj.  F.  Sijnpson,  Hon.  J.  C.  Burnett,  and  F.  G.  Adams. 

Col.  D.  R.  Anthony,  President  of  the  State  Historical  Society,  was  made 
chairman  of  the  committee,  and  F.  G.  Adams,  Secretary  of  the  State  His- 
torical Society,  was  made  secretary  of  the  committee.  Col.  C.  K.  Holliday, 
Hon.  John  Martin,  and  Maj.  J.  K.  Hudson,  were  appointed  a  sub-committee. 

The  program  of  exercises  as  completed  was  as  follows: 

afternoon. 

Exercises  commencing  at  2  p.  m.  Music  by  Marshall's  Military  Band.  Address 
by  ex-Governor  Charles  Robinson.  Music  by  the  band.  Address  by  Governor  John 
A.  Martin.    Mnsic  by  the  band. 

Addresses  as  follows:  The  Wyandotte  Constitution,  Hon.  B.  F.  Simpson;  The 
State  Governments,  ex-Governor  Thomas  A.  Osborni'j''  The  Judiciary  of  Kansas, 
Chief  Justice  Albert  H.  Horton;  The  Cities  of  Kansas,  Col.  Cyrus  K.  Holliday:  The 
Railroads  of  Kansas,  Judge  James  Humphrey;  The  Schools  of  Kansas.  Rev,  Dr. 
Richard  Cordley. 

Music  by  the  band. 

evening. 

Exercises  commencing  at  7  r.  m.    Music  by  Marshall's  Military  Band. 
Opening  address  by  Colonel  D.  R.  Anthony,  President  of  the  State  Historical 
Society. 


*  Governor  Osborn  was  unable  to  prepare  an  address,  owing  to  sickness  in  his  family.  Other  reasons 
prevented  General  liiair  from  preparing  the  address  on  the  subject  assigned  to  hini. 
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Address  by  President  of  the  State  Senate,  Hon.  A.  P.  Riddle. 

Address  by  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  Hon.  J.  B.  Johnson. 

The  following  addresses:  The  Pioneers  of  Kansas,  Hon.  S.  N.  Wood;  The  Terri- 
torial Governments,  Hon.  John  Speer;  The  Rejected  Constitutions,  Hon.  T.  D. 
Thacher;  Kansas  during  the  War,  Gen.  C.  W.  Blair;  Poem,  by  Hon.  Eugene  F.  Ware; 
The  Press  of  Kansas,  Hon.  D.  W.  Wilder;  The  Agriculture  of  Kansas,  Hon.  William 
Sims;  The  Churches  of  Kansas,  Rev.  Dr.  F.  S.  McCabe;  Kansas  Manufactures  and 
Mines,  Hon.  Alexander  Caldwell;  The  Women  of  Kansas,  Noble  L.  Prentis. 

Mm^iw  by  the  band. 

In  order  to  accommodate  the  large  audience  coming  from  all  parts  of  the 
State,  the  meeting  was  held  at  the  Grand  Opera  House.  The  State  officers, 
State  judiciary,  the  speakers,  committee  of  arrangements,  and  many  others, 
occupied  the  stage.  Seats  were  assigned  in  front  of  the  stage  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives.  The  exercises  occupied 
the  afternoon  and  evening,  and  extended  through  more  than  seven  hours, 
eno^gino-  the  eao;er  attention  of  the  multitude  in  attendance,  to  the  closincc 
hour,  at  11  p.  m. 

The  exercises  were  conducted  in  the  order  following: 

Governor  John  A.  ]Martin  presided  duriug  the  afternoon  exercises,  which 
opened  with  music  by  Marshall's  Military  Band. 

ADDRESS  OF  EX-GOVERXOH  CHARLES  ROBI:n^SOX. 

Governor  Martin  introduced  ex-Governor  Charles  Robinson,  as  the  dis- 
tinguished citizen  whom  the  people  first  called  to  preside  over  the  destinies 
of  the  State,  and  who  ably  and  faithfully  discharged  the  high  and  impor- 
tant trusts  so  assigned  him.  He  gave  an  appropriate  tribute  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  first  Chief  ^[agistrate,  as  one  who  had  })erformed  so  prominent 
a  part  in  the  pioneer  struggles  and  conflicts  of  the  people,  that  at  the 
beginning  of  the  State  they  bestowed  upon  him  the  highest  office  of  honor 
and  trust  in  their  gift : 


Mr.  President,  and  Fellow-Citizens:  We  have  assembled  to  celebrate  the  twenty- 
fifth  birthday  of  the  State  of  Kansas.  On  such  an  occasion,  a  re\iew  of  her  wonder- 
ful growth  and  achievements  is  eminently  proper,  and  in  these  no  State  can  excel 
our  own;  but  I  have  been  notified  that  I  am  expected  to  speak  of  Kansas  in  her 
ante-natal  days,  and  relate  something  of  her  struggles  in  embryo.  While  the  Terri- 
torial period  was  full  of  incident  and  worthy  achievement,  the  tield  has  been  so  often 
plowed  and  cross-plowed,  harrowed  and  raked,  as  with  a  hne-tooth  comb,  for  items 
to  add  to  the  fame  or  infamy  of  the  contestants,  that  nothing  fresh  or  interesting  re- 
mains to  be  said  appropriate  to  the  occasion.  Some  of  the  results,  however,  of  the 
Territorial  struggle  have  been  inherited  by  tlie  State,  and  constitute  its  chief  glory. 
Of  these.  I  will  briefly  speak.  To  begin  at  the  beginning,  I  will  say  that  the  ditn- 
culty  which  culminated  in  Kansas  had  its  origin  in  the  Garden  of  Eden.  x\ccording 
to  report,  the  first  law  ever  given  to  the  race  was  a  prohibitory  law,  with  death 
a3  the  penalty  for  disobedience.  This  law,  of  course,  was  violated  by  the  occupants 
of  the  Garden,  and  should  the  threatened  penalty  be  inflicted,  the  Law-Giver  would 
have  no  -subjects,  as  the  violators  included  the  whole  humatx  faiuily.  xlccordingly, 
the  penalty  was  modified  to  suit  the  emergency  —  a  precedent  still  followed  by  politi- 
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cal  parties  when  the  enforcement  of  their  laws  will  leave  their  party  without  a 
quorum  in  the  Legislature,  or  in  a  minority  at  the  polls.  The  amended  penalty 
reads  as  follows:  "In  the  sweat  of  thy  face  shalt  thou  eat  thy  bread  till  thou  return 
unto  the  ground."  The  penalty  attached  not  only  to  the  law-breaker,  but  to  all  his 
posterity,  and  from  that  day  to  this  the  chief  concern  of  mankind  has  been  to  es- 
cape this  penalty.  Every  person  seems  desirous  of  making  some  one  else  do  the 
sweating  while  he  eats  his  bread.  Every  device  has  been  resorted  to.  Sometimes  a 
man  escapes  the  penalty  by  withholding  the  earnings  of  his  employes  in  whole,  or 
in  part;  but  a  favorite  method  has  to  been  to  capture,  steal,  or  purchase  a  man,  and 
to  compel  him  to  do  the  sweating  both  for  himself  and  his  master.  This  practice 
had  been  handed  down  from  generation  to  generation,  till  the  date  of  the  opening 
of  Kansas  to  settlement,  and  it  was  proposed  to  introduce  it  on  Kansas  soil.  Hence 
the  conflict.  Many  people  had  come  to  look  upon  this  business  not  only  as  avoid- 
ing the  penalty  for  eating  the  prohibited  fruit,  but  as  a  great  wrong  to  such  as  were 
compelled  to  suffer  the  double  infliction.  Some  thought  it  was  the  "sum  of  all  vil- 
lainies," and  others  "trembled  when  they  remembered  that  God  was  just."  Many 
years  of  agitation  had  preceded  the  settlement  of  Kansas,  both  among  the  people 
and  in  Congress.  Various  compromises  and  provisos  had  been  agreed  to.  but  all 
such  were  as  ropes  of  sand  before  the  demands  of  the  slave  power.  One  of  these 
barriers  to  the  extension  of  slavery  went  down  in  the  enactment  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  bill.  The  opponents  to  the  extension  of  slavery  were  beaten  — hopelessly 
beaten  —  in  Congress;  the  agitators  of  the  North  and  East  were  powerless,  and 
could  anything  be  done  to  stay  the  progress  of  this  institution";  A  writer  in  the 
Charleston  (S.  C.)  Mercunj  states  the  case  as  follows: 

"  First,  by  consent  of  parties  the  present  contest  in  Kansas  is  made  the  turning- 
point  in  the  destinies  of  Slavery  and  Abolitionism.  If  the  South  triumphs.  Aboli- 
tionism will  be  defeated  and  shorn  of  its  power  for  all  time.  If  she  is  defeated. 
Abolitionism  will  grow  more  insolent  and  aggressive,  until  the  utter  ruin  of  the  South 
is  consummated.  Second,  if  tlie  South  secures  Kansas,  she  will  extend  Slavery  into 
aU  Territory  south  of  the'40th  parallel  of  north  latitude  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  this, 
of  course,  will  secure  for  lier  pent-up  institution  of  Slavery  an  amj'le  outlet,  and 
restore  her  power  in  Congress.  If  the  North  secures  Kansas,  the  power  of  the  South 
in  Congress  will  gradually  be  diminished;  the  States  of  Missouri,  Kentucky.  Tennes- 
see, Arkansas  and  Texas,  together  with  the  adjacent  Territories,  will  gradually  be- 
come Abolitionized.  and  the  slave  population,  confined  to  the  States  east  of  the 
Mississi|ipi.  will  become  valueless.  All  depends  upon  the  action  of  the  present 
moment." 

This  is  an  exact  statement  of  the  situation  as  it  then  appeared,  and  the  predic- 
tions only  failed  of  realization  in  consequence  of  the  suicide  of  Slavery  by  the 
Rebellion,  which  could  not  then  be  known.  Here,  then,  was  the  stake  —  not  the  exten- 
sion of  Slavery  to  Kansas  merely,  but  its  extension  indefinitely,  or  final  extinction. 
Who  could  be  found  to  enter  the  lists?  Slavery  had  all  the  advantages.  On  its  side 
were  billions  of  dollars  and  the  domestic  relations  of  8.000.000  people  involved. 
Congress  was  in  favor  of  the  Slavery  extension,  or  it  would  not  have  removed  the 
barriers  from  the  west  line  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  The  Judiciary  was  on  the 
side  of  Slavery  extension,  or  it  wotild  never  have  made  the  Dred  Scott  decision. 
The  Executive  Department  of  tlie  Government  favored  Slavery  extension,  or  it 
could  not  have  been  elected,  and  would  not  have  had  Jefferson  Davis  for  Secretary  of 
"War.  Besides.  Kansas  had  a  Slave  State  extending  across  its  entire  eastern  border, 
whose  inhabitants  were  alive  to  the  situation,  bold,  reckless  and  defiant,  while  thx- 
opponents  of  Slavery  were  to  be  found  chiefly  at  a  distance  of  hundreds  of  miie^ 
from  the  field  of  confiict.  Congressmen  from  the  North  had  been  beaten  andcowtd: 
the  old  Anti-Slavery  Society  had  no  faith  in  success,  or  in  the  value  of  victory  if 
achieved,  and  the  Liberty  and  Free-Soil  parties  had  no  machinery  that  could  be  useful 
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in  such  an  encounter.  Who,  under  these  disadvantages,  vrould  enter  the  contest  for 
this  prize  with  the  slave  power  of  the  Nation,  that  had  never  known  defeat?  Indi- 
viduals and  individual  effort  could  do  something,  as  was  shown  in  the  person  of  him 
who  will  speak  this  evening  for  the  pioneers  of  Kansas.  But  the  whole  North  must 
be  aroused  and  organization  effected,  to  stimulate  and  aid  emigration.  A  heretofore 
comparatively  obscure  man,  a  member  of  a  State  Legislature,  was  seized  with  inspi- 
ration, and  he  stepped  forth  in  the  winter  of  ISa-l,  when  it  became  evident  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  bill  would  become  a  law,  and  organized  emigration  and  preached  the  crusade 
till  victory  was  secured.  So  obnoxious  did  this  man  become  to  the  slave  power  that 
a  price  was  set  upon  his  head,  dead  or  alive,  even  before  the  lands  of  Kansas  were 
open  to  settlement.  But  emigration,  while  indispensable,  was  not  all  that  was  requi- 
site. A  State  had  to  be  organized,  and  this  work  must  be  done  on  the  soil  of  Kansas. 
This  -was  the  work  in  hand,  and  the  election  of  a  Territorial  Legislature  was  the  first 
step  to  be  taken.  The  party  that  should  secure  this  would  secure  a  great,  if  not  de- 
cisive, victory.  As  is  well  known,  this  victory  perched  upon  the  banners  of  the  South. 
Was  there,  then,  hope  left  for  a  free  State?  All  the  machinery  for  making  a  State  was 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy.  This  was  in  1855,  and  there  would  be  no  new 
Legislature  elected  before  1857.  In  the  meantime  returning  boards''  could  be  pro- 
vided and  a  constitution  inaugurated,  which  might  settle  the  question  in  issue  irre- 
vocably. Could  any  power  or  any  agency  wrest  victory  from  such  a  defeat,  and  under 
such  circumstances?  Every  statesman,  every  politician,  every  student  of  history, 
and  every  person  of  ordinary  information  of  affairs  of  government,  would  have 
answered,  and  did  answer  this  question  in  the  negative,  but  the  Free-State  party  of 
Kansas  answered  it  in  the  affirmative  and  made  good  their  answer,  as  history  has 
recorded.  How  this  victory  was  achieved — -  by  what  measures  or  policy  —  belongs 
to  the  history  of  the  Territorial  period,  and  not  the  State,  but  as  its  results  have 
been  inherited  by  the  State,  some  of  them  may  properly  be  named  here. 

First.  The  victory  of  the  Free-State  party  made  Kansas  a  free  instead  of  a  slave 
State. 

Second.  According  to  the  Charleston  Mercury,  it  put  an  end  to  the  e3;tension  of 
slavery  in  every  direction,  and  secured  freedom  to  all  other  Territories. 

Third.  It  made  the  Republican  party  of  the  Nation.  The  Cyclopedia  of  Political 
Science  says  truly:  "'The  predominance  of  a  moral  question  in  politics,  always  a 
portentous  phenomenon  under  a  constitutional  government,  was  made  unmistakable 
by  the  Kansas  struggle,  and  its  first  perceptible  result  was  the  disappearance,  in  ef- 
fect, of  all  the  old  forms  of  opposition  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  the  first  na- 
tional convention  of  the  new  Republican  party,  June  17,  185G.'' 

Eli  Thayer  says  that  "the  Kansas  fight  made  the  Republican  party.'"  Also  he 
adds  that  it  was  a  necessary  training  of  the  Northern  States  for  subduing  the  Re- 
bellion." 

Fourth.  This  being  conceded,  Kansas  made  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln  pos- 
sible. 

Fifth.  Securing  a  free  State  in  Kansas  and  the  election  of  Lincoln  brought  on  the 
Rebellion,  which — 

Sixth.  Was  the  suicide  and  end  of  slavery,  in  this  Nation  and  prospectively  in  all 
nations. 

All  these  results  the  State  of  Kansas  inherits  from  the  Territorial  struggle,  as  can 
be  abundantly  shown.  I  am  aware  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  rob  Kansas  of 
some  of  thes-e  laurels,  but  the  attempt  will  fail.  One  writer  would  make  it  appear 
that  the  raid  at  Harper's  Ferry,  to  which  ho  was  a  party,  destroyed  slavery,  and  not 
the  work  in  Kansas.  V^hat  are  the  facts?  Were  I  to  quote  all  the  declaration*  of 
Southern  politicians  during  the  pending  of  the  elections  of  185G  and  16G0,  saying 
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that  should  the  Republican  candidate  for  President  be  elected  they  would  go  out  of 
the  Union,  my  time  and  your  patience  would  be  exhausted.  I  will  therefore  refer 
to  but  two  or  three  statements:  Jefferson  Davis,  in  his  message  to  the  Confederate 
Congress,  does  not  mention  Harper's  Ferry,  but  gave  this  as  a  reason  for  withdraw- 
ing from  the  Union: 

"A  great  party  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining. Ui^flidministration 
of  the  government  with  the  avowed  object  of  using  its  power  for  the  t<>tai  exclusion 
of  the  Slave  States  from  all  participation  in  the  benefits  of  the  public  domain  ac- 
quired by  all  the  States  in  common,  whether  by  conquest  or  purchase,  surrounding 
them  entirely  by  States  in  which  slavery  should  be  prohibited,  thus  rendering  the 
property  in  slaves  so  insecure  as  to  be  comparatively  worthless,  and  thereby  annihi- 
lating, in  effect,  property  worth  thousands  of  millions  of  dollars.  This  party,  thus 
organized,  succeeded  in  the  month  of  November  last  in  the  election  of  its  candidate 
for  the  President  of  the  United  States." 

I  will  next  quote  from  a  letter  attributed  to  Judah  P.  Benjamin,  Senator  from 
Louisiana,  to  the  British  Consul  in  New  York,  dated  August  11, 1860,  as  follows: 

"  The  doctrines  maintained  by  the  great  leaders  of  the  Republican  party  are  so  un- 
suited  to  the  whole  South  that  the  election  of  their  candidate  (which  is  almost  cer- 
tain) amounts  to  a  total  destruction  of  all  plantation  interests,  which  the  South,  as 
sure  as  there  is  a  God  in  Heaven,  will  not  submit  to.  Sooner  than  yield  to  the  arbi- 
trary dictates  of  traitorous  allies  and  false  friends  who  have  proven  recreant  to  the 
solemn  obligations  of  the  old  Constitution,  we  will  either  secede  from  the  Union,  and 
form  a  separate  government,  or  upon  certain  conditions,  at  once  return  to  the  alle- 
giance of  Great  Britain,  our  mother  country.*' 

Here  again  is  no  allusion  to  Harper's  Ferry,  but  he  proposes  to  secede  because  of 
the  success  of  the  Republican  party,  which  w^as  "made"  by  the  Kansas  struggle. 

The  Political  Cyclopedia  says  that  Kansas,  it  might  be  said,  cleared  the  stage 
for  the  last  act  of  the  drama,  the  Rebellion;*'  that  the  Kansas  struggle  was  the  "pre- 
lude to  the  "War  of  the  Rebellion."  One  more  question  remains  to  be  considered: 
If  the  success  of  the  Republican  party,  made  by  the  Kansas  struggle,  was  the 
immediate  cause  of  secession,  war,  and  consequent  emancipation,  did  the  Harper's 
Ferry  raid  contribute  to  that  success?  This  question  must  be  answered  most  de- 
cidedly in  the  negative.  This  same  cyclopedia  says  that  "the  North  almost  unani- 
mously condemned  the  whole  insurrection,'"  while  it  is  well  known  that  from  every 
stump  during  the  Lincoln  campaign  it  was  most  vehemently  denounced.  The  Re- 
publican party,  that  there  might  be  no  mistaking  its  position,  adopted  this  resolu- 
tion in  its  national  platform: 

'■'Resolved.  That  the  maintenance  inviolate  of  the  rights  of  the  States,  and  espe- 
cially the  right  of  each  State  to  order  and  control  its  own  domestic  institutions 
according  to  its  judgment  exclusively,  is  essential  to  the  balance  of  power  on  which 
the  perfection  and  endurance  of  our  political  fabric  depends,  and  we  denounce  the 
lawless  invasion  by  armed  force  of  the  soil  of  any  State  or  Territory,  no  matter 
under  what  pretext,  as  among  the  gravest  crimes." 

After  the  election,  President  Lincoln,  in  his  Inaugural  Address,  quoted  this  reso- 
lution, and  added:  "I  now  reiterate  these  sentiments,  and,  in  doing  so,  I  only  press 
upon  the  public  attention  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  which  the  case  is  suscep- 
tible, that  the  prosperity,  peace  and  security  of  no  section  are  to  be  in  any  wise 
endangered  by  the  new  incoming  administration." 

Can  it  be  possible  that  the  effect  of  such  a  raid  as  that  at  Harper's  Ferry,  almost 
unanimously  denounced  by  the  whole  North,  especially  denounced  in  the  platform 
of  the  party,  and  the  denunciations  reiterated  by  its  candidate,  could  be  to  aid  in 
the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln?  To  ask  such  a  question  is  to  answer  it.  Not  only  did 
the  raid  not  help  the  Republicans,  but  as  soon  as  the  facts  were  developed  it  did 
not  frighten  the  South.  The  Pro-Slavery  members  of  the  Senate  Investigating  Com- 
mittee, Mason,  Davis,  Fitch,  say  that  not  a  single  slave  could  be  induced  to  volun- 
tarily join  the  raiders,  and  when  arms  were  put  in  their  hands  they  refused  to  use 
them,  and  escaped  from  their  captors  as  soon  as  they  cotild  do  so  with  safety. 
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The  Republican  members  of  this  committee,  CoUamer  and  Doolittle,  said  that 
'"the  lessons  which  it  teaches  furnish  many  considerations  of  security  against  its 
repetition.  The  fatal  termination  of  the  entej^rise  in  the  death  and  execution  of  so 
large  a  part  of  the  number  engaged;  the  dispersion  of  the  small  remainder  as  fugi- 
tives in  the  land;  the  entire  disinclination  of  the  slaves  to  insurrection,  or  to  receive 
aid  for  that  purpose,  which  was  there  exhibited;  the  very  limited  number  and  pecu- 
liar character  of  the  conspirators,  all  combine  to  furnish  assurance  against  the  most 
distant  probability  of  its  repetition."  It  is  evident  from  all  the  facts  in  the  case, 
that  this  raid  not  only  did  not  help,  but  hindered  the  Republican  cause,  and  that  it 
did  not  have  a  feather's  weight  in  causing  the  Rebellion,  or  the  destruction  of  slav- 
ery in  consequence  of  it. 

Let  us  reverse  the  picture  for  a  moment.  Suppose,  instead  of  a  Free  State  a 
Slave  State  had  been  secured  in  Kansas,  with  the  power  to  extend  the  institution  at 
will,  into  all  the  Territories.  Suppose,  as  a  consequence,  the  Kansas  struggle  had 
not  "made"  a  victorious  Republican  party  in  18G0,  but  had  secured  the  election  of 
Breckinridge,  the  Southern  candidate  for  President:  would  the  South  have  then 
seceded,  and  would  slavery  have  been  abolished?  And  would  either  event  have 
transpired  in  consequence  of  the  Harper's  Ferry  raid,  or  five  hundred  such  raids? 
Cook  had  been  at  Harper's  Ferry  some  twelve  months,  and  Brown  and  his  followers 
four  or  five  months,  and  yet  not  a  slave  had  been  enlisted  for  the  crusade  by  either. 
How  much  effect  would  such  a  raid  have  to  produce  secession  or  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  with  Kansas  and  the  Federal  Government  in  the  secure  possession  of  the 
South? 

No,  no;  the  flood-tide  of  slavery  extension  received  its  first  permanent  check  in 
Kansas,  and  it  was  the  refluent  wave  from  her  borders  that  carried  Abraham  Lincoln 
into  the  White  House,  drove  the  South  into  rebellion,  and  buried  slavery  so  deep 
that  for  it  there  can  be  no  resurrection.  Not  only  is  the  State  of  Kansas  thus  in- 
debted to  the  Territory,  but  the  late  slave  States,  that  contended  so  earnestly  to 
extend  their  peculiar  institution,  are  doubly  indebted.  These  States  have  not  only 
been  redeemed  from  a  blighting  curse,  but  have  been  prospered  in  every  way  as 
never  before  in  their  history.  So  general  and  wide-spread  is  their  prosperity  that 
so  far  as  known  not  a  citizen  can  be  found  in  the  entire  South  who  would  reestablish 
slavery  if  he  could.  But  the  blessings  resulting  from  the  Territorial  struggle  do  not 
stop  here,  for  the  Nation  itself  has  been  born  again,  with  that  birth  which  brings 
with  it  ''Peace  on  earth,  and  good-will  to  men.''  The  old  contentions,  bitterness 
and  irrepressible  conflict  between  the  North  and  South,  have  given  place  to  mutual 
respect,  love  and  good-will.  The  United  States  now  constitute  a  Union  in  reality  as 
well  as  in  name,  with  like  institutions,  like  aspirations,  and  a  common  destiny.  Our 
Union  thus  cemented,  has  become  the  envy  of  all  nations,  and  a  terror  to  all  enemies. 
The  freest,  happiest  and  most  prosperous  people  on  the  globe,  we  have  become  a 
place  of  refuge  for  the  oppressed  of  all  nations.  Such  being  the  result  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial conflict,  well  may  the  contestants  embrace  each  other  on  the  twenty-tifth 
birthday  of  this  wonderful  State,  and  henceforth  dwell  together  in  unity,  under  a 
Government  that  knows  no  North,  no  South,  no  East,  no  West,  but  that  is  "one 
and  inseparable,  now  and  forever." 

ADDRESS  OF  GOV.  JOHN  A.  MARTIN. 

At  the  close  of  his  address,  and  after  music  by  the  band,  ex-Governor 
Robinson  introduced  to  the  audience  Governor  John  A.  ^lartin.  in  a  few 
remarks  referring  to  the  hitter's  public  career  in  Kansas  to  the  present  time; 
to  his  long  and  useful  services  as  an  editor,  and  to  his  brilliant  militarv 
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services  darin<^  the  war.  Governor  Martin  then  delivered  the  followiii*'- 
address : 

THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  KANSAS. 

Mr.  Chairman^  and  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  In  Grecian  mythology  it  is  related  that 
Zeus,  warned  by  an  oracle  that  the  son  of  his  spouse,  Metis,  would  snatch  supremacy 
from  him,  swallowed  both  Metis  and  her  unborn  child.  When  the  time  of  birth 
arrived,  Zeus  felt  a  violent  pain  in  his  head,  and  in  his  agony  requested  Heph*stus 
to  cleave  the  head  open  with  an  ax.  His  request  was  complied  with,  and  from  the 
brain  of  the  great  god  sprang  Athena,  fuU-armed  and  with  a  mighty  war-shout.  She 
at  once  assumed  a  high  place  among  the  divinities  of  Olympus.  She  first  took  part 
in  the  discussions  of  the  gods  as  an  opponent  of  the  savage  Ares.  She  gave  counsel 
to  her  father  against  the  giants;  and  she  slew  Enceludus,  the  most  powerful  of  those 
who  conspired  against  Zeus,  and  buried  him  under  Mt.  iEtna.  She  became  the  pa- 
tron of  heroism  among  men,  and  her  active  and  original  genius  inspired  their  em- 
ployment. The  agriculturist  and  the  mechanic  were  under  her  special  protection, 
and  the  philosopher,  the  poet  and  the  orator  delighted  in  her  favor.  The  segis  was 
in  her  helmet,  and  she  represented  the  ether — ^  pure  air.  She  was  worshipped  at 
Athens  because  she  caused  the  olive  to  grow  on  the  bare  rock  of  the  Acropolis.  She 
was  also  the  protectress  of  the  arts  of  peace  among  women.  She  bore  in  her  hand 
the  spool,  the  spindle,  and  the  needle,  and  she  invented  and  excelled  in  all  the  work 
of  women.  She  was  the  goddess  of  wisdom  and  the  symbol  of  thought;  she  repre- 
sented military  skill  and  civic  prudence.  In  war  she  was  heroic  and  invincible;  in 
peace  she  was  wise,  strong,  inventive,  and  industrious, 

THE  ATHENA  OF  A:MERICAN  STATES. 

Kansas  is  the  Athena  of  American  States.  Thirty-six  years  ago  the  Slave  Oli- 
garchy ruled  this  country.  Fearing  that  the  birth  of  new  States  in  the  West  would 
rob  it  of  supremacy,  the  Slave  Power  swallowed  the  Missouri  Compromise,  which 
had  dedicated  the  Northwest  to  Freedom.  The  industrious  North,  aroused  and  in- 
dignant, struck  quick  and  hard,  and  Kansas,  full-armed,  shouting  the  war-cry  of 
Liberty,  and  nerved  with  invincible  courage,  sprang  into  the  Union.  She  at  once 
assumed  a  high  place  among  the  States.  She  was  the  deadly  enemy  of  Slavery;  she 
gave  voice  and  potency  to  the  demand  for  its  abolition;  and  she  aided  in  burying 
Secession  in  its  unhonored  grave.  The  war  over,  she  became  the  patron,  as  she  had 
been  during  its  continuance  the  exemplar,  of  heroism,  and  a  hundred  thousand  sol- 
diers of  the  Union  found  homes  within  the  shelter  of  her  embracing  arms.  The 
agriculturist  and  the  mechanic  were  charmed  by  her  ample  resources  and  inspired 
by  her  eager  enterprise.  Education  found  in  her  a  generous  patron,  and  to  litera- 
ture, art  and  science  she  has  been  a  steadfast  friend.  Her  pure  atmosphere  invigor- 
ated all.  A  desert  disfigured  the  map  of  the  Continent,  and  she  covered  it  with  fields 
of  golden  wheat  and  tasseling  corn.  She  has  extended  to  women  the  protection  of 
generous  laws  and  of  enlarged  opportunities  for  usefulness.  In  war  she  was  valiant 
and  indomitable,  and  in  peace  she  has  been  intelligent,  energetic,  progressive,  and 
enterprising.    The  modern  Athena,  type  of  the  great  Greek  goddess,  is  our  Kansas. 

THE  CHILD  OF  A  GREAT  ERA. 

It  is  not  a  long  lapse  of  time  since  the  2ythof  January,  1861.  A  boy  born  during 
that  eventful  year  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  at  the  last  election.  But  no  other 
period  of  the  world's  history  has  been  so  fertile  in  invention,  so  potential  in  thought, 
so  restless  and  aggressive  in  energy,  or  so  crowded  with  sublime  achievements,  as 
the  (iu;trter-century  succeeding  tlie  admission  of  Kansas  as  a  State.  .  During  tl.at 
period  occiirred  the  greatest  war  the  world  has  ever  known.    An  industrious,  self- 
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governed,  peace-loving  people,  transfigured  by  the  inspiration  of  patriotism  and 
freedom,  became,  within  a  twelve-month,  a  Nation  of  trained  and  disciplined  war- 
riors. Human  slavery,  entrenched  for  centuries  in  law,  tradition,  w^ealth.  and  pride 
of  race,  was  annihilated,  and  five  million  slaves  were  clothed  with  the  powers  and 
responsibilities  of  citizenship.  The  Continent  was  girdled  with  railroad  and  tele- 
graph lines.  In  ISGO  there  were  only  31,186  miles  of  railway  in  the  United  States; 
there  are  now  fully  130,000  miles.  Less  than  50,000  miles  of  telegraph  wires  were 
stretched  at  the  date  of  the  admission  of  Kansas;  there  are  now  nearly  300.000  miles. 
The  telephone  and  the  electric  light  are  fruits  of  this  period,  and  the  improvements 
and  inventions  in  farm  implements,  in  books  and  newspapers,  in  all  the  appliances 
of  mechanical  industry,  and  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  have  revolutionized  nearly 
every  department  of  human  activity. 

When  this  marvelous  era  dawned  upon  the  world,  Kansas  was  a  fiction  of  the 
geographers.  On  the  map  of  our  country  it  was  marked  as  a  desert,  and  the  few 
explorers  who  had  penetrated  its  vast  solitudes  described  it  as  an  arid  and  sandy 
waste,  fit  only  for  the  wild  bison,  or  the  wilder  Indian.  There  it  had  lain  for  cen- 
turies, voiceless  and  changeless,  waiting  for  the  miracle  of  civilization  to  touch  and 
transform  it. 

The  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  made  Kansas  the  central  figure  in  a  tre- 
mendous conflict.  It  became  not  only  the  child  of  a  marvelous  epoch,  and  heir  to 
all  the  progress,  the  achievements  and  the  glory  of  that  epoch,  but  it  stood  for  an 
idea;  it  represented  a  principle;  and  that  idea  and  principle  thrilled  the  heart  and 
awakened  the  conscience  of  the  Nation.  That  a  State  cradled  amid  such  events, 
schooled  during  such  a  period,  and  inspired  by  such  sentiments,  should,  in  its 
growth  and  development,  illustrate  these  mighty  energies  and  impulses,  was  inevi- 
table. The  Kansas  of  to-day  is  only  the  logical  sequence  of  the  influences  and 
agencies  that  have  surrounded,  shaped  and  directed  every  step  and  stage  of  the 
State's  material  and  administrative  progress. 

NOT  THE  HISTOEIAN. 

I  am  not,  however,  the  historian  of  this  occasion.  Very  properly  the  committee 
assigned  to  my  honored  predecessor,  the  first  Governor  of  the  State  —  who  has  been 
with  and  of  it  during  all  the  lights  and  shadows  of  thirty-one  revolving  years  —  the 
duty  of  presenting  an  historical  sketch  of  the  difficulties  and  dangers  through 
which  Kansas  was  added  to  the  stars,"  and  became  one  of  the  brightest  in  the  con- 
stellation of  the  Union.  To  me  was.  allotted  another  task  —  that  of  presenting,  as 
briefly  and  as  clearly  as  I  am  able,  the  material  development  of  Kansas,  and  her  pres- 
ent condition  and  position.  It  is  at  once  a  delightful  and  a  difficult  task.  The 
growth  of  Kansas  is  a  theme  which  has  always  enlisted  my  interest  and  excited  my 
pride.  But  I  cannot  hope  to  present  any  adequate  picture  of  the  Kansas  you  know 
so  well  —  the  Kansas  of  your  love  and  of  your  faith;  the  imperial  young  State,  at 
once  the  enigma  and  the  wonder  of  American  commonwealths. 

THREE  PEPvlODS  OF  DEVELOrMEXT. 

The  development  of  Kansas,  it  seems  to  me,  has  had  three  periods,  which  may 
properly  be  called  the  decades  of  War,  of  Uncertainty,  and  of  Triumph.  From 
1855  to  18C5,  Kansas  was  an  armed  camp.  The  border  troubles,  outbreaking  late  in 
1854,  continued  until  the  Rebellion  was  inaugurated.  Kansas,  in  fact,  began  the  war 
six  years  before  the  Nation  had  fired  a  shot,  and  the  call  to  arms  in  1861  found  here 
a  singularly  martial  peo})le,  who  responded  with  unparallelled  enthusiasm  to  the 
President's  demands  for  men.  In  less  than  a  year  ten  full  regiments  were  organized, 
and  before  the  close  of  the  war  Kansas  had  sent  over  twenty  thousand  soldiers  to 
the  field,  out  of  a  population  of  but  little  more  than  a  hundred  thousand.  Fields, 
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workshops,  offices  and  schools  were  deserted,  and  the  patient  and  heroic  women  who 
had  kept  weary  vigils  during  all  the  dark  and  desolate  days  of  the  border  troubles, 
now  waited  in  their  lonely  homes  for  tidings  from  the  larger  field  of  the  civil  war. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  Kansas  increased,  either  in  population  or  wealth,  from  1S61 
to  1864.  But  the  young  State  grew  in  public  interest  and  reputation,  and  when  the 
heroic  men,  whose  valor  and  patriotism  had  saved  the  Republic,  began  to  be  mus- 
tered out,  Kansas  offered  an  inviting  field  for  their  energy,  and  they  came  hither  in 
great  numbers.  The  population  of  the  State,  which  was  107,206  in  1860.  had  in- 
creased to  140.179  in  1865.  The  assessed  value  of  its  property  increased  from  $22,- 
518,232  to  §36.110,000  during  the  same  period,  and  the  land  in  farms  from  1.778.40(J 
to  3,.500,000  acres.  It  was  not  a  '"boom,"  nor  was  it  stagnation  and  decay.  Yet  it 
is  probable  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  growth  showri  by  these  figures  dates  from 
the  spring  of  1864. 

The  real  development  of  Kansas  began  in  1865,  and  it  has  known  few  interrup- 
tions since.  The  census  of  1870  showed  a  population  of  364,399  —  an  increase  of 
124,220  in  five  years,  or  nearly  double  the  population  of  1865.  Railroad  building 
also  began  in  1865,  and  1,283  miles  were  completed  by  1870.  The  home-returning 
soldiers  and  the  railroads  came  together.  Immigrants  to  other  States  came  in  slow- 
moviug  canal  boats  or  canvas-covered  wagons,  but  they  came  to  Kansas  in  the  light- 
ning express,  and  most  of  them  went  to  their  claims  in  comfortable  cars,  drawn  by 
that  marvel  of  modern  mechanism,  the  locomotive.  Our  State  has  never  had  a 
'•coonskin-cap "  population.  It  is  the  child  of  the  prairies,  not  of  the  forest.  It 
has  always  attracted  men  of  intelligence,  who  knew  a  good  thing  when  they  saw  it. 
They  brought  with  them  the  school,  the  church,  and  the  printing  press;  they  planted 
an  orchard  and  a  grove  as  soon  as  they  had  harvested  their  first  crop;  and  if  they 
were  compelled  to  live  in  a  dug-o\it  the  first  year  or  two,  they  were  reasonably  cer- 
tain to  own  a  comfortable  house  the  third. 

THE  PERIOD  OF  UNCERTAINTY. 

The  period  from  1865  to  1875  was,  however,  a  period  of  uncertainty.  Kansas  re- 
mained an  experiment.  The  drouth  and  grasshopper  invasion  of  1860.  a  menacing 
memory  for  many  years,  had  just  begun  to  grow  dim  when  the  drouth  of  1873  and 
the  still  more  disasttous  drouth  and  locust  invasion  of  1874  revived  its  recollection, 
and  intensified  the  uncertainty  it  had  inspired.  The  intervening  years  were  not,  it 
is  true,  without  their  exaltation  and  triumphs.  Luxuriant  harvests  followed  the  dis- 
aster of  1860,  year  after  year  in  unbroken  succession,  until  1873,  and  we  indulged  in 
much  jubilant  boasting  and  self-gratulation  over  our  fruitful  soil,  our  benign  climate, 
and  our  gracious  seasons.  But  over  and  through  it  all  brooded  and  ran  a  feeling  of 
question  or  uncertainty,  which  manifested  itself  in  many  Mays.  The  newspapers, 
while  affecting  to  sneer  at  those  who  did  not  believe  Kansas  to  be  a  country  where 
rains  always  came  just  when  they  were  wanted,  nevertheless  recorded  every  rain  with 
suspicious  prominence.  Even  the  corner-lot  speculator  watched  the  clouds  while  he 
was  denouncing  the  slanderers  who  asserted  that  Kansas  was  a  dry  country."  '•  Me- 
thinks  the  lady  doth  protest  too  much,''  might  have  been  said  of  the  Kansans  who. 
from  1865  to  1875,  vehemently  maintained  that  the  normal  condition  of  Kansas  wa.s 
that  of  a  quagmire. 

And  in  the  midst  of  it  all,  came  1873  and  1874,  with  their  twin  devastations  and 
calamities.  A  tierce  sun  rose  and  set  for  months  in  a  cloudless  sky;  the  parched 
earth  shrank  and  cracked;  and  the  crops  withered  and  shriveled  in  winds  as  hot  as 
the  breath  of  a  furnace.  But  as  if  the  destruction  thus  wrought  was  not  enough,  out 
from  the  northwest  came  clouds  of  insects,  darkening  the  sun  in  their  baleful  tlight. 
and  leaving  the  very  abomination  of  desolation  wherever  they  alighted.  It  was  tht  u 
13 
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that  the  bravest  quailed,  and  our  sturdiest  farmers  abandoned  all  hope.  Thousands 
of  people,  now  among  our  most  prosperous  citizens,  would  have  sold  everything 
they  possessed  for  one-sixth  of  its  value,  during  the  year  1874,  and  abandoned  the 
State  forever.    Bat  they  could  find  no  purchasers,  even  at  such  a  price. 

Somehow  —  and  I  mention  the  fact  to  their  everlasting  credit  —  many  of  the  news- 
papers of  Kansas  never  lost  heart  or  hope  during  that  distressful  season.  They 
lauded  the  State  more  earnestly,  if  possible,  than  ever  before.  They  asserted,  with 
vehement  iteration,  that  the  season  was  exceptional  and  phenomenal.  They  ex- 
horted the  people  to  keej)  up  courage,  and  confidently  predicted  abundant  harvests 
next  year.  And  to  their  influence  more  than  any  other,  is  due  the  fact  that  Kansas 
survived  the  drouth  and  grasshopper  invasion  of  1874  with  so  little  loss  of  popula- 
tion. 

THE  PERIOD  OF  TRIUMPH. 

The  period  of  triumph  began  in  1875-  While  the  world  was  stUl  talking  of  our 
State  as  a  drouth-powdered  and  insect-eaten  country,  Kansas  was  preparing  for  the 
Centennial,  and  getting  ready  for  a  great  future.  And  in  1876,  she  sprang  into  the 
arena  of  Nations  with  a  display  of  her  products  and  resources  which  eclipsed  them 
all,  and  excited  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the  w^hole  civilized  earth. 

From  that  time  to  this  the  development  of  Kansas  has  never  known  a  halt,  nor 
have  the  hopes  of  our  citizens  ever  been  troubled  by  a  doubt.  More  permanent  and 
costly  homes  have  been  builded,  more  stately  public  edifices  have  been  reared,  more 
substantial  improvements  have  been  made  on  farms  and  in  towns,  more  wealth  has 
b3en  accumulated,  during  the  decade  beginning  in  1875,  than  during  the  two  previous 
decades.  No  citizen  of  Kansas,  from  that  day  to  this,  has  ever  written  a  letter,  made 
a  speech,  or  talked  at  home  or  abroad,  with  his  fellow-citizens  or  with  strangers, 
without  exalting  the  resources  and  glorifying  the  greatness  of  the  State.  No  I^egis- 
lature,  since  that  time,  has  ever  doubted  the  ability  of  the  State  to  do  anything  it 
pleased  to  do. 

A  new  Kansas  has  been  developed  during  that  period.  The  youth  of  1875  has 
grown  to  the  full  stature  and  strength  of  confident  and  intelligent  manhood.  The 
people  have  forgotten  to  talk  of  drouths,  which  are  no  more  incident  to  Kansas  than 
to  Ohio  or  Illinois.  They  no  longer  watch  the  clouds  when  rain  has  not  fallen  for 
two  weeks.  The  newspapers  no  longer  chronicle  rains  as  if  they  were  uncommon 
visitations.  A  great  many  things  besides  the  saloons  have  gone,  and  gone  to  stay. 
The  bone-hunter  and  the  buffalo-hunter  of  the  Plains,  the  Indian  and  his  reserva- 
tions, the  jayhawkers  and  the  Wild  Bills,  the  Texas  steer  and  the  cowboy,  the  buffalo 
grass  and  the  dug-outs,  the  loneliness  and  immensity  of  the  unpeopled  prairies,  the  in- 
finite stretching  of  the  plains,  unbroken  by  tree  or  shrub,  by  fence  or  house- — 
all  these  have  vanished,  or  are  rapidly  vanishing.  In  their  stead  has  come,  and 
come  to  stay,  an  aggressive,  energetic,  cultured,  sober,  law-respecting  civilization. 
Labor-saving  machines  sweep  majestically  through  fields  of  golden  wheat  or  sprout- 
ing corn;  blooded  stock  lazily  feed  in  meadows  of  blue-stem,  timothy,  or  clover;  com- 
fortable houses  dot  every  hill-top  and  valley;  forests,  orchards  and  hedge-rows 
diversify  the  loveliness  of  the  landscape;  and  where  isolation  and  wildness  brooded, 
the  majestic  lyric  of  prosperous  industry  is  echoing  over  eighty-one  thousand  square 
miles  of  the  loveliest  and  most  fertile  country  that  the  sun,  in  his  daily  journey, 
lights  and  warms.  The  voiceless  Sphynx  of  thirty  years  ago  has  become  the  whis- 
pering-gallery of  the  continent.  The  oppressed  Territory  of  1855.  the  beggared  State 
of  1874,  has  become  a  prince,  ruling  the  markets  of  the  world  with  opulent  harvests. 

THE  FACTS  OF  THE  CENSUS. 

I  am  not,  in  thus  exalting  the  growth  and  prosperity,  of  Kansas,  speaking  reck- 
lessly, as  I  shall  show  by  statistics  compiled  from  the  census  and  agricultural  reports 
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of  the  United  States  and  our  own  State.  Figures  are  always  dry,  I  know.  But 
when  they  tell  the  pleasant  story  of  the  march  of  civilization  into  and  over  a  new 
land,  surely  they  cannot  fail  to  interest  men  and  women  who  have  themselves 
marched  with  this  conquering  army  of  industry  and  peace. 

THE  GROWTH   OF  KANS.VS  WITHOUT  PARALLEL. 

The  growth  of  Kansas  has  had  no  parallel.  The  great  States  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  were  nearly  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  in  attaining  a  population  Kansas 
has  reached  in  thirty  years.  Kentucky  was  eighty  years,  Tennessee  seventy-five. 
Alabama  ninety,  Ohio  forty-five,  and  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey,  Georgia,  and  North 
and  South  Carolina  each  over  a  hundred  years,  in  reaching  the  present  population 
of  Kansas.  Even  the  marvelous  growth  of  the  great  States  of  the  West  has  been 
surpassed  by  that  of  Kansas.  Illinois  was  organized  as  a  Territory  in  1810,  and 
thirty  years  later  had  only  691,392  inhabitants,  or  not  much  more  than  one-half  the 
present  population  of  this  State.  Indiana  was  organized  in  1800,  and  sixty  years 
later  had  a  population  of  only  1,350,428.  Iowa  was  organized  as  a  Territory  in  183^. 
and  had,  at  that  date,  a  population  of  nearly  40,000.  In  1870  it  had  only  1,194.020 
inhabitants.  Missouri  was  organized  in  1812,  with  a  population  of  over  40,000,  and 
fifty  years  later  had  only  1,182,012.  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  after  fifty  years  of 
growth,  did  not  have  as  many  people  as  Kansas  has  to-day;  and  Texas,  admitted 
into  the  Union  in  1845,  with  a  population  of  150,000,  had,  thirty-five  years  later, 
only  815,579  inhabitants. 

In  1861,  Kansas  ranked  in  population  as  the  thirty-third  State  of  the  Union:  in 
1870  it  was  the  twenty-ninth;  in  1880  the  twentieth;  and  it  is  now  the  fifteenth. 
Daring  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  Kansas  has  outstripped  Oregon.  Rhode  Island. 
Delaware,  Florida,  Arkansas,  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut.  Maine,  Minne- 
sota, Maryland,  Mississippi,  California,  North  and  South  Carolina,  .\labama.  Wis- 
consin, and  New  Jersey  —  all  States  before  the  29th  of  January,  1861.  Of  the  Northern 
States  only  eight.  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Massachusetts, 
Michigan,  and  Iowa,  and  of  the  Southern  States  only  six,  Georgia,  Kentucky. 
Tennessee,  Missouri,  Virginia,  and  Texas,  mow  outrank  Kansas  in  population.  At 
the  close  of  the  present  decade  Kansas  will,  I  am  confident,  rank  as  the  eleventh 
State  of  the  American  Union,  and  will  round  out  the  Nineteenth  Century  as  the 
sixth  or  seventh. 

In  the  following  table  the  population  of  Kansas,  as  shown  by  the  first  census  of 
the  Territory,  taken  in  January,  1855,  and  the  official  enumerations  made  every  five 
years  thereafter,  is  shown.  The  figures  also  exhibit  the  proportion  of  white  and 
colored,  and  of  native  and  foreign-born  inhabitants;  the  increase  of  population 
every  five  years,  and  the  density  of  population  per  square  mile  of  territory  at  the 
close  of  each  period.  The  State  census  taken  in  1865,  however,  did  not  show  the 
proportion  of  native  and  foreign-born  citizens: 


1 

Year           I  ^^"^^ 

population, 

-    '  1 

Increase. 

I 

Den^ift/qf  ;  While 
popula'iOK,  •  population. 

\ 

Colored. 

yd  ire 
j:>opulaiif/n. 

1 

1 

18r.O  ;  107,206 

98,605 
32,973 
224,220 

ifi;!,yr)0 

467,747 
272,466 

Hi    i  106,390 
1.6  127,270 

4.4  346,377 

6.5  ,      493, OUo 
12.2    !  952,105 
15.4    ,  1,220,;3.>5 

816 
12,909 
18.022 
a5,344 
43.941 
48,207 

94,512 

12,694 

1H80  !  996,096 

1885*   1,268,562 

316. 'Xi7 
4*.'4 .  6S2 

?N>,010 

l,ia^,S-7 

4>;.:^i!2 

ll!\t<N' 

lo-.-.tST.) 

•Census  of  March,  1835. 


186 


STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


TOWNS  AND  CITIES. 

In  ISGO  there  were  only  ten  towns  and  cities  in  Kansas  having  a  population  in 
excess  of  500  each;  only  three  having  over  1,000  each;  and  only  one  having  5,000  in- 
habitants. In  1880,  ninety-nine  towns  each  had  a  population  in  excess  of  500;  fifty- 
five  towns  and  cities  had  each  over  1,000  inhabitants;  six  had  each  over  5,000;  and 
three  had  over  15,000  each.  In  1885,  each  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  towns  had 
over  500  population;  ninety-one  towns  and  cities  had  each  over  1,000;  twelve  had 
each  over  5,000;  six  had  each  over  10,000;  four  had  each  over  15,000;  and  two  had 
each  more  than  20,000. 

ORIGIN  AND  CHARACTER  OF  THE  POPULATION. 

The  origin  and  character  of  the  population  in  Kansas  is,  in  this  connection,  worthy 
of  special  note.  Every  State  in  the  Union,  and  every  Territory  except  Alaska,  con- 
tributed to  the  population  of  this  State.  The  United  States  census  of  1880  shows 
that  233,06G  persons  born  in  Kansas  were  then  living  in  the  State.  The  singular 
fact  that  native-born  Kansans  were  then  living  in  every  State  and  Territory,  is 
shown  by  the  same  authority.  Illinois  contributed  100,992  to  our  population;  Ohio. 
93,39G;  Indiana,  77,096;  Missouri,  60,228;  Pennsylvania,  59,2.36;  Iowa,  55,972;  New 
York,  43,779;  and  Kentucky,  32,979.  Three  other  States  —  Tennessee,  Virginia,  and 
Wisconsin  —  each  contributed  over  15,000;  and  all  others  less  than  that  number. 

The  same  authority  shows  that  the  so-called  "exodus"  from  the  South  has  been 
greatly  exaggerated,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  furnishing  only  4,067  of  our  colored 
population,  while  nearly  19,000  came  from  the  three  States  of  Kentucky,  Missouri, 
and  Tennessee. 

The  colored  people  constitute,  at  the  present  time,  less  than  four  per  cent,  of  our 
total  population,  and  the  inhabitants  of  foreign  birth  a  little  more  than  ten  per 
cent,  of  the  total. 

THE  MATERIAL  RESOI'RCES  OF  KANSAS. 

The  growth  of  our  State  in  population  has  not,  however,  equaled  the  development 
of  its  material  resources.  The  United  States  census  of  1880  shows  that  while  Kan- 
sas, at  that  date,  ranked  as  the  twentieth  State  in  population,  it  was  the  eighth  State 
in  the  number  and  value  of  its  live  stock,  the  seventeenth  in  farm  products,  the  four- 
teenth in  value  of  farm  products  per  capita,  the  twentieth  in  wealth,  the  thirteenth 
in  education,  the  seventeenth  in  the  amount  of  its  indebtedness  —  State  and  munici- 
pal—  and  the  twenty-fourth  in  manufactures.  Only  one  State  —  Nebraska  —  shows  a 
smaller  proportion  of  persons  unable  to  read  and  write.  And  in  twenty-eight  of  the 
forty-seven  States  and  Territories,  taxation,  per  capita,  was  greater  than  it  is  in 
Kansas. 

In  1880  Kansas  was  the  sixth  corn-producing  State  of  the  Union.  Only  Illinois, 
Iowa,  Missouri,  Indiana,  and  Ohio  then  produced  larger  crops  of  this  cereal.  But 
the  corn  product  of  Kansas,  that  year,  was  only  101,421,718  bushels,  while  for  the 
year  1885  it  was  194,130,814  bushels,  or  nearly  double  the  crop  of  1880. 

V    •  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS. 

In  the  following  table  the  aggregate  of  the  corn,  wheat,  oats,  potato,  and  hay  pro- 
ducts of  Kansas,  for  the  years  1860  and  1865,  and  for  each  year  thereafter,  is  given. 
The  figures,  prior  to  1875,  are  compiled  from  the  reports  of  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  Agriculture;  those  following,  from  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  our 
own  State  Board  of  Agriculture: 


QUARTER-CENTENXIAL  CELEBRATION. 


187 


Year. 


1S60. 
1SG.5. 
13G6. 
1S67. 
1S68. 
1S60. 
1870. 
1871. 
1872. 
1S73. 
1S74. 
1S75. 
1876. 
1877. 
1878. 
1579. 
18S0. 
1S81. 
1SS2. 
188.3. 
1SS4. 
1SS5. 


Cam, 
biuhels. 


6 

16 
17 
24 

46 
29 
15 
80 
82 
10-3 
8U 
108 
101 
80 
157 
1S2 
190 
194 


,150 
,729 
,527 
,  159 
,487 
,6S5 
,025 
,693 
,667 
,683 
,699 
,798 
,308 
,497 
,323 
,704 
,421 
,760 
,005 
,084 
,870 
,130 


,727 
,236 
,358 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,525 
,000 
,451 
,843 
,078 
,769 
,176 
,831 
,971 
,927 
,718 
,542 
,722 
,526 
,6S6 
.814 


Wheat, 
bushels. 


2X9 


194 
191 

260 
.250 
;537 
,343 
,391 
,694 
,/>62 
,994 
.881 
^209 
;'620 
,-316 
,315 
,  550 
,279 
,479 
,734 
,024 

,S59 


,173 
,519 
,465 
,000 
,000 
,000 
,197 
,000 
,941 
,044 
,383 
,403 
,225 
,705 
358 
^936 
,884 
,679 
,846 
,936 
,431 
,401 


Oats, 
bushels. 


88^ 
155 
200, 
236: 
247: 

i,5oo: 

4,097, 
4,056 
6,084, 
9,360 
7,847, 
9.794: 

i2;386: 

12,768 
17,411 

13,326, 
11,483 
9,900 
21,946, 
30,987: 
20,087, 
30,148, 


325 
290 
000 
000 
000 
000 
925 
000 
000 
000 
000 
051 
216 
488 
473 
637 
796 
76S 
284 
8t34 
294 
060 


Potatoes, 
biLshds. 


nan, 
tons. 


296,325 
276,720 
243,000 
314,000 
850,000 
1,500,000 

2,  :i42,9^S 
3,452,000 
3,797,000 
3,000,000 
1,116,000 
4,668,939 
5,611,895 

3,  -320,507 
4,525,419 
3,-521,526 
5,310,423 
2,0-55,202 
5,081,865 
6,812,420 
7,861,404 
7,398,46.5 


118, .348 
123,0.S2 
162,000 
IIS.O'X) 
2-50,000 
490, 289 
6^7, 0(X' 
72.S,OUO 
977,000 
530,000 
1,156,412 
809,149 
1,22*, 020 
1,507. 98 > 
1, -551. 321 
1,-5:34,221 
2,122,263 
2,293,186 
6,002,041 
7,105,1.52 
7,68-5,340 


In  presenting  these  figures  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  while,  as  already  stated,  the 
tJ.  S.  census  reports  for  1880  show  that  Kansas  ranked  as  the  twentieth  State  in  pop- 
ulation and  the  sixth  in  its  corn  product,  it  was  also  the  eleventh  wheat-producing 
State  of  the  Union,  the  eleventh  in  its  oats  product,  sixteenth  in  barley,  tenth  in  rye, 
eighth  in  hay,  and  seventeenth  in  potatoes.  Thus  the  rank  of  Kansas,  in  agricul- 
tural products,  was  far  ahead  of  her  rank  in  population. 

THE  AREA  OF  KANSAS. 

The  total  area  of  Kansas  is  52,288,000  acres.  In  1865  only  243,712  acres  of  this 
vast  territory  were  under  cultivation;  in  1870  the  area  aggregated  1,360,000  acres;  in 
1875,4,749,900  acres;  in  1880,  8,868,884  acres;  and  in  1885,  14,252,815  acres.  In  the 
following  table  I  have  compiled  figures  showing  the  area  under  cultivation,  and  the 
value  of  the  crops  produced  in  Kansas  each  year,  from  1865  to  1885,  inclusive: 


Year. 


186.5. 
1866. 
1867. 
1868. 
1869. 
1870. 
1871. 
1872. 
1873. 


Acres  in 
crops. 


243,712 
273,903 
397,622 
562 , 120 
8-55,801 
1,360,000 
1,322,73-1 
1,735,-595 
2,530,769 

1874  i  3,179,616 


Value  of 
crops. 


Year. 


Acres  in 
crops. 


1875. 


4,749,900 


55,347,875 
6, 023,, 849 
8,129,590 
10,467,163 
15,807,5.50 
18,870,260 
17,-3-35,120' 
15,498,770 
28,311,200 
.30,842,630; 
43,970.494 


1876  1  5,035,697 

1877  1  5,-595,304 

1878  1  6,-538,727 

1879  '  7,769,926 

1880  i  8,868,884 

1881  '  9,802,719 

1882  1  11,043,379 

1883   Il,364,0i0 

1884  1  13,011,333 

1885   14,2,52,815 


crops 


fl5 

45 
49 
60 
63 
91 
108 
106 
10-1 


581,926 
.597.051 
914,4:^1 
129,7^0 
111,G;}4 
910.4-39 
177.520 
707.529 
297;010 
3y2.81S 


VALUE  OF  FARM  CROPS. 
The  value  of  the  farm  crops  of  Kansas,  .for  the  five  years  ending  with  1870.  ag- 
gregated i?59,298,414;  for  the  nctt  sticceetiiwg  five  years  their  value  was  §;135.9,'>;.214 ; 
for  the  next  five  years,  ^264,334,824;  and  for  the  five  years  ending  with  18S5  the  farm 
crops  of  Kansas  aggregated  in  value  .S503,4S5,316.  Thus  during  the  past  twenty 
years  the  farmers  of  Kansas  have  produced  crops  whose  aggregate  value  reached  the 
enormous  sum  of  ^963,076.768. 

FARMS  .VNI>  FAH.M  PKODUCT.S. 

The  increase  in  the  value  of  farms,  of  farm  implements,  and  of  farm  products.  ( in- 
cluding farm  crops,  products  of  live  stock,  and  market  garden,  apiarian  and  horti- 
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cultural  i^roducts,)  is  shown  in  the  following  table.  It  will  be  seen  that  these  value: 
have  generally  doubled  every  five  years: 


Year. 

Val^eoffar....  ^gj^^ 

1 

Va!ue  of 

farm 
produces. 

1860  

512,258,239  §727,604 
24,796,535    1  1,200,720 
90,327,040    1  4,053,312 
123,852,466    j  7,935,645 
235,178,936    j  15,652.848 
408,073,454    |  9,604,117 

! 

?4.87=?,3'^> 
]0;'>53,2:>5 
27,6.';0.6.5l 
43,970,414 
S4.521,4>o 
143,577.018 

1865  

1870  

1875  

1880  

1885  

The  value  of  the  farm  products  of  Kansas,  from  1876  to  1880,  inclusive,  aggregated 
$356,557,802,  while  their  value  from  1881  to  1885,  inclusive,  aggregated  the  enormoas 
sum  of  $738,676,912. 

TAXABLE  ACRES. 

The  steady  development  of  the  State  is  further  illustrated  by  the  figures  showing 
the  increase  of  taxable  acres.  In  1860  only  1,778,400  acres  were  subject  to  taxation; 
in  1865  this  area  had  been  enlarged  to  3,500,000  acres;  in  1870  to  8,480,839  acres;  in 
1875  to  17,672,187  acres,  in  1880  to  22,386,435  acres;  and  in  1885  to  27,710,981  acres. 

LIVE  STOCK. 

In  the  number  and  value  of  its  live  stock,  Kansas  ranked,  in  1880,  as  the  eighth 
State  of  the  Union.  In  1860  the  live  stock  of  Kansas  aggregated  in  value  only  a 
little  over  three  million  dollars;  in  1865  it  aggregated  over  seven  millions;  in  1870. 
over  twenty-three  millions;  in  1875,  nearly  twenty-nine  millions ;  in  1880,  over  sixty- 
one  millions;  and  in  1885,  nearly  one  hundred  and  eighteen  million  dollars.  The 
following  table  gives  the  number  of  horses,  mules,  cows,  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine, 
and  their  aggregate  value,  for  the  years  1861  and  1865,  and  every  year  thereafter  to 
and  including  1885: 


Year. 


Horses.  \ 


Mules. 


1861   

20,344 

1865  

32,469 

1866  

38,968 

1867, 

39 , 968 

1868 

42,859 

1869 

50,573 

1870   

117, 7SG 

1871 

156,000 

1872 

180,900 

1873  

198,900 

220,700 

1875  

207,376 

1876  

214,811 

1877  

241,208 

1878 

274,450 

1879 

324,7t>G 

1880 

367,589 

1831  

3,83,805 

1882  

:»S,678 

1S83  

423,426 

1884  

461,136 

18S5  

513,507 

1,496 
2,490 
2,863 
2,936 
2,405 
2,597 
11,786 
14,900 
16,:S00 
17,400 
19,100 
24,964 
26,421 
32,628 
40,564 
51,981 
58,303 
58,780 
56,654 
59,262 
64,889 
75,165 


Coics. 


28,550 
71,996 
82,075 
85,120 
89,461 
109,142 
123,440 
162,000 
191,100 
214,000 
231,000 
225,028 
227,274 
261,642 
286,241 
322,020 
366,640 
406,706 
433,381 
471,548 
530,904 
575,887 


Cattle. 


74,905 
130,307 
139,428 
140,560 
146,399 
165,430 
250,527 
345,000 
397,400 
457,000 
507,200 
478,295 

473,  aso 

.519,346 
586,002 
B54,4-13 
748,672 
839,751 
971,116 
1,133,1.54 
1,328,021 
1,397,131 


Sheep. 


Swine. 


17,569 
82,662 
108,287 
106,287 
101,789 
107,896 
109,088 
115,000 
116,100 
123,000 
141,000 
106,224 
143,902 
205,770 
243,760 
311,862 
426,492 
806,323 
978,077 
1,154,196 
1,206,297 
875.193 


138,224 
95,429 
127,875 
132,750 
140,662 
137,848 
206,587 
304,800 
381,000 
457,200 
484,600 
292, 6.?  3 
330,;>5-5 
704,862 
1,195,044 
1 ,264.494 
1 ,281,630 
1,173,199 
1,228,6>3 
1,393,968 
1,953,144 
2,461,520 


Value  of 
live  stock. 


?:3.3;52,4.5-0 
7,324.6-59 
9,\-27,d>'j6 
lO.n^l.55*) 
9.962.311 
12,  ^''2. 8:^0 
23,173.18.3 
31,823.484 
28,4?8,7':4 
30,013.898 
3l,l-:-.0->8 
2S.61M.2.5T 
32.4>:i.2^3 
:>3.'M"v'>i7 
3<>,9i3.554 
54,:7-.497 
61,^-3-.9?6 
69.814,34';' 
83.-m9.I&^ 
104.-^oy.8NS 

117:881,699 


THE  WEALTH  OF  AN  AGRICULTURAL  STATE. 

Kansas  is  an  agricultural  State.  It  has  no  gold  or  silver,  no  iron,  and  just  coal 
enough  to  furnish  fuel.  It  is  the  farmers'  and  stockmen's  State.  Its  development 
simply  shows  what  good  old  Mother  Earth,  when  in  her  happiest  vein,  can  do.  Ag- 
riculture," says  Colton,  "  is  the  most  certain  source  of  strength,  wealth,  and  inde- 
pendence; commerce,  in  all  emergencies,  looks  to  agriculture  both  for  defense  and 
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for  supply.-'  The  growth  and  prosperity  of  Kansas  afford  a  striking  illustration  of 
what  intelligent  farmers,  with  a  productive  soil  and  a  genial  climate  for  their  work- 
shop, can  accomplish  —  what  wealth  they  can  create,  what  enterprise  they  can  stim- 
ulate. 

It  is  difficult,  however,  to  comprehend  what  the  figures  I  have  given,  showing  the 
amounts  and  values  of  Kansas  products,  really  represent.  When  we  read  that  Kansas 
produced,  last  year,  194,130.000  bushels  of  corn,  the  nine  figures  set  down  do  not 
convey  any  adequate  idea  of  the  bulk  and  weight  of  this  crop.  But  when  it  is  stated 
that  the  corn  crop  of  Kansas  for  1885  would  fill  485,000  freight  cars,  and  load  a  train 
2,847  miles  long — reaching  from  Ogden,  Utah,  to  Boston  —  we  begin  to  comprehend 
what  the  figures  stand  for. 

The  wheat  crop  of  the  State,  last  year,  was  called  a  failure.  It  was,  for  Kansas. 
And  yet  it  would  fill  31,939  grain  cars,  and  load  a  train  189  miles  in  length.  The 
oats  crop  of  the  State,  for  the  same  year,  would  fill  44,335  cars,  and  load  a  train  2*^0 
miles  long;  while  the  hay  crop  would  load  768,534  cars,  making  a  train  4,510  miles 
long. 

These  four  crops  of  Kansas,  for  1885,  would  fill  1,329,808  grain  cars,  and  load  a 
train  7,804  miles  in  length.  In  other  words,  the  corn,  wheat,  oats,  and  hay  produced 
in  Kansas  last  year  would  load  a  train  reaching  from  Boston  to  San  Francisco  by 
the  Union  Pacific  route,  and  back  again  from  San  Francisco  to  Boston  by  the 
Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  route. 

COMPARATIVE  VALUES. 

In  speaking  of  the  value  of  the  farm  crops  and  farm  products  of  Kansas,  I  can 
present  a  clearer  idea  of  the  wealth  our  farmers  have  digged  out  of  the  earth  by 
some  comparisons.  In  1881  the  products  of  all  the  gold  and  silver  mines  in  the 
United  States  aggregated  only  !^77,700,000;  for  1882  they  aggregated  .$79,300,000; 
for  1883  $76,200,000;  and  for  1884,  $79,600,000  — making  a  total,  for  those  four  years, 
of  $312,800,000.  The  value  of  the  field  crops  of  Kansas,  for  the  same  years,  aggre- 
gated $411,092,498;  and  the  farm  products  of  the  State  for  the  same  period  aggre- 
gated in  value  $595,099,894  —  or  very  nearly  double  the  aggregate  of  all  the  gold  and 
silver  products  of  all  the  mines  of  the  country. 

The  gold  and  silver  products  of  the  world  average  about  $208,000,000  per  annum. 
The  farm  products  of  Kansas  for  1885  aggregated  $143,577,018.  or  nearly  three- 
fourths  the  value  of  the  gold  and  silver  product  of  the  world. 

For  the  past  four  years  the  farm  products  of  Kansas  have  aggregated  in  value 
each  year  more  than  double  the  annual  yield  of  all  the  gold  and  silver  mines  of  the 
United  States. 

The  gold  and  silver  products  of  Colorado,  for  1883,  aggregated  only  $20,250,000; 
those  of  California,  $16,600,000;  of  Nevada,  $9,100,000;  of  Montana.  $9,170,000;  of 
Utah,  $6,920,000;  of  Arizona,  $5,430,000;  and  of  New  Mexico,  $3,300,000.  The  corn 
crop  of  Kansas  for  the  same  year  was  alone  worth  more  money  than  the  combined  gold 
and  silver  products  of  Colorado,  California  and  Nevada;  the  oat  crop  of  Kansas  was 
worth  $705,000  more  than  the  gold  and  silver  product  of  Arizona;  and  the  Irish 
potato  crop  of  Kansas.was  worth  more  than  the  gold  and  silver  product  of  New 
Mexico. 

PROPERTY  VATXATIOXS. 

The  property  valuations  of  Kansas  have  increased  in  steady  proportion  with  the 
growth  of  the  State  in  population  and  productions.  In  1860  the  true  valuation  of 
all  tlie  property  of  the  State  was  estimated  at  $31,327,891;  in  1H65  it  was  estimated 
at  $72,252,180;  in  1870  it  had  increased  to  $188,892,014;  in  187o  to  $242,555,862:  in 
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1880  to  $321,783,387;  and  for  1885  the  true  valuation,  at  a  very  moderate  estimate, 
was  $550,000,000. 

The  following  table  presents  the  assessed  valuation  of  all  the  property  of  the 
State  for  the  years  mentioned,  and  also  the  assessed  valuation  of  all  the  real,  per- 
sonal, and  railroad  property.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  in  the  total  assessed 
values  from  18G5  to  1875  was  $85,434,344,  while  from  1875  to  1885  it  was  .$127,30<J.9-2S: 


Year. 

Total. 

Real  estate. 

Personal. 

1860  

822,518,232 
36,126,090 
92,100,820 
121,476,352 
160,891,689 
248,845,276 

§16,088,602 
28,133,276 
65,499,365 
89,775,784 
108,432,049 
161,791,641 

$6,4-29.630 
*  7, 992, s  14 
*  26. 60 1,4-^5 
19, 4-22, 637 
3l.yn.83S 
55,D.>5.S18 

1865  

1870  ^  

1875  

SI  2, 277. Vol 
2u,.^7.>:r2 
SOjOoT.SlT 

1880  

1885..  

*In  1865  and  1870,  the  railroad  property  was  assessed  as  personal,  and  is  included  under  that  head. 


KANSAS  MANtn^ACTITlIlS. 

Kansas  is  not  a  manufacturing  State.  Its  prosperity  is  based  upon  the  plow. 
It  has,  however,  coal  deposits  equal  to  the  needs  of  its  population,  valuable  lead 
mines  in  the  southeast,  and  salt  and  gypsum  in  abundance.  But  the  manufacturing 
establishments  of  the  State  are  steadily  increasing  in  importance  as  well  as  in  number. 
In  its  flouring  and  grist  mills  Kansas  ranked,  in  1880,  as  the  thirteenth  State  of  the 
Union;  in  meat  packing,  as  the  twelfth;  and  in  cheese  products,  as  the  fourteenth. 

In  the  following  table  the  number  of  manufacturing  establishments,  including 
mines  and  railroad  shops,  their  capital,  products,  etc.,  is  given  for  the  years  named: 


Year. 

Establish- 
ments. 

Capital. 

Employes. 

Wages. 

Vahi-;  f.f 
produa.!. 

1860  

344 
1,470 
2,803 
3,900 

«1, 08  4, 9:3-5 
4,319,060 
11,191,315 
19,000,000 

1,7^5 
6,844 
10,062 
16,000 

$8>J),346 
2.:?77,511 

3,i>:'o.oio 
6, m 

S4,:^".4A8 
11,77.?.>:>3 
30;^4:^.777 
48,i»j..») 

1870  

1880  

*  Partly  estimated. 

TRAN.-^PORTATIOX  FACILITIES. 


The  transportation  facilities  of  Kansas  are  unsurpassed.  Only  seven  States  of  the 
Union  —  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana.  Iowa,  and  Missouri  —  have 
within  their  borders  more  miles  of  completed  railway  than  has  Kansas.  For  fully 
two  hundred  miles  west  of  our  eastern  border,  every  county  except  one  is  traversed 
by  from  one  to  six  lines  of  railway.  There  are  eighty-six  organized  and  eleven 
unorganized  counties  in  the  State,  and  of  these  all  except  fourteen  organized  and 
seven  unorganized  counties  have  railways  within  their  limits.  In  1S64,  Kansas  had 
not  a  mile  of  completed  railroad.  In  1870  we  had  1,283  miles:  in  1875  over  1.^^7 
miles;  in  1880  an  aggregate  of  3,104  miles,  and  there  are  now  4,750  miles  of  com- 
pleted railway  in  Kansas. 

THE  SCHOOLS  OF  KANSAS. 

Education  has  gone  hand  in  hand  with  the  material  growth  of  Kansas.  It  has 
been  the  boast  of  our  people,  for  twenty  years  past,  that  the  best  building  in  every 
city,  town  or  hamlet  in  the  State  was  the  school  house.  The  census  of  iSSO  revealed 
the  fact  that  only  25,503  inhabitants  of  Kansas,  over  ten  years  age.  were  unable  to 
read.    The  growth  of  our  school  system  is  shown  by  the  following  ngures: 
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Year. 



Scholars 
enrolled 

School 
houses. 

School 
districts. 

Teachers.  1 

1 
1 

Amount 
paid  to 
teachers. 

Value  of 
school 
houses. 

iRfin      

5,915 
26,341 

154 

189   1  . 

isr>i  

640 

721 

899  1 

S36,898 

S122.S22 

63,218 

1,.5^H 

1,9.50 

2,210  ! 

318,596  ' 

l,oJ0,041 

U1,60G 

3,715 

4,560 

5,383  j 

689,906 

3,742,507 

231,434 

5,315 

6,134 

7,780  ! 

1,088,504 

4,040,212 

335.538 

6,673 

7,142 

8,219 

1,989,169 

6, 7  W,  176 

In  1861  the  amount  expended  for  the  support  of  common  schools  was  only  $1,700. 
while  the  expenditures  for  the  same  purpose,  during  the  year  1885,  aggregated 
$2,977,763.  For  the  five  years  ending  with  1865,  the  expenditures  for  public  schools 
aggregated  §262,657.21 ;  for  the  next  succeeding  five  years  they  aggregated  S2,259,- 
497.89;  for  the  next  five,  ^;7,552, 191.43;  for  the  next  five,  §7,509,375.23;  and  for  the 
five  years  ending  with  1885  the  expenditures  for  public  schools  aggregated  $12,630,- 
480.61.  Thus  Kansas  has  expended  for  the  support  of  her  common  schools,  during 
the  past  quarter  of  a  century,  the  enormous  sum  of  §30,214,202.40. 

The  table  following  shows  the  expenditures  each  year,  from  1861  to  1885,  inclu- 
sive, and  illustrates  not  only  the  growth  of  Kansas,  but  the  general  and  generous  in- 
terest of  its  citizens  in  public  education: 


Year. 


Expenditures. 


Year. 


Expenditures. 


1861  '  SI, 700  00 

1862   11,894  45 

1863... \   26,367  03 

1864  :  84,221  -30 

1865   137,974  43 

1SG6   225,426  27 

1867  :  364,402  50 

1868   431,316  -54 

1869   565,311  17 

1870   673,041  41 

1871   1,074,946  09 

1872   1,701,950  44 

1873   1,657,318  27 

1874  i  1,6;?S,977  99 


1875. 
1876. 
1877. 
1878. 
1879. 
ISSO. 
1881. 
1882., 
1883. 
1884. 
1885. 


Sl,478,99S 
1,16.5,638 
1,394,1.-;  ■! 
1,54!,417 
1,589,794 
1,81^,:^,36 
1.996,3:3.5 
2,194,174 
2,579,243 
2,882,963 
2,977,763 


Total. 


&30,214,202  40 


CHURCHE.S  AND  NEWSPAPERS. 

Churches  have  multiplied  and  newspapers  increased  as  have  the  schools.  In  1860 
there  were  only  97  church  buildings  in  Kansas,  and  they  had  cost  only  $143,950.  In 
1870  the  number  of  churches  had  increased  to  301,  valued  at  $1,722,700;  and  in  1880 
they  numbered  2,514.  costing  an  aggregate  of  $2,491,560. 

There  were  only  27  newpapers  published  in  Kansas  in  1860,  and  of  these  only 
three  were  dailies.  In  1870  the  number  had  increased  to  97,  of  which  12  were  dailies. 
In  1880  there  were  347  newspapers,  including  20  dailies.  During  the  year  just  closed 
581  journals,  of  which  32  were  dailies,  were  published  in  Kansas.  The  aggregate  cir- 
culatiori  of  our  newspapers,  in  1860,  was  21,920,  while  for  1885  their  circulation  ag- 
gregated 395,400,  Every  organized  county  has  one  or  more  newspapers,  and,  as  a 
rule,  our  journals  are  creditable  to  their  publishers  and  to  the  State. 

WHAT  OF  THE  FUTURE? 

And  now,  having  sketched  the  growth  of  Kansas  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, it  is  proper  to  ask.  what  of  the  future?  I  answer  with  confidence  that  Kansas 
i-"*  yet  in  the  dawn  of  her  development,  and  that  the  growtli,  prosperity  and  triumphs 
of  the  next  decade  will  surpass  any  we  have  yet  known.  Less  than  one-fifth  of  the 
area  (jf  the  State  has  been  broken  by  the  plow  —  ten  million  of  fifty-two  milli(jn  acres. 
Multiply  the  present  development  by  five,  and  you  can  perhaps  form  some  idea  of 
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the  Kansas  of  the  year  1900.  The  light  of  the  morning  is  still  shining  upon  our  prairie 
slopes.  The  year  just  closed  witnessed  the  first  actual,  permanent  settlements  in  the 
counties  along  our  western  frontier- — not  settlement  by  wandering  stockmen  or  oc- 
casional frontiersmen,  but  by  practical,  home-building  farmers  and  business  men. 
The  line  of  organized  counties  now  extends  four  hundred  miles,  from  the  Missouri 
river  to  the  Colorado  line.  The  scientists.  I  know,  are  still  discussing  climatic  changes, 
and  questioning  whether  the  western  third  of  Kansas  is  fit  for  general  farming.  But 
the  homesteader  in  Cheyenne  or  Hamilton  counties  entertains  no  doubt  about  this 
question.  He  has  no  weather-gauge  or  barometer,  but  he  sees  the  buffalo  grass  van- 
ishing and  the  blue-joint  sending  its  long  roots  deep  into  the  soil;  he  sees  the  trees 
growing  on  the  high  divides;  he  watches  the  corn  he  has  planted  springing  up,  and 
waving  its  green  guidons  of  prosperity  in  the  wind;  he  sees  the  clouds  gathering 
and  drifting,  and  he  hears  the  rain  pattering  on  his  roof  —  and  he  knows  all  he  cares 
to  know  about  climatic  changes.    He  is  going  to  stay. 

A  PROPHECY  FULFILLED. 

On  the  7th  of  May.  1856,  a  great  American,  learned,  sagacious,  and  confident  in 
his  faith  that  right  and  justice  would  at  last  prevail,  said,  in  a  speech  delivered  in 
the  city  of  New  York: 

"  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1900,  there  will  be  two  million  people  in  Kansas,  with 
cities  like  Providence  and  AVorcester  —  y^erhaps  like  Chicago  and  Cincinnati.  She 
will  have  more  miles  or  railroad  than  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  both  the  Carolina? 
can  now  boast.  Her  land  will  be  worth  twenty  dollars  an  acre,  and  her  total  wealth 
will  be  five  hundred  millions  of  money.  Six  hundred  thousand  children  will  learn 
in  her  schools.  ^Yhat  schools,  newspapers,  libraries,  meeting-houses'.  Yes,  what 
families  of  educated,  happy  and  religious  men  and  women!  There  will  be  a  song  of 
Freedom  all  around  the  Slave  States,  and  in  them  Slavery  itself  will  die." 

Kead  in  the  light  of  the  present,  these  eloquent  words  of  Theodore  Parker  seem 
touched  with  prophetic  fire.  The  ideal  Kansas  he  saw,  looking  through  the  mists  of 
the  future,  is  the  real  Kansas  of  to-day.  The  marvelous  growth,  the  splendid  pros- 
perity, the  potent  intellectual  and  moral  energies,  and  the  happy  and  contented  life 
he  predicted,  are  all  around  us.  At  the  threshold  of  the  year  A.  D.  18S6,  fifteen 
years  before  the  limit  of  his  prophecy,  Kansas  has  cities  like  Providence  and  Wor- 
cester; has  more  than  double  the  railway  mileage  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  both  the 
Carolinas  could  then  boast;  has  land  worth,  not  twenty, but  fifty  and  a  hundred  dol- 
lars an  acre;  has  wealth  far  exceeding  five  hundred  million  dollars;  has  schools, 
newspapers,  libraries  and  churches  rivaling  those  of  New  England;  and  has  1,300,- 
000  happy,' prosperous  and  intelligent  people. 

The  prophecy  has  been  fulfilled,  but  the  end  is  not  yet.  The  foundations  of  the 
State,  like  those  of  its  Capitol,  have  just  been  completed.  The  stately  building, 
crowned  with  its  splendid  dome,  is  yet  to  be  reared.  Smiling  and  opulent  fields, 
busy  and  prosperous  cities  and  towns,  are  still  attracting  the  intelligent,  the  enter- 
prising and  the  ambitious  of  every  State  and  country.  The  limits  that  bound  the 
progress  and  development  of  Kansas  cannot  now  be  gauged  or  guessed.  We  have  land, 
homes,  work,  and  plenty  for  millions  more;  and  for  another  quarter  of  a  century,  at 
least,  our  State  will  continue  to  grow.  For  we  are  yet  at  the  threshold  and  in  the 
dawn  of  it  all.  We  are  just  beginning  to  realize  what  a  great  people  can  accom- 
plish, whom  "'love  of  country  moveth.  example  teacheth,  company  comforteth,  emu- 
lation quickeneth,  and  glory  exalteth." 


QUAPvTER-CEXTEXNIAL  CELEBRATION. 


193 


ADDRESS  OF  HON.  BENJAMIN  F.  SIMPSON. 

Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Simpson,  a  member  of  the  Wyandotte  Constitutional 
Convention,  and  the  first  Attorney  General  of  Kansas,  was  then  introduce<l, 
and  delivered  the  following  address: 

THE  WYANDOTTE  COXVENTIOX. 

TVe  are  here  at  this  silver  -wedding,  not  as  historians,  but  as  annalists.  We  paiiu 
pictures  from  recollection,  rather  than  solve  problems.  The  great  problem  to  which 
many  of  those  present  gave  their  earliest  and  best  efforts,  has  been  solved  ever  since 
the  29th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  18G1  —  ever  since  Kansas  was  admitted  into  the  sister- 
hood of  States  with  a  constitution  forbidding  slavery  and  involuntary  servitude. 
The  solution  of  that  problem  for  Kansas  was  the  ''beginning  of  the  end"  of  slavery 
throughout  the  Union.  Let  no  man  undertake  to  write  the  history  of  that  great 
preliminary  struggle  for  freedom  unless  he  lived  within  the  circle  of  the  endeavor, 
or  so  near  its  circumference  that  he  felt  its  momentum  and  caught  its  spirit.  A 
stranger  to  it  may  wander  along  the  banks  and  note  the  drift-wood  that  clings  to 
the  shore  or  is  tossed  about  on  its  eddies;  these  but  represent  the  bickerings  of  the 
leaders,  or  the  timid  souls  who  shrank  in  fright  from  the  fury  of  the  contest.  To 
appreciate  the  depth  of  the  tide  of  sublime  sentiment  that  made  Kansas  free,  he  who 
records  it  must  have  waded  to  the  center  of  the  stream,  felt  the  force  of  the  current 
and  the  vigor  of  the  undertow.  Alphabetical  tinkering,  word-tinting  and  phraseo- 
logical architecture,  are  but  poor  tributes  to  the  earnest  minds  and  willing  hands 
that  built  on  everlasting  rocks  a  great  State. 
^t/'I  remember  the  earlier  part  of  the  night  of  the  29th  day  of  January.  ISGl.  very 
/distinctly.  I  was  at  the  Eldridge  House,  in  Lawrence,  a  member  of  the  last  Terri- 
'  torial  Legislature,  that  was  then  holding  its  session  in  that  dearly  beloved  Free-State 
city.  There  were  from  three  to  four  inches  of  snow  on  the  ground,  (  an  unusual  sight 
in  Kansas  in  those  days,)  and  the  night  w^as  windy  and  cold.  It  must  have  been 
as  late  as  9  o'clock  when  D.  R.  Anthony,  the  same  Anthony  who  is  now  President  of 
our  Historical  Society,  came  into  the  hotel  with  sturdy  stride  and  flashing  eyes  and 
told  us  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had  that  day  signed  and  approved 
the  bill  admitting  Kansas  into  the  Union.  He  brought  with  him  and  scattered 
around  extras  issued  by  a  newspaper  published  at  Leavenworth,  calieel  the  Co^iserva- 
tive,  announcing  the  joyful  tidings  in  flaring  headlines.  The  leading  spirits  i:i  this 
newspaper  were  D.  R.  Anthony  and  D.  W.  Wilder.  Just  think  of  it.  Web.  Wilder  and 
Dan.  Anthony  editing  a  conservative  newspaper!  It  was  the  most  impudent  example 
of  sarcastic  misnomenclature  that  ever  was  perpetrated.  You  might  as  well  try  t.> 
think  of  old  John  Brown  of  Osawatomie  (God  bless  his  memory!)  as  a  Pro-Slavery 
Border  Ruffian,  as  these  two  knights  militant  of  the  Free-State  party  as  conservatives. 
There  was  a  "'sound  of  revelry"  that  night  in  Lawrence,  for  the  news  ran  through 
the  town  like  wild-fire.  Houses  were  lighted,  doors  were  thrown  open,  (and  some 
were  broken  open,)  the  people  gathered  in  public  places.  Old  Sacramento  was  taken 
from  his  resting-place  and  emphasized  with  hoarse  throat  the  good  tidings:  toasts 
were  drank;  songs  were  sung:  speeches  were  made,  and — well,  thei  truth  is  that  my 
recollection  is  not  good  after  midnight.  You  must  recollect  that  the  main  question 
then  was  admission,  not  prohibition.    /  ^ 

The  next  day,  however,  a  very  cutibus  question  arose  with  the  members  of  th^r 
Territorial  Legislature  as  to  whether  the  admission  of  the  Statf>  had  not  taken  the 
life  of  tliat  body,  and  hence  had  des^troyed  its  power  to  pass  laws.  The  session.  ho'>v- 
ever,  continued  for  some  days,  and  many  acts  of  a  general  nature  were  passcJ.  aad 
the  validity  of  some  of  these  laws  was  subsequently  affirmed  by  a  decision  of  the 
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Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Kansas;  and  as  I  see  before  me  representatives  of 
every  branch  of  the  State  Government,  I  want  to  remind  them  of  the  logic  of  that 
decision,  and  it  is  this:  that  however  often  a  mourning  State  may  be  bereft  of  its 
Executive  and  Judicial  branches,  the  Legislative  branch  is  immortal.  It  is  well, 
perhaps,  to  add  here,  in  justice  to  the  absent  members  of  the  Wyandotte  Constitu- 
tional Convention,  that  the  present  spasmodic  session  of  the  Legislature  is  not  the 
fault  of  the  members  of  that  body,  but  is  attributable  to  some  of  those  carefully 
prepared  and  studiously  worded  amendments,  that  destroy  the  harmony  and  defeat 
the  wisdom  of  original  provisions.  Another  incident  of  that  last  Legislature  must 
not  be  forgotten.  Some  of  its  members  conceived  the  idea,  that  by  the  admission  of 
the  State  while  the  Territorial  Legislature  was  in  session,  that  body  became  the  iirst 
State  Legislature,  and  had  the  right  to  elect  United  States  Senators;  and  a  resolu- 
tion passed  both  houses  to  go  into  joint  convention  on  the  first  day  of  February 
for  that  purpose.  There  was  no  election,  however,  because  the  friends  of  the  various 
candidates  became  somewhat  suspicious  that  the  movement  was  intended  as  a  slaugh- 
ter-pen for  fond  hopes  and  bright  ambitions,  and  when  the  time  came  there  were  no 
victims. 

"When  we  come  to  review  the  history  and  proceedings  of  the  Wyandotte  Con- 
stitutional Convention  after  it  has  been  the  subject  of  legal  interpretation  and 
supplementary  legislation  for  twenty-live  years,  two  important  considerations  first 
claim  notice  and  comment,  and  these  are  the  circumstances  of  its  origin,  and  the 
class  of  men  that  composed  it.  How  can  I  describe  the  five  years  of  organized 
usurpation  in  the  interests  of  slavery  that  hung  over  the  Territory  like  a  funeral 
pall?  Organized  bands  from  neighboring  slave  States  raided  through  the  Territory: 
they  shot  down  unarmed  men  in  cold  blood;  they  burned  and  sacked  towns :  they 
burned  the  cabins  of  the  first  settlers:  they  committed  the  most  outrageous  aL-.d  un- 
blushing frauds  on  the  ballot-box;  they  intimidated  voters  and  drove  them  from  the 
polls;  they  hunted  Free-State  leaders  like  bloodhounds;  they  imprisoned  men  for 
opinion's  sake;  they  filled  both  branches  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  with  rumans, 
who  were  residents  of  Missouri;  and  in  all  this  were  protected  and  encouraged  by  a 
National  Administration  as  devoted  to  the  propagation  of  slavery  as  were  the  vile 
instruments  they  employed  to  drive  the  Free-State  settlers  from  the  Territory. 
During  these  cruel  years  several  attempts  were  made  by  the  Free-State  men  to  re- 
lieve their  condition,  and  relief  could  only  come  by  admission  as  a  State,  or  a  change 
of  National  Administration.  The  Topeka  and  the  Leavenworth  Constitutional 
Conventions  were  attempts  in  that  direction,  but  the  time  for  deliverance  was  not 
ripe;  yet  through  all  these  cruel  years,  angels  of  hope  sat  upon  the  hearthstone  of 
the  Kansas  cabins,  singing: 

"For  Freedom's  battle  once  begun, 
Bequeathed  by  bleeding  sire  to  son, 
Though  battled  oft,  is  ever  won." 

/  Time  aided  the  persistence  and  patience  of  the  Free-State  settlers;  immigration 
was  coming  in  from  the  North:  tlie  Legislature  and  local  offices  were  now  con: roll 
by  the  buna  fide  residents,  and  the  friends  of  Kansas  were  about  to  control  the  lower 
house  of  Congress,  and  were  gaining  in  the  Senate.  Encouraged  by  these  g«x>d 
indications,  the  Legislature  of  1850,  on  the  11th  day  of  February,  passed  an  act 
authorizing  a  vote  of  the  people  to  be  taken  on  the  question  of  the  forma- 
tion of  a  Constitution  and  State  Government.  The  vote  was  taken  on  the  2rth 
day  of  March,  and  resulted  four  to  one  in  its  favor.  An  election  for  delegates 
was  then  ordered  on  the  4th  day  of  June.  At  that  election  there  were  more  ih^zi 
14,000  votes  cast.  The  convention  met  on  the  r)th  clay  of  July.  It  was  briveir 
right  that  it  should  meet  at  Wyandotte,  within  sight  and  hearing  of  slave  soiL 
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The  personal  composition  of  this  body  of  men  was  peculiar,  and  it  may  be  that 
it  was  this  peculiarity  that  made  their  work  a  success.  For  causes  that  are  un- 
necessary and  unprotitable  to  here  discuss,  not  a  single  one  of  the  numerous  and 
worthy  men  who  were  by  common  consent  regarded  as  leaders  in  the  Free-State  move- 
ment, had  a  seat  in  the  Convention.  It  was  composed  of  that  great  middle  class, 
who  are  the  strength  and  wisdom  of  a  political  organization.  It  was  a  class  of  men 
who  acted  from  conviction  with  a  sense  of  their  responsibilities,  and  not  from  any 
hope  of  their  personal  advancement.  These  members  had  more  or  less  local  promi- 
nence, or  they  would  not  have  beeen  selected  as  delegates,  but  not  one  of  them,  with 
the  possible  exception  of  Winchell,  was  possessed  of  that  influence,  standing  and 
general  acquaintance  through  the  Territory  that  would  entitle  them  to  be  consid- 
ered in  any  sense  as  leaders.  They  were  strangers  to  each  other,  and  when  they 
assembled  in  "Wyandotte,  on  the  5th  day  of  July,  I  personally  knew  but  four  of  them, 
and  many  members  were  more  unfortunate  in  that  respect  than  I  was.  They  had 
no  personal  ambition  to  gratify,  no  animosities  to  resent,  no  friends  to  favor.  Their 
sole  aim  and  object  seemed  to  be  (and  in  this  connection  I  speak  of  them  as  indi- 
viduals and  as  an  organized  body),  to  frame  a  fundamental  law  that  embodied  every 
safeguard  to  the  citizen,  that  was  abreast  with  the  progressive  sentiment  of  the  Na- 
tion, in  favor  of  human  freedom  and  human  rights,  and  was  adapted  to  the  wants 
and  conditions  of  the  people  of  Kansas.  They  worked  conscientiously  and  with 
great  industry,  and  completed  their  labors  in  twenty-one  working  days.  Of  course 
there  were  schemes  and  jobs  and  old  claims  and  special  provisions  that  were  sought 
to  be  engrafted  on  that  instrument,  but  there  is  not  a  paragraph  or  section  of  that 
Constitution  within  which  lurked  any  suspicion  of  a  scheme  or  job.  That  Conven- 
tion was  singularly  free  from  j)olitical  manipulation  and  figuring,  as  to  State  ofiicers 
and  other  positions  that  were  so  soon  to  follow  if  the  work  was  ratified  by  the  peo- 
ple. On  the  4:th  day  of  October  it  was  ratified  by  the  people.  There  were  about 
16,000  votes  polled  at  the  election,  and  more  than  two-thirds  of  them  were  for  the 
Constitution.  On  the  6th  day  of  December  an  election  for  State  ofiicers,  a  member 
of  Congress  and  members  of  the  Legislature  was  held.  On  the  1-lth  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1860,  it  was  presented  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  On  the  29th  of  Feb- 
ruary, Senator  W.  H.  Seward  made  a  strong  speech  in  favor  of  the  admission  of  the 
State.  On  the  29th  day  of  March,  Mr.  Grow,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Committee 
on  Territories  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  made  a  report  recommending  ad- 
mission. On  the  11th  day  of  April  the  House  voted  to  admit  Kansas  —  one  hundred 
and  thirty-four  for  and  seventy-three  against.  On  the  7th  day  of  May,  Senator 
Wade,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  take  up  the  House  bill  admitting  Kansas,  but  was  beaten 
by  a  vote  of  twenty-six  for  and  thirty-two  against.  On  the  4th  day  of  June 
Charles  Sumner  made  a  speech  in  favor  of  admission,  after  a  silence  of  four  years, 
caused  by  the  brutal  assault  of  Preston  S.  Brooks.  After  the  discussion,  Hunter,  of 
Virginia,  moved  a  postponement  of  the  Kansas  bill,  and  it  carried  by  a  vote  of 
thirty-three  for  and  twenty-seven  against.  On  the  21st  day  of  January,  18G1,  the 
bill  for  tVie  admission  of  Kansas  passed  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  thirty-six  for  and 
sixteen  against.  On  the  29th,  President  Buchanan  signed  the  bill.  Kansas  became  a 
State,  the  struggle  was  over,  the  battle  wa:^  won;  and  the  good  people  of  Kansas  are  to- 
day enjoying  the  fruits  of  the  victorj^.yf  I  have  on  another  occasion  given  personal 
sketches  of  the  members  of  that  Convention,  but  the  subject  is  not  exhausted. 
Columns  might  be  written  about  Thacher,  Kingman,  Stinson,  McDowell.  Ingails, 
Winchell,  Blunt,  and  others.  Two  members  of  that  Convention  have  represented  the 
State  in  the  United  States  Senate.  John  J.  Ingails  is  now  serving,  as  senior  Seiia- 
tor.  his  third  term  in  that  illustrious  body.  E.  G.  Ross,  now  Governor  of  New 
Mexico,  served  by  apx^ointment  and  election  nearly  five  years  as  Senator.    S.  A. 
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Kingman  was  on  the  Supreme  Bench  of  the  State  for  many  years,  first  as  Associate 
and  then  as  Chief  Justice  of  that  Court.  S.  O.  Thacher,  W.  C.  McDowell  and  John 
T.  Burris  have  adorned  the  bench  of  the  District  Court  in  their  respective  judicial 
districts.  Thacher  has  gradually  grown  in  public  estimation  since  his  brilliant  ser- 
vice in  that  Convention,  until  now  he  is  a  man  of  established  national  reputation, 
an  honored  citizen  at  home,  a  respected  representative  of  his  country  abroad.  The 
youthful  Secretary  of  that  Convention,  whose  years  numbered  only  twenty-one.  is 
now  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  marvelous  Commonwealth.  But  the  list  is  too 
long.  I  forbear,  for  your  sake,  further  citation  to  the  fact  that  the  subsequent  lives 
and  services  of  the  members  of  that  body  fully  justify  what  I  have  claimed  for 
them. 

"When  we  turn  to  the  several  articles  and  sections  of  that  instrument  that  have 
been  the  subject  of  amendment,  it  will  be  found  that  most  of  the  amendments 
thereof  were  not  necessitated  by  the  inherent  defects  of  the  instrument,  but  because 
of  the  rapidly  changing  condition  of  the  State  itself.  The  first  amendment,  adopted 
November,  1861,  was  that  allowing  banking  institutions  to  issue  circulating  notes  of  the 
denomination  of  one  dollar,  the  original  section  forbidding  an  issue  of  less  than  $5 
notes  —  an  amendment  that  is  practically  useless  now.  The  next  amendment  was 
made  in  November,  1864,  and  by  it  section  12  of  article  2,  that  required  that  ••All 
bills  shall  originate  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  be  subject  to  amendment 
or  rejection  by  the  Senate,"  was  made  to  read,  "'Bills  may  originate  in  either  house, 
but  may  be  amended  or  rejected  by  either.'"  And  this  was  a  decided  practical  im- 
provement of  the  original  text.  Section  3  of  article  5  was  amended  in  November. 
1864.  the  main  object  of  the  amendment  being  to  confer  on  citizens  who  were  serving 
in  the  volunteer  army  of  the  United  States  the  right  to  vote,  and  authorizing  the 
Legislature  to  make  provision  for  taking  the  votes  of  the  absent  electors.  Section 
2  of  that  same  article  was  amended  in  November,  1867,  so  as  to  withhold  the  right  to 
vote  or  hold  office  from  those  who  had  been  dishonorably  discharged  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States;  who  had  been  found  guilty  of  defrauding  the  Government : 
who  had  been  guilty  of  giving  or  receiving  a  bribe,  or  offering  to  give  or  receive  a 
bribe;  who  had  borne  arms  voluntarily  again'^t  the  Government,  or  aided  or  abetted 
the  attempt  to  overthrow  the  Government. 

Section  4  of  article  15  was  adopted  in  November,  1868.  This  is  a  change  from 
letting  the  public  printing  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder  to  the  establishment  of 
the  office  of  State  Printer,  who  receives  a  stated  compensation  for  the  work  done. 
This  change  is  perhaps  an  improvement  on  the  method  devised  by  the  convention, 
and  its  success  may  be  fairly  attributed  to  the  three  faithful  old  Kansans  who  have 
successively  been  elected  to  that  office  —  S.  S.  Prouty,  George  W.  Martin,  and  T. 
Dwight  Thacher.  It  can  be  truly  said  of  them  and  of  their  work  as  State  Printers: 
"Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servants."  In  November,  1873,  came  the  amend- 
ment increasing  the  number  of  Senators  to  40,  and  the  Representatives  to  125. 
At  the  November  election,  1875,  the  amendment  providing  for  biennial  sessions 
of  the  Legislature,  commencing  with  the  session  of  1877,  was  adopted.  The  next 
that  followed  was  the  amendment  prohibiting  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liquors,  except  for  specified  purposes.  This  was  the  introduction  of  new 
matter  into  the  composition  of  the  State  Government  —  the  constitution  as  adopted 
and  existing  up  to  that  time  having  made  no  reference  to  the  "liquor  traffic.*'  This 
completes  the  amendments  made  to  this  time.  I  make  no  reference  to  those  now 
pending,  except  to  express  the  wish  that  they  may  be  adopted.  I  claim  for  the 
members  of  that  body,  who  framed  a  fundamental  law  which  has  governed  a  State 
for  twenty-five  years  —  years  of  marvelous  growth  and  unexampled  development — - 
that  time  htis  demonstrated  that  they  had  a  very  fair  conception  of  the  wants,  con- 
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ditions  and  necessities  of  the  people  for  whom  they  acted:  and.  notwithstanding  the 
wonderful  increase  in  population  and  production,  that  instrument  has  accelerated 
rather  than  retarded  the  growth  that  has  never  been  equaled  on  the  American  con- 
tinent. There  are  to-day  within  the  boundaries  of  Kansas,  1,400,000  people.  Even 
the  most  enthusiastic  citizen  of  Kansas  would  not.  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  have 
ventured  to  predict  such  a  result;  and  yet  an  ardent  admirer,  an  enthusiastic  but 
philosophical  lover  of  Kansas,  Horace  Greeley,  peace  to  his  ashes,  said  at  Osawato- 
mie  on  the  18th  day  of  May,  1859,  "  The  child  is  now  born  on  Kansas  soil  that  will  live 
to  see  this  State  the  :fif  th  in  agricultural  production  in  the  Union."  When  the  Federal 
census  of  1880  was  taken,  only  twenty-one  years  had  elapsed  since  the  date  of  that 
prophecy,  and  the  State  was  nearer  the  sixth  than  the  seventh  in  rank,  in  the  amount 
of  agricultural  products,  including  live  stock,  to  which  its  soil  is  adapted,  and  if  we 
take  those  conventional  thirty  years  which  are  loosely  supposed  to  constitute  the 
space  of  time  covered  by  one  generation,  as  the  life  of  that  child,  we  have  only  to 
await  the  census  of  1890  to  verify  the  prophecy.  I  doubt  whether  the  men  of  to-day. 
any  more  than  those  of  twenty-five  years  ago,  have  given  a  thought  or  entertain  a 
conception  of  what  a  grand,  glorious,  and  prosperous  commonwealth  is  building  up 
among  them;  how  this  influx  of  people,  how  this  blending  of  blood,  how  this  every- 
day intercourse  between  people  of  different  nationalities,  and  different  sections  of 
our  own  widespread  domain,  how  this  exchange  of  ideas  and  methods,  how  all  these 
things,  animated  and  dominated  by  the  Anglo-Saxon  blood,  are  producing  on  the 
prairies  of  Kansas  a  race  of  people  and  a  condition  of  government  and  society  that 
will  make  the  State  the  "chosen  land"  of  the  best  type  of  American  civilization: 
and  will  ever  keep  green  and  fresh  the  memory  of  the  noble  pioneers  whose  blood  will 
bring  '*  God-like  fruition  "  to  the  hopes,  aspirations  and  ultimate  destiny  of  the  glori- 
ous young  Commonwealth. 

ADDRESS  OF  CHIEF  JUSTICE  A.  H.  HORTOX. 
Hon.  Albert  H.  Horton,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  then 
introduced,  and  delivered  the  following  address : 

THE  JUDICIARY  OF  KANSAS: 

It  is  quite  usual  for  the  newspapers,  and,  indeed,  for  very  many  people,  especially 
when  displeased  with  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  designate  its  members  as 
a  set  of  "stupid  owls:"  or,  if  milder  language  is  employed,  they  are  denominated 
"old  grandmothers.*'  Oftentimes,  when  a  district  judge  is  mentioned  in  a  case 
where  his  decision  is  contrary  to  popular  feeling,  he  is  referred  to  as  "  an  old  granny," 
having  some  legal  learning,  but  utterly  destitute  of  common  sense  and  knowing  noth- 
ing of  justice.  Frequently,  when  a  member  of  the  bar  is  defeated  in  the  trial  court, 
and  upon  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  is  unsuccessful,  he  adjourns  to  the  nearest 
hotel  or  other  convenient  resort,  and  compliments  the  members  of  the  court  with  a 
red-hot  vocabulary  of  cuss  ^  words.  Speaking  more  elegantly,  he  violates  extrava- 
gantly the  third  commandment.  Even  our  State  judges  are  not  the  sole  victims  of 
ridicule  and  wrath,  as  the  Federal  judges  are  also  subject,  now  and  then,  to  languaire 
not  wholly  complimentary,  and  their  decisions  are  often  reversed  by  the  first  news- 
paper published  after  judgment  has  been  announced. 

I  am  called  upon  this  afternoon  to  say  something  of  the  "old  owls."  the  "grand-' 
mothers"  and  the  "grannies"  of  the  courts;  about  those  who  are  often  "cussed" 
and discussed "  by  disgruntled  editors,  by  defeated  lawyers,  as  well  as  others,  in 
anything  but  favorable  terms.  You  will  therefore  perceive  that  my  remarks  cannot 
l>e  very  entertaining.  Many  have  been  appointed  to  address  you  on  this  occasion, 
upon  more  interesting  topics.    They  should  be  better  able  to  delight  and  gratify 
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you,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  awaken  within  your  hearts  those  pleasurable  emo- 
tions that  musical  eloquence  ever  excites.  In  my  appearance,  however,  I  have  fol- 
lowed an  old  maxim  of  the  law,  that  "A  good  court  always  extends  its  own 
jurisdiction." 

For  fifteen  minutes,  at  least,  my  jurisdiction  is  exclusive  here.  It  has  been  ex- 
tended from  the  court  room,  with  its  few  listeners,  to  this  opera  house,  with  its  vast 
audience.  For  the  extension  of  my  jurisdiction  at  this  time,  I  fall  back  upon  the 
maxim  just  quoted  as  good  authority,  for  it  rests  upon  a  decision  of  Chief  Justice 
Marshall,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  It  was  rendered  by  him  at 
chambers,  in  the  presence  of  his  learned  and  distinguished  associates,  and  came 
about  in  this  way:  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  though  a  temperate  man,  was  a  very 
great  lover  of  a  good  glass  of  wine.  In  those  days,  I  need  not  say,  prohibition  was 
unknown.  During  the  sessions  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  at  Washington, 
the  members  dined  together  daily  at  the  old  National  Hotel.  When  the  dessert  was 
served,  it  was  the  habit  of  the  Chief  Justice  to  turn  to  Judge  Story  and  say:  "Will 
Brother  Story  please  go  to  the  window  and  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  weather :  if  it 
is  rainy,  or  threatening,  a  bottle  of  wine  will  be  ordered,  to  protect  the  health  of  the 
court."  If  Judge  Story  reported  rainy  or  stormy  weather  outside,  the  wine  was  ordered, 
and  drank  with  exceeding  zest;  but  if  Brother  Story  reported  the  sun  shining,  or  the 
weather  tolerably  fair,  Chief  Justice  Marshall  would  reply:  '-The  jurisdiction  of  the 
Supreme  Court  is  so  extensive  and  embraces  so  many  different  sections  of  the 
country,  surely  it  must  be  raining  or  threatening  a  storm  somewhere;  therefore,  the 
only  safe  way  is  to  have  the  wine  brought  in  at  once."  Seriously,  however,  when  I 
remember  I  have  been  requested  to  speak  of  the  State  Judiciary,  a  coordinate  branch 
of  the  Government,  a  branch  which,  with  its  supreme  power,  can  stay  the  hand  of 
the  Governor  and  annul  acts  of  the  Legislature.  I  accept  the  invitation  with  extreme 
diffidence,  because  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  anyone,  in  the  few  minutes  allowed  me, 
to  do  justice  to  such  an  important  subject. 

When  Kansas  donned  the  robes  of  statehood,  the  Constitution  of  the  State  ordained, 
as  now,  that  the  judicial  power  should  be  vested  in  the  Supreme  Court,  district  courts, 
probate  courts,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  such  other  courts  inferior  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  as  might  be  provided  by  law;  the  Supreme  Court  consisted  then,  as  now,  of 
one  chief  justice  and  two  associate  justices,  whose  term  of  office,  after  tlie  first,  was 
six  years,  the  justices  having  the  authority  to  appoint  a  reporter  and  clerk.  The 
State  was  divided  into  five  judicial  districts,  with  a  district  judge  for  each,  holding 
his  office  for  the  term  of  four  years. 

Hon.  Thomas  Ewing  jr.  was  the  first  Chief  Justice;  Hon.  Samuel  A.  Kingman 
and  Hon.  Lawrence  D.  Bailey  the  first  Associate  Justices.  Andrew  Stark  was  the 
first  Clerk  appointed  for  the  court,  and  Preston  B.  Plumb,  now  United  States  Sena- 
tor, the  first  Reporter.  The  following  were  the  first  District  Judges  of  the  State: 
Hon.  William  C.  McDowell,  of  Leavenworth  county;  Hon.  Albert  L.  Lee,  of  Doni- 
phan; Hon.  Jacob  Safford,  of  Shawnee;  Hon.  Solon  0.  Thacher,  of  Douglas:  and 
Hon.  O.  E.  Learnard,  of  Coffey. 

Chief  Justice  Ewing  held  his  office  from  the  first  organization  of  the  court  in 
1861,  until  his  resignation  on  November  28,  18(52,  to  accept  the  colonelcy  of  the 
Eleventh  Regiment  of  Kansas  Volunteers. 

Hon.  Nelson  Cobb  was  appointed  by  Governor  Charles  Robinson,  on  December 
23,  18G2,  to  succeed  him.  He  continued  in  office  one  year,  and  was  followed  by  Hon. 
Robert  Crozier,  who  was  elected  November  3,  1863.  He  held  the  office  for  about 
three  years,  his  successor  being  Hon.  Samuel  A.  Kingman,  who  was  elected  as  Chief 
Justice  November  6,  1866,  and  continued  in  office  until  his  resignation  in  December 
1876,  on  account  of  ill-health.    Your  speaker  was  then  appointed  Chief  Justice  by 
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Governor  Thomas  A.  Osborn.  and  I  first  took  my  seat  upon  the  Supreme  Bench  in 
January,  1877.  Hon.  Lawrence  D.  Bailey  served  as  Associate  Justice  for  eight  years, 
giving  place  to  Hon.  Daniel  M.  Valentine,  who  was  first  elected  Associate  Justice 
November  3,  18C8.  and  has  continued  to  fill  the  office  from  that  time.  Hon.  Samuel 
A.  Kingman  served  as  Associate  Justice  from  18G1  to  18G5,  his  successor  being  Hon. 
Jacob  Saft'ord,  who  held  the  olfice  for  one  term,  being  succeeded  by  Hon.  David  J. 
Brewer,  elected  November  8,  1870;  he  continued  in  office  as  Associate  Justice  until 
his  resignation,  on  April  8,  1884.  He  was  succeeded  by  Hon.  T.  A.  Hurd,  by  appoint- 
ment of  Governor  George  W.  Glick.  who  in  turn  gave  place  to  Hon.  W.  A.  Johnston, 
elected  as  Associate  Justice  on  November  4,  1884. 

Ex-Chief  Justice  Ewing  returned  to  Ohio  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  served  for  a 
time  as  a  member  of  Congress  from  that  State.  He  is  now  a  successful  lawyer  in  New- 
York  city.  Hon.  Nelson  Cobb  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Kan- 
sas City.  Ex-Chief  Justice  Kingman  resides  in  Topeka,  enjoying  the  retrospects 
incident  to  a  serene  old  age.  Ex-Judge  Bailey,  since  leaving  the  bench,  has  engaged 
in  various  pursuits  —  mostly  in  journalism.  He  resides  in  Finney  county.  Judge 
David  J.  Brewer  is  ably  and  acceptably  filling  the  ofiice  of  United  States  Judge  for 
the  Eighth  Circuit.  Ex-Judge  T.  A.  Hurd  is  in  the  practice  of  the  law  at  Leaven- 
worth. 

Andrew  Stark  was  succeeded  as  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  by  E.  B.  Fowler,  who 
was  appointed  in  1868.  He  was  succeeded  by  Abram  Hammatt,  appointed  in  July, 
1870.  He  resigned  in  June.  1879,  and  died  a  few  months  later,  his  successor  being 
C  J.  Brown,  the  present  occupant.  Andrew  Stark  and  E.  B.  Fowler  have  removed 
from  the  State.  The  first,  I  understand,  lives  in  Chicago,  and  the  latter  in  Cali- 
fornia. 

Preston  B.  Plumb  was  succeeded  as  Reporter  by  Louis  Carpenter,  who  was  killed 
in  the  massacre  at  Lawrence  on  August  21,  1863,  by  guerrillas  under  Quantrill.  His 
successor  was  Elliot  V.  Banks,  whose  term  expired  March  31,  1871.  He  has  since 
deceased.  His  successor  was  Hon.  W.  C.  Webb,  the  present  Judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  Shawnee  county.  He  resigned  in  March,  1879,  and  was  succeeded  by  A.  M. 
F.  Randolph,  the  present  Reporter. 

Judge  William  C.  McDowell  died  July  16.  1867,  in  St.  Louis.  Mo.,  from  an  in- 
jury received  from  falling  from  the  top  of  a  coach  while  riding  from  the  Southern 
Hotel  to  the  railroad  depot,  one  wheel  passing  over  his  body. 

Judge  Albert  L.  Lee  resigned  the  .Judgeship  of  the  Second  District  in  October.  1861, 
to  accept  the  position  of  Major  in  the  7th  Regiment  of  Kansas  Volunteers.  On  May 
17,  1862,  he  was  promoted  to  the  colonelcy  of  that  regiment,  and  on  November  29. 
1862,  was  made  Brigadier  General  of  Volunteers.  After  the  close  of  the  war,  he  set- 
tled and  married  in  New  Orleans,  where  he  now  resides,  spending,  however,  much  of 
his  time  abroad. 

Judge  Solon  O.  Thacher  has  lately  returned  to  his  home  at  Lawrence  from  a 
very  extensive  tour  over  the  States  of  South  America,  which  he  visited  under  appoint- 
ment from  President  Arthur  to  investigate  and  report  concerning  the  commercial 
relations  between  the  United  States  and  those  of  that  country.  He  finds  it  difficult 
to  retire  from  the  practice,  and  is  still  engaged,  more  or  less,  in  the  active  work  of 
his  profession. 

Judge  0.  E.  Learnard  resigned  the  judgeship  of  the  Fifth  Judicial  District  on 
July  l'_.  1861,  to  accept  the  lieutenant-colonelcy  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Kansas 
Volunteers.  He  is  now  one  of  the  leading  officers  of  the  Southern  Kansas  Railway 
Company,  residing  at  Lawrence. 

In  addition  to  the  persons  named,  seventy-three  others  have  been  elected  or  ap- 
pointed District  Judges  of  the  State,  some  of  whom,  however,  held  their  |)ositions 
14 
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only  a  few  mouths,  others  have  been  elected  and  reelected.  Time  will  not  permit 
me  to  recite  their  names. 

The  judicial  districts  have  been  increased  from  five  to  twenty-one,  with  a  Supe- 
rior Court  in  operation  in  Shawnee  county,  having  equal  jurisdiction  with  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of  that  county,  save  in  a  few  excepted  cases.  Bills  are  now  before  the 
Legislature  to  make  a  further  increase  of  judicial  districts.  The  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Supreme  Court  is  the  same  as  18B1.  A  constitutional  amendment  is 
pending  before  the  people,  to  be  voted  on  at  the  next  general  election,  to  add  more 
members  to  the  Supreme  Bench,  so  that  it  may  promptly  and  properly  dispatch  the 
business  with  which  it  is  flooded. 

It  is  often  facetiously  remarked  that  "judges  scarcely  ever  die,  and  none  resign.*'^ 
This  is  hardly  applicable  to  Kansas.  The  following  is  the  death-roll  of  judges: 
McDowell,  Ruggles,  Watson,  Graham,  Goodin.  Price,  Canfield,  Voss,  Broadhead, 
Banta,  Lowe,  Stephens,  and  Safford  —  thirteen  in  all. 

The  following  judges  have  resigned  judicial  positions:  Ewing.  Kingman,  Lee, 
Learnard,  Horton,  Thacher,  Lowe,  Goodin,  Humphrey,  Brown,  Price.  Peters,  two 
Webbs,  Morton,  Brewer,  and  Orner  —  seventeen  in  number.  Lowe,  Goodin,  Brown, 
and  Peters  resigned  to  serve  as  members  of  Congress.  At  the  session  of  the  State 
Legislature  in  1874,  owing  to  the  resignation  of  Hon.  Alexander  Caldwell  as  United 
States  Senator,  a  vacancy  existed.  The  friends  of  Chief  Justice  Kingman  obtained 
his  consent  to  present  him  as  a  candidate  for  the  office.  Being  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  I  was  selected  to  place  him  in  nomination.  He  was  not 
successful,  as  Hon.  James  M.  Harvey  came  out  of  the  contest  victorious.  Without 
disparaging  the  merits  of  the  Senator  elected.  I  am  more  than  satisfied  that  if  Chief 
Justice  Kingman  had  then  acquired  a  seat  in  the  National  Senate,  he  would  have 
achieved  fame  for  himself  and  the  State,  greatly  exceeding  his  fortunate  competitor. 

Although  section  thirteen  of  article  three  of  the  State  Constitution  ordains  that 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  and  district  courts  shall  not  hold  any  other  office  of  profit 
or  trust  under  the  authority  of  the  State  or  the  United  States,  during  the  term  of 
ofiice  for  which  they  are  elected,  this  constitutional  inhibition  has  been  nugatory  to 
prevent  the  judges  of  the  State  from  being  Senatorial  or  Congressional  candidates, 
or  from  accepting  positions  upon  the  Federal  judiciary,  simply  because  the  govern- 
ment of  the  State  of  Kansas  has  no  control  over  the  eligibility  or  qualifications  of 
officers  of  the  United  States.  If  a  judge  of  the  State  accepts  a  seat  in  Congress,  or 
any  office  under  the  United  States,  the  tribunals  of  the  State  are  powerless  over  the 
matter,  for  Congress  passes  upon  the  qualifications  of  its  members,  and  the  State 
cannot  interfere  with  the  tenure  of  office  which  the  United  States  may  prescribe  for 
its  officers.  As  the  provision  is  wholly  without  force  to  render  a  judge  ineligible  to 
Congress,  or  to  an  office  under  the  United  States,  it  were  better,  perhaps,  that  it  had 
been  omitted  from  the  constitution,  and  no  attempt  made  to'  reach  a  jurisdiction 
beyond  its  power  to  assail.  There  are  some  limits,  even  to  a  State  constitution,  and 
some  precincts  where  its  mandates  are  impotent. 

Two  courts  of  record,  not  specifically  named  in  the  constitution,  have  been  created 
by  legislative  enactment  since  the  admission  of  Kansas  as  a  State,  viz.:  The  Crimi- 
nal Court  of  Leavenworth  coimty,  and  the  Superior  Court  of  Shawnee  county.  The 
Criminal  Court  of  Leavenworth  county,  established  March,  1862,  had  conferred  upon 
it  the  same  criminal  jurisdiction  that  had  been  conferred  upon  the  District  Court  of 
that  county.  The  probate  judge  of  the  county  was  ex  officio  the  judge  of  the  court. 
The  court,  however,  was  abolished  March  18,  1875.  During  its  existence,  the  follow- 
ing persons  were  the  judges  thereof:  Hon.  D.  J.  Brewer.  Hon.  Peter  McFarland.  Hon. 
Barzillai  Gray,  and  Hun.  Byron  Sherry.    The  Superior  Court  of  Shawnee  coitnty  was 
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created  by  the  Legislature  March  7,  1885,  for  the  period  of  two  years,  and  Governor 
John  A.  Martin  appointed  Hon.  W.  C.  Webb  its  presiding  judge. 

Of  two  of  the  district  judges  who  have  died,  I  purpose  to  speak  more  fully.  They 
are  Nathan  Price  and  David  P.  Lowe.  I  knew  them  intimately  and  well.  The  first 
resided  in  the  northeastern,  and  the  other  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  State. 
They  were  of  different  temperaments,  and  possessed  very  different  qualities  and 
talents  —  yet  both  were  lawyers  and  judges  of  much  more  than  average  ability. 

Price  was  a  member  of  the  Osawatomie  Convention,  held  May  18,  1859.  After  the 
commencement  of  the  great  Rebellion,  he  enlisted,  and  was  commissioned  Captain 
in  one  of  the  companies  of  the  10th  Regiment  of  Kansas  Volunteers.  He  remained 
with  his  regiment  until  it  was  mustered  out  of  service,  August  19,  1861.  On  Novem- 
ber 3,  1868,  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Second  Judicial  District  over  Hon.  A.  G. 
Otis,  after  a  most  violent  and  bitter  contest.  On  March  1,  1872,  he  resigned  his 
position  as  Judge,  to  enter  again  upon  the  practice  of  the  law.  Subsequently,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate,  and  was  always,  while  living,  an  important  factor 
in  the  politics  of  his  county  and  the  State.  In  general  learning  he  was  somewhat 
deficient.  He  was,  so  to  speak,  a  diamond  in  the  rough.  By  whom,  or  by  what  cir- 
cumstances, his  attention  was  first  turned  to  legal  studies  at  his  time  of  life,  I  do  not 
know.  Possibly,  an  inward  consciousness  of  superior  native  endowments  may  have 
supplied  the  needed  motive  power.  He  had  a  remarkable  memory,  and  was  thor- 
oughly conversant  with  the  law  books  he  had  read;  in  person  he  was  large  and 
commanding,  but  generally  dressed  without  much  regard  to  taste,  and  somewhat 
negligently.  His  geniality  of  temper;  his  rare  talent  for  relating  anecdotes:  his 
kind  and  unassuming  manners;  and  his  well-known  sincerity  and  devoted  friendship, 
made  him  a  great  favorite.  He  was  a  vigorous  reasoner;  a  winning  and  impressive 
advocate  before  a  jury;  and  an  admirable  campaigner  upon  the  hustings.  As  a  gen- 
eral thing,  he  was  able  to  encounter  any  speaker  in  his  section  of  the  State,  in  a 
manner  creditable  to  himself,  upon  any  of  the  questions  which  he  was  called  to  dis- 
cuss. He  cyuld  be  witty  and  amusing,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  which  he  had  in 
hand  would  admit  of,  and  could  talk  when  he  pleased  in  melting  strains  of  heart- 
moving  pathos.  Humanity  was  his  God,  and  the  human  race  the  Supreme  Being. 
He  possessed  more  native  ability  than  most  of  his  rivals  at  the  bar,  but  unfortunately 
he  lacked  industry  and  application.  He  was  unlucky  in  some  of  his  business  enter- 
prises, and  was  wholly  destitute  of  what  we  call  "  thrift."  His  social  nature  finally 
led  him  into  dissipated  ways;  the  love  of  drink  grew  upon  him,  and  he  became  his 
own  worst  enemy.  At  last,  on  April  11,  1883,  in  his  law  office  in  Troy,  maddened  by 
the  cup  which  had  made  time  a  curse,  he  drained  the  poisoned  chalice,  and  opened, 
unbidden,  the  portals  of  eternity.  Amidst  a  vast  concourse  of  friends,  I  read  the 
ritual  of  the  Masonic  Order  over  his  coffin  at  the  church,  and  also  beside  his  open 
grave  when  his  body  was  committed  to  Mother  Earth. 

My  attention  was  first  called  to  David  P.  Lowe  on  reading  a  notice  of  his  nomina- 
tion as  Attorney  General  by  the  convention  held  at  Lawrence  September  29, 18G2.  which 
selected  as  its  gubernatorial  candidate  Hon.  W.  R.  Wagstaff.  Mr.  Lowe  declined  the 
nomination,  and  Hon.  Louis  Carpenter,  of  Lawrence  was  substituted.  In  November 
of  that  year,  he  was  elected  a  Senator  from  the  Thirteenth  District.  In  October. 
1861,  he  succeeded  Hon.  Solon  0.  Thacher  as  Judge  of  the  Fourth  Judicial  District. 
Upon  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  he  was  succeeded  by  Judge  D.  M.  Valen- 
tine. On  March  4,  1867,  he  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  Sixth  Judicial  District,  and 
continued  judge  of  that  District  until  after  his  election  to  Congress  on  November  5. 
1870.  He  was  renominated  as  a  candidate  for  Congress  September  1,  1872,  and 
again  elected  on  November  5tli  of  that  year.  Upon  leaving  Congress,  of  which  body 
he  was  an  able  and  faithful  member,  he  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
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Court  of  Utah  Territory.  Subsequently,  he  returned  to  Fort  Scott,  and  succeeded 
in  1880  Hon.  "\V.  C.  Stewart,  as  Judge  again  of  his  old  district  —  the  Sixth.  He  con- 
tinued to  hold  the  office  of  Judge  until  his  death,  on  April  10.  1882. 

At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  for  1877,  a  United  States  Senator 
was  to  be  elected  to  succeed  Hon.  James  M.  Harvey.  The  friends  of  Lowe  presented 
him  as  a  candidate,  and  upon  the  sixteenth  ballot  the  vote  cast  was:  For  Preston  B. 
Plumb,  89;  for  Lowe,  63.    Thereupon  Preston  B.  Plumb  was  declared  elected. 

Judge  Lowe  was  a  man  of  much  intellectual  culture,  and  had  a  judicial  mind,  with 
all  the  term  implies.  He  had  a  distaste  for  partisan  politics,  and  was  far  removed 
from  political  intrigue.  To  him,  the  duties  of  the  bench  were  much  more  attractive 
than  the  labors  attending  Congressional  life.  As  a  rule,  he  made  the  most  ample 
preparations  for  argument  in  court,  or  for  a  speech  elsewhere;  but  when  he  did 
speak,  it  was  with  a  clearness  and  precision  that  might  well  defy  criticism.  He  was 
eminently  a  safe  and  honest  legal  adviser,  not  very  "hopeful  in  t^ie  fflal  of  cases,  but 
always,  as  a  judge,  able,  profound  and  popular.  He  was  well  proportioned  in  size, 
of  fine  appearance,  and  always  well  dressed;  he  never  seemed  to  forget  the  propri- 
eties of  his  position,  or  indulged,  to  the  least  extent,  in  unseemly  affectation  or 
triviality.  He  was  anxious  for  a  seat  upon  the  Federal  Bench  in  this  State,  and 
when  a  successor  was  appointed  to  Hon.  Mark  W.  Delahay,  upon  his  retiremect  from 
the  United  States  District  Court  of  Kansas,  Judge  Lowe  was  greatly  disappointed 
in  not  having  been  selected.  He  had  few  superiors  upon  the  District  Bench,  and 
was  deserving  of  a  wider  field  for  the  exercise  of  his  eminent  judicial  qualities.  He 
was  a  man  of  spotless  integrity,  and  universally  beloved.  By  his  death,  the  State 
lost  a  useful  citizen,  the  bar  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments,  and  the  bench  a  wise 
and  just  judge. 

Of  the  persons  who  have  served  as  Chief  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  it  is  safe 
to  say,  with  full  appreciation  of  the  abilities  of  others,  that  Hon.  Thomas  Ewing  jr. 
and  Hon.  Samuel  A.  Kingman  are  preeminent. 

Thomas  Ewing  jr.  came  to  the  Territory  of  Kansas  at  an  early  day,  seeking  fame 
and  fortune.  In  his  favor  he  had  the  influence  of  the  name  of  a  distinguished 
family,  and  was  the  possessor  of  brilliant  talents.  He  seemed  to  have  been  born 
with  indomitable  confidence  in  his  own  capacity  for  self-advancement.  Speaking  of 
him  as  I  knew  him  when  a  citizen  of  this  State,  he  was  a  very  prince  in  personal 
appearance,  gentlemanly  and  dignified  in  his  demeanor,  and  a  forcible  and  impress- 
ive speaker.  He  was  deemed  by  some  reserved  and  cold  in  his  manner,  but  those 
most  intimate  with  him  credit  him  with  great  social  qualities  and  an  intense  devotion 
to  his  friends.  He  had  the  quality  of  attaching  persons  to  him  "with  hooks  of 
steel,"  and  ever  afterwards  they  were  not  only  his  ardent  supporters,  but  earnest  ad- 
mirers. He  was  a  member  of  the  Free-State  Convention  at  Lawrence  in  1857,  and 
in  1858  of  the  Territorial  Commission  which  exposed  in  detail  the  fraudulent  votes 
cast  for  the  Lecompton  Constitution.  He  was  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Free-State 
Convention  held  at  Topeka  in  1858,  and  in  the  same  year  was  a  member  of  the 
Leavenworth  Constitutional  Convention.  He  was  one  of  the  vice  presidents  of  the 
Osawatomie  Convention  held  in  1859,  and  as  a  member  of  that  convention  greatly 
assisted  in  organizing  the  Republican  party  in  Kansas.  He  was  nominated  Chief 
Justice  by  acclamation  at  the  Republican  State  Convention  held  in  Lawrence  October 
12,  1859.  After  the  admission  of  the  State,  he  served  as  Chief  Justice  less  than  two 
years,  resigning  his  judicial  position  on  November  28,  1862,  to  enter  the  military 
service  of  his  country,  as  before  stated.  On  March  following,  he  was  made  Brigadier 
General,  and  on  August  22,  l8Go,  issued  his  celebrated  Order  No.  11,  requiring  all 
persons  living  in  Jackson.  Cass,  and  Bates  counties,  Missouri,  to  remove  from  their 
places  of  residence  within  fifteen  days.    Upon  leaving  the  army,  in  1865,  General 
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Ewin^  returned  to  Ohio  to  reside.  He  there  became  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  at  the  National  Democratic  Convention  held  in  New  York  in  July.  IStV^. 
was  a  prominent  candidate  for  the  Vice-Presidency.  His  Order  No.  11  circulated 
among  the  members  of  that  convention,  was  prejudicial  to  his  success,  and  he  was 
finally  defeated  by  General  Frank  P.  Blair,  of  Missouri.  As  illustrative  of  his  style 
as  a  speaker,  and  the  great  changes  in  travel  and  mail  facilities  from  the  early  days 
of  Kansas,  I  quote  the  following  extract  from  one  of  his  speeches  delivered  in  Con- 
gress: "I  have  lived  on  the  border,  and  know  how  exigent  and  inoperative  i>  the  need 
of  good  facilities — ^ what  social  joy  and  business  life  the  quick  coach  is  freighted 
with,  and  how  saddening  and  destructive  of  business  is  the  laggard  mail.  I  was 
present  when  the  first  fleet  horse  of  the  pony  express  started  —  that  splendid  achieve- 
ment by  Ben.  Holladay  —  the  most  characteristic  of  all  the  American  enterprises  of 
this  century.  I  was  present  when  the  coiarser  tiung  the  dust  of  Missouri  from 
his  feet  and  sped  away  to  the  desert  amid  the  Godspeeds  and  acclaims  of  all  Kansas: 
and  I  remember,  too.  how  his  reception  on  the  Pacific  coast  thrilled  the  continent. 
A  grander  and  more  loving  welcome  was  given  to  horse  and  rider,  begrimmed  with 
soil  and  sweat,  than  was  ever  accorded  there  to  hero  or  statesman:  for  the  hearts  of 
our  brethren  on  that  far  coast  leaped  with  joy  to  know  that  they  were  brought  within 
a  fortnight-mail  communication  with  their  kindred  in  the  East.  That  spidex's 
thread  swung  across  the  desert  has  drawn  after  it  railroad  and  telegraph,  city  and 
State;  vast  fields  of  wheat  and  herds  of  cattle,  and  the  pulses  of  this  great  artery 
of  commerce  now  throb  throughout  our  continent." 

In  the  time  allotted  me.  I  cannot  do  justice  to  ex-Judge  Samuel  A.  Kingman,  one 
Of  the  fathers  and  founders  of  the  State,  and  for  fourteen  years  upon  the  Supreme 
Bench  as  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justice.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  "^Vy- 
andotte  Constitutional  Convention,  and  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  OTi  the  Ju- 
diciary, In  that  convention  he  was  eloquent  in  debate,  as  well  as  wise;  or  rather  he 
was  eloquent  by  his  wisdom.  His  name  is  entitled  in  Kansas  to  enviable  immortality 
for  his  support  of  the  homestead  provision  incorporated  in  the  State  Constitution. 
If  not  the  author  of  the  provision,  he  was  its;  most  able  defender  and  successful  ad- 
vocate. I  have  time  for  only  a  few  of  his  words  uttered  in  the  debate  upon  that 
question.  Against  an  attempt  to  limit  the  value  of  the  homestead  to  82,000.  he  said: 
"A  true  homestead  law  has  always  laid  very  near  my  heart.  A  home  is  a  home  — 
good  or  bad,  valuable  or  valueless.  It  is  simply  the  home,  the  hearthstone,  the  fire- 
side, around  which  a  man  may  gather  his  family,  with  the  certainty  of  assurance 
that  neither  the  hand  of  the  law,  nor  any  nor  all  of  the  uncertainties  of  life,  can 
eject  them  from  the  possession  of  it.  To  limit  the  value,  is  to  say  to  the  owner,  -  So 
long  as  your  land  remains  unimproved,  so  long  as  it  shall  remain  poor  and  steriir. 
it  is  yours,  but  the  moment  you  pitt  your  labor  upon  it,  the  moment  you  improve 
and  adorn  it  and  make  it  habitable  and  beautiful,  it  shall  be  taken  away  from  you 
for  the  payment  of  your  debts,'  This  limitation  tells  him  that  his  labor  shall  be  in 
vain;  tells  him  to  keep  away  the  hand  of  improvement,  for  if  you  advance  its  value 
beyond  the  limit  proposed,  your-  homestead  and  your  reliance  for  the  support  of 
your  family  is  forever  gone,"  Upon  anoth*ir  occasion  he  said  in  the  convention: 
''It  is  within  the  recollection  of  many  when  it  was  the  settled  policy  of  many  Stares 
that  the  land  should  not  be  subject  to  sale  for  the  payment  of  debts,  but  the  coui- 
niercial  interests  of  the  country,  by  their  power  and  skill,  produced  a  change  which 
has  subjected  the  farms  and  homes  of  the  people  to  be  sold  under  execution,  and  so 
nearly  converted  our  people  into  a  class  of  nomads.  I  want,  if  possible,  to  restore 
the  old  policy,  to  change  back  again  —  so  that  every  man  or  woman,  if  he  ]>lants  a 
tree,  or  she  cultivates  a  rose  —  that  both  may  beautify  and  adorn  their  hemes  as 
they  may  choose,  and  have  the  benefit  of  the  protection  of  the  law." 
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The  homestead  provision  was  very  strongly  and  bitterly  contested  in  that  con- 
vention. It  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  twenty-eight  to  twenty-one.  Two  separate 
protests  were  filed  after  its  adoption;  one  of  these  was  signed  by  a  member  of  the 
convention  from  Atchison  county,  who  is  now  the  senior  Senator  in  Congress  from 
Kansas,  upon  the  ground  that  ''he  believed  its  provisions  unjust,  invidious,  and  open 
to  fraudulent  construction."  I  suppose  to-day  all  will  concede  the  wise,  liberal  and 
enlightened  public  policy  which  dictated  the  incorporation  of  the  homestead  exemp- 
tion in  our  Constitution.  This  provision  to  protect  citizens  of  the  State  and  their 
families  from  the  miseries  and  dangers  of  destitution,  supplemented  as  it  has  been 
by  the  homestead  law  of  Congress,  is,  in  my  mind,  one  of  the  great  causes  for  the 
rapid  settlement  and  development  of  our  State.  It  has  greatly  assisted  to  swell  our 
population,  in  a  quarter  of  a  century,  from  one  hundred  thousand  to  over  a  million 
and  a  quarter.  It  has  aided  to  give  us  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  fruitful  farms: 
it  has  tended  to  increase  towns  and  villages,  vying  with  each  other  in  prosperity. 
From  this,  as  much  as  anything  else,  now 

"Cities  grow  where  stunted  birches 
Hugged  the  shallow  water-line, 
And  the  deepening  rivers  twine 
Past  the  factory  and  the  mine, 
Orchard  slopes  and  schools  and  churches." 

Chief  Justice  Kingman's  judicial  opinions  are  models  of  clearness  and  conciseness: 
a  natural  sense  of  justice  permeates  them  all.  Upon  the  bench  as  well  as  off.  he  has 
always  been  noted  for  unaffected  dignity  and  simplicity.  It  is  a  misfortune  to  the 
State  that  ill-health  required  him  to  relinquish  the  duties  which  otherwise  he  was 
so  ably  fitted  to  discharge.  It  is  my  hope  that  he  will  live  to  a  ripe  old  age,  beloved, 
respected,  and  honored,  as  he  deserves  to  be,  by  every  citizen  of  this  great  common- 
wealth. 

In  conclusion,  speaking  in  general  terms,  I  can  unhesitatingly  assert  that  the 
members  of  the  Judiciary  of  Kansas  have  been  as  learned,  able,  faithful,  fearless  and 
upright  as  the  judges  of  any  of  our  sister  States.  Several  of  them  who  have,  and 
some  who  are  now  filling  judicial  positions,  are  men  of  brilliant  abilities  and  supe- 
rior legal  attainments.  They  would  adorn  and  dignify  any  bench,  whether  Federal 
or  State.  If,  now  and  then,  a  weak,  vacillating  or  unworthy  judge  has  been  elected 
or  appointed,  he  has  been  speedily  retired.  The  ermine  in  Kansas  has  not  often 
been  tainted  or  stained. 

ADDRESS  OF  COL.  C.  K.  HOLLIDAY. 

Col.  C.  K.  Holliday,  the  most  prominent  among  the  founders  and  build- 
ers of  the  Capital  City  of  Kansas,  Avas  then  introduced,  and  delivered  the 
following  address: 

the' CITIES  OF  KANSAS. 

There  were  very  many  passengers  aboard  the  elegant  steamer,  F.  X.  Aubrey,  on 
her  trip  from  St.  Louis  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  about  the  middle  of  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, 18.34. 

Among  those  whose  acquaintance  I  made  was  an  elderly  gentleman  By  the  name 
of  McDauiel,  whose  home  was  at  Weston,  Mo.,  but  who  took  a  lively  interest  in  Kan- 
sas affairs.  He  had  already  invested  in  the  new  Territory,  and  was  contemplating 
making  it  his  future  home. 

Upon  learning  that  I  was  going  to  Kansas,  with  a  view  of  making  a  permanent 
settlement,  he  was  kind  enough  to  give  me  many  valuable  hints  and  suggestions. 
"  Don't  make  a  mistake,  young  man,"  he  said,  "  don't  make  a  mistake.    Near  the 
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great  elbow  of  the  Missouri  there  is  bound  to  be  built  the  greatest  city  of  the  con- 
tinent, and  that  city,  sir,  is  Kickapoo." 

I  mildly  suggested  that  I  heard  Atchison,  Leavenworth.  "Wyandotte  and  Kansas 
City,  or  rather  Westport,  well  spoken  of.  But  he  quickly  gave  me  to  understand 
that,  if  I  would  become  a  part  of,  and  grow  up  with  the  great  city,  I  should  lose  no 
time  in  casting  my  lot  among  the  Kickapoos. 

If,  however,  I  could  not  reconcile  myself  to  living  in  a  large  commercial  empo- 
rium like  Kickapoo,  he  would  then  recommend  that  I  should  "stick  my  stakes"  at 
Douglas  or  Tecumseh,  both  of  which  were  bound  to  be  large  interior  cities,  and  one 
of  which  would,  doubtless,  be  the  capital. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem  to-day,  it  is  true  that  Kickapoo,  situated  on  the  Missouri 
river,  some  six  or  eight  miles  above  Leavenworth,  did  aspire  to  be  one  of  the  great 
cities  of  the  Territory,  and  hoped  to  become  the  greatest.  And  it  is  equally  true 
that  Tecumseh  had  similar  aspirations  of  becoming  the  largest  interior  city.  And 
not  without  reason.  For  Tecumseh  came  within  one  vote  of  being  made  the  capital 
by  the  first  Legislative  Assembly,  and  would  doubtless  have  secured  the  location, 
had  not  the  personal  interests  of  a  majority  of  the  members  influenced  them  to 
make  the  location  at  Lecompton.  The  importance,  however,  of  these  cities  was 
fully  recognized  by  this  same  Legislative  Assembly,  in  that  it  established  the  county 
seat  of  Leavenworth  county  at  Kickapoo,  of  Douglas  county  at  Douglas,  and  of 
Shawnee  county  at  Tecumseh.  Nor  would  the  friends  of  these  respective  cities  for 
a  moment  concede  that  Leavenworth  could  ever  successfully  compete  with  Kickapoo. 
nor  Lawrence  with  Douglas,  nor  Topeka,  not  even  founded  at  the  initial  period  of 
this  history,  with  Tecumseh. 

I  should  not  omit  in  this  enumeration  of  the  earliest  established  cities  of  our 
Territory,  still  another,  whose  hopes,  or  the  hopes  of  its  friends,  soared  high  above 
those  of  Kickapoo,  Douglas,  or  Tecumseh.  I  allude,  of  course,  to  the  very  first  pros- 
pective cayntal  —  the  city  of  Pawnee.  This  city  was  founded  by  a  number  of  promi- 
nent and  influential  gentlemen,  chiefly  from.  Pennsylvania,  and  who  were  supposed 
to  be  near  the  administrative  authority  of  the  Territory.  At  this  place  the  first 
Legislative  Assembly  was  convened,  and  it  was  hoped  that  an  act  would  speedily  be 
passed  making  Pawnee  the  permanent  capital.  But  the  political  fires  which  swept 
and  devastated  the  Territory  for  the  next  three  years,  had  already  been  kindled. 
The  Assembly,  therefore,  not  only  did  not  make  Pawnee  the  capital,  but  refu^^ed  to 
do  any  business  whatever  there,  other  than  to  organize,  and  then  adjourn  to  the 
Shawnee  Mission,  where  the  remainder  of  its  session  was  held. 

Pawnee  was  situated  upon  a  beautiful  plateau  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Kansas 
river,  about  a  mile  eastward  from  Fort  Riley. 

A  large  and  substantial  stone  building  was  erected,  by  private  means,  in  which  the 
two  houses  of  the  Assembly  might  hold  their  sessions,  and  other  buildings  for  tlie 
accommodation  of  the  officers  and  members.  Upon  investigation,  however,  it  was 
ascertained  that  Pawnee  was  located  upon  the  Fort  Riley  military  reservation.  This 
was  construed  as  an  invasion  of -the  reserved  territory  of  the  United  States;  and. 
upon  the  facts  being  made  known  at  Washington,  the  President  ordered  the  army 
to  expel  the  citizens,  and,  if  need  be,  to  bombard  and  destroy  the  city. 

The  city  was  ever  afterwards  known,  until  it  passed  from  the  recollections  of  the 
people,  as  "Pawnee  on  the  Reserve." 

The  bombardment  of  "  Pawnee  on  the  i\eserve."  and  of  Greytown,  in  Nicaragua, 
were  the  two  great  military  achievements  which  gave  fame  and  renown  to  the  Fierce 
administration. 

1  should  perhaps  add,  as  a  third,  the  expulsion,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  and 
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at  the  mouth  of  shotted  cannon,  of  the  Legislature  under  the  Topeka  Constitution, 
at  Topeka,  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  1856. 

In  these  modern  days,  when  we  wish  to  express,  in  the  superlative  degree,  any 
great  movement  in  trade,  in  manufacture,  in  real  estate,  in  the  rapid  growth  of 
cities,  or  what  not,  we  call  it  a  "boom."  The  biggest  boom  that  Kansas  ever  had  in 
the  city  line,  or  perhaps  ever  will  have,  took  place  in  1857.  continuing  into  1858,  The 
causes  of  this  movement  were  too  numerous  and  lengthy  to  be  enumerated  in  detail, 
within  the  time  allotted  to  this  address.  Principally,  however,  a  great  panic  was 
prevailing  in  the  Eastern  States,  and  the  many  persons  failing  there,  strove  to  place 
the  remnants  saved  from  the  wrecks  of  their  fortunes  where  they  would  best  escape 
the  vigilance  of  creditors,  and  at  the  same  time  be  most  remunerative. 

Kansas  having  been  extensively  advertised  through  our  Border  Ruffian  troubles." 
and  by  the  Buchanan-Fremont  campaign  of  1856,  peace  being  at  last  assured  and 
large  and  valuable  bodies  of  public  lands  being  offered  for  sale,  the  rush  of  people 
to  our  Territory  was  most  extraordinary.  Unlike  those  who  had  come  the  three 
preceding  years,  those  who  came  in  1857  were  possessed  of  considerable  means. 

The  result  was  that  both  lands  and  city  lots  —  especially  the  latter — were  in  the 
greatest  demand.  All  sales  were  made  for  cash.  The  older  and  really  more  substan- 
tial cities  and  towns  having  been  sold  and  resold,  and  the  demand  being  still  unsup- 
plied.  new  towns  or  cities  —  everything  was  a  city  then  —  were  being  daily  organized, 
surveyed,  platted  and  sold. 

Lots  or  groups  of  lots  were  seldom  sold.  The  plan  was  almost  universal,  to  issue 
certificates  of  shares  in  the  new  city,  and  sell  the  certificates.  The  city  would  be  di- 
vided into  from  one  hundred  to,  say  four  or  five  hundred  shares  —  according  to  its 
size  and  the  sanguine  temperaments  of  its  founders,  and  each  share  would  represent 
from  two  to  twenty  lots.  The  avidity  with  which  these  certificates  of  shares  in  the 
cities  were  bought,  was  something  startling.  The  standard  average  price  for  city 
shares  was  about  S500  each,  some  favorites,  of  course,  commanding  more,  others, 
perhaps,  less. 

It  was  not  merely  the  new-comers  who  were  enthused,  and  lost  self-control  in  this 
new  city  movement,  but  the  old  settlers  were  equally  infected  and  carried  along  by 
the  tide.  Many  who  had  valuable  properties  in  the  old  and  well-established  towns, 
such  as  Leavenworth,  "Wyandotte,  Lawrence,  Topeka  and  others,  sold  the  same,  and 
with  the  proceeds  bought  certificates  of  shares  in  the  new  cities.  Lj.  the  county  of 
Shawnee  alone.  I  call  to  mind  the  five  cities  of  Avoca,  Canema.  Essex.  Dayton,  and 
Kansapolis — there  were  many  others  —  whose  lots  to-day  are  doubtless  parts  of  some 
fine  corn-field  or  orchard,  and  whose  sites  the  oldest  inhabitant  would  try  in  vain  to 
determine. 

.  To  a  half-dozen  of  the  most  prominent  of  these  cities,  I  wish  to  invite  your  spe- 
cial attention:  Quindaro,  Delaware,  Sumner,  Doniphan,  Palermo,  and  Elwood. 

These  cities  were  organized  almost  simultaneously,  and  their  early  progress  was 
most  extraordinary.  Large  hotels,  and  fine  business  blocks,  and  valuable  stocks  of 
goods,  could  be  found  at  each;  and  the  population  of  each  increased  with  astonish- 
ing rapidity,  especially  when  the  sparseness  with  which  the  Territory  was  then  set- 
tled is  taken  into  consideration.  In  fact.  I  question  whether,  with  our  present  large 
population,  and  the  mania  that  has  again  broken  out  among  our  people  for  the 
building  of  new  towns  — I  say  I  question  whether  any  city  at  the  present  time  has 
been  built  so  thoroughly,  or  has  increased  in  population  so  rapidly,  as  some  of  these 
cities  to  whicli  I  am  now  calling  your  attention. 

Perhaps  their  great  prosperity  is  not  to  be  marveled  at.  when  we  remember  who 
were  the  founders  of  these  cities,  or  who  early  became  their  champions.  The  most 
distinguished  citizen  of  our  Territory  at  that  time,  and  afterwards  Governor  of  our 
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Commonwealth,  and  who  has  been  the  foremost  among  aU  our  peoi)le  for  the  whole 
thirty-one  years  of  our  history,  was  among  the  leading  spirits  of  Quindaro.  A 
Lieutenant-Governor  and  many  others  of  distinction  championed  the  prosperity  of 
Delaware.  A  gentleman  of  wide  literary  fame,  and  who  has  since  honored  both  his 
State  and  the  Nation  upon  the  floor  of  the  United  States  Senate,  was  the  speci'al 
friend  of  Sumner.  The  great  military  chieftain  of  our  Territorial  days,  and  after- 
wards a  distinguished  Senator  in  Congress,  was  the  leader  of  the  hosts  and  of  the 
enterprise  at  Doniphan.  Gentlemen  of  almost  equal  prominence  and  ability  were 
directing  affairs  at  Palermo.  But  it  was  reserved  for  Elwood  to  be  especially  blessed 
with  a  list  of  names  as  its  founders  and  friends,  of  which  any  city  might  well  be 
proud.  One,  afterwards  often  honored  by  his  friends  with  a  seat  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, and  other  civil  offices;  another,  afterwards  a  high  literary  authority  and  an 
accomplished  State  officer;  another,  afterwards  a  distinguished  General  in  the  Union 
Army,  and  subsequently  holding  high  positions  in  the  civil  service  at  New  Orleans: 
another,  afterwards  the  leading  citizen  of  a  neighboring  State,  a  millionaire,  and 
member  of  the  United  States  Senate;  and  still  another,  greater  than  all,  who  after- 
wards held  many  civil  offices,  then  Governor  of  our  State,  and  more  recently  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  a  powerful  but  friendly  empire.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  all  this  great  array  of  talent  and  ability,  the  fates  seemed  to  be 
against  these  cities.  Their  boom''  continued  but  for  a  year  or  two.  and.  like  some 
of  the  other  cities  to  which  I  first  referred,  it  would  be  difficult  to-day  to  determine 
even  the  sites  upon  which  some  of  these  last  named  cities  were  erected. 

As  there  may  be  persons  present  to-night  who  have  never  heard  of  the  cities 
about  which  I  am  speaking,  and  who  do  not  know  where  they  were  located,  and,  as 
the  enthusiastic  exhumists  of  cities,  after  they  shall  have  gotten  through  with 
Pompeii  and  Herculaneum,  and  Babylon,  and  Troy,  and  others  of  the  Old  "World, 
may  want  to  try  their  hands  upon  the  lost  cities  of  this  continent,  it  might  be  well 
for  me  to  state,  that  they  were  all  situated  upon  the  Missouri  river.  Quindaro.  some 
three  miles  above  Wyandotte;  Delaware,  about  half-way  between  Wyandotte  and 
Leavenworth;  Sumner,  four  or  five  miles  below  Atchison:  Doniphan,  as  many  miles 
above  Atchison;  Elwood,  immediately  opposite  the  city  of  St.  Joseph;  and  Palermo, 
about  midway  between  Elwood  and  Doniphan. 

Two  great  causes  contributed  to  bring  about  the  collapse  of  these  cities: 
First,  Being  located  but  a  few  miles  apart,  along  the  Missouri  river,  which  already 
had  upon  its  banks  the  large  and  prosperous  cities  of  Atchison,  Leavenworth  and 
Wyandotte,  they  necessarily  became  rivals,  and  greatly  antagonized  each  other's 
interests. 

SeeomL  They  were  unquestionably  far  in  advance  of  the  times.  The  business  of 
the  Territory,  with  its  small  population,  could  not  sustain  so  many  large  places, 
crowded  into  such  close  proximity. 

Viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  to-day,  and  with  all  the  disastrous  results  before 
us,  it  is  a  matter  of  supreme  regret  to  me,  and  I  doubt  not  to  all  the  people  of  oar 
State,  that  the  great  talents  employed  and  the  large  means  expended  in  building  up 
so  many  antagonistic  cities  on  our  eastern  border,  were  not  combined  to  build  one 
really  great,  magnificent  city  within  the  limits  of  our  State  —  a  city  capable  of  evok- 
ing the  largest  State  pride,  at  which  the  commercial  and  financial  busines-  of  the 
State  might  be  transacted,  and  whose  wealth  would  augment  and  aggrandize  the 
wealth  of  our  own  State,  instead  of  suffering  such  a  city  to  be  built  in  a  neighborLag 
State,  to  exhaust  the  resources  and  drain  the  life-blood  of  all  our  people  for  all  time 
to  come. 

Two  otlier  cities  of  our  Territorial  days  should  claim  our  attention  for  a  moinent 
—  Lecompton  and  Miniieoia.    Both  of  these  cities  had  the  loftiest  aspirations,  each 
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striving  to  be  the  great  political  center  —  the  capital  of  our  great  Commonwealth. 
Nor  were  these  aspirations  by  any  means  groundless,  for  Lecompton  was  chosen  as 
the  capital  by  the  tirst  Legislative  Assembly,  or  what  was  known  as  the  "Border  Ruf- 
fian Assembly,"  w4iile  Minneola  was  chosen  as  the  capital  by  the  Free-State  Legisla- 
tive Assembly,  at  its  first  regular  session.  Soon  after  the  first  of  these  locations. 
Congress  made  an  appropriation  of  SaO.OOO  with  which  to  erect  the  capitol  building 
at  Lecompton,  and  which  was  duly  expended  for  that  purpose. 

After  Kansas  became  a  State,  one  of  the  first  official  acts  of  Governor  Robinson 
was  to  sell  that  capitol  building  at  public  auction,  and  strange  as  it  may  seem,  so 
little  were  capitol  buildings  in  demand  at  that  particular  season,  that  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  only  amounted  to  S216.  I  quote  from  recollection,  but  think  I  am 
correct. 

At  Minneola,  a  large  and  commodious  building  was  erected  for  capital  purposes, 
by  private  enterprise,  and  good  hotels  for  the  accommodation  of  members,  Terri- 
torial ofiicers,  and  others. 

But  they  were  doomed  never  to  be  occupied  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
erected.  The  Legislative  Assembly  which  located  the  capital  at  Minneola,  also  pro- 
vided for  a  Constitutional  Convention,  to  assemble  at  the  same  place.  It  met,  but 
refused  to  entertain  any  motion,  or  do  any  business,  other  than  organize,  and  ad- 
journ to  Leavenworth,  where  the  constitution  designated  by  that  name  was  framed. 

The  fate  of  both  Lecompton  and  Minneola  as  capitals  was  plainly  discerned  from 
the  beginning.  The  political  revolution  then  taking  j»lace  sealed  the  fate  of  the 
former.  The  latter  —  Minneola  —  was  largely  owned  by  the  members  of  the  Assem- 
bly which  located  the  capital  at  that  place.  This  savored  too  much  of  the  job  "  to 
be  tolerated  by  the  people.  Besides,  it  was  forestalling  the  popular  judgment  upon 
so  important  a  matter  as  the  location  of  their  capital.  The  people  became  indig- 
nant. Their  condemnation  was  swift  as  the  lightning  and  as  destructive  as  the 
cyclone.  And  the  prospects  of  Minneola  becoming  a  great  city  quickly 

"  Melted  into  air,  into  tbin  air, 
And  left  not  a  rack  behind." 

To  show  the  feeling  that  was  aroused  upon  this  subject,  I  will  state,  that  during 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  establishing  the  capital  at  Minneola,  in  the  Council  one 
of  the  members  opposed  to  the  location  said:  "I  have  to  say  to  the  friends  of  this 
measure  that,  appropriating  the  language  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  lightning  has  its 
power,  the  tempest  has  its  power,  the  earthquake  has  its  power,  but  there  is  some- 
thing more  powerful  than  the  lightning  and  the  tempest  and  the  earthquake  com- 
bined, and  that  is  public  opinion;  and  public  opinion  will  brand  this  outrage  as  a 
swindle,  and  its  champions  as  swindlers."  "You  are  flattering  yourselves,"  said  he, 
"that  you  are  locating  a  capital.  It  is  a  mistake;  it  will  prove  to  be  simply  a  grave- 
yard, in  which  every  member  who  votes  for  this  bill  will  be  politically  buried." 

The  prediction  was  almost  literally  fulfilled,  for  but  few  of  those  who  voted  for 
the  'plinneola  swindle."  as  it  was  afterwards  called,  were  ever  again  intrusted  by  the 
people  with  public  confidence,  or  public  places. 

This  much,  1  felt,  was  due  to  the  cities  of  our  early  Territorial  days  ;  to  the  cities 
"  that  were,  but  are  not."  To  the  cities,  to  employ  the  language  of  our  spiritualistic 
friends,  which  did  not  fully  materialize;  to  the  cities  of  'o-l,  and  to  the  cities  of  '57. 

Having  said  so  much  concerning  the  cities  of  the  past,  what  shall  I  say,  what  can 
I  say,  concerning  the  cities  of  the  present?  What  should  I  say?  Or  rather,  why 
should  I  say  anything  concerning  them?  Are  they  not  all  there  to  speak  for  them- 
selves? And,  if  they  cannot  s])eak.  have  they  not  all  steadfast  friends  and  stal- 
wart champions  to  speak  for  them?  Aye,  and  if  needs  be,  to  fight  for  them.  Has 
their  light  at  any  time  been  placed  under  a  bushel?    Could  any  description  of  mine 
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do  justice  to  our  cities?  Could  I,  by  painting,  beautify  the  rose?  "Behold  them, 
and  judge  for  yourselves."  There  are  Atchison,  and  Leavenworth,  and  Wyandotte, 
and  Lawrence,  and  Fort  Scott,  and  Ottawa,  and  Topeka,  and  Emporia,  and  Wichita, 
Winfield,  Wellington,  and  Newton,  and  Manhattan,  and  Junction,  and  Salina.  and 
Great  Bend,  and  Hutchinson,  and  Dodge,  and  Garden  City,  and  a  hundred  others 
which  would  exhaust  both  the  poet  and  the  painter,  as  well  as  the  historian,  to  por- 
tray them  in  all  their  effulgent  glories.  What  the'  jewels  are  to  the  crown,  what  the 
stars  are  to  the  firmament,  so  are  our  cities  to  the  broad  and  splendid  domain  of 
our  commonwealth.  And  as  the  stars  give  life  and  light,  and  beauty,  and  glory  and 
effulgence  to  the  sky  above,  so  do  our  cities  give  life  and  light,  and  beauty,  and  glory 
and  effulgence  to  the  earth  beneath. 

ADDRESS  OF  HON.  JAMES  HUMPHEEY. 

Hon.  James  Humphrey,  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Railroad  Com- 
missioners, was  then  introduced,  and  delivered  the  following  address: 

THE  EAILROADS  OF  KA^TSAS. 

If,  at  the  date  of  the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  the  whole 
population  then  existing  upon  her  soil  had  been  so  grouped  as  that  all  her  traflfic  or 
commerce  could  have  been  carried  over  railroads,  four  hundred  miles  of  road  would 
have  been  the  utmost  which  that  traffic  would  have  supported.  At  that  time,  for 
several  reasons.  Kansas  did  not  present  the  most  jjromising  field  for  the  display  of 
railroad  enterprise.  It  was  remote  from  the  far  East,  the  most  populous  regions  of 
the  country,  whence  the  chief  stream  of  immigration  was  expected  to  flow  to  people 
the  West.  The  great  controversy  which  had  lent  stimulus  to  the  tide  of  immigration 
hither  in  the  Territorial  days  had  been  settled,  and  this  inducement  had  ceased  to 
operate.  Besides,  while  sufficient  was  known  to  afford  reasonable  assurance  that  the 
eastern  half  of  the  State  would  sustain  an  agricultural  population,  the  western  half 
was  universally  believed  to  be  subject  to  climatic  conditions  that  rendered  it  insus- 
ceptible to  cultivation.  Yet,  in  that  early  stage  of  the  State's  career,  and  amidst 
,unpropitious  surroundings,  there  were  men  in  Kansas  who  possessed  a  faith  as  to 
her  future  that  was  prophetic,  and  a  courage  that  seemed  the  inspiration  of  the 
wildest  hopes.  There  were  companies  already  incorporated  whose  projects  involved 
the  building  of  1,320  miles  of  railroads  within  the  State,  every  mile  of  which,  and 
486  miles  in  addition,  were  built  within  twelve  years  from  the  date  of  the  act  of  ad- 
mission. Two  of  the  lines  thus  projected  had  penetrated  the  savage  wilds  of  the  far- 
western  border,  disputing  the  hitherto  undisturbed  possession  of  the  red  man  of  that 
comparatively  unknown  country.  These  last  embraced  an  ambition  that  could  not 
be  circumscribed  by  State  lines.  They  were  enterprises  founded  upon  bold  and  far- 
reaching  ideas,  which  sought  to  bind  together  the  material  interests  of  this  State  to 
those  of  the  vast  Territories  beyond,  reaching  out  with  hands  of  steel  to  gather  the 
swelling  traffic  of  mountain  and  plain,  and  pour  over  the  highways  of  this  central 
State  the  commerce  of  half  a  continent.  Those  conceptions  have  reached  a  practi- 
cal realization,  and  railroad  projects  conceived,  commenced  and  matured  in  Kansas, 
have  spread  their  arms  over  intervening  States  and  Territories  to  the  Mexican  line 
and  the  Pacific  main,  and  are  numbered  among  the  gigantic  achievements  of  the 
present  age. 

The  growth  of  that  part  of  the  country  west  of  the  Missouri  river  the  past  quar- 
ter of  a  century  in  population,  business  and  wealth  is  fairly  represented  by  the  de- 
velopment of  its  railroads.  In  all  the  vast  country  now  traversed  by  the  Pacific 
Railroad  systems  there  was  at  the  date  of  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Uni'ui  but 
about  twenty  miles  of  railroads.    At  the  present  time  the  railroad  mileage  in  that 
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territory  exceeds  that  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  by  4.000  miles,  that  of  France 
by  3,000  miles,  and  is  equal  to  the  constructed  railroads  of  the  German  Empire,  be- 
ing in  round  numbers  23.000  miles. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  total  railroad  mileage  of  the  world  at  the  present  time  is 
near  300.000  miles.  Of  this  total.  128,492  miles  are  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  —  only  21.r>0S  miles  less  than  one-half  of  all  the  railroads  on  the  face  of  the 
globe. 

The  railroads  operated  in  this  State,  including  those  portions  of  the  Kansas  sys- 
tem operated  beyond  its  boundaries  in  adjoining  States  and  Territories,  embrace  a 
mileage  of  9,1:17  miles.  These  employ  an  army  of  workmen,  exclusive  of  the  gen- 
eral officers  and  their  immediate  assistants,  of  33.438  men.  or  nearly  one-third  as 
many  as  the  whole  population  of  Kansas  at  the  date  of  its  admission.  At  that  time, 
in  all  the  region  served  by  these  roads,  there  was  but  little  internal  traffic;  that  which 
existed  was  conducted  by  means  of  river  and  teams.  For  the  year  ending  June  St}. 
1885,  the  roads  named  carried  over  their  lines  15,555.395  tons  of  freights,  consisting 
of  grain  and  other  agricultural  products,  flour,  provisions,  manufactures,  animals, 
lumber,  coal,  mineral  products,  merchandise,  etc.  This  enormous  mass  of  freight 
was  hauled  great  distances;  and  when  reduced  to  the  one-mile  unit  it  represents 
2,811,141,071  tons  hauled  one  mile.  If  this  volume  of  freight  had  to  be  moved  by 
the  primitive  means  of  transportation  existing  prior  to  the  advent  of  railroads  over 
the  same  distance,  it  would  require  the  services  of  234.283  men,  and  would  cost  $210.- 
755,126.    The  cost  of  moving  it  over  railroads  was  S42.537. 943.22. 

The  multiplication  of  railroads  over  the  earth's  surface,  which  has  proceeded  at  a 
rapid  rate  the  past  few  years,  and  which  is  still  going  on  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  economizing  and  cheapening  the  methods  of  distribution  of  the  products  of 
land  and  labor  from  place  to  place,  withdrawing  from  unproductive  utilities  an  in- 
creasing proportion  of  the  labor  formerly  absorbed  by  this  species  of  service,  is 
now  being  profoundly  felt  in  every  department  of  productive  industry,  not  in  this 
country  only,  but  all  over  the  civilized  world.  The  cheapening  of  the  process  of 
transportation  reduces  the  prices  of  commodities  and  secures  their  more  equal  dis- 
tribution, and  this  is  an  unmixed  blessing.  The  turning  of  an  immense  increment 
of  labor  from  the  business  of  transportation  to  the  work  of  direct  production,  or 
the  increase  of  material  objects,  involves  the  reduction  of  wages  and  prolits,  and 
this  result  is  justly  contemplated  with  alarm.  The  process  of  eliminating  labor  by 
machinery  will  go  on  increasingly  with  its  concomitant  results  of  lowering  prices, 
wages  and  profits.  The  great  problem  in  political  economy  is  to  maintain  a  just 
relative  equality  in  these  three  elements. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  5,000  miles  of  railroads  in  Kansas,  inclusive  of  side- 
tracks. In  the  eastern  half  of  the  State  for  two  hundred  mUes  west  of  the  east  line, 
there  is  not  a  farm  more  distant  than  twenty  miles  from  a  railroad,  and  not  many 
that  far  distant.  Nearly  every  road  that  has  been  projected  and  built  in  the  Stare 
has  been  pushed  along  faster  than  the  increase  of  population  and  business  seemed 
to  warrant,  yet  ultimately  the  State  caught  up  and  business  came  to  the  support  of 
the  road.  But  this  constant  pushing  out  of  railroad  construction  upon  the  verge  of 
the  frontier  settlements  has  had  the  effect  of  rendering  the  lands  accessible  and 
attractive  to  the  immigrant,  and  has  crowded  the  frontier  with  unexampled  rapidity 
to  the  Colorado  border. 

There  is  no  State  better  equipped  with  railroads  than  Kansas  is  to-day.  Meas- 
ured by  lier  population,  she  has  a  greater  relative  mileage  than  either  of  the  New 
England  or  the  Middle  States;  than  either  of  the  great  States  of  the  West  except 
Iowa  and  Minnesota,  and  her  railroad  facilities  are  equal  to  those  existing  in  the 
last-named  States. 
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It  is  quite  impossible  to  estimate  the  value  to  the  people  of  the  State  of  these 
agencies.  We  who  pioneered  in  Kansas  before  the  advent  of  the  railroad,  have  a 
lively  recollection  of  being  jolted  along  over  rough  roads  five  miles  an  hour  at  the 
rate  of  twelve  cents  per  mile,  and  with  what  longing  we  looked  for  the  arrival  of  the 
mail,  carried  in  the  boot  of  the  coach.  Unless  the  distance  was  too  great,  we  pre- 
ferred to  walk  in  those  days. 

During  the  last  year  the  railroads  of  Kansas  carried  over  their  lines  4.182,810 
passengers,  and  transported  them  an  aggregate  distance  of  161,006.607  miles,  at 
three  cents  per  mile,  and  at  an  average  speed  of  twenty-five  miles  an  hour.  This.  too. 
without  an  accident  resulting  in  the  death  of  a  passenger.  Two  only  were  killed, 
and  these  not  through  train  accidents,  but  by  their  own  carelessness. 

There  are  no  figures  from  which  precise  deductions  can  be  made  as  to  the  amount 
of  business  and  traffic  carried  on  in  the  State  at  the  time  of  its  admission  into  the 
Union,  but  a  pretty  close  approximate  estimate  may  be  made  based  on  analogies, 
and  such  an  estimate  would  be  represented  by  630.000  tons  of  freight  moved,  includ- 
ing surplus  productions  carried  out  and  supplies  brought  in.  I  estimate  from  relia- 
ble data  that  for  the  year  ending  last  June,  the  movement  of  freight  in  Kansas 
amounted  to  6.744,000  tons,  representing  an  increase  of  production,  business  and 
traffic,  of  nearly  eleven-fold  in  twenty-five  years.  The  actual  increase  in  population 
has  been  in  very  nearly  the  same  ratio,  and  assuming  that  400  miles  of  railroads 
■would  have  been  a  proper  proportion  to  the  population  and  business  of  the  State 
twenty-five  years  ago.  it  will  be  seen  that  the  present  mileage  shows  an  increase  but 
slightly  in  advance  of  the  ratio  of  increase  of  traffic  and  population.  If  the  same 
ratio  of  increase  and  growth  were  to  continue,  Kansas  would  double  her  present 
population  and  productive  capacity  within  another  decade.  He  would  be  a  very 
sanguine  man  who  should  expect  such  a  result.  As  the  settlements  recede  from  the 
eastern  border,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  development  will  be  slower,  and  be  attended 
with  greater  difficulty.  It  is,  however,  certain  that  the  eagerness  with  which  cheap 
lands  are  being  sought  for.  and  the  great  tide  of  emigration  that  is  bearing  itself 
westward,  will  rapidly  fill  up  the  remaining  unsettled  portion  of  the  State  with  au 
industriotts  and  enterprising  population.  There  will  be  room  and  business  for  con- 
siderable more  railroad  mileage  in  the  near  future,  not,  however,  for  all  the  chartered 
projects  which  exist  on  paper,  for  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  a  portion  of  the  State 
will  be  needed  for  other  purposes  besides  ground  upon  which  to  plant  railroads. 

Heretofore  there  has  been,  in  their  material  aspects,  a  harmonious  development 
of  the  railroads  of  the  State,  and  the  interests  upon  which  they  must  depend  for 
support;  the  building  of  these  works  has  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  population 
and  the  growth  of  business.  It  will  be  well  for  the  State  if  these  conditions  shall  be 
maintained  in  the  future.  Although  railroads  are  a  good  thing,  and  necessary,  it  is 
possible  to  have  too  many  of  them.  It  is  not  wise  to  invest  in  the  business  of  trans- 
portation or  other  unproductive  utilities  a  larger  capital  than  can  be  reasonably 
supported,  since  these  agencies  must  be  maintained  by  those  industries  that  are 
directly  concerned  with  production.  The  undue  multiplication  of  railroads,  instead 
of  having  the  effect  of  creating  competition  and  reduction  of  rates  of  charges,  as  is 
popularly  supposed,  has  the  contrary  effect  of  forcing  combinations  and  the  mainte- 
nance of  rates.  An  examination  of  railroad  statistics  shows  that  the  rate  of  charge 
made  for  moving  a  ton  of  freight  in  different  parts  of  the  country  bears  a  pretty 
even  ratio  to  the  volume  of  business  done  over  railroads.  It  is  the  lowest  where  the 
volume  of  traffic  is  the  heaviest  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  miles  operated.  In 
the  great  Middle  States  the  rates  are  lowest  and  the  traffic  the  greatest,  both  in 
freight  and  passengers:  the  rate  of  population  to  each  mile -of  railroad  in  those 
States  being  700,  in  Kansas  260.    This  point  can  be  better  illustrated  by  a  compari- 
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son  of  the  railroad  systems  of  Ohio  and  Kansas.  The  railroad  system  of  Ohio,  in- 
clnding  the  mileage  within  the  State,  and  that  which,  though  extending  into 
adjoining  States,  is  operated  in  connection  with  and  forms  a  part  of  the  system  of 
the  State,  embraces  D.205  miles.  The  number  of  miles  of  railroad  in  the  Kansas  sys- 
tem, i.  e.,  the  mileage  in  the  State  and  that  connected  with  it,  though  extending  .be- 
yond its  boundaries,  is  202  miles  in  excess  of  the  mileage  of  the  Ohio  system.  The 
tonnage  carried  over  the  two  systems,  respectively,  is  represented  as  follows:  Over 
the  Ohio  system,  6,373,953,211  tons  hauled  one  mile:  over  the  Kansas  system.  2.811.- 
141,661  tons  hauled  one  mile.  The  relative  pox^ulation  to  mileage  in  Ohio  is  450  to 
each  mile,  190  per  mile  in  excess  of  that  which  obtains  in  Kansas. 

The  rule  that  the  rate  of  charge  upon  railroad  freights  is  very  largely  determined 
by  the  volume  of  traffic  relatively  to  the  number  of  miles  of  road  to  be  operated, 
holds  true  everywhere.  For  example,  the  volume  of  business  done  over  the  English 
railways  is  greater  than  that  carried  over  the  railways  of  Germany,  and  the  rate  is 
correspondingly  lower  in  England,  notwithstanding  the  English  railways  are  capi- 
talized for  §204,000  per  mile,  and  the  German  for  one-half  that  sum,  and  notwith- 
standing the  former  are  owned  and  operated  by  private  companies,  and  the  latter 
by  a  paternal  government. 

The  rmnecessary  multiplication  of  agencies  in  the  work  of  transportation  involves 
increased  expenses  to  be  borne  and  capital  to  be  supported,  and  this  can  only  be 
done  by  maintaining  the  transportation  tax  at  a  higher  rate  than  would  otherwise  be 
necessary.  The  supposition  that  by  this  means  competition  is  stimulated,  is  de- 
lusive, and  is  based  upon  the  notion  that  it  is  the  interest  of  railroads  when  built  to 
engage  in  the  work  of  mutual  destruction.  There  is  no  more  philanthropy  in  the 
motive  that  underlies  the  railroad  than  in  that  which  moves  to  the  building  of  work- 
shops and  the  establishment  of  the  various  industries,  avocations  and  professions. 
Each  supports  his  own  because  it  supports  him.  When  it  is  profitable  to  compete, 
there  will  be  competition,  and  when  it  is  not,  combination  will  rule;  and  as  a  rule  it 
is  more  profitable  to  combine  than  to  compete  when  the  agencies  employed  in  any 
particular  line  are  more  numerous  than  the  business  to  be  done  requires. 

The  rapid  growth  and  development  of  Kansas  — a  growth  that  is  marvelous  even 
among  American  States  —  has  furnished,  and  still  offers  an  inviting  field  for  railroad 
enterprise.  That  railroad  expansion  will  keep  fully  abreast  with  the  advancement 
of  the  State,  we  may  rest  assured;  that  the  railroads  and  the  public  may  cooperate 
harmoniously  to  secure  the  highest  attainable  degree  of  local  prosperity,  is  a  con- 
summation devoutly  to  be  wished. 

ADDRESS  OF  GEX.  D.  W.  WILDER. 

Governor  Robinson  then  introduced  D.  Webster  Wilder,  the  veteran 
editor  and  eminent  historical  writer,  who  delivered  the  following  address: 
THf:  xewspapj:ks  of  Kansas. 

That  saying  of  Governor  Berkeley  has  been  worn  threadbare  by  quotation,  be- 
cause it  shows  the  spirit  of  a  people.  In  1()71,  long  after  books  had  been  printed  in 
Catholic  Mexico  and  Protestant  New  England,  the  Governor  of  Virginia  said:  ••I 
thank  God  we  have  not  free  schools  nor  printing,  and  I  hope  we  shall  not  have  these 
hundred  years."  Virginia  has  255  newspapers  now,  and  Kansas  617.  Her  sous 
brought  revolvers  to  Kansas;  the  revolving  cylinders  brought  here  by  Yankees 
carried  the  lead  on  the  outside,  in  an  impressive  way,  and  were  long-distance,  paper- 
wad  shooters — 1,000  an  hour  at  the  slowest.  "We  made  the  other  kind,  too,  and 
Gatliug  himself  matured  his  inventioir  in  Doniphan  county,  Kansas. 

In  1775,  the  thirteen  American  Colonies  had  thirty-seven  newspapers.  Imperial 
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New  York  had  four — about  the  number  they  now  have  in  Dodge  City.  The  average 
circulation  of  these  three  dozen  colonial  sheets  was  600,  or  the  same  as  that  of  the 
Kansas  papers  of  to-day,  including  the  "patents,"  or  cooperative  and  auxiliary 
papers. 

In  1784,  102  years  ago,  the  first  daily  newspaper  appeared,  the  American  Daily 
Adtertisery  of  Philadelphia.  There  were  only  four  dailies  in  the  country  in  171"'S. 
Kansas  now  has  thirty-two.  In  1800,  the  whole  Union  had  150  papers:  in  181<>,  SO^. 
In  182-4,  when  the  Republic  was  half  a  century  old,  the  whole  country  had  no  more 
newspapers  than  Kansas  has  now.  And  yet  they  say  we  are  a  boastful  people.  "V\'hy, 
so  much  modesty  and  so  much  progress  never  met  before  to  boom  a  State.  Mod- 
esty's "no  name  for  it,"  as  the  saying  goes.  No  young  State  has  ever  equaled 
Kansas  in  the  number  of  its  papers;  none  in  preserving  its  history.  Every  issue  of 
every  paper  in  Kansas  is  bound  and  preserved  by  the  State  Historical  Society. 

Prof.  North  says  the  "American  press  is  the  freest,  the  most  self-reliant,  the  most 
loyal  to  home  and  vicinity  interest  in  the  world."  and  these  traits  our  papers  have 
in  the  superlative  degree — for  we  have  the  most  of  them,  taking  in  all  vicinities. 
Newspapers  are  not  to  be  sneered  at  by  Presidents,  politicians  or  moralists.  The  read- 
ing matter  in  one  issue  of  all  the  papers  and  periodicals  published  in  the  United 
States  is  equal  to  the  contents  of  a  library  of  1,500  octavo  volumes,  of  500  pages 
each.  AU  Kansas  families  have  a  library.  In  1880,  the  mail  matter  passing  through 
all  the  oftlces  in  the  United  States  was  counted,  and  Kansas  led  twenty-three  States. 

In  1885  (last  year),  twenty-eight  States  had  less  newspapers  than  Kansas:  we  are 
the  tenth  in  the  list  headed  by  such  States  as  New  York.  Pennsylvania.  Mas>;%chu- 
setts,  Ohio,  and  Illinois,  but  we  have  gone  higher  in  the  list  every  year;  tweuty-e:gr^t 
States  passed  in  twenty-five  years,  including  the  State  founded  nearly  three  cen- 
turies ago.    The  Central  State  will  "get  there." 

In  18G0,  Kansas  had  27  papers;  in  1870,  97;  in  1880,  347;  in  1SS5.  617.  In  1>S0. 
we  had  20  dailies;  in  1885,  32.  There  are  now  eighty-six  organized  counties:  and 
papers  probably  in  a  hundred.  Before  the  courier  could  reach  the  capital  with  the 
returns,  one  or  two  more  papers  would  be  started.  Do  you  say  that  these  papers 
are  ephemeral  and  transient  ?  Oh,  no !  papers  die,  but  others  are  born,  and  the  number 
is  doubled  every  decade.  "When  the  fever  and  strife  of  immigration  and  early  set- 
tlement have  passed  away,  and  every  county  has  a  stable  population  —  say  in  about 
1900  —  the  papers  will  cease  to  increase  in  numbers,  and  gain  in  size  and  quaMty, 
They  are  now  telling  the  world  where  to  come;  that  part  of  our  mission  will  soor  be 
ended.  The  true  pioneer  looks  forward  to  that  day  of  a  finished  State  with  a  si^ii. 
It  is  such  fun  to  start  new  papers,  to  see  them,  and  to  read  them.  We  have  got  used 
to  it  —  like  the  miner  who  couldn't  go  to  sleep  with  any  satisfaction  unless  there 
was  a  roaring  row  in  the  next  room.    Every  day  I  look  for  new  papers. 

The  Cheyenne  County  Rustler  is  six  months  old;  the  county  is  not  yet  organized. 

The  Sod  House  is  doing  duty  in  snug  quarters  on  the  Cimarron,  in  Ford  county  — 
playing  a  game  of  "  freeze-out,"  as  it  v^ere. 

The  Border  Ruffian,  a  term  originated  by  a  Pro-Slavery  man.  who  still  lives,  is  the 
name  of  a  paper,  now  for  the  first  time,  in  the  unorganized  county  of  Hamilton. 

The  Thomas  Cat,  at  Colby,  preceded  by  about  a  year  the  organization  of  Thomas 
county.  The  New  Y'ork  Sun  has  an  bftice  cat;  our  Cat  has  the  office.  It  is  -  a  n^hrer 
from  way  back,"  and  "whoops  it  up  "  in  a  most  lively  manner. 

The  Buffalo  Chip  was  burned  —  some  years  ago. 

The  newspaper  starter  and  the  killer  — they  are  one — is  a  cheerful  person.  He 
is  a  rustler,  and  keeps  up  the  fun  as  long  as  he  can  pay  for  coal  and  rent:  and  when 
he  dies  his  last  words  are  as  chipper  as  the  first.  He  don't  use  "salutatory"  or  "  vale- 
dictory" when  he  steps  on  to  the  platform  or  when  he  is  "dropped  off,"  but  vl&in 
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United  States  -words — '"Here  we  are,"  "Will  see  you  later,"  and  captions  of  that  sort. 
And  he  has  no  notion  that  the  world  is  going  to  stop,  or  he  himself  cease  to  "bob 
up  serenely,-'  because  his  subscribers  in  Rainbelt  or  Greeley  Center  did  not  come 
down  with  the  dust. 

The  pioneer  Free-State  press  of  Kansas  showed  what  it  was  by  the  enemies  it 
made.  The  Ruffians  destroyed  the  presses — -Judge  Delahay's  at  Leavenworth,  two 
at  Lawrence,  and  all  again  at  Lawrence  when  Quantrill's  assassins  came  in.  The 
Parkville  Luminary,  a  Kansas  paper  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  the  paper  of 
the  staunch  Presbyterians,  George  Parke  and  Frederick  Starr,  was  destroyed.  The 
first  Free-State  paper  in  St.  Joseph,  further  up  the  river,  started  by  our  Doniphan 
county  boys,  and  edited  by  ypur  present  talker,  was  ruined  by  Ruffians  a  few  years 
later,  and  its  owners  left  penniless,  indicted  as  criminals.  Let  those  apologize  who 
come  after  us!    Those  who  were  there  don't  buy  whitewash  brushes. 

"When  your  friend  is  away  from  home  you  want  to  get  a  letter  —  don't  you?  Want 
one  every  day.  And  when  the  letter  comes,  how  happy  you  are;  in  what  a  friendly 
state  of  mind  and  heart!  Well,  that  is  the  paper,  the  weekly  paper  and  the  daily, 
and  that  is  what  they  do  for  the  mind  and  heart  of  Kansas;  they  make  us  pleas- 
ant persons  and  helpful  neighbors. 

Some  men  take  a  paper  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  growl  while  they  read  it. 
and  to  them  the  newspaper  is  a  beneficent  visitor;  if  they  did  not  growl  at  the  paper 
the  wife  and  children  would  be  pouted  at.  But  this  subscriber,  who  reads  the  articles 
aloud,  who  reads  everything  in  the  paper,  and  finds  fault  with  every  line  and  syllable, 
is  one  of  our  best  patrons.  He  really  enjoys  the  paper;  he  would  no  more  miss  a 
number  than  the  constitutional  candidate  would  do  so.  He  calls  promptly  on  the  first 
of  January  and  pays  his  bill  like  a  little  man.  saying  the  while,  "Your  blamed  paper 
gets  worse  and  worse  every  year,  but  my  wife  wants  to  see  it,  and  long  as  we  take  it 
I'm  blamed  if  I  don't  pay  for  it.'' 

The  Congressional  Globe,  of  Wednesday,  January  30,  1861,  under  the  sub-head, 
"Messages  from  the  President,''  announced  the  approval  of  "An  act  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Kansas."  The  Globe  was  a  paper  that  recorded  the  talk  of  others,  but  made 
no  talk  on  its  own  account;  and  yet,  on  this  occasion,  the  Globe  said:  "The  an- 
nouncement of  the  approval  of  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Kansas  was  received 
with  slight  applause  on  the  floor  and  in  the  galleries."  That  little  ripple  of  applause, 
begun  on  the  Potomac,  has  been  gradually  deepening  and  broadening  until  it  is  now 
a  tidal  wave  of  joy,  good-cheer  and  enthusiasm,  flooding  the  whole  earth. 

Kansas  is  the  child  of  the  North,  not  of  the  Union;  the  Union  was  her  enemy 
until  she  made  it.  And  she  is  the  child  of  the  newspapers.  Before  we  had  an  influ- 
ential press,  the  editors  Horace  Greeley,  Joseph  Medill.  Chas.  A.  Dana,  Dr.  Ray, 
Henry  Ward  Beecher,  John  Wentworth,  Chas.  T.  Congdon,  Wm.  C.  Bryant,  Parke 
Godwin,  the  aggressive  Republican  editors  of  the  North,  made  our  cause  their  own, 
fought  for  us,  raised  money  for  us.  and  sent  us  men,  clothing  and  rifles.  During 
the  darkest  days  of  '56,  Greeley  published  daily  in  the  Tribune  a  Kansas  fund:  it 
reached  more  than  §20.000.  and  was  one  of  the  newspaper  gifts  to  us.  The  present 
was  repeated  during  the  drouth  of  18G0.  These  gifts  from  so  many  persons,  like 
Gerrit  Smith,  George  L.  Stearns  and  Horace  B.  Claflin,  saved  the  life  of  Kansas,  and 
made  us  a  kindly,  charitable  people  —  saved  us  from  ruffians  and  from  locust  plagues, 
and  taught  us  to  pay  back  in  kind  when  other  people  were  afiiicted.  Now  Kansas  sends 
money  to  yellow  fever  Memphis,  to  inundated  Cincinnati,  to  burned  Boston  and 
Chicago,  and  to  suffering  Ireland  and  Germany.  The  Kansas  editor's  long  ears  are 
joked  about,  but  they  do  not  flap  above  his  head  without  hearing  the  cry  of  distress 
raised  anywliere  on  God's  green  earth.    A  kindly  jjeopie,  these  to  whom  so  much 
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was  given;  good  to  each  other,  good  to  foreigners;  and  the  evangel  to  spread  the 
ghid  tidings  and  to  put  the  red  bhjod  of  love  into  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

High  upon  the  roll  of  writers  for  Kansas  must  ever  remain  the  names  of  two  ed- 
itors and  brave  men  who  had  no  papers — >yilliam  A.  Phillips,  correspondent  (^f  the 
New  York  Tribune,  and  James  Redpath,  of  the  St.  Louis  Democrat  and  of  the  B<.*sron 
press.  Phillips,  a  Scotchman,  Redpath,  an  Englishman,  but  both  Kansas  men  in 
the  heart;  much  abused  once  as  foreigner^,  they  have  made  bright  American  names. 

The  Kansas  man  may  be  born  anywhere,  of  any  race  or  color;  he  makes  good  his 
abstract  of  title,  and  secures  his  heritage  when  he  comes  to  Kansas.  Though  blind 
in  both  eyes,  his  heart  will  lead  him  here,  if  he  is  a  Kansas  man. 

He  might  have  been  a  Rooshun,  a  Spaniard,  or  a  Prooshun,  or  an  Italian,  but  in 
spite  of  all  temptations,  to  belong  to  other  nations,  he  is  a  Kansas  man!  They  are 
all  glad  to  get  here,  and  they  can't  see  each  other  too  often.  From  the  first  of  July 
to  the  first  of  January  there  are  institutes,  fairs,  reunions,  grand  lodges,  conventions, 
associations  —  six  months  of  sociability — the  glad  and  happy  meetings  of  Kansas 
men  and  women. 

.  "  That  which  binds  us,  friend  to  friend, 
Is  that  soul  with  soul  can  blend. 
Soul-like  were  the  days  of  yore: 
Let  us  walk  lu  soul  once  more." 

It  is  the  meeting  together,  hand  to  hand,  eye  to  eye;  the  warm  sympathy  of 
brotherhood.  And.  when  we  can't  meet,  we  read  the  report  of  the  last  meeting,  in 
the  paper,  and  the  call  for  the  next  meeting  in  the  pay^er.  The  paper  binds;  stronger 
than  iron  are  paper  wheels,  ^"hen  tlie  paper  does  not  come  around  at  its  accustomed 
hour,  then  the  Kansas  man  bursts  forth  in  the  words  of  Pope: 

"Lo,  thy  dread  empire,  Chaos,  reappears!" 
Who  wants  to  be  alone?    Solitude  is  a  prison.    Kansas  talks,  and  writes,  and  reads, 
and  advertises. 

"In  civilized  epochs,"  says  Michelet,  "men  write  histories,  in  barbarous  days  they 
act  them."  First.  John  Brown,  then  John  Ingalls.  The  barbarous  age  was  brave  and 
risked  its  life.  Trot  out  any  kind  of  an  age  —  beginning,  middle,  or  end  —  and  the 
Kansas  man  —  king  of  men  —  vaults  into  the  saddle. 

"  We  are  the  Ancients  of  the  earth, 
And  in  the  raorning  of  the  times." 

And  when  some  outsider  meddles  with  our  kettle  of  fish,  he  is  made  to  exclaim  with 
Byron:  '"Methinks  I  have  lived  in  some  olden  time,  and  that  this  is  hell  —  the  best 
that  it's  not  eternal!" 

The  Kansas  editor,  going  to  a  new  field,  with  a  ''patent  outside  and  a  shirt-tail 
full  of  type,"  as  Prentis  has  it,  makes  a  name  in  that  county  and  State  that  will  live 
while  the  world  turns  round.  The  millionaire,  when  he  dies,  is  cut  off  from  his 
money;  he  '"gets  left." 

All  that  editing  could  do  for  Kansas  was  done  by  Editor  Greeley.  The  overt  act 
was  done  by  John  Brown.  Through  his  own  blood  he  obtained  the  Territorial  and 
National  redemption.  ""And  almost  all  things  are  by  the  law  cleansed  with  blood; 
and  without  shedding  of  blood  is  no  remission."  Captain  Brown  was  quite  other 
than  an  editor  —  was  the  only  personage  who  has  trodden  these  prairies  and  lived  iu 
our  cabins  who  bore  about  with  him  a  divine  message  and  mission.  When  our  people 
build  statues,  Brown  and  Greeley  will  enter  the  pantheon  —  the  doer  of  the  word  -dud 
its  predicter  and  recorder.  The  greatest  editor,  though  he  creates  or  embodies  the 
spirit  and  purpose  of  a  period,  is  not  equal  to  the  executive  mind  of  a  Lincoln,  or 
to  the  -pritphetic  and  divinely-driven  Osawatomie  Brow^n.  If  Brown  was  insane,  then 
he  was  also  sacred,  as  the  ancients  had  it.  Some  university  professors,  who  tt)ok 
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only  a  partial  course  in  the  humanities,  think  that  Lincoln  and  Brown  were  failures; 
but  their  ads.  are  marked  *' tf ."  for  the  ages;  and  were  paid  for  in  advance,  in  sacri- 
ficial blood — an  expensive  offering;  it  ''comes  high,"  and  is  not  appreciated  bv 
pedants;  no  pedant  has  ever  spent  a  drop  of  it,  and  he  does  not  know  it  when  he 
sees  it. 

It  may  be  remarked  in  passing,  that  it  took  two  decades  —  from  1863  to  18S5  —  for 
Quantrill  to  receive  an  honorary  mantle  of  whitewash.  No  Kansas  editor  held  the 
brush;  the  oldest  Kansas  editor,  who  will  speak  to  you  to-day,  may  not  have  en- 
joyed the  picture,  for  two  sons  of  John  Speer  were  murdered  by  Quantrill,  and  their 
bodies  burned  to  ashes.  But,  as  Mr.  Toots  said,  ''it's  of  no  consequence."  The 
"revaluation"  of  history  is  of  more  importance. 

The  man  who  has  the  biggest  chance  to  talk  to  people,  without  any  possibility  of 
a  reply,  is  the  barber,  and  that  is  the  reason  that  he  is  a  barber.  If  you  talk  back 
to  a  barber  you  cut  your  own  throat.  For  a  similar  reason  men  become  editors. 
They  want  to  write.  If  any  man  talks  back  he  cuts  his  own  throat,  in  full  view  of 
the  public.  And  the  editor  sleeps  well  that  night.  "Ought  to  have  known  better 
than  to  write  a  card,"  he  smiles  in  his  dreams. 

We  can  get  along  without  rain  and  enjoy  it;  make  fun  of  the  rain,  and  say  ix 
don't  amount  to  much;  but  Kansas  cannot  get  along  without  newspapers,  and  lots 
of  them.  The  press  is  the  iron,  the  editor  the  blood;  they  are  the  first  things  on 
every  town  site.  The  editor  is  harmless;  sometimes  instructive  and  amusing.  He 
invents  words  and  phrases  for  us,  and  fills  the  place  of  the  Homeric  balladist  and 
the  middle-age  troubadours.  The  editor  is  usually  insolvent,  but  his  paper  is  the  uni- 
versal solvent — thaws  the  ice  and  dissolves,  not  devours,  the  fluids  in  all  societies 
which  it  enters.  It  is  the  good-natured  man,  who  makes  every  person  feel  at  ease 
soon  as  he  comes  into  the  room.  Jack  Downing.  George  Isbell,  Eugene  Ware.  Xoble 
Prentis,  Ham.  Dennis,  BUI  Hutchison,  George  McLane,  Sol.  Miller,  Jim  Steele. 
Henry  King,  Ed.  Howe,  Aleck  Butts — Kansas  has  never  passed  an  instant  without 
the  wit,  humor,  originality,  quaintness,  of  these  peculiar  men  of  genius.  It  was 
thought  that  prohibition  would  be  fatal  to  them,  but  they  are  its  most  taking  and 
attractive  friends.  They  take  that  dry  drink  and  turn  it  into  a  healthful  and  spark- 
ling champagne.  We  have  prohibition  because  we  want  to  save  the  boys  —  want  to 
save  the  boys  —  they  are  too  good  to  lose.  The  best  society  is  "over  there;"  called 
up  because  they  are  the  brightest;  but  we  who  have  Kansas  to  live  in  find  such 
earthly  attractions  around  us  that  there  is  one  procession  that  we  do  not  join  with 
unseemly  alacrity.  We  believe  in  the  procession,  have  a  pass,  and  like  the  lay-out 
up  there — but  Kansas  is  going  to  be  very  lively  in  the  spring-  It  is  different  in 
Texas.  Whisky  is  a  remedial  measure  down  there,  in  that  climate,  and  with  that 
citizenship. 

Suppose  Alabama  should  sit  down  to  the  game  with  us  now!  The  old  lady  would 
not  know  what  cards  were  out;  would  not  know  what  to  lead.  Bless  her  old  soul,  she 
never  wiU  know!  It  is  too  late  for  her  to  take  a  hand  in  the  game.  It  is  short  whist 
now;  two  hands  as  one,  with  Kansas  heads  behind  them.  Many  a  year  i.s  in  its 
grave,  Alabama,  since  your  long-haired  sons  came  up  here  and  tried  to  turn  these 
prairies  into  a  slave-and-lash-plantation  —  years  of  decay  and  death  to  you.  of  life 
and  growth  for  us.  The  books  were  closed  at  Montgomery,  five-and-twenty  years 
ago.  The  Rebel  Government  was  formed  in  your  town  just  ten  days  after  the  day 
wo  celebrate — after  Kansas  marched  into  the  Union  and  made  the  stars  and  stripes 
the  banner  of  the  free. 

The  editor  sometimes  closes  his  remarks,  but  he  never  takes  his  seat.  Eising 
with  the  sun  and  fulh)wing  the  hours,  his  lead  pencil  encircles  the  earth  with  a  con- 
tinuous column  of  notes  and  news.    Kansas,  at  twenty-five,  has  as  many  papers  as  the 
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country,  starting  in  1607,  had  in  1825,  after  two  centuries.  That  is  the  time  it  took 
the  Colonies  and  the  United  States  to  catch  up  with  Kansas.  "We  don't  blow,  brag  or 
bluster,  but  that  is  the  cold  fact.  Kansas  has  only  made  a  beginning.  A  thousand 
years  scarce  serve  to  form  a  state.  Her  papers  have  been  brave,  true,  hopeful,  help- 
ful, like  the  people  they  represent.  As  the  years  go  by,  they  will  be  abler,  richer,  but 
never  more  representative  of  the  people  than  they  have  been  in  the  pioneer  period. 
Let  us  hope  that  the  big  and  rich  papers  of  the  future  will  make  as  brave  a  fight  for 
equal  rights,  for  sound  morals,  for  manly  men  and  noble  women. 

The  New  York  Tribune  of  Tuesday,  January  29,  1861,  copied  from  the  Rome 
(Georgia)  Courier  a  poem  beginning  in  this  way: 

"Come,  Mr.  Greelej-,  cotise  to  the  South  — 
The  land  you  have  lied  and  re-lied  on. 
You  can  lower  your  chin,  and  open  your  mouth, 
When  your  neck  strains  the  rope  you're  tied  on. 

"Bring  old  Granny  Giddings,  and  blustering  Hale, 
Fred.  Douglass,  and  Henry  Ward  Beecher, 
And  Negro-thief  Hyatt,  from  Washington  jail, 
And  Sumner,  the  Devil's  own  preacher." 

The  Tribune  of  that  morning,  our  Tribune,  our  Greeley,  contained  the  following 
editorial  paragraph: 

s3  /^The  House  yesterday  passed  the  Senate  bill  for  the  admission  of  Kansas,  which 
thus  becomes  the  thirty-fourth  State  of  the  Union,  and  the  nineteenth  Free  State. 
This  act  not  only  or>portunely  adds  to  the  Confederation  a  sound  and  loyal  member, 
untainted  by  the  pestiferous  blight  of  Slavery,  but  does  rightful  though  tardy  justice 
to  a  State  which  has  suffered  for  live  years  greater  wrongs  and  outrages  from  Fed- 
eral authority  than  all  the  Slave  States  togetiier  have  endured  since  the  beginning  of 
the  Government,  even  if  their  own  clamor  about  imaginary  oppression  be  admitted 
as  well-founded. 

"The  present  generation  is  too  near  to  these  events  to  see  them  in  their  true  pro- 
portions, but  in  the  future,  in  impartial  history,  the  attempt  to  force  Slavery  upon 
Kansas,  and  the  violations  of  law.  of  order,  and  of  personal  and  political  rights, 
that  were  perpetrated  in  that  attempt,  will  rank  amqng  the  most  outrageous  and 
flagrant  acts  of  tyranny  in  the  annals  of  mankind.''    j  , 


evening;  meeting. 

Col.  Daniel  R.  Anthony,  President  of  the  State  Historical  Society,  pre- 
sided during  the  evening  exercises.  At  the  opening  of  the  meeting  he  read 
the  names  of  persons  from  whom  letters  had  been  received  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements  in  response  to  invitations  to  attend  the  meeting. 
Colonel  Anthony  then,  in  a  brief  address,  congratulated  the  audience  and 
the  people  of  Kansas  on  the  strides  which  had  been  made  in  the  growth  and 
prominence  of  the  State  in' the  twenty-five  years  of  its  existence.  It  had  been 
his  privilege,  twenty-iive  years  ago  to-day,  to  carry  on  horseback  from 
Leavenworth  to  the  Territorial  LegisLature,  then  in  session  at  Lawrence, 
intelligence  of  the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union.  At  an  earlier  date, 
in  August,  1854,  he  had  arrived  at  Lawrence  as  a  member  of  the  first  partv 
which  came  to  Kansas  under  the  auspices  of  the  New  Eno-land  Emio-rant 
Aid  Society.  He  came  to  lielp  to  make  Kansas  a  Free  State.  He  came 
because,  under  the  teachings  of  Garrison,  Sumner,  Gerrit.  Smith,  and  Thad. 
Stevens,  he  had  been  brought  up  to  detest  Shivery,  and  to  detest  the  methods 
by  which  the  political  Slave  Pow^ir  of  the  country  was  seeking  to  rob  this 


218 


STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


free  Government  of  its  birthright  of  free  territory,  and  to  blast  it  with  the 
■svithering  curse  of  Human  Slavery.  Through  the  Territorial  period  he  was 
a  witness  of  the  struggle  which  culminated  in  the  triumph  of  free  prin- 
ciples, in  the  admission  of  Kansas  under  the  Wyandotte  Constitution, 
on  the  29th  of  January,  18G1.  Simultaneous  with  the  occurrence  of  that 
event,  he,  with  General  Web.  Wilder  and  others,  had  succeeded  in  estab- 
lishing a  Free-State  newspaper  at  Leavenworth,  The  Leavemvorth  Daily 
Conservative.  It  was  an  extra  of  that  paper  which  he  was  enabled  to  take 
with  him  to  Liawrence  to  announce  to  the  Territorial  Legislature  the  sign- 
ing of  the  act  of  admission.  Everywhere  in  the  Territory  the  rejoicing  of 
the  people  was  intense.  At  Leavenworth  the  old  cannon,  *'Kickapoo,"  was 
placed  upon  the  esplanade,  and  loaded  with  copies  of  the  "bogus  statutes 
and  they  were  fired  across  the  river  into  Missouri,  or  as  far  in  that  direction  as 
gunpowder  would  carry  them.  It  is  now  in  every  way  appropriate  that  the 
people  of  Kansas  should  meet  to  rejoice  in  the  fact  that  the  State  has,  in  its 
first  twenty-five  years,  achieved  a  distinction  worthy  the  trials  and  sacrifices 
of  its  founders. 

ADDRESS  OF  LIEUTENA^'T  GOVERNOR  A.  P.  RIDDLE. 

Colonel  Anthony  then  introduced  Hon.  A.  P.  Riddle,  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  who  delivered  the  following  historical  address : 

THE  SENATE  OF  KANSAS. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  The  force  of  custom  compels  me  to  sav. 
as  all  other  speakers  say,  that  it  is  with  great  reluctance  that  I  appear  here  in  re- 
sponse to  the  invitation  of  your  committee,  to  address  you  upon  the  subject  of 
"The  Senate  of  the  State  of  Kansas;"  but  I  am  almost  tempted  to  rejoice  at  the  op- 
portunity afforded  to  me  to  in  part  revenge  myself  upon  the  honorable  Senators  for 
days  of  eloquence  with  which  they  have  deluged  me;  for,  unlike  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  more  numerous  body  of  our  State  Legislature,  I  am  debarred  from  the  priv- 
ilege of  addressing  the  body  over  which  I  have  the  honor  to  preside.  I  hope  they 
will  be  as  orderly  under  the  infliction  they  are  about  to  suffer  as  it  is  possible  for 
them  to  be,  and  not  interrupt  the  proceedings  by  appeals  to  the  chair,  or  to  *•  ask 
the  gentleman  a  question.'' 

The  subject  assigned  to  me  is  one  upon  which  I  feel  myself  incompetent  to  do 
justice  in  the  short  time  at  my  command.  I  can  but  briefly  allude  to  a  few  of  the 
most  striking  ponits. 

The  AYyaudotte  Constitution,  framed  in  ISoi),  under  which  the  State  was  ad- 
mitted, provided  that  Topeka  should  be  the  temporary  seat  of  government.  Pursu- 
ant to  proclamation  of  the  Governor,  the  first  Legislature  assembled  at  12  o'clock, 
noon,  on  March  26,  1861.  The  Senate  met  in  the  third  story  of  what  was  then  called 
the  Ritchie  block,  corner  of  Sixth  street  and  Kansas  avenue,  where  Rowley's  drug 
store  now  stands.  The  House  met  in  the  Congregational  church.  The  Governor's 
oflQce  was  in  a  room  on  the  second  floor,  immediately  under  the  Senate  chamber. 
This  building  was  burned  in  1870. 

The  Senate  was  called  to  order  by  the  first  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State, 
Joseph  P.  Root,  of  Wyandotte.  Mr.  Root  was  a  native  of  ^Lassachusetts,  came  to 
the  State  during  the  time  of  the  border  troubles,  was  several  times  a  member  of  the 
Territorial  Council,  was  a  member  of  the  Topeka  Constitutional  Convention,  and  a 
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delegate  to  the  lirst  Republican  convention  ht-ltl  in  tlu' State,  at  Osawatomie.  in  1S.'>9. 
and  which  was  addressed  by  Horace  GreeU-y.  was  subsequently  a  surgeon  in  the 
army,  and  United  States  Minister  to  Chili,  lie  diid  during  the  past  year,  at  his 
home  in  Wyandotte. 

There  were  twenty-hve  members  of  tliat  llrst  Si'nate.  They  were  mostly  chosen  from 
among  those  responsible  for  the  existence  of  the  young  State  under  whose  Consti- 
tution they  had  assembled.  The  greater  number  were  inimigrants  of  '56  —  men  who 
come  here  under  the  impulse  of  the  anti-slavery  agitiition,  whose  purpose  was  to  assist 
the  Free-State  cause.  In  this  respect  they  diiTered  from  the  immigrants  of  later 
years,  whose  ruling  motive  was  a  desire  to  better  their  own  circumstances.  It  is  a 
remarkable  fact  that  very  few  of  the  immigrants  of  ',">G  ever  became  wealthy. 
Those  who  are  yet  living  are  nearly  all  poor  men.  and  except  as  their  names  are 
connected  with  the  events  of  the  Free-State  troubles,  most  of  them  have  been  for- 
gotten. 

Among  the  members  of  that  first  Senate  was  Thomas  A.  Osborn,  then  of  Doni- 
phan county,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  at  that  time  but  twenty-four  years  of  age. 
One  of  the  first  indications  of  his  coming  greatness  of  which  I  can  find  any  trace  in 
our  history,  is  that,  while  foreman  of  the  Hrrald  of  Freedom  at  Lawrence,  he  had 
ably  filled  the  editor's  chair  during  a  temporary  absence  of  his  chief.  This  was  in 
1858.  Soon  afterward  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Territorial  Council  from  the 
First  District.  Subsequent  to  his  service  as  a  member  of  the  first  Senate,  he  was 
elected  the  second  Lieutenant  Governor:  he  was  ai)j)ointed  United  States  Marshal 
for  the  District  of  Kansas,  in  18()4.  became  Governor  in  1873,  and  subsequently  served 
his  country  creditably  as  United  States  Minister  to  Chili,  and  afterward  in  the  same 
capacity  to  Brazil.  That  he  escaped  drowning  by  shipwreck  on  his  return  home 
from  that  country,  we  hope  does  not  have  the  grim  significance  alluded  to  in  llie 
Tempest. 

Another  member  of  that  Senate  was  John  A.  Martin,  then,  as  now,  of  Atchison 
county,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  but  twenty-three  years  of  age.  He.  too. 
received  his  first  lessons  in  statecraft  in  tiiat  great  school,  the  print  shop.  After 
one  year's  service  he  resigned,  to  enter  the  army.  That  Senator  Martin  subse- 
quently earned  a  Colonel's  commission,  and  more  lately  became  Governor  of  the 
State,  are  facts  now  become  a  part  of  well-known  history. 

The  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Senator  Martin,  was  filled  by  the 
election  of  John  J.  Ingalls,  who  up  to  this  time  had  been  Secretary  of  the  body  of 
which  he  was  chosen  a  member.  He  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  but  twenty-six 
years  of  age,  a  lawyer  by  profession:  but  having  served  for  three  years  in  the  sanc- 
tum of  the  Atchison  Champion,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  achieved  subsequent  dis- 
tinction, and  is  now  serving  his  State  for  the  third  terra  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  is  enjoying  the  reputation  of  having  been  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
contributors  to  the  Kansas  Magazine. 

P.  P.  Elder  was  Senator  from  Franklin  county,  and  has  many  times  since  been  a 
member  of  the  Legislature,  and  was  once  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  once  President  of  the  Senate. 

S.  N.  Wood,  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  active  of  the  Free-State  settlers,  repre- 
sented the  Thirteenth  District,  then  the  most  western  in  the  State,  his  residence 
being  at  Council  Grove.  He,  too.  has  been  somewhat  addicted  to  the  newspaper  busi- 
ness, and  he,  too,  has  figured  in  politics  for  a  considerable  share  of  his  spare  time 
since  '61,  and  was  at  one  time  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Samuel  Lappin  was  Senator  from  Nemaha,  subsequently  became  State  Treasnrer; 
has  been  the  theme  of  much  newspaper  writing,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Norton 
county. 
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Otis  B.  Gunn,  of  ^Yyandotte,  Senator  from  the  Eighth  District,  was  afterward 
Major  of  the  10th  Kansas,  and  more  lately  one  of  the  earliest  organizers  of  what  is 
now  the  greatest  cDrporation  in  the  State,  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  Company. 

J.  C.  Burnett,  Senator  from  the  Ninth  District,  hailed  from  the  old  town  of 
Marmaton,  in  Bourbon  county.  He  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  a  lawyer,  fhirty-five 
years  of  age,  and  had  previously  been  a  member  of  the  Wyandotte  Convention. 
He  is  now  employed  in  the  oiiice  of  the  State  Treasurer. 

E.  P.  Bancroft,  who  represented  the  Twelfth  District,  Emporia  being  his  home, 
was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  32  years  of  age.  This,  I  believe,  is  the  first  instance 
where  that  truthful  and  nseful  class  of  citizens  known  as  land  agents,  was  repre- 
sented in  the  Legislature.  Mr.  Bancroft  was  nominated  for  Lieutenant  Governor  . 
under  the  Leavenworth  Constitution  in  1853,  Subsequent  to  his  service  as  Senator,  he 
served  in  the  army,  attaining  the  rank  of  Major  in  the  Ninth  Kansas.  For  many 
years  he  was  prominent  in  the  politics  of  the  State,  and  has  seen  much  service  in 
the  newspaper  field.  The  seat  of  Senator  Bancroft  was  one  of  those  declared  va- 
cant on  March  1,  18G2,  because  he  had  accepted  a  commission  in  the  volunteer  ser- 
vice. Mr.  Bancroft,  as  secretary  of  the  town  company,  also  made  the  first  map  of 
what  is  now  the  great  city  of  Wichita. 

John  F.  Broadhead,  Senator  from  the  Ninth  District,  lived  in  Mound  City,  came 
from  New  York,  and  was  a  lawyer.  He  afterwards  served  as  Captain  in  the  Tenth 
Kansas.  His  was  one  of  the  seats  declared  vacant  on  March  1,  18G2.  In  subsequent 
sessions  of  the  Legislature  he  appears  as  a  farmer  —  one  of  the  many  indications 
handed  down  to  us  by  history  to  show  that  '"practicing  at  the  law"  was  not  always 
profitable,  and  that  the  peaceful  pleasures  of  the  farm  afford  allurements  which  even 
lawyers  at  times  must  yield  to. 

Samuel  D.  Houston,  of  Manhattan,  Senator  from  the  Fourth  District,  was  a 
farmer,  hailing  from  Ohio.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  first  Territorial  House 
of  Rspressatativei.  and  was  a  member  of  the  Wyandotte  Convention. 

At  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature,  the  Senate  assembled  at  the  same  pilace, 
on  January  14,  18t)2.  Some  changes  had  occurred  in  the  Benate  by  this  tinae.  Qiie 
of  these,  the  election  of  Ingalls,  has  already  been  alluded  to.  Another  change  was  the 
election  of  Cyrus  K.  Hollid.ay,  one  of  the  founders  of  Topeka.  During  Territorial 
days  he  was  several  times  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  a  prominent  man  in 
Free-State  circles.  He  was  afterwards  Adjutant  General,  and  his  report  for  1864 
contains  an  ably  written  history  of  the  Price  Raid.  He  has  since  been  a  member  of 
the  Legislature,  and  has  filled  other  political  trusts.  He  is  now  probably  the  most 
wealthy  and  prominent  railroad  magnate  of  Kansas. 

In  1862  the  Topeka  Town  Company  offered  the  State  twenty  acres  of  land  on 
which  to  build  a  Capitol,  which  offer  was  accepted. 

On  June  2,  1862,  the  Senate  met  as  a  court  of  impeachment  for  the  trial  of 
Charles  Robinson,  Governor,  John  W.  Robinson,  Secretary  of  State,  and  George  S. 
Hillyer,  Auditor  of  State.  Upon  the  assembling  of  the  Senate.  Stephen  A.  Cobb 
became  a  member  of  the  Senate  as  successor  to  Otis  B.  Gunn.  Mr.  Cobb's  first  ad- 
vent into  Kansas  politics,  was  as  editor  of  the  Wyandotte  department  of  the  Quin- 
daro  Tribune.  Mr.  Cobb  also  served  in  the  Senate  of  186'J,  and  saw  service  in  the 
army.  He  was  subsequently  member  of  Congress  from  the  Second  District,  and  is 
now  dead.  The  impeachnient  trial,  for  which  the  Senate  assembled  at  this  time, 
was  on  account  of  alleged  illegal  sale  of  State  bonds.  Governor  Robinson  was  ac- 
quitted, but  the  others  were  convicted,  and  removed  from  oflice.  The  Secretary  of 
State  died  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  on  December  11,  1868,  being  then  Surgeon  of  the  Sec- 
ond Kansas.  It  has  been  said  of  hiui  that  he  was  the  only  Kansas  politician  who 
ever  died  of  a  broken  heart. 
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For  the  session  of  the  Legislature  which  assembled  January  13th,  18C3,  the  Senate 
still  occupied  the  room  in  the  Ritchie  block.  Thomas  A.  Osborn  was  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor and  President  of  the  Senate. 

Of  this  Senate,  Gen.  W.  H.  M.  Fishback,  of  Johnson  county,  was  a  member.  He 
is  best  remembered  by  many  of  the  old  settlers  on  account  of  the  Indian  story  hav- 
ing reference  to  his  title. 

David  P.  Lowe,  then  of  Linn  county,  but  afterward  of  Bourbon,  was  another  mem- 
ber. He  subsequently  became  District  Judge,  then  member  of  Congress,  and  after- 
wards Judge  for  the  Territory  of  Utah.    He  is  now  dead. 

Another  member  was  Solomon  Miller,  of  Doniphan  county.  Mr.  Miller  was  a 
member  of  the  first  House  of  Representatives,  and  has  several  times  since  been  a 
member  of  the  State  Senate,  and  is  a  member  of  the  present  Senate.  He  also  en- 
joys the  distinction  of  j>uWishing  the  oldest  newspaj^er  in  the  State,  the  celebrated 
Chief,  for  many  years  published  at  White  Cloud,  but  now  at  Troy. 

D.  M.Valentine,  then  of  Franklin  county,  was  a  member.  In  1864  he  was  elected 
Judge  of  the  Fourth  Judicial  District,  and  in  1868  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  a  position  he  has  ever  since  held. 

John  Francis,  of  Olathe,  was  Secretary. 

On  March  2,  1863,  a  law  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  enter  into  contracts  with  certain  parties  to  erect  buildings  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  Legislature  and  State  ofiicers.  Under  this  arrangement,  the 
buildings  called  "State  House  Row,''  on  Kansas  avenue,  were  erected.  The  State 
officers  moved  in  on  December  25th,  1863.  and  the  Legislature  first  met  there  in  l6^"A. 
This  building  was  used  six  years. 

The  Legislature  of  186i  met  on  January  12th,  the  Senate  occupying  the  room 
known  as  ''Constitution  Hall."  Among  the  Senators*  names  are  those  of  Sol.  Miller, 
of  Doniphan;  C.  G.  Foster,  of  Atchison,  now  United  States  District  Judge;  Byron 
Sherry,  W.  H.  M.  Fishback,  David  P.  Lowe,  D.  M.  Valentine,  and  S.  M.  Strickler. 

The  Senate  of  1865  met  in  the  same  place,  and  James  McGrew  was  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  President  of  the  Senate.  Some  of  the  members  were  A.  Danford* 
afterwards  Attorney  General;  C.  V.  Eskridge.  D.  W.  Houston,  Daniel  H.  Horne,  one 
of  Topeka's  earliest  friends,  and  lately  removed  to  California;  James  F.  Legate,  for 
many  years  one  of  the  most  "rampageous''  figures  in  Kansas  politics,  and  now  en- 
joying the  emoluments  of  a  land  office  in  the  far  Northwest. 

James  McGrew,  of  Wyandotte,  was  President  of  the  Senate  for  the  session  of 
1866.  Some  of  the  members  were  D.  B.  Emmert,  C.  V.  Eskridge,  D.  W.  Houston,  D. 
H.  Horne,  J.  F.  Legate,  and  Sol.  Miller. 

The  first  appropriation  to  erect  a  State  House  was  passed  at  this  session.  The 
sum  appropriated  was  $42,000.  On  October  17th,  1866,  the  corner-stone  was  laid,  by 
the  Masons. 

Nehemiah  Green,  of  ^Manhattan,  was  President  of  the  Senate  which  met  in  1867, 
he  being  recorded  as  a  minister,  native  of  Ohio,  and  aged  29.  He  is  by  no  means 
the  only  pious  political  representative  hailing  from  that  part  of  the  State.  Some  of 
the  members  were  D.  B.  Emmert,  of  Fort  Scott;  Lew.  F.  Green,  of  Baldwin  City; 
James  M.  Harvey,  of  Riley  county,  who  afterwards  became  Governor  and  United 
States  Senator,  and  who  is  recorded  as  a  farmer,  aged  33,  and  a  native  of  Virginia; 
John  M.  Price,  of  Atcliison;  Samuel  A.  Riggs,  of  Lawrence:  Benjamin  F.  Simpson, 
of  Paola.  afterward  United  States  Marshal;  Geo.  W.  Veale,  of  Topeka,  now  connected 
with  tlie  Union  Pacific  Railroad;  and  Samuel  N.  Wood,  of  Cottonwood  Falls. 

Mr.  Green  was  also  President  of  the  Senate  of  1868.  At  this  session  several  new 
members  were  added  to  till  vacancies,  among  them  being  P.  P.  Elder,  of  Franklin 
county;  W.  M.  Matheny,  of  Baxter  Springs;  Isaac  B.  Sharp,  of  Wyandotte;  and  Oscar 


222 


STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


E.  Learnard,  of  Lawrence.  Mr.  Learnard  was  President  of  the  first  Repubiiean 
convention  held  in  the  State,  was  several  times  a  member  of  the  Territorial  Legisla- 
ture, and  subsequently  several  times  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature.  He  is  nov* 
connected  with  the  management  of  the  Kansas  City,  Fort  Scott  <!c  Gulf  RaUr^jaJ. 

C.  V.  Eskridge,  of  Emporia,  became  President  of  the  Senate  in  1S69.  There  are 
many  familiar  names  in  this  Senate.  Some  of  them  were  J.  F.  Broadhead.  uf  ]N['.>ucd 
City;  John  C.  Carpenter,  of  Neosho  county,  afterward  United  States  Collec:or: 
Stephen  A.  Cobb,  of  Wyandotte;  0.  E.  Learnard,  of  Lawrence;  M.  M.  Murd'jck. 
then  of  Burlingame,  Osage  county,  but  now  of  the  Great  Wonder  of  the  Great 
Arkansas  Valley;  W.  H.  Sraallwood,  then  of  Doniphan  county,  afterwards  Secretary 
of  State,  and  now  of  Washington  Territory;  and  M.  V.  Voss,  of  Fort  Scott,  after- 
wards District  Judge,  and  now  dead. 

In  ISG'J,  the  east  wing  of  the  State  Capitol  was  so  far  completed  as  to  enable  the 
State  officers  to  move  in  on  December  25th.  and  the  Legislature  of  1870  assembled 
in  the  third  story  of  that  structure.  What  is  now  the  Senate  Chamber,  together 
with  some  of  the  space  occupied  by  other  rooms,  was  then  divided  by  a  partition 
running  east  and  west.  On  the  north  side  of  this  partition,  in  a  room  that  vvas 
narrow  and  long  like  a  railroad  track  and  tall  like  a  shot  tower,  met  the  Senate. 
The  body  then  had,  as  it  had  at  the  first  session,  but  twenty-five  members,  and  by 
compact  arrangement,  it  was  possible  to  find  room  for  the  pages  and  others  to  move 
from  one  part  of  the  room  to  another;  but  when  the  number  had  increased  to  forty, 
as  was  the  case  in  1877,  there  was  scarcely  room  to  seat  the  members,  even  though 
their  backs  were  crowded  against  those  exquisite  instruments  of  torture  knowii  as 
the  steam  heaters,  which  were  placed  underneath  the  windows,  and  which  as  a  rule 
whistled  and  sang  a  tune  of  their  own  that  ran  like  a  thread  through  all  the  proceed- 
ings, but  which  sometimes  swelled  to  the  pleasant  melody  of  a  boiler  factory, 
especially  when  thece  was  something  of  importance  before  the  body.  High  up  v'E. 
the  wall  to  the  west  yawned  the  cavernous  mouth  of  what  was  with  grim  humor 
styled  "the  visitor's  gallery,"  but  which  no  visitor  ever  entered  the  second  time  if 
he  could  help.  Away  up  above  the  heads  of  members,  in  the  dim  and  hazy  light  of 
the  upper  atmosphere,  on  medallions  surrounded  by  arabesque  tracery,  were  pic- 
tures said  to  represent  the  fathers  of  the  Republic  and  the  young  Commonwealth. 
C.  V.  Eskridge  was  President  of  the  Senate  this  year,  and  every  member  of  the  pre- 
vious session  answered  to  the  roll-call,  something  which  has  not  happened  at  atiy 
other  session  of  the  body,  except  the  session  of  1876. 

In  1871,  P.  P.  Elder,  of  Franklin  county,  became  President  of  the  Senate,  and 
some  of  the  members  were  Sol.  Miller,  of  Doniphan;  M.  M.  Murdock.  of  Osace: 
John  M.  Price,  of  Atchison;  T.  C.  Sears,  of  Franklin;  James  D.  Snoddy,  of  Linn:  E.  S. 
Stover,  of  Morris,  afterward  Lieutenant-Governor;  Jacob  Stotler,  of  Lyon:  and  L.  J. 
Worden,  of  Douglas. 

P.  P.  Elder  was  also  President  at  the  session  of  1872.  At  this  session  a  new  mem- 
ber took  his  seat  —  C.  R.  Jennison,  of  Leavenworth.  He  at  one  time  gained  mtioh 
public  attention  as  a  jay  hawker,  was  afterward  a  gallant  soldier,  and  substquently 
gained  notoriety  by  a  course  of  life  not  exactly  in  harmony  with  the  laws  of  tii^ 
State.    He  is  now  dead. 

E.  S.  Stover  was  President  of  the  Senate  of  1873.  This  year  the  number  had  in- 
creased to  thirty-three,  and  some  of  the  members  were  Henry  Brandley,  of  Chasc 
county,  afterward,  for  several  years.  Secretary  of  the  body;  J.  H.  Crichton.  of  La- 
bette; N.  C.  McFarland,  of  Shawnee,  afterwards  United  States  Land  Commissione--: 
Thomas  Moonlight,  of  Leavenworth,  a  gallant  Kansas  soldier;  E.  N.  ]Morriil.  of 
Brown,  now  a  member  of  Congress;  M.  M.  Murdock,  of  Osage:  Nathan  Price,  of 
Doniphan,  one  of  the  most  able  lawyers  the  State  has  known,  and  now  dead:  Waiter 
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L.  Simons,  of  Meosho;  John  P.  St.  John,  of  Johnson  county,  then  making  his  first 
advent  into  Kansas  politics,  and  afterwards  Governor  of  the  State;  Samuel  Walker, 
of  Douglas,  a  prominent  man  in  the  border  troubles;  V.  P.  Wilson,  of  Dickin^cni: 
and  A.  M.  York,  of  Montgomery  county,  who  gained  some  prominence  in  a  Sena- 
torial election,  and  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  nursery  business  at  Fort  Scott. 

Daring  1873  the  east  wing  was  completed,  at  a  cost  6£  about  $480,000. 

E.  S.  Stover  was  also  President  of  the  Senate  at  the  session  of  1874.  There  were 
three  new  members  at  this  session,  to  fill  vacancies. 

M.  J.  Salter,  of  Neosho,  was  President  of  the  Senate  of  1875. 

Some  of  the  members  were  John  A.  Halderman,  of  Leavenworth,  afterwards 
United  States  Minister  to  Siam;  J.  H.  Grichton,  of  Labette;  Walter  L.  Simons,  of 
Neosho;  Chas.  Robinson,  of  Douglas,  who  had  been  first  Governor  of  the  State:  Wm. 
Sims,  of  Shawnee,  now  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture;  D.  W,  Finney, 
of  Woodson,  afterward  Lieutenant  Governor;  Samuel  R.  Peters,  of  Marion,  after- 
ward District  Judge,  and  now  a  member  of  Congress.  At  this  session  the  dangerous 
precedent  was  set,  of  allowing  a  life-insurance  agent  to  take  his  seat  —  C.  G.  Bridges, 
of  Doniphan. 

In  1876.  M.  J,  Salter  was  still  President  of  the  Senate.  No  changes  had  occurred 
in  the  Senate. 

M.  J.  Salter  was  again  chosen  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  was  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  session  of  1877.  Among  the  members  were  R.  M.Williams,  of  Doniphan., 
probably  the  most  eccentric  member  the  body  ever  had;  W.  W.  Guthrie,  of  Atchison; 
E.  N.  Morrill,  of  Brown;  Wm.  J.  Buchan,  of  Wyandotte,  who  has  ever  since  remained 
in  the  body;  Benj.  F.  Simpson,  of  Miami;  P.  I.  B.  Ping,  of  Crawford,  afterward  in  the 
employment  of  the  Interior  Department;  J.R.Hallowell.of  Cherokee,  afterward  United 
States  District  Attorney;  John  C.  Carpenter,  of  Neosho,  afterward  United  States  Rev- 
enue Collector;  H,  M.  Greene,  of  Douglas,  now  Superintendent  of  the  School  for 
Idiotic  and  Imbecile  Youth;  Charles  Robinson,  D.  C.  Metsker,  D.  W.  Finney;  S.  S. 
Benedict,  of  Wilson,  afterward  Inspector  of  Indian  Agencies;  Almerin  Gillett.  of 
Emporia,  now  Railroad  Commissioner;  C.  J.  Brovm,  of  Marshall,  now  Clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Court;  W.  A.  Johnston,  of  Ottawa  county,  afterward  Attorney  General,  and 
now  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court;  and  John  Kelley,  now  a  member  of  the 
present  Senate.  This  seems  to  have  been  an  unusually  able  Senate,  if  we  may  be 
allowed  to  judge  from  the  large  number  of  promotions  made  by  the  electors  of  the 
State  or  by  Federal  appoiiitment.  The  present  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate  be- 
gan his  connection  with  legislative  matters  as  Journal  Clerk  of  this  Senate.  The 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  providing  for  biennial  sessions  took  effect  this  year. 

Lyman  U.  Humphrey,  of  Montgomery  county,  was  President  of  the  Senate  at 
the  session  of  1879.  There  were  five  changes  in  the  body  on  assembling,  the  new 
members  being  Leonard  Bradbury,  of  Miami,  to  succeed  Simpson;  Geo.  W.  Spurgeon, 
of  Neosho,  to  succeed  Carpenter;  L.  E.  Finch,  of  Osage,  to  succeed  O.H.Sheldon:  T. 
C.  Henry,  of  Dickinson,  to  succeed  H.  P.  Dow;  and  H.  C.  Sluss.  of  Sedgwick,  to  suc- 
ceed John  Kelley.  T.  C.  Henry  afterward  removed  to  Colorado,  where  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  large  financial  operations;  and  H.  C.  Sluss  was  afterwards  District  Judge. 

At  this  session  of  the  Legislature,  the  first  appropriation  was  made  to  erect  the 
west  wing,  being  the  amount  to  be  raised  by  a  half-mill  tax  upon  the  assessable 
property  of  the  State. 

At  the  session  of  1881,  D.  W.  Finney,  of  Woodson  county,  was  President  of  the 
Senate;  and  some  of  the  members  were  Case  Broderick,  of  Jackson,  now  Ter litorial 
Judge  for  Idaho;  R.  W.  Blue,  of  Linn,  still  a  member  of  the  body;  E.  F.  ^\■!lre.  of 
Bourbon,  more  widely  known  as  author  of  "The  Washerwoman's  Song; "  A.  P.  UidJle. 
now  I*resident  of  the  body;  E.  H.  Funston,  of  Allen  county,  previously  Speaker  t>f 
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the  House  of  Representatives,  and  now  a  member  of  Congress;  A.  W.  Benson,  of 
Franklin,  now  District  Judge;  Solon  O.  Thacher,  of  Douglas,  afterwards  a  Special 
Commissioner  of  the  United  States  to  the  South  American  States;  Albert  R.  Greene, 
who  hailed  from  the  historic  city  of  Lecompton,  and  who  was  afterwards  United 
States  Land  OiBce  Inspector;  R.  M.  C^rane,  of  Marion,  still  a  member  of  the  bodv; 
Geo.  H.  Case,  of  Jewell,  still  a  member  of  the  body;  A.  L.  Patchin.  of  Rooks,  now 
Register  of  a  United  States  land  office;  J.  C.  Strang,  now  a  District  Judge:  H.  C. 
Sluss,  R.  M.  Williams,  Aaron  S.  Everest,  W.  J.  Buchan,  S.  S.  Benedict,  and  W.  P. 
Hackney. 

In  1881  the  west  wing  had  reached  such  a  stage  of  completion  as  to  allow  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  occupy  its  hall,  though  the  room  was  not  quite  finished. 
The  Senate  then  moved  to  the  south  side  of  the  partition,  and  the  old  chamber  was 
devoted  to  the  enrolling  department.  The  west  wing  was  wholly  completed  during 
this  year,  at  a  cost  of  about  ^300,000. 

In  1883  D.  W.  Finney  was  still  President  of  the  Senate,  and  three  changes  had 
occurred  in  the  Senate:  J.  Z.  Sexton,  of  Wilson,  to  succeed  Benedict:  John  Jolmtz, 
of  Dickinson,  to  succeed  F.  H.  Burris;  Simon  Motz,  of  Ellis,  to  succeed  Strang. 

When  the  Senate  of  1883  assembled,  the  partition  between  the  old  hall  and  the  new 
had  been  removed,  and  the  Senate  then  occupied  the  vast  plain,  which  seemed  bounded 
-only  by  the  imagination.  In  times  of  interest  the  greater  portion  of  this  area  was 
occupied  by  a  restless,  swaying,  surging  mass  of  humanity,  around  the  borders  of 
which  the  officers  could  maintain  only  an  approach  to  q.uiet.  At  other  times  this 
vast  open  space  was  utilized  as  a  parade-ground  by  the  weary  Senator,  and  from  the 
murky  confines  it  was  only  possible  to  lure  the  absentee  by  a  writ  of  arrest  placed  in 
the  hands  of  tlie  Sergeant-at-Arms.  on  a  call  of  the  Senate. 

The  vacancy  in  the  Thirtieth  District  was  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  Senr.tor 
Burris  to  New  Mexico,  and  I  have  heard  that  he  since  died  in  Omaha. 

Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  a  virulent  and  mysterious  disease  among  cattle  in 
Woodson  county,  the  Governor  called  a  special  session  of  the  Le^ri^lature.  v>-i\ica 
assembled  on  ^larch  18th,  1884,  and  adjourned  on  March  24th.  Senators  Funston, 
Greene,  Patchin.  and  Sluss,  were  not  present  at  this  session. 

The  west  wing  of  the  Capitol  was  completed  during  1883,  the  total  cost  of  the 
same  being  ab out's 300,000'. 

A.  P.  Riddle,  then  of  Crawford,  but  now  of  Ottawa  county,  was  President  of  the 
Senate  which  assembled  on  January  13th,  1885.  that  being  the  present  Senate.  Of 
this  Senate,  Senators  Buchan,  Blue,  Crane,  and  Case,  had  been  members  of  the 
previous  Senate.  Senators  Miller,  Humphrey,  and  J ohn  Kelley  had  been  members  of 
former  Senates,  and  ten  others  had  had  legislative  experience  in  the  House.  Not  long 
after  the  adjournment  of  this  session.  Senator  R.  S,  Hick,  of  Pottawatomie,  removed 
to  California,  and  the  vacancy  thus  created  was  filled  by  the  election  of  Senator  J.  S. 
Codding. 

Another  special  session  of  the  Legislature  was  made  necessary  by  the  constitu- 
tional requirement  to  reapportion  the  State  for  legislative  purposes,  and  one  was 
■called  by  the  Governor,  to  meet  on  January  19th,  1S8G.  This  session  has  not  yet 
adjourned. 

At  the  ses-ion  of  1885,  provision  was  made  to  remodel  the  Senate  Chamber,  and 
when  this  special  session  was  called  together  they  found  the  work  partially  com- 
pleted. When  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  was  finished,  the  eye  of 
every  Kansan  who  looked  upon  it  was  brightened  by  the  fire  of  pride  for  the  State, 
for  it  is  indeed  a  beautiful  interior.  But  in  the  Senate  Chamber.  I  think  we  have 
the  culmination  of  artistic  effort  in  architectural  display.  I  doiibt  if  there  is  nv.o-her 
legislative  chamber  in  the  country  which  can  compare  with  this,  either  in  elegar.ce. 
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in  harmony,  or  in  convenience,  unless,  possibly,  it  may  be  the  Senate  Chamber  at 
Albany.  It  is,  too,  like  the  Kansan's  character  ought  to  be — genuine  and  honest. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  whole  chamber  which  is  not  what  it  pretends  to  be.  Bronze 
is  bronze,  and  marble  is  marble;  there  is  no  painted  wood  to  represent  either.  I 
hope  it  symbolizes  the  solid  and  enduring  character  of  our  government,  and  that  to 
our  children's  children  may  go  down  as  a  legacy  of  wisdom  and  justice,  the  work 
to  be  accomplished  in  that  chamber. 

When  our  first  Legislature  met,  the  population  of  the  State  was  50,000.  AVhen 
the  Legislature  first  met  in  the  State  House,  the  population  was  but  little  over 
300,000.  Now  it  exceeds  the  latter  number  by  a  round  million.  Great  as  has  been 
our  architectural  progress,  it  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  growth  in  population  and 
wealth.  I  am  not  among  those  who  look  upon  our  costly  State  buildings  as  wild  and 
unnecessary  extravagance.  It  may  serve  the  purpose  of  wandering  and  savage  tribes 
to  make  their  few  rude  laws  in  wigwams  of  bark  or  the  hides  of  wild  beasts,  but  the 
place  of  assemblage  of  the  supreme  power  in  a  great  commonwealth,  filled  with  an 
educated  and  cultivated  people,  should  be  dignified  by  all  the  evidence  of  progress 
which  the  art  of  architecture  can  furnish,  and  which  the  prosperity  of  that  people 
can  afford. 

When  the  first  Senate  met,  the  Senators  represented  a  people  living  along  a  nar- 
row strip  of  territory  bordering  the  eastern  frontier.  As  heretofore  stated,  the 
most  w^estern  Senator  was  S.  N.  Wood  of  Council  Grove,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  he 
then  talked,  as  Senators  now  talk,  of  the  Great  Southwest.  To  use  an  illustration 
suggested  by  an  ex-Senator  from  southeastern  Kansas,  the  map  of  the  State  of  Kan- 
sas might  be  fitly  represented  by  a  barn  door;  the  inhabited  territory  by  the  lock 
on  the  door,  and  the  district  from  which  public  officers  were  chosen  was  the  key- 
hole.   This  he  facetiously  denominated  '"the  key-hole  system.'' 

I  have  already  alluded  to  the  cause  which  brought  to  our  State  its  first  popula- 
tion —  the  Anti-Slavery  and  Free-State  agitation.  Those  who  came  in  later  years 
were  mostly  men  from  the  Eastern  States  and  foreign  countries,  seeking  homes  on 
our  fertile  prairies.  A  very  large  proportion  of  them  had  been  soldiers  of  the 
Republic  in  the  War  for  the  Union.  This  fact  has  moulded  and  emphasized  the 
genius  of  the  Commonwealth  to  sucli  a  degree  that  its  laws  and  institutions  have 
placed  it  among  the  most  progressive  in  the  world.  I  cannot  close  without,  in  this 
connection,  referring  to  a  statement  which  lately  appeared  in  a  historical  work 
which  read:  "John  Brown  was  a  parenthesis  in  Kansas  history."  Now  a  paren- 
thesis is  something  which  may  be  left  out  without  injuring  the  sense.  Is  this  triie 
of  John  Brown?  I  think  no  one  doubts  that  the  War  for  the  Union  was  an  out- 
growth of  the  slavery  agitation  and  the  contest  to  make  Kansas  a  Free  State.  I 
think  it  also  true  that  the  heart  of  a  nation  finds  expression  in  its  songs.  I  therefore 
conclude  that  John  Brown's  place  in  the  history  of  Kansas  and  the  Union  has  been 
fixed  by  the  soldiers  of  the  Union  armies,  when  on  every  camp-ground,  and  in  every 
march,  they  filled  the  air  with  the  martial  music  of  that  grand  hymn  of  liberty: 

".Tobn  Brown's  body  lies  mouldering  in  the  ground, 
But  his  soul  goes  inarching  on." 

ADDRESS  OF  HON.  J.  B.  JOHNSON. 
The  next  speaker  introduced  was  Hon.  J.  B.  Johnson,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  who  delivered  the  following  address : 

THE  NEW  KANSAS. 

Reviewing  the  record  of  the  genesis  of  States,  we  who  meet  here  to-night,  and  the 
more  than  a  million  of  people  who  comprise  our  population,  know  liow  admirably 
our  beloved  Kansas  is  fitted  to  be  the  central  star  in  the  Union's  phenomenal  gahixy. 
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Through  what  a  strange  experience  of  sunshine  and  shadow  it  has  passedl  Its  early 
struggles  and  baptism  of  blood  have  been  told  to  you  on  this  Twenty-fifth  Anniv.  r- 
sary  of  its  birth,  by  men  who  were  prominent  actors  in  those  times,  in  languaj:e 
more  eloquent  than  I  can  command.  Som.e  of  those  who  founded,  on  Kansas  soil, 
the  principles  which  have  made  the  State  what  it  is  to-day,  and  point  to  even  greutt  r 
possibilities  in  the  years  that  are  to  come,  are  here  present  with  us  to-night,  and  it 
appears  to  me  that  that  noble  little  army  of  which  they  were  a  part,  was  destint-d 
for  their  special  task  —  they  were  anointed  as  men  have  never  been.  And  what  a 
completed  scroll  of  historic  deeds  is  theirs!  If  I  were  to  point  to  the  fact  which  above 
all  others  has  been  favorable  to  our  growth,  it  would  be  to  the  persistence  of  tho<e 
noble  men,  their  hardihood  and  mighty  endurance,  their  experience  of  the  severe 
exactions  of  patience,  and  that  sublime  faith  in  the  right  which  alone  made  it  possi- 
ble for  them  to  raise  on  the  fresh  sod  of  a  wilderness,  a  civilization  whose  inestima- 
ble blessings  you  and  I  enjoy  to-day.  "  Firm  and  faithful,  they  kept  at  their  work  in 
those  years  of  dark  despair,  intent  on  the  present,  yet  more  mindful  of  the  future: 
like  Abraham,  reading  their  posterity  in  the  stars  of  heaven,  content  for  the  sure 
mercies  of  time  to  vindicate  their  sacred  trust."  And  what  a  vindication  it  has 
been!  The  glory  of  Kansas  answers.  But  I  propose  on  this  occasion  to  speak  of 
the  State  in  its  incipient  manhood  of  to-day  —  the  accession  of  its  majority. 
Unconscious  prophecies  of  its  future  were  made  years  ago  that  were  ridiculed: 
deemed  idle  dreams,  or  mere  picturesque  anticipations  not  possible  in  material 
nature.  But  we  know  now,  and  the  world  knows,  that  they  were  truthful  fore- 
shadowings  by  inspired  men  of  a  condition  which  we  to-day  realize,  but  which  have 
not  yet  reached  their  calm  and  completed  whole.  History  shows  us  on  every  paje 
that  wherever  pilgrimage  has  taken  a  westward  direction  new  empires  have  sprung 
up;  and  Kansas,  with  its  marvelous  progress,  and  still  more  wonderful  possibili- 
ties, is  but  another  emphatic  verification  of  this  historic  fact. 

Oar  more  recent  people,  I  mean  the  pioneers  in  the  central  and  western  portions 
of  the  State,  the  Xew  Kansas,  have  had  much  to  contend  with;  but  theirs  has  been  a 
physical  struggle,  in  contradistinction  to  the  preeminently  severe  moral  trials  of 
the  founders  of  Kansas  —  those  noble  and  long-suffering  men  to  whom  I  have  re- 
ferred, and  to  whom,  above  all  others,  we  owe  what  we  are.  The  pioneers  of  our 
central  and  western  civilization  of  to-day,  by  the  fickle  mutations  of  the  climate  of 
our  intro-continent  region,  had  to  suffer,  but  by  suffering  became  strong;  they  had 
to  wait,  but  by  waiting  they  have  triumphed.  Incongruous  elements,  or  what  were 
deemed  such  by  the  scientific  world,  have,  in  our  "New  West."  been  brought  togetiier 
by  a  before  unknown  afliuity,  and  to-day  on  our  once-arid  plains,  are  harmonized 
into  a  system,  producing  now-seeming  natural  results.  These  newer  pioneers  have, 
as  it  were,  "built  another  empire  from  the  deep  of  ages,  and  entered  on  the  circuit 
of  its  shining,"  Their  progress  in  developing  the  material  resources  of  their  once 
strange  locality,  has  been  unexampled.  Over  bald,  bleak  hills,  and  on  dunes  of  sand, 
in  the  alkali  dust  of  the  desert  and  on  the  deep-fissured  upland,  they  have  planted 
forests;  where  the  stunted  and  sapless  grass  struggled  for  existence,  broad  fields  of 
corn  and  golden  cereals  wave  in  the  sunlight.  The  rains  and  the  summer  dews  have 
come,  and  nature  has  assisted  to  make  the  Great  Plains  fit  for  the  abode  of  man. 
What  a  contrast  between  the  tornadoes,  the  grassliopi)ers  and  the  drouths  of  a  few 
years  ago,  and  the  rich  harvests  and  happy  homes  of  to-day!  Time  has  apparently 
put  all  things  right.  Our  early  opinions  of  the  possibilities  of  the  western  portion 
of  our  State  were  prejudiced  and  distrustful;  but  the  lapse  of  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury since  the  birth  of  Kansas  -has  made  us  to  realize  that  those  who  condemned 
that  great  area  to  perpetual  sterility,  were  false  prophets,  ''Year  after  year  G(.>d's 
disposing  hand  has  been  rearranging  the  physical  materials  of  that  portion  of 
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our  State,  and  they  are  compelled  to  subserve  the  end  intended."  What  was  once 
in  reality  a  mighty  desert,  has  been  redeemed  by  the  magic  touch  of  agriculture,  and 
prosperous  towns  have  sprung  up  where  utter  silence  once  reigned  save  when  dis- 
turbed by  the  heavy  tread  of  the  buffalo  in  vast  herds  or  by  the  dismal  cry  of  the  wolf. 
For  a  time  there  was,  it  is  true,  a  period  of  suspense  and  of  fluctuating  hopes.  The 
change  did  not  come  at  once:  crops  were  many  times  sown  and  germinated,  then 
came  the  blasting  sun  and  scorching  air,  crisping  the  half -grown  fields  of  grain  and 
changing  all  to  brown  vegetation.  The  corn  leaves  withered  till  in  July  they  gave 
the  dry  rustling  sound  of  October,  When  autumn  seemed  to  breathe  coolly  again 
over  the  burnt-up  country,  then  came  poverty,  dragging  down  those  hardy  pioneers 
in  the  dust,  crushing  the  aspirations  of  the  heart,  and  condemning  them  to  the 
companionship  of  sorrow  and  suffering,  to  such  a  degree  that  the  State  had  to  inter- 
pose its  paternal  hand  and  give  relief  from  its  treasury.  The  whole'  region  was 
condemned  as  the  theater  of  blasted  hopes,  fit  only  as  the  race-course  of  the  winds 
and  the  arena  of  the  tornado.  Now  all  that  has  passed  away,  and  through  a  benefi- 
cent Providence  and  the  courage  and  industry  of  man,  the  knell  of  that  era  has 
been  rung.  There  is  no  more  prosperous  section  of  our  State  —  nowhere  does  im- 
migration more  madly  rush,  till  unoccupied  lands  are  scarcely  to  be  found  by  the 
home-seeker. 

Bad  seasons  may  come  again,  and  they  doubtless  will,  for  that  is  the  fate  of  all 
agricultural  areas  the  world  over;  but  the  once  dreadful  spell  of  hopelessness  is 
broken,  and  few  now  doubt  that  as  the  years  roll  on  our  western  frontier  region  w  ill, 
only  as  broken  by  usual  vicissitudes,  continue  to  blossom  as  the  rose.  The  rifle  has 
dispersed  the  buffalo  and  the  antelope,  and  the  plow  piercing  the  soil  and  exposing 
its  fertile  elements  to  the  sunshine  and  the  air,  has  enticed  the  clouds  to  drop  their 
life-giving  moisture.  Thus  the  barren  and  desolate  wilderness  has  been  changed  to 
the  fruitful  abode  of  man.  The  chemistry  of  the  seasons  has  been  changed.  There 
are  now  thousands  of  happy  homes;  common  schools  and  the  coUege  dispense 
knowledge  and  virtue  to  the  children;  the  press  reports  the  current  events  and 
transactions  of  busy  communities;  and  the  pulpit  proclaims  "Peace  on  earth,  good- 
will to  all  men."  Above  all,  there  are,  hidden  from  the  public  eye,  and  sheltered  witliin 
the  calm  retreat  of  the  dug-out.  the  sod  house,  and  the  more  pretentious  cottage,  thou- 
sands of  noble  women,  sharing  the  hardships  of  their  husbands  and  giving  example 
to  daughters  that  are  to  be  the  mothers  of  the  coming  and  even  more  noble  genera- 
tions of  the  people  of  Kansas,  And  now,  on  this  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of 
Kansas  as  a  State,  we  plant  our  feet  on  the  glorious  achievements  of  the  past,  and 
press  firmly  on  with  steadfast  purpose  to  the  golden  shores  of  the  future. 

ADDRESS  OF  REV.  RICHARD  CORDLEY,  D.D. 

Rev.  Dr.  Cordley,  who  was  then  introduced,  delivered  the  following  ad- 
dress: 

THE  SCHOOLS  OF  KANSAS. 

The  schools  of  Kansas  are  a  part  of  her  very  structure.  They  began  with  her  life 
and  have  grown  with  her  growth,  and  have  been  woven  into  all  her  history.  The 
planting  of  schools  was  not  an  incident,  nor  an  afterthought,  but  a  part  of  the  orig- 
inal purpose  of  her  first  settlers.    It  was  truth,  as  well  as  poetry,  that  — 

"Thf}'  caiue  to  plaut  tho  common  school 
On  distaut  prairie  swells." 

Schools  sprang  up  as  soon  as  they  touched  the  soil,  almost  before  there  were  chil- 
dren to  attend  them.  Lawrence  was  settled  in  September,  ISoi.  and  in  less  than 
four  mouths,  January  2,  1855,  a  school  was  opened  by  Mr.  E.  P.  Fitch,  of  Massachu 
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setts.  March  7,  1857,  the  Quincy  High  School "  was  established,  and  she  has  hardly 
had  a  better  school  since.  Topeka  was  settled  late  in  November,  IBo-l,  and  early  the 
next  summer  a  school  was  opened  by  Miss  Sarah  Harland.  and  the  "Topeka  Acad- 
emy" was  established  January  2,1856.  What  happened  in  these  two  places  was 
repeated  in  one  form  or  another  in  every  town  and  hamlet  in  the  Territory.  These 
were  all  voluntary  movements,  as  there  were  as  yet  no  provisions  of  law  to  aid  in  the 
matter.  But  these  local  and  voluntary  movements  sprang  from  the  same  popular  con- 
victions which  afterwards  created  our  splendid  school  system,  and  were  prophetic  of 
what  was  coming.  As  soon,  and  as  fast  as  possible,  even  in  Territorial  days,  pro- 
vision was  made  by  law  for  public  education.  But  although  schools  were  every- 
where, and  interest  was  universal,  it  could  not  be  said  that  Kansas  had  a  system  of 
public  schools  until  after  her  admission  into  the  Union. 

The  Wyandotte  Constitution,  under  which  the  State  was  admitted  twenty-five 
years  ago  to-day.  provides  that  the  Legislature  shall  establish  "a  uniform  system  of 
common  schools,  and  schools  of  higher  grade,  embracing  normal,  preparatory,  col- 
legiate, and  university  departments." 

In  accordance  with  this  constitutional  provision  the  Legislature  has,  at  different 
times,  passed  laws  looking  to  the  development  of  a  complete  system  of  schools,  and 
these  laws  have  been  carried  out  by  school  officials  elected  under  them.  These  laws 
provide  for  a  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  who  shall  supervise  the 
schools  of  the  State,  and  for  County  Superintendents,  who  shall  supervise  the  schools 
of  the  county.  The  State  has  been  divided  into  school  districts  small  enough  to 
make  a  school  accessible  to  all  the  children,  yet  not  so  small  as  to  make  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  school  burdensome. 

Every  district  is  encouraged  to  sustain  a  school  at  least  three  months  in  the  year, 
and  every  parent  is  reqiiired  by  law  to  send  his  children  to  school  at  least  three 
months  eacli  year.  Cities  and  larger  towns  are  authorized  to  establish  graded  schools, 
including  primary,  grammar,  and  high-school  departments.  Every  child  who  wishes, 
may  secure,  not  only  the  rudiments  of  learning,  but  a  good  English  and  business  ed- 
ucation, and  also  prepare  for  further  study  in  higher  institutions  of  learning. 

Beyond  the  common  schools,  there  have  been  established  schools  of  a  higher  grade 
and  for  special  study. 

At  Emporia  is  the  Normal  School,  for  training  teachers  in  the  art  of  teaching. 
It  was  founded  by  a  grant  of  nearly  40.000  acres  of  land,  which  is  being  sold  to  estab- 
lish a  fund  for  its  support.  It  employs  eleven  professors  and  two  assistants,  and 
has  an  attendance  of  597  students,  making  it  the  largest  school  in  the  State'.  It  has 
a  small  endowment,  but  a  grand  and  growing  work,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Legislature  will  hereafter  supplement  its  endowment  by  appropriations  equal  to  its 
opportunity. 

At  Manhattan  is  the  State  Agricultural  College,  for  instruction  in  agriculture  and 
the  industrial  arts.  It  is  based  upon  a  Congressional  grant  of  82,000  acres  of  land. 
The  sale  of  these  lands  has  been  admirably  managed,  and  has  produced  a  permanent 
fund  of  about  half  a  million  of  dollars.  The  College  is  doing  a  grand  service  in 
elevating  the  industries  of  the  State.  It  now  employs  twelve  instructors  and  assist- 
ants, and  seven  superintendents  of  different  branches  of  industry,  and  gives  instruc- 
tion to  404  students. 

At  Lawrence  is  the  State  University,  designed  to  give  to  all  citizens  the  opportunity 
for  professional  study,  and  for  the  pursuit  of  all  branches  of  higher  learning.  It 
employs  some  twenty  instructors  and  assistants,  and  at  the  last  report  had  an 
attendance  of  about  500  students.  It  is  hoped  that  here  a  fully-equipped  university 
may  be  developed,  with  schools  of  literature  and  art,  of  philosophy  and  science, 
and  schools  for  professional  study.    It  is  hoped  also  to  gather  here  libraries  and 
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cabinets,  and  museums  and  galleries  of  art,  and  to  establish  learned  professorships 
and  lectures,  so  that  persons  desiring  to  pursue  any  branch  of  learning  may  here 
find  facilities  to  any  extent  desired.  The  University  has  the  beginnings  of  a  noble 
system  of  buildings,  and  a  very  enthusiastic  and  industrious  faculty.  It  has  a  very 
email  endowment  in  money  and  lands,  but  an  unlimited  endowment  in  the  growing 
conlidence  and  affection  o^the  people. 

The  maintenance  of  the  common  schools  is  both  State  and  local.  The  act  of 
Congress  admitting  the  State  set  apart  the  sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth  sections  of 
each  township  for  school  purposes.  This  will  aggregate  nearly  3,000,000  acres  of 
land,  and  Superintendent  Speer  estimated  four  years  ago  that  it  could  be  made  to 
yield  a  permanent  school  fund  of  $15,000,000.  The  fund  already  amounts  to 
^3,500,000,  and  is  increasing  rapidly.  This  fund  is  invested  in  good  securities,  and 
the  interest  apportioned  among  the  districts. 

But  the  main  dependence  of  our  public  schools  is  the  local  tax,  which  districts 
impose  upon  themselves.  While  the  public  moneys  distributed  annually  are  only 
about  ,$300,000,  the  cost  of  maintaining  our  schools  is  over  ,$3,000,000.  If  the  State 
school  fund  should  reach  the  highest  sum  suggested,  it  would  give  our  schools  only 
a  very  meager  and  partial  support.  The  tax  now  assumed  by  districts  is  ten-fold 
the  amount  given  by  the  State.  If  the  State  aid  should  be  withheld,  a  very  slight 
additional  tax  would  supply  the  deficiency.  The  schools  of  a  State  do  not  depend 
on  its  public  school  fund,  but  on  the  interest  of  the  people  in  them.  One  State  with 
no  public  fund  may  have  better  schools  than  another  State  witli  an  enormous  fund. 

A  large  fund  is  no  substitute  for  an  interested  people.  The  largest  fund  ever 
named  is  no  match  for  a  people  whose  love  for  education  makes  them  willing  to  tax 
themselves  for  its  support. 

The  hearts  of  the  people  are  a  larger  and  surer  dependence  than  the  State  treas- 
ury, however  full  that  may  be. 

We  have  but  to  look  over  Kansas  and  see  her  school  houses,  built  by  a  self-imposed 
tax,  and  her  troops  of  teachers  paid  by  a  self-imposed  assessment,  to  see  that  we 
have  the  most  enduring  foundation  for  an  effective  system  of  public  schools. 

The  growth  of  our  public  schools  has  so  exactly  kept  step,  with  the  growth  of  the 
State  as  to  show  that  they  are  a  part  of  its  very  life — bone  of  its  bone,  flesh  of  its 
flesh.  The  reports  of  the  first  two  or  three  years  of  the  State  history  were  so  in- 
complete that  they  afford  no  fair  basis  of  comparison.  But  we  may  take  the  report 
of  18G6  and  measure  the  growth  of  the  last  twenty  years  with  a  good  degree  of  ac- 
curacy. In  1866  the  school  population  of  the  State  was  ol:.725.  It  is  now  461.000. 
The  number  of  children  enrolled  in  the  schools  then  was  31,528.  The  number  now 
is  335,533.  The  number  of  teachers  employed  then  was  1,086.  The  number  now  is 
8,219.  The  number  of  school  houses  was  not  reported  that  year,  but  in  1867  i.t  was 
703.  The  number  now  is  6,673.  The  amount  paid  then  for  teachers'  salaries  was 
$115,924.  The  amount  now  paid  is  $1,989,169.  The  value  of  school  property  wa.s 
then  $318,897.  The  value  now  is  $6,904,176.  The  whole  amount  expended  for  public 
schools  in  1866  was  $253,926.  The  amount  being  expended  this  year  will  be  about 
$3,000,000. 

The  school  population  has  increased  about  eight  and  a  half  fold,  from  54,000  to 
461,000,  indicating  a  growth  in  population  from  about  161,000  to  about  1,400,000.  In 
nearly  every  other  respect  the  schools  have  increased  over  ten  fold. 

But  there  has  been  growth  in  other  things  as  well  as  in  numbers.  There  has  been 
improvement  in  quality  as  well  as  enlargement  in  quantity.  We  have  better  school 
houses,  better  teachers,  and  bettet-  methods  of  teaching.  'There  is  coming  to  be, 
among  our  teachers  and  among  the  friends  of  education,  an  enthusiasm  for  the  bust 
that  may  be  had  in  facility  and  in  methods.    Every  new  town  takes  pride  in  making 
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its  school  house  the  best  building  in  the  place.  The  people  will  wait  for  comforts 
around  their  homes,  but  the  school  must  be  sheltered  and  equipped.  It  is  a  heavy 
tax  which  the  support  of  our  schools  imposes.  But  no  tax  is  more  willingly  borne. 
Sometimes  the  small  politician  thinks  to  make  a  point  with  the  burdened  tax-pay- 
ers, by  clamoring  about  the  immense  cost  of  our  schools.  But  the  people  have  a 
way  of  laying  these  gentlemen  on  the  shelf  and  leaving  them  there  to  rest  and  think. 
And  even  this  class  of  men  do  learn  wisdom  in  time,  as,  they  say,  a  child  learns  about 
fire.  They  learn  that  the  people  will  permit  no  trifling  with  the  common  schools, 
the  colleges  of  the  common  people.  Our  school  system  is  by  no  means  complete. 
Nor  are  our  schools  perfected.  There  are  missing  links  to  be  supplied,  and  room  for 
improvement  along  the  whole  line.  But  we  have  the  elements  of  an  admirai*le  sys- 
tem, and  there  is  under  it,  and  in  it,  and  through  it,  that  spirit  of  life  which  creates 
systems,  and  transforms  them  to  its  will.  It  is  the  settled  policy  of  our  people  to 
plant  a  school  wherever  there  are  children  to  need  it.  '"A  school  for  every  child,  and 
every  child  in  school,"  is  the  motto  of  our  progress,  and  the  end  toward  which  we 
move. 

ADDREvSS  OF  REV.  F.  S.  McCABE,  D.  D. 

Col.  Anthony,  in  introducing  the  next  speaker,  humorously  remarked, 
that,  as  the  editor  of  the  leading  religious  and  prohibition  newspaper  of  the 
State,  he  took  pleasure  in  introducing  to  the  audience  the  leading  minister 
and  prohibitionist  in  Kansas.  Rev.  Dr.  McCabe  then  delivered  the  follow- 
ing address: 

THE  CHURCHES  OF  KANSAS. 

Pre-Territorial  Era. 

In  the  pre-Territorial  era,  viz.,  prior  to  185-1,  missionary  enterprises  were  vigor- 
ously prosecuted  on  this  soil  among  the  Indian  tribes,  by  several  denominations  of 
Christians. 

The  Baptists  established  a  mission  among  the  Shawnees  in  1831.  The  station  was 
about  four  miles  from  the  Missouri  river,  in  the  present  county  of  Wyandotte.  The 
first  printing  press  ever  on  Kansas  soil  was  brought  by  Mr.  Jotham  Meeker,  in  1833. 
for  a  Baptist  mission  located  near  the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Ottawa. 

The  Catholics  started  a  mission  among  the  Osage  Indians  in  1827,  near  the  pres- 
ent site  of  Osage  Mission. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  began  its  work  among  the  Delawares  and  Shaw- 
nees, on  the  south  side  of  the  Kansas  river,  and  it  organized  its  first  church  among 
them  in  1832,  Eev.  Thomas  Johnson  having  established  a  school  in  1829. 

The  Presbyterians  founded  their  first  mission  in  Kansas  in  1835,  among  the  Wea 
Indians,  who  lived  near  where  Ottawa  now  is.  In  1837  a  mission  was  founded  bj 
them  for  the  benefit  of  the  lowas,  near  what  is  now  Highland,  in  Doniphan  county. 

The  Society  of  Friends  started  a  school,  and  held  meetings,  among  the  Shawnees 
in  Johnson  county,  soon  after  the  removal  of  the  tribe  to  Kansas. 

Schools  and  churches  were  organized  by  the  Moravians,  and  perhaps  by  other 
bodies  of  Christian  people. 

Territorial  Era — 1854-61. 

The  fierce  political  and  border  strifes,  which  chiefly  made  up  the  history  of  the 
Territorial  era  from  1851  to  1861,  were  unfavorable  to  the  planting  and  nurture  of 
churches.  Yet  during  this  period  foundations  were  laid  by  various  denominations, 
in  order  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  people,  and  especially  in  anticipation  of  the  pros- 
pective settlement  of  the  Territory, 

The  Baptists  organized  in  June,  1855,  and  their  first  house  of  worship  was  built 
at  Atchison. 


QUAKTER-CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION. 


231 


The  first  Catholic  congregation  of  white  people  was  organized  in  Leavenworth 
City,  August  15,  1855.  Their  first  church  building  for  the  use  of  a  white  congrega- 
tion was  erected  at  Leavenworth  in  the  same  year. 

The  first  church  organized  by  the  Congregationalists  was  at  Lawrence,  in  October, 
1854,  perhaps  the  first  white  man's  church  in  the  Territory.  Their  first  church  edifice 
was  built  at  that  place  in  1857. 

The  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  began  its  work  at  Leavenworth,  in  1856,  and  its 
first  church  edifice  was  erected  there  in  1858. 

The  first  Evangelical  Lutheran  organization  was  at  Leavenworth,  October  28, 1855. 
The  house  of  worship  was  built  in  Leavenworth  in  the  summer  preceding  the  organi- 
zation, and  it  was  probably  the  first  building  in  Kansas  for  church  purposes,  outside 
of  Indian  missions  and  Government  forts.  ' 

Rev.  W.  H.  Goode,  presiding  elder  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  preached 
in  a  log  cabin  at  Hickory  Point,  on  the  Santa  Fe  roa.d,  July  9,  1854.  Rev.  A.  Still, 
Rev.  J.  M.  Chivington,  and  Mr.  Mendenhall,  a  missionary  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
being  present  and  participating  in  the  services  —  probably  the  first  sermon  to  white 
settlers  in  the  State.  The  first  church  building  was  erected  in  Lawrence,  in  1856, 
and  the  same  year  a  small  slab  church  was  built  in  Leavenworth.  The  first  church 
for  whites  was  organized  near  Tecumseh,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Goode.  The  first  session  of 
the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  Conference  was  held  in  a  tent,  in  Lawrence,  commencing 
October  23,  1850. 

The  Presbyterians  organized  their  first  church  January  1, 1856,  at  Leavenworth. . 

The  United  Presbyterians  made  their  first  organization  at  Berea,  Franklin  county, 
in  1857,  and  their  first  church  was  erected  at  that  place  in  1858. 

The  Society  of  Friends  held  meetings  on  Fall  creek,  near  its  mouth  Ht  Stranger 
creek,  in  Leavenworth  county,  about  February  15.  1856.  The  first  meetings  were  in 
the  cabins  of  settlers  until  the  spring  of  1857,  when  a  log  house  was  erected,  which 
gave  place  to  a  good  frame  building  in  September,  1859. 

The  German  Methodists  were  organized  in  1860,  in  Dickinson  county,  and  the 
German  Lutherans  in  1861,  at  Leavenworth. 

Before  the  admission  of  the  State,  several  other  denominations  besides  those 
mentioned,  had  made  beginnings  in  the  way  of  organizing  and  securing  places  of 
worship. 

The  Era  of  the  Civil  War —  186 1-65. 

The  State  of  Kansas  had  been  a  member-t>^fjhej^iiian  bui  seventy^f ourTfey^ 
the  assault  upon  Fort  Sumter  began.    The  war  that  followed  almost  wholly  engrossed 
the  interest  and  the  energies  of  the  people  of  Kansas.    For  four  years  a  very  large 
portion  of  the  able-bodied  men  of  the  State  were  in  the  Union  service. 

Probably  the  effect  of  the  war  upon  general  church  work  is  fairly  represented  by 
the  following  report,  made  by  the  M.  E.  Church  for  the  years  indicated: 

y                                      -A'o.  of  No.  of  ;  Y                                     No.  of  No.  of 

MinLsiers.  Churches,  j                                       Ministers.  Churches. 

1860                                        85  17  I  18G2                                        72  30 

1861                                        74  43  j  1863                                        68  33 

The  Territorial  era  and  the  war  era,  embracing  a  period  of  eleven  years,  brought 
to  the  church  builders  of  Kansas,  in  common  with  other  citizens,  trials  and  sacrifices 
as  heavy  as  have  ever  fallen  on  any  people  on  this  continent  since  the  days  of  James- 
town and  Plymouth  —  and  the  trials  and  sacrifices  were  met  by  all,  women  as  well  as 
men,  with  a  spirit  of  patience  and  heroism  surpassed  by  nothing  in  the  annals  of 
the  world. 

The  Era  of  Peace  —  1865-85. 
The  current  of  immigration  that  began  t4>  fiow  into  Kansas  after  the  close  of  the 
16 
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war  contained  from  the  first  a  very  large  per  cent,  of  persons  who  had  been  mem- 
bers of  churches,  and  also  of  those  who,  thouj^h  not  communicants,  were  decidedly 
favorable  to  the  establishment  of  churches.  The  natural  result  was  at  once  realized. 
Churches  and  Sunday  schools  were  rapidly  formed,  and  this  work  was  prosecuted, 
not  merely  in  the  larger  towns  and  villages,  but. throughout  the  country  districts,  and 
In  sparsely-settled  regions.  Wherever  the  hardy  pioneer  built  his  claim  shanty,  or  sod 
house,  there  the  congregation  was  gathered  and  services  were  held. 

Of  course  the  denominations  that  were  early  on  the  ground  vigorously  sought  to 
reap  the  advantage  of  their  priority;  and  those  who  came  later  were  not  wanting  in 
energy  and  zeal.  * 

For  the  past  twenty  years  most  of  the  religious  sects  elsewhere  known  in  the 
country  have  been  at  work  here,  each  according  to  its  chosen  and  accustomed 
methods.  It  may  be  said  with  truth  and  emphasis,  that  the  work  done  by  the 
churches  has  been  successful  in  the  highest  degree.  Even  if  full  and  complete  fig- 
ures representing  results  were  accessible,  they  would  very  inadequately  show  the 
best  products  of  Christian  effort,  since  of  necessity  these  can  be  neither  counted  nor 
estimated.  An  important  feature  in  our  church  work  is  the  active  interest  taken  in 
it  by  considerable  bodies  of  intelligent  foreign-born  citizens,  notably  the  Germans, 
the  Swedes  and  Norwegians,  the  French,  and  the  Welsh. 

The  fourth  biennial  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture  contains  reports 
from  fifteen  of  the  denominations  in  the  State.  From  a  portion  of  these  I  have 
been  able  to  secure  later  statistics.  I  have  obtained  figures  from  some  denomina- 
tions not  furnishing  statements  in  the  biennial  report.  Taking  the  report  as  a 
basis,  and  using  all  reports  obtained,  and  making  safe  estimates  in  cases  in  which 
returns  were  not  within  reach,  I  think  that  the  following  statements  may  be  re- 
garded as  reasonably  correct  in  the  particulars  specified: 

There  are  in  Kansas  2,671  church  organizations.  There  are  1,630  church  edifices. 
Most  of  the  buildings  are  plain  and  inexpensive;  yet  within  the  past  few  years,  in 
the  larger  towns,  spacious  and  elegant  houses  of  worship  have  been  erected.  There 
are  about  200,000  church  members.  Of  these,  135,000  are  connected  with  Protestant 
churches  and  65,000  with  the  Catholic  church,  whose  statistics  include  the  entire 
church  population,  while  other  denominations  report  only  communicants.  The  value 
of  church  property  is  $4,750,000. 

The  roll  of  churches  contains  the  following  names,  and  perhaps  others  should  be 
added:  Adventist,  African  M.  E.,  Baptist,  Catholic,  Congregational,  Christian,  Prot- 
estant Episcopal,  Free  Methodist,  Society  of  Friends,  German  Lutheran,  German 
M.  E.,  Evangelical  Lutheran,  Hebrew,  Methodist  Episcopal,  New  Jerusalem,  Pres'by- 
terian,  Cumberland  Presbyterian,  United  Presbyterian,  Swedish  Baptist,  Swedish 
Lutheran,  Unitarian,  United  Brethren,  Universalist,  Wesleyan  Methodist. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  many  congregations,  made  up  of  colored  people, 
are  included  in  the  reports  presented  by  the  denominations  to  which  they  are  re- 
spectively attached. 

Characteristics  of  the  Churches  of  Katisas. 

To  understand  the  position  of  the  churches  in  the  State,  it  is  necessary  to  consider 
not  merely  the  number  of  organizations  and  of  members,  but  equally  the  peculiari- 
ties of  church  character  and  life  that  impress  themselves  on  individuals,  and  on  the 
general  tone  of  society. 

The  churches  of  Kansas  are  marked  by  a  legitimate  spirit  of  propagandism.  The 
only  justification  of  its  existence  that  a  sect  can  present  to  the  community  is,  that 
it  claims  to  hold  with  special  clcfarness  some  phase  of  truth,  or  to  practice  with  spe- 
cial fidelity  some  form  of  duty  and  charity.  A  church,  therefore,  that  does  not  give 
work  and  money,  in  order  to  grow,  ought  to  die.    It  has  begun  to  die. 
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The  churches  of  Kansas,  generously  assisted  by  those  outside  of  their  organiza- 
tions, are  working  with  activity  and  liberality  in  promoting  moral  and  social  reforms, 
establishing  Sunday  schools,  building  houses  of  worship,  supporting  benevolent  and 
charitable  enterprises,  and  in  extending  their  influence  among  the  people. 

In  all  this  work  none  are  more  zealous  and  self-denying  than  the  women  in  the 
various  congregations  and  communities. 

Fourteen  religious  newspapers  are  published  in  the  State. 

The  active  interest  taken  in  Sunday  schools  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  last  year, 
besides  county  and  township  conventions,  two  meetings  for  the  State  at  large  were 
held  for  instruction  and  stimulus  in  Sunday  school  work  — that  of  the  S.  S.  Assem- 
bly and  Normal  Institute,  M.  E.  Church  of  Kansas,  held  at  Bismarck,  and  that  of  the 
Inter-State  Sunday  School  Assembly,  held  at  Ottawa.  The  former  had  an  estimated 
daily  attendance  of  2,000  persons  and  a  largest  attendance  of  7,000.  At  the  latter, 
the  largest  attendance  on  one  day  was  10,000,  and  the  estimated  attendance  during 
the  entire  session  was  30,000. 

The  following  comparisons  illustrate  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  this  de- 
partment: In  1863,  the  M.  E.  church  reported  their  number  of  Sunday  schools  in  the 
State  as  100,  and  their  number  of  Sunday  school  scholars  as  3,674.  On  June  14. 
1885  —  Children's  Day  —  the  Sunday  school  of  the  First  M.E.  Church  of  Topeka  had 
a  membership  attendance  of  788,  and,  adding  408  visitors,  a  total  attendance  of  1.196 

—  equal  to  one-third  of  the  whole  number  of  scholars  in  the  M.  E.  Sunday  schools 
in  1863.  This  school  had  in  1885  a  total  average  attendance  of  630.  The  Presby- 
terians have  over  seventy  Sunday  schools,  with  a  membership  ranging  from  100  to 
200  each,  and  twelve  schools  with  a  membership  ranging  from  200  to  450  each,  and 
a  total  reported  membership  of  over  20,000.  If  figures  were  at  hand  from  other  de- 
nominations, they  would  doubtless  show  a  similar  rate  of  growth. 

Denominational  bigotry  is  at  the  minimum  point  in  Kansas.  Bigotry  is  the  pro- 
duct of  ignorance —  and  dyspepsia.  The  zealot  who  supposes  that  all  virtue  and 
piety  are  in  his  own  sect,  needs  to  read,  and  to  travel,  and  to  use  aperients.  The  an- 
tecedents and  history  of  this  State,  and  all  her  traditions,  are  favorable  to  the  growth 
of  churches,  but  they  are  hostile  to  the  development  of  sectarian  bigotry  and  intol- 
erance.   No  sect  holds  in  Kansas  a  monopoly  of  influence  and  popular  confidence 

—  no  sect  can  ever  secure  such  monopoly.  Any  denomination  whose  affairs  are 
judiciously  and  vigorously  managed,  finds  friends  and  adherents.  It  is  fortunate 
that  this  is  the  fact.    All  churches  are  better  than  any  church. 

The  highest  degree  of  fraternity  and  sympathy  characterizes  the  various  churches 
and  their  ministers  in  their  intercourse  with  one  another.  The  lion  and  the  lamb  of 
Calvinism  and  Arminianism  here  lie  down  together,  (I  do  not  intimate  an  opinion 
as  to  which  is  the  lion  and  which  is  the  lamb,)  and  the  little  child,  mutual  good-will, 
is  leading  them. 

If  Servetus  and  Calvin  were  in  Kansas,  it  is  not  probable  that  they  would  be 
engaged  in  arranging  for  a  conflagration.  It  is  more  likely  that  they  would  be 
employed  as  joint  managers  of  a  Sunday  School  Assembly,  or  of  a  Temperance 
Union,  or  possibly  in  settling  the  details  of  a  plan  to  raise  funds  for  a  hospital  or 
an  asylum. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  said  that  we  have  gone  to  the  extreme  of  personal  independ- 
ence and  intense  individualism.  If  this  be  so,  e'en  our  failing  leans  to  virtue's 
side.  It  is  a  fact  that  here  you  may  express  your  mind  freely  on  religious  topics, 
as  on  secular  topics,  with  the  assurance  that  your  words  will  do  as  little  harm  and  as 
little  good,  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  globe. 

"VVe  believe  in  belief,  yet  vre  also  believe  in  freedom  of  belief  and  of  unbelief,  in 
freedom  of  discussion,  in  freedom  of  worship,  and  in  the  spiritual  responsibility  of 
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each  man,  not  to  the  State,  nor  to  his  neighbor,  but  before  the  bar  of  his  own  con- 
science, and  the  tribunal  of  his  God.  No  man's  creed  is  worth  so  much  as  the  free- 
dom to  reject  any  man's  creed. 

In  no  part  of  the  country  is  the  relation  existing  between  the  churches  and  the 
general  community  more  friendly  and  cordial  than  in  this  State.  Specially  is  there 
a  good  understanding  between  the  churches  and  the  newspaper  press.  This  amica- 
ble relation  between  the  proprietors  and  editors  of  newspapers,  and  the  churches 
and  ministers,  is  creditable  to  the  liberality  and  the  practical  good-sense  of  both 
parties.  Editors  and  clergymen  are  natural  allies,  devoting  their  labors  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community,  and  fighting  their  common  enemy,  "  the  d^vil." 

As  a  body,  the  ministers  of  the  several  denominations  are  regarded  with  respect 
and  confidence  by  the  people,  on  account  of  their  qualifications,  character,  and  devo- 
tion to  their  proper  work. 

If  we  should  ever  inscribe  a  supplementary  motto  on  our  coat-of-arms,  and  if  the 
clergy  should  be  allowed  to  select  the  legend,  I  believe  it  would  be  the  golden  phrase 
that  has  come  down  to  us  from  the  seventeenth  century:  "7n  necessariis  unitas.  in 
dubiis  liherfaSj  in  omnibus  caritas'' — In  things  essential,  unity;  in  things  doubtful, 
liberty;  in  all  things  charity. 

ADDRESS  OF  COL.  SAMUEL  N.  WOOD. 

In  introducing  the  next  speaker,  Col.  Anthony  said:  "Thirty  years  ago 
I  rode  from  La\Yrence  to  Kansas  City  ^vith  a  gentleman  who  is  now  in  this 
house.  At  Westport  we  stopped  at  what  might  now  be  called  a  saloon,  and 
took  a  drink  —  of  water — and  watered  our  horses.  On  the  wall  of  this  saloon 
was  a  poster  offering  $1,000  reward  for  Eli  Thayer,  the  founder  of  the  Xew 
England  Emigrant  Aid  Company,  dead  or  alive.  We  asked  what  they  would 
do  with  Eli  Thayer  if  they  had  him;  the  reply  was  that  he  would  be 
hanged.  This  gentleman  who  was  with  me  stepped  up  and  said:  *I  am 
Eli  Thayer.  Proceed  to  hang.'  He  was  not  hanged,  but  I  have  the  honor 
this  evening  of  introducing  him  to  you.  He  was  one  of  the  truest  of  the 
pioneei-s  in  the  great  struggle.  His  name  is  a  household  word;  he  is  better 
known  as  'Sam  ^Yood.'"  Colonel  Wood  then  delivered  the  following  ad- 
dress : 

THE  PIONEERS  OF  KANSAS. 

M)\  President,  Ladies  and  Geyitlemen:  My  heart  fails  me  when  I  attempt  to  speak 
for  the  pioneers  of  Kansas.  No  tongue  or  pen  will  ever  be  able  to  do  justice  to  the 
memory  of  the  old  Kansas  pioneers. 

T^ie  Puritans  left  England  for  Holland,  and  finally  came  to  America,  in  pursuit 
of  religious  freedom.  They  were  the  pioneers  of  New  England,  and  sought  freedom 
for  themselves,  not  others.  The  first  settlers  or  pioneers  of  the  older  States  cleared 
away  the  forests,  built  houses,  redeemed  the  prairies  from  silent  monotony,  made 
homes  for  themselves  and  children,  and  prepared  the  way  for  a  more  progressive 
civDization.  Theirs  was  a  noble  purpose;  they  bore  hardships  and  privations 
bravely:  looking  forward  to  beautiful  homes  in  the  near  future,  they  were  cheered, 
upheld  and  strengthened  by  the  good-will  and  sympathy  of  their  neighbors,  and 
above  all  by  the  protection  of  the  Government.  The  pioneers  of  some  of  the  older 
States  had  to  band  together  and  live  in  forts  and  block-houses,  and  work  with  arms 
by  them,  for  protection  from  the  Indians,  while  they  cleared  away  the  forests  or 
broke  up  the  soil. 
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The  pioneers  of  Kansas  came  here  for  all  this,  and  more.  They  came  here  seek- 
ing that  freedom,  not  only  for  themselves,  that  the  Puritans  had  sought  two  hundred 
and  thirty-four  years  before,  but  freedom  for  a  race.  They  came,  it  is  true,  to  make 
homes  for  themselves  and  their  children,  but  for  something  more.  A  critical  period 
in  our  nation's  history  was  upon  us.  The  great  question  of  Freedom  or  Slavery  was 
being  agitated.  Was  slavery  the  rule  and  freedom  the  exception,  or  freedom  the 
rule  and  slavery  the  exception?  Yes,  it  was  a  decisive  period,  for  good  or  ill,  to  un- 
born generations.  The  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  had  been  thrown  open 
for  settlement  by  the  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  after  a  long  and  desper- 
ate struggle  against  the  infamous  provision  of  that  bill  which  tore  down  the  barrier 
against  human  slavery,  made  by  the  Missouri  compromise  thirty-four  years  before. 
The  success  of  this  measure  emboldened  still  more  the  aggressive  spirit  of  the  slave 
power,  and  shocked  and  alarmed  every  friend  of  human  freedom.  It  was  evident 
that  the  great  question  '"Shall  freedom  or  slavery  become  national?"  was  to  be  set- 
tled upon  the  plains  of  Kansas.  The  spirit  of  Liberty,  which  had  seemed  to  slumber, 
if  not  really  dead,  awoke,  was  resurrected,  and  called  her  sons  to  action.  This  call 
was  reechoed  through  every  village  and  hamlet  in  the  North.  The  result  was,  the 
pioneers  came  here  with  their  lives  in  their  hands,  as  it  were,  to  battle  for  freedom. 
It  was  for  a  show  of  fairness  that  slavery  and  freedom  were  invited  here  to  contend 
for  the  mastery;  but  it  was  well  known  that  the  projectors  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
bill  expected  and  intended  that  Northern  men  were  to  go  to  Nebraska,  while  the 
South,  with  slavery,  would  have  a  clear  field  in  Kansas.  That  the  political  party 
then  in  power  deliberately  planned  this  result,  no  one  acquainted  with  the  history 
of  that  time  can  doubt.  The  slave  power  had  controlled  both  of  the  old  political 
parties — Whig  and  Democratic  —  and  at  that  time  had  full  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Kansas  was  almost  surrounded  by  slavery  —  slavery  in  Missouri,  Arkansas, 
Indian  Territory,  Texas,  and  New  Mexico.  No  sooner  was  Kansas  opened  to  settle- 
ment than  the  minions  of  the  slave  power  swarmed  across  the  border,  seemingly  de- 
termined to  occupy  the  whole  Territory.  Leavenworth,  Atchison,  Kickapoo,  Iowa 
Point,  Doniphan  and  other  places  were  occupied.  These  were  the  pioneers  of  the 
slave  power.  But  another  class  of  pioneers  was  pouring  into  the  Territory.  The 
emigrants  from  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  the  real  emigrants  from  Missouri, 
came  largely  in  their  own  wagons,  with  household  goods,  seeds,  and  farming  utensils. 
They  came  unorganized  and  unannounced.  These  were  the  real  pioneers  of  Kansas. 
They  prepared  the  way,  and  their  coming  inspired  those  who  followed  with  confi- 
dence and  courage. 

The  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  became  a  law  on  May  30,  1851;  and  on  the  6th  of  June, 
with  my  family  and  team  and  wagon,  I  left  my  Ohio  home  and  was  en  route  to 
Kansas.  My  wife's  parents  and  family  were  already  on  the  border;  awaiting  us  at 
Independence.  Mo.  We  traveled  most  of  the  way  by  water,  reaching  Independence 
about  June  20.  Soon  afterward  I  made  a  trip  into  the  Territory  with  my  wife  and 
eldest  child,  camping  out  on  the  way.  We  traveled  and  camped  with  White  and 
Yates,  old  settlers  and  pioneers  of  Douglas  county,  who  settled  near  Bloomington. 
The  4th  of  July,  1851,  we  spent  in  Kansas  Territory.  On  one  of  these  trips  we  went 
by  way  of  Westport  and  the  Shawnee  Mission.  Crossing  the  Shawnee  Reservation, 
we  reached  the  site  of  the  city  of  Lawrence, 'wdiere  we  found  a  solitary  settler.  Mr. 
Stearns,  a  Western  pioneer.  We  passed  up  the  valley  to  what  was  then  known  as 
Coon  Point,  then  down  the  California  road  to  Miller's  Springs,  where  we  found  in 
camp  our  first  squatter  pioneer  judge,  John  A.  Wakefield,  from  Iowa,  with  a  large 
family,  mostly  boys.  Also.  B.  W.  Mnller  and  family,  from  Indiana,  and  others.  All 
of  these  settlers  were  for  a  Fvee  State,  and  I  shall  ever  remember  them  as  among  the 
real  piuileers  of  Kansas. 
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At  this  early  day  emigrants  from  every  Western  State  were  pouring  in.  We  had 
not  yet  heard  of  the  New  England  Emigrant  Aid  Society;  and  while  I  do  not  wish  to 
detract,  in  the  least,  from  the  noble  work  of  this  society,  candor  compels  me  to  say 
that  freedom  would  have  triumphed,  and  Kansas  would  have  been  a  Free  State,  had 
it  never  been  organized. 

The  Pro-Slavery  men  from  Missouri  had  met  in  Kansas  and  adopted  a  code  of 
squatter  laws,  and  the  whole  Territory  seemed  staked  into  claims.  They  had  a 
register  of  claims,  with  an  office  at  Westport,  Missouri.  One  law  of  this  remark- 
able code  provided  that  Nebraska  was  for  the  North  and  Kansas  for  the  South.  One 
provision  was,  that  every  white-livered  abolitionist  who  dared  to  set  foot  in  Kansas 
should  be  hung;  and.  that  there  might  be  no  mistake,  they  added,  ''Every  man 
north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  is  an  abolitionist."  But  emigrants  from  the  Free 
States  poured  in,  and  they  came  to  stay.  A  large  number  of  these  from  Missouri 
were  for  a     Free  White  State."    They  wanted  no  negroes,  bond  or  free. 

Our  first  squatter  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  B.  W.  Miller,  about  two  miles 
southwest  of  the  present  city  of  Lawrence.  John  A.  Wakefield,  as  I  said,  was  our 
first  and  only  Squatter  Judge.  The  New  England  Emigrant  Aid  Society  was  organ- 
ized, and  the  first  pioneers  sent  out  by  that  society  reached  the  Territory  early  in 
August.  Hon.  C.  H.  Branscomb  was  the  leader,  or  pilot,  of  this  first  party.  They 
pitched  their  tents  on  Mt.  Oread,  where  the  State  University  is  now  located.  Dr. 
Charles  Robinson  had  selected  this  site  for  a  city,  and  for  the  headquarters  of  the 
Emigrant  Aid  Society  in  Kansas.  Dr.  Robinson  himself  came  with  the  second  party, 
which  reached  Mt.  Oread  in  September,  and  the  city  of  Lawrence  was  founded.  I  was 
then  living  on  the  California  road,  some  three  miles  southwest  of  Lawrence,  on  what 
was  afterwards  known  as  Judge  Spicer's  place.  As  soon  as  I  learned  that  this  first 
New  England  party  were  on  Mt.  Oread.  I  visited  them.  Among  those  whom  I  met 
were  Hon.  D.  R.  Anthony,  Dr.  John  Doy,  S.  F.  Tappan,  J.  C.  Archibald,  Dr.  Fuller, 
A.  H.  Mallory,  Morgan,  Goss  and  others  —  I  think  twenty-nine  all  told.  They  came 
to  stay  —  came  in  the  right  time,  and  were  a  most  welcome  reinforcement  to  the 
Free-State  men  already  here.  I  need  not  tell  you  how  our  hearts  went  out  to  them 
at  this  trying  time  in  our  early  history.  You  who  have  since  come  to  Kansas,  you 
who  were  emigrants  and  not  pioneers,  can  scarcely  understand  the  hardships,  priva- 
tions and  dangers  of  our  early  pioneer  life. 

Among  the  earliest  pioneers'  houses  I  think  ours  was  the  best.  It  was  not  plan- 
ned, however,  by  Haskell  &.  Wood.  Four  forks  were  set  in  the  ground,  poles  were 
laid  from  one  to  the  other;  these  were  crossed  by  other  poles,  and  all  covered  with 
hay.  The  sides  were  inclosed  with  the  wagon  cover  and  blankets,  and  thus  our  first 
Kansas  home  was  complete.  I  will  not  descril:>e  its  interior,  further  than  to  say 
that  our  floor  was  solid,  and  we  had  no  fear  that  the  foundation  would  give  way. 
The  last  rain  of  1854  fell  on  the  12th  day  of  August.  It  was  a  terrible  storm,  almost 
a  hurricane.  Our  mansion  was  torn  to  fragments  and  scattered  far  and  wide  over 
the  prairie.  All  the  novelty  and  romance  of  that  kind  of  life  went  with  the  house. 
We  never  recovered  the  pieces,  either  of  the  novelty  and  romance,  or  of  the  house, 
We  were  drenched  with  rain,  but  it  was  dry  enough  the  rest  of  the  season.  As 
I  now  remember  it,  not  another  drop  of  rain  fell  after  that  day. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  pioneers  of  the  West.  The  pioneers  of  the  East  came  with 
their  New  England  culture  and  Yankee  enterprise,  but  with  very  little  idea  of  our 
rough  Western  pion-eer  life.  They  came,  however,  as  true  friends  of  Freedom:  ready 
to  do  and  dare.  They  trusted  in  God  and  Beecher's  Bibles.  They  came  to  help  estab- 
lish.freedom  in  Kansas;  and  were  determined  to  have  peace  even  at  the  cost  of  fight- 
ing for  it.  They  also  came  to  stay,  and  for  a  purpose  as  noble  as  ever  animated  tlie 
breast  of  man.    Our  first  State  Governor,  Charles  Robinson,  was  the  recognized 
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leader  of  these  New  England  pioneers;  a  man  well  fitted  for  the  position.  Born  and 
educated  in  Massachusetts,  he  was  among  the  early  pioneers  of  California:  wa.->  in 
the  squatters'  riots  at  Sacramento,  contending  for  the  rights  of  the  settlers  against  a 
lot  of  land  thieves;  was  shot  through  the  body,  and  for  a  long  time  lav  at  death's 
door.  A  man  of  convictions;  good  in  diplomacy,  and  without  fear,  he  was  just  the 
man  to  lead  these  New  England  pioneers. 

The  pilgrims  of  the  Mayflower  sought  the  wild  shores  of  America  that  they  might 
be  free  to  worship  God  in  their  own  way;  free  to  believe  in  religious  matters  what- 
ever seemed  right  to  their  own  consciences.  They  sought  freedom  for  themselves. 
But  the  pioneers  of  Kansas — both  Western  and  Eastern — heard  the  call  which  in 
every  age  has  thrilled  the  souls  of  men  with  heroic  power.  At  this  critical  period 
when  the  hosts  of  slavery  and  freedom  were  marshaling  for  this  great  and  decisive 
encounter,  in  their  inmost  souls  they  heard  the  divine  voice  calling  for  defenders 
of  liberty;  and  they  obeyed  the  signal  that  pointed  to  Kansas  as  the  great  battle- 
ground. The  pioneers  who  became  trusted  leaders  among  the  Free-State  hosts  were 
men  who  could  not  rest  in  their  old  comfortable  homes  when  the  demon  of  Human 
Slavery  was  clutching  at  Freedom's  rightful  heritage.  Many  of  them  were  sons  of 
the  old  anti-slavery  agitators,  and  had  learned  from  childhood  to  hate  slaver^/  and 
to  love  freedom,  and  claim  it  as  the  right  of  all  men,  races  and  conditions.  These 
men,  meeting  upon  our  prairies  for  the  first  time,  recognized  each  other  as  kindred 
spirits.  They  spoke  the  same  language,  and  were  working  for  the  same  grand  pur- 
pose. Prominent  among  these,  and  true  from  the  first,  were  Charles  Robinson,  who 
presided  this  afternoon,  and  D.  R.  Anthony,  our  chairman  this  evening.  I  might 
name  hundreds  of  others,  I  wish  that  I  had  time  to  do  their  memory  that  justice 
to  which  their  noble  work  so  justly  entitles  them. 

When  I  look  back  over  the  almost  thirty-two  years  of  my  residence  in  Kansas.  I 
am  astonished  at  the  mighty  changes  wrought  in  the  moral  and  political,  as  well  as 
in  the  physical  world.  The  Great  American  Desert  of  my  school  days  has  been  con- 
verted into  a  very  garden  of  Eden,  and  our  prairies  have  been  made  to  bloom  and 
blossom  as  the  rose.  With  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  population,  we  have  become 
the  third  corn  and  fourth  wheat  State  in  the  Union.  We  are  now  raising  more  beef 
and  pork  than  all  New  England.  Oar  fruit  is  the  marvel  of  the  world.  Whisky  is 
no  longer  sold  as  a  beverage,  but  only  as  a  medicine,  and  is  a  drug  in  the  market. 

Freedom  has  been  established  not  only  in  Kansas,  but  in  the  whole  country. 
When  Kansas  was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  free  State,  twenty-five  years  ago. 
slave  State  after  slave  State  seceded  and  went  out  of  the  Union  with  slavery:  but 
after  four  years  of  bloody  war,  came  back  begging  admission  into  the  sisterhood  of 
States,  without  slavery.  Freedom  became  national,  and  slavery  had  not  even  a  local 
habitation.  There  is  not  a  man  or  woman  in  this  whole  nation  who  now  advocates 
chattel  slavery,  or  would  restore  the  institution  if  they  could.  How  my  heart  swells 
with  emotion  when  I  contemplate  this  mighty  change! 

Some  of  the  individual  changes  are  no  less  marked.  As  I  have  said,  in  our  first 
struggle  the  Government  and  the  party  in  power  were  on  the  side  of  slavery.  H<>n 
A.  H.  Reeder,  our  first  Territorial  Governor,  came  here  prepared  to  do  the  slave- 
holders' bidding.  He  betrayed  the  actual  settlers  of  Kansas  by  giving  certiticates 
of  election  to  our  first  Border-Ruflian  Legislature,  when  he  knew  he  was  legalizing 
a  fraud  of  the  blackest  dye.  Well  do  I  remember  going  to  the  Shawnee  Mi-^sion.  the 
temporary  seat  of  Government,  in  company  with  two  wagon-loads  of  well-arm t-d 
men,  h(jping  to  stiffen  the  Governor's  backbone,  but  we  failed,  and  Kansas,  btrand 
and  chained  for  a  short  time,  x>assed  into  the  hands  of  the  slave  power!  Gov-rnor 
Reeder  afterwards  saw  his  error,  and  becauie  our  friend.  The  slave  power  bt-came 
^50  incensed  that  he  was  obliged  to  escape  from  the  Territory  in  disguise. 
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Stanton,  a  slaveholder,  afterwards  had  the  courage  to  do  what  Reeder  had  failed 
to  accomplish.  That  is,  to  restore  the  Territorial  Government  to  the  control  of 
the  actual  citizens  of  Kansas. 

General  James  H.  Lane  was  a  member  of  Congress  from  Indiana  when  the  Kan- 
sas-Nebraska bill  passed.  He  voted  to  pull  down  the  barriers  of  freedom,  and 
establish  slavery  in  Kansas.  When  Congress  adjourned,  instead  of  returning  to  his 
constituents,  he  came  to  Kansas.  At  first  he  was  a  Pro-Slavery  man,  but  afterwards 
joined  the  Free-State  party,  and  from  that  time  labored  and  worked  as  but  few 
others  did,  or  could,  to  make  Kansas  a  free  State. 

The  Stringfellows.  of  Atchison  —  lawyer  and  doctor  — were  among  the  most  violent 
slavery  propagandists.  They  counseled  and  helped  to  send  Rev.  Pardee  Butler  down 
the  Missouri  river  on  a  raft.  Judge  Lecompte,  who  became  famous  during  our  Ter- 
ritorial days,  and  under  whose  instructions  the  Free-State  hotel  at  Lawrence  and 
Blanton's  bridge  were  indicted  as  nuisances  and  destroyed,  and  Charles  Robinson. 
Andrew  H.  Reeder,  James  H.  Lane,  George  W.  Brown,  George  W.  Deitzler.  George 
W.  Smith,  S.  N.  "Wood  and  Gains  Jenkins  were  indicted  for  treason,  has  also  ex- 
perienced a  change.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  Stringfellows,  as  well  as  Judge 
Lecompte,  are  now  good  citizens  and  ardent  Republicans. 

The  Squatter  Sovereign,  at  Atchison,  one  of  the  most  violent  Pro-Slavery,  Border- 
Ruffian  sheets  in  our  pioneer  days,  is  now  the  Republican,  Prohibition  Atchison 
Champion.  Instead  of  being  edited  by  the  Border  Ruffian,  R.  S.  Kelley,  it  is  now 
edited  by  our  present  Governor,  John  A.  Martin. 

Samuel  J.  Jones,  our  Westport  postmaster,  and  bogus  sheriff  of  Douglas  county, 
who  battered  down  the  walls  of  the  Free-State  hotel  at  Lawrence,  also  experienced  a 
change;  and  in  the  war  that  followed  became  an  ardent  Union  man,  and  I  believe  a 
Republican. 

Milt.  McGee,  whom  all  of  our  old  pioneers  will  remember  as  among  the  most  vio- 
lent Pro-Slavery  men,  also  became  an  ardent  Union  man  during  our  late  war.  and 
spent  his  time  and  money  for  the  Union  cause. 

I  mentioned  those,  a  moment  ago,  indicted  for  treason.  I  am  proud  that  my 
name  was  included  among  the  number.  We  were  charged  with  fighting  the  whole 
United  States.  To  oppose  human  slavery  in  those  days,  was  to  subvert  the  Govern- 
ment and  destroy  the  Union,  or  at  least  to  remove  its  corner-stone.  Reeder.  Lane. 
Deitzler,  Smith  and  Jenkins  have  already  passed  over  to  the  land  of  flowers:  Robin- 
son, Brown  and  myself  are  the  only  ones  left  of  these  traitors  to  the  institution  of 
slavery.  This  indictment  shows  whom  the  Pro-Slavery  men  regarded  as  their  most 
dangerous  enemies.  Had  we  been  arrested  and  tried  at  that  time,  we  would  have  been 
convicted  and  hanged.  Then  our  bodies,  too,  would  have  been  "mouldering  in  the 
grave,"  and  our  "souls  would  have  been  marching  on."  Kansas  was  the  great  school 
of  freedom,  and  our  early  pioneers  were  the  great  teachers.  Yes,  the  early  Kansas 
pioneers  made  way  for  liberty.    They  made  straight  the  paths  for  to-day! 

With  all  the  power  of  the  General  Government  against  them,  and  sorely  harassed 
by  murderous  incursions  from  hostile  neighbors,  they  stood  their  ground  with  brave 
and  patient  endurance,  and  with  steadfast  faith  in  the  final  triumph  of  the  right. 
They  did  their  work  well  —  each  working  in  his  own  or  her  own  way;  and  these  old 
pioneers  have  left  their  mark  upon  the  page  of  time,  and  the  civilization  of  the  age. 
History  will  never  do  them  justice.  This  is  no  time  to  find  fault  with  any  who  took 
part  in  this  great  struggle.  As  to  myself,  I  did  what  I  believed  right  at  the  time, 
with  the  light  that  I  then  had.  and  I  have  no  apology  to  make  to  the  present  or  to 
posterity  for  the  part  I  then  took.  T  concede  the  same  honesty  of  purpose  to  others- 
If  any  erred,  let  us  throw  the  mantle  of  charity  over  their  acts,  for  not  until  we 
reach  that  better  country  to  which  we  are  one  by  one  surely  emigrating,  and  in  which 
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will  be  emigrants  and  not  pioneers,  will  the  motives  of  all,  and  the  whole  work  of 
the  pioneers  of  Kansas,  be  justly  estimated. 

In  conclusion.  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  express  the  hope  that  all  our  old  pioneers 
who  were  here  twenty-liye  years  ago,  who  helped  to  free  not  only  Kansas  but  a  race; 
all  those  who  lived  through  the  drouth  of  1860  and  grasshoppers  of  1874,  with  you, 
Mr.  Chairman,  may  continue  to  live  in  this  beautiful  State,  and  enjoy  the  good 
things  of  this  earth,  until  the  good  angels,  with  the.  Goddess  of  Liberty  at  their 
head,  at  the  great  day  of  judgment,  shall  do  what  the  Border  Ruffians  failed  to  do 
in  their  day  —  that  is,  remove  them  and  you  from  earth,  and  transplant  you  all  bodily 
to  realms  of  eternal  bliss. 

ADDRESS  OF  HON.  JOHN  SPEER. 

In  introducing  Mr.  Speer,  Col.  Anthony  spoke  of  him  as  one  of  the  ablest 
and  most  faithful  of  those  who  struggled  for  the  Freedom  of  Kansas.  As  a 
pioneer  editor  and  publisher,  he  dealt  stalwart  blows  against  the  slave  power 
in  the  Territory.  He  was  likewise  one  of  those  who  suffered  most  at  the 
atrocious  hands  of  the  minions  of  slavery.  Mr.  Speer  then  delivered  the 
following  address : 

THE  TERRITORIAL  GOVERNMENTS. 

Mr.  President.  Ladles  and  Gentlemea:  I  feel  truly  grateful  for  the  compliment  paid 
me  by  the  committee  in  the  place  assigned  me  on  the  programme;  but  I  have  just 
got  out  of  a  snow-drift  in  western  Kansas,  after  six  days  spent  in  reaching  the  Cap- 
ital, which  otherwise  would  have  taken  but  about  half  a  day,  and  a  snow-bank  is  not 
a  propitious  place  for  preparing  an  address  of  this  kind. 

The  American  Government  was  originally  based  upon  the  principle  of  the  uni- 
versality of  freedom,  and  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  an  emphatic,  suc- 
cinct declaration  that  ''all  men  were  created  equal,  and  entitled  to  certain  inalienable 
rights,"'  life  and  liberty  being  the  most  essential  of  all  the  rights  of  man.  The  Saviour 
of  all  declared  that  upon  the  commandment.  "Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should 
do  unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  unto  them,"  hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets.  The 
fathers  of  the  Republic  recognized  the  principle,  and  it  was  embraced  by  Jefferson  in 
the  original  draft  of  American  independence;  but  upon  so  slender  a  thread  hung  the 
hopes  of  victory  in  the  desperate  struggle  for  free  government,  that  it  was  stricken 
out  without  inserting  a  single  sentence  which  could  be  construed  against  the  senti- 
ment. After  more  than  half  a  century  of  toleration  of  a  system  accursed  of  God  and 
condemned  by  the  advanced  civilization  of  man,  a  struggle  commenced,  which  only 
reached  its  climax  in  the  discussion  of  the  Congressional  enactment  which  was  des- 
tined to  break  the  fetters  of  tyranny,  and  to  make  us  in  fact,  as  well  as  in  theory,  a 
nation  of  freemen.  That  was  the  organic  act,  which  declared  that  the  people  of  Kan- 
sas Territory  should  be  perfectly  free  to  regulate  their  institutions  in  their  own  way 
Upon  this  essential  principle  the  great  struggle,  not  only  for  Kansas  rights,  but 
that  for  universal  freedom,  was  inaugurated,  and  the  *' Territorial  Government"  be- 
came the  instrument  in  precipitating  the  country  into  a  war  which  has  no  parallel  in 
the  history  of  any  government  which  the  world  ever  saw.  Inaugurated  by  fraud  and 
injustice,  the  very  acts  intended  for  our  oppression  became  the  instruments  in  arous- 
ing the  people  —  the  source  of  all  just  government  —  to  throw  off  a  yoke  which  had 
borne  down  the  American  Nation,  and  made  its  pretensions  to  justice  the  mock  and 
scoff  of  the  advanced  civilization  of  the  world.  "  AY  horn  the  gods  will  to  destroy 
they  first  make  mad:"  and  in  the  light  of  the  present  age,  we  look  back  at  au  at- 
tempt at  tyranny  so  glaring,  so  damnable,  that  at  the  close  of  a  quarter  of  a  century 
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it  is  hard  to  realize  that  any  respectable  portion  of  the  people  could  possibly  have 
contemplated  measures  so  aggressive  and  tyrannical. 

The  infant  Territorial  Government  was  seized  by  usurpation  and  fraud.  Such 
■was  the  aroused  public  sentiment,  that  after  the  usurpation  of  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment by  a  fraudulently  elected  Legislature,  the  people  arose  spontaneously,  even 
before  a  single  enactment  was  framed,  and  by  speech  and  by  resolution,  publicly 
declared  they  would  not  have  these  usurpers  and  tyrants  to  rule  over  them.  The 
"irrepressible  conflict''  at  this  epoch  became  defined,  as  a  fixed  fact.  From  a  theory 
of  statesmen  it  became  a  struggle  of  arms. 

This  sentiment  was  voiced  by  the  advanced  statesmanship  of  Franklin,  Jefferson 
and  other  bold  spirits,  even  in  the  days  of  the  revolution;  but  slavery  grew  into 
such  an  oligarcliy  as  to  silence  or  drive  to  private  life  every  statesman  of  an  earlier 
period. 

Even  good  men  feared  the  results  of  such  a  conflict,  as  calculated  to  so  weaken 
the  Government  as  to  endanger  its  existence  against  an  internal  commotion  and 
possible  foreign  war.  Finally,  however,  its  aggressions  brought  but  the  thundering 
denunciations  of  Garrison,  Thaddeus  Stevens,  Sumner,  Giddings,  Greeley  and  others, 
whose  voices  were  never  silenced  until  the  whole  nation  had  been  aroused  against  a 
system  no  longer  tolerable,  and  which  threatened  alike  the  freedom  of  the  white  as 
well  as  the  black.  But  in  the  history  of  the  early  struggle,  but  a  single  Governor 
broke  out  in  exclamations  against  it — Governor  Ritner,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  strongly 
advocated  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  all  territory  over  which  Congress  had  jurisdic- 
tion, and  denounced  Northern  submission  as  ''basely  bosving  the  knee  to  the  dark 
spirit  of  slavery,"  a  sentiment,  the  utterance  of  wiiich  has  done  more  to  immortalize 
his  name  than  all  the  other  acts  of  his  life,  through  the  memorable  lines  of  free- 
dom's poet,  Whittier: 

"  Thauk  God  for  the  token— one  lip  is  still  free- 
One  spirit  untrammel'd — unbending  one  knee; 
Like  the  oak  of  the  mountain,  deep-rooted  and  firm, 
Erect,  vrhen  the  multitude  bends  to  the  storm; 
"When  traitors  to  freedom  and  honor  and  God, 
Are  bowed  to  an  idol  polluted  with  blood; 
When  the  recreant  North  has  forgotten  her  trust, 
And  the  lip  of  her  honor  is  low  in  the  dust." 

The  organization  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  renewed  the  excitements  which  had  been 
time  and  again  suppressed  by  various  "compromise  measures."  from  the  admission 
of  Missouri  in  1820  till  the  era  of  the  Kansas  imbroglio.  The  lovers  of  freedom  in 
the  East  and  the  North  rallied  by  organizations,  and  emigrated  in  companies  as  well 
as  by  individuals.  The  new  Territory  attracted  men  of  enterprise  and  adventure  as 
no  country  in  American  history,  except  the  gold  fields,  had  ever  attracted  them. 
The  Free-State  men  had  distances  of  500  to  1,500  miles'  travel  before  them,  while  the 
borders  of  the  Pro-Slavery  host  were  but  divided  from  the  fields  of  conflict  by  a 
mere  imaginary  line.  Unequal  as  were  their  advantages,  the  Free-State  men,  though 
greatly  in  the  minority  at  first,  stood  manfully  for  the  cause  of  the  oppressed,  and 
in  defense  of  the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  rights  of  man. 

The  first  struggle  for  ascendency  was  in  the  election  of  a  Delegate  to  Congress, 
in  which  the  Pro-Slavery  faction  was  in  the  ascendant,  and  a  most  ultra  partisan 
was  elected.  But  the  frauds  perpetrated  even  at  this  election,  the  beginning  of  the 
struggle,  inspired  the  vanquished  with  such  courage  as  to  make  the  first  election  of 
members  of  the  Legislature,  March  30,  1855,  one  of  great  interest.  Full  tickets  were 
nominated  on  both  sides,  and  the  Free-State  men  entered  into  the  canvass  inspired 
with  the  strongest  hopes  of  victory.  This  victory  could  only  be  averted  by  an  inva- 
sion from  Missouri,  the  parallel  to  which  has  never  been  witnessed  at  any  election  in 
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the  history  of  the  Republic.  The  district  of  which  Lawrence  was  a  prominent  part, 
containintT  a  clear  Free-State  majority,  was  invaded  by  nearly  l.WO  Missoa.rian<, 
portions  of  whom  went  to  and  overran  other  districts;  and  thns  by  fraud  and  vio- 
lence succeeded  in  securing  the  Legislature,  and  afterwards  overrode  the  honest 
decision  of  the  brave-hearted,  incorruptible  Governor  Reeder,  who  set  aside  the 
fraudulent  elections  and  gave  certificates  to  a  number  of  Free-State  men. 

Thus  outraged,  the  people  soon  rallied  in  resistance  to  this  usurpation,  and  your 
speaker  had  the  honor  to  preside  at  the  first  meeting  pledged  in  advance  to  resist 
pretended  laws,  a  meeting  addressed  with  great  eloquence  and  power  by  Hon.  Martin 
F.  Conway,  who  publicly  threw  up  his  commission  as  a  member  of  the  Legislature, 
and  declared  that  he  would  not  sit  in  a  body  thrust  upon  the  people  by  fraud  and 
violence. 

The  anticipations  of  the  Free-State  men  in  the  acts  of  a  Legislature  thus  elected, 
were  more  than  realized.  It  not  only  passed  the  entire  barbaric  code  of  Missouri, 
but  it  added  to  all  the  infamy  of  the  most  infamous  legislative  bodies  by  making  the 
acts  of  the  commonest  humanity  towards  a  despised  race  a  capital  offense,  and  the 
mere  declaration  that  slavery  "did  not  legally  exist  in  Kansas,"  punishable  with  not 
less  than  two  years  in  the  penitentiary.  At  that  period  there  were  but  three  pro- 
nounced Free-State  papers  in  the  Territory.  The  law  was  made  to  take  effect  on  the 
15th  day  of  September,  1855;  and  this  audience  will  pardon  the  apparent  egotism  if 
I  present  and  read  my  own  denunciation  of  that  law  as  published  in  the  Kansas 
Tribune  on  the  very  day  that  it  took  effect,  in  large  letters,  on  a  full  page  of  that  paper, 
as  follows: 

"The  Day  of  Ouk  Knslavkmknt. — To-day,  September  15. 1855,  is  the  day  on  which 
the  iniquitous  enactment  of  the  illegitimate,  illegal  and  fraudulent  Legislature  has 
declared  couimences  the  prostration  of  the  right  of  speech  and  the  curtaihneiit  of 
the  liberty  of  the  press.  To-day  commences  an  era  in  Kansas  vrhich.  unless  the 
sturdy  voice  of  the  people,  backed,  if  necessary,  by  "strong  arms  and  the  sure  eye.' 
shall  teach  the  tyrants  who  attempt  to  enthrall  us,  the  lesson  which  our  fathers  taught 
the  kingly  tyrants  of  old.  shall  prostrate  us  in  the  dust,  and  make  us  the  slave  of  an 
oligarchy  worse  than  the  veriest  despotism  on  earth. 

'•To-day  commences  the  operation  of  a  law  which  declares: 

"  'Sf:c.  12.  If  any  free  person,  by  speaking  or  by  writing,  assert  or  maintain  that  persons  have  doi 
the  right  to  hold  slaves  in  this  Territory,  or  shall  introduce  into  this  Territory,  print,  publish,  vrrite. 
circulate  or  cause  to  be  introduced  into  this  Territory,  written,  printed,  published  or  circulated  in  thi> 
Territory  any  book,  jmpcr,  ma^^azinc,  pamphlet  or  circular,  containing  any  denial  of  the  ri.:ht  oi  p^er- 
sons  to  hold  slaves  in  this  Territory,  such  person  shall  be  deemed  guiltv  of  felony  and  punishment  by 
imprisonment  at  hard  labor  for  a  term  of  not  less  than  two  years.' 

"Now  we  do  assert  and  declare,  despite  all  the  bolts  and  bars  of  the  iniquitous 
Legislature  of  Kansas,  'that  persons  have  not  the  right  to  hold  slaves  in  this 
Territory,"  and  we^will  emblazon  it  upon  our  banner  in  letters  so  large  and  in  lan- 
guage so  plain  that  the  infatuated  invaders  who  elected  the  Kansas  Legislature,  as  well 
as  that  corrupt  and  ignorant  Legislature  itself,  may  understand  it,  so  that,  if  they  can- 
not read  they  may  spell  it  out.  and  meditate  and  deliberate  upon  it:  and  we  hold 
that  the  man  who  fails  to  utter  this  self-evident  truth,  on  account  of  the  insolent  en- 
actment alluded  to,  is  a  poltroon  and  a  slave — worse  than  the  black  slaves  of  our 
persecutors  and  oppressors, 

'•  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  —  the  great  Magna  Charta  of  American 
liberties  —  guarantees  to  every  citizen  the  liberty  of  speech  and  the  freedom  of  the 
press.  And  this  is  the  tirst  time  in  the  history  of  America  that  a  body  claiming 
legislative  j)Owers  has  dared  to  attempt  to  wrest  them  from  the  people.  And  it  is 
not  only  the  right,  but  the  bounden  duty  of  every  freeman  to  spurn  with  contt?inpt 
and  trample  underfoot  an  enactment  which  thus  basely  violates  the  rights  of  free- 
men. For  our  part  we  do,  and  shall  continue  to,  utter  this  truth  so  loner  as  we  have 
the  power  of  utterance,  and  nothing  but  the  brute  force  of  an  overbearing  tyranny 
can  prevent  us. 

"Will  any  citizen —any  free  American  —  brook  the  insult  of  an  insolent  gag  law. 
the  work  of  a  Legislature  elected  by  bullying  ruiliatis  who  invaded  Kansas  wit!-,  lu-ms. 
and  whose  drunken  revt-lry  and  insults  to  our  [)eaceable.  unoffenJiniT  and  con-.para- 
tively  unarmed  citizens  were  a  disgrace  to  manhood,  and  a  burlesque  upon  popu- 
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lar  republican  government?  If  they  do,  they  are  slaves  already,  and  with  them 
freedom  is  but  a  mockery." 

This  denunciation  was  followed  by  bold  utterances  by  the  Free  State  and  the  Herald 
of  Freedom.  The  little  band  of  settlers  had  thus  presented  to  them  the  alternative 
of  resistance  or  of  slavery.  The  same  body  required  every  voter  to  swear  to  support 
this  very  law,  as  well  as  all  the  enactments  of  that  body,  and  all  fugitive  slave  laws. 

The  day  of  conflict  was  not  long  delayed.  The  murder  of  Charles  W.  Dow,  a  Free- 
State  man,  by  Franklin  N.  Coleman,  Pro-Slavery,  and  the  arrest  of  Branson  and  his 
rescue  by  Free-State  men,  were  followed  by  an  invasion  of  1,200  men  from  Missouri, 
threatening  death,  destruction  and  extermination  to  every  man  who  dared  to  resist 
the  enforcement  of  the  tyrannical  enactments  referred  to;  but  the  scattered  settlers 
rallied  to  the  defense  of  the  doomed  city  of  Lawrence,  and,  while  less  than  half  the 
number  of  their  enemies,  gallantly  defended  the  town  for  a  full  week,  when  a  com- 
promise was  effected  through  Governor  Shannon  with  Generals  Robinson  and  Lane. 
During  this  siege,  Thomas  W.  Barber,  one  of  the  purest  and  best  of  Kansas  men,  was 
murdered  by  a  band  of  guerrillas  —  a  portion  of  the  invading  hosts.  Thence  onward 
war  really  existed  in  Kansas  almost  continually  till  the  commencement  of  the 
Rebellion. 

R.  P.  Brown,  a  Free-State  man  of  Leavenworth  county,  was  cruelly  murdered  on 
the  20th  day  of  December,  and  with  his  mortal  wounds  was  carried  to  his  wife  with 
merely  strength  to  say  before  his  death,  ''I  have  been  cruelly  murdered  without  cause," 
and  then  he  died.  A  short  cessation  followed  during  a  part  of  the  winter,  but  was  re- 
newed in  early  spring,  the  arrest  of  Colonel  S.  N.  Wood  by  Sheriff  Jones  being  the  ex- 
citing cause.  Hoyt,  Stewart,  Jones,  and  others,  of  moderate  Free-State  men.  became 
martyrs  to  freedom,  and  a  system  of  robbery,  rapine  and  murder  unparalleled  fol- 
lowed. 

After  these  outrages  old  John  Brown,  of  Osawatomie  fame,  executed  five  of  the 
leading  spirits  in  the  murderous  war  which  had  preceded.  Terrible  as  the  retribu- 
tion was,  its  effect  was  almost  magic ;  the  spirit  of  murder  was  checked,  but  large 
bodies  were  subsequently  organized,  and  Forts  Saunders,  Titus,  Hickory  Point, 
Franklin,  Lecompton  and  other  places  became  the  fortifications  and  rendezvous  of 
the  Pro-Slavery  forces.  Robinson,  John  Brown  jr.,  G.  W.  Brown  of  the  Herald  of 
Freedom,  G.  W.  Smith,  H.  H.  "Williams,  Gaius  Jenkins  and  others  were  made  prisoners 
on  charges  of  treason.  The  Free-State  forces  captured  Titus,  Saunders.  Hickory 
Point,  Franklin,  and  other  strongholds. 

"Within  the  next  year,  1857,  the  friends  of  free  institutions  gathered  such  strength 
that  they  carried  the  Legislature,  changing  the  Territorial  Government  from  a  prop- 
aganda of  slavery  to  a  government  supporting  and  sustaining  the  inalienable  rights 
of  man.  That  government  abolished  slavery,  already  a  proclaimed  institution  of 
Kansas,  and  the  slave  and  the  slave-master,  as  such,  were  seen  no  more  within  our 
borders.    The  master  fled  with  his  slave,  or  the  slave  fled  without  his  master. 

The  conflicts  of  the  Territorial  Government  had  only  practically  ended  when  the 
result  of  the  check  of  slavery  was  followed  by  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  Indeed, 
war  had  been  raging  —  the  same  war,  for  the  same  reasons  —  for  nearly  the  whole 
period  of  our  Territorial  existence,  and  it  was  only  because  the  blood  on  the  frontier 
had  not  stained  the  lintels  of  Eastern  homes,  and  the  lurid  flames  of  Kansas  cabins 
had  not  cast  their  shadows  in  the  far-off  civilization,  that  it  had  scarcely  been  real- 
ized. 

There  were  giants  in  those  days  —  giants  in  physical  valor  and  giants  in  intellect 
I  am  afraid  to  name  them,  for  fear  of  disparagement.  Lane.  Robinson,  John  Brown. 
W.  Y.  Roberts.  HoUiday.  James  Redpnth,  W.  A.  Phillips,  Charles  Lenhart,  J.  E.  Ab- 
bott, S.  X.  Wood,  Dan.  Piorne,  John  Ritchie,  Frank  B.  Swift,  G.  W.  Deitzler,  Geo,  W. 
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Smith,  Gaius  Jenkins,  H.  Miles  Moore,  Mark  W.  Delahay,  Charles  F.  Garrett  and 
hosts  of  others  will  live  long  in  the  memory  of  the  men  of  the  times,  and  will  have 
their  rewards  in  history.  I  have  not  spoken  of  the  several  Governors  who  constitu- 
ted a  part  —  perhaps  I  might  say  a  small  part  —  of  the  Territorial  Government.  It 
was  a  trite  saying  of  the  times,  that  Kansas  was  "  the  grave  of  Governors."  In  our 
short  Territorial  career  of  six  years  there  were  six  of  them,  three  of  whom  were  al- 
most driven  from  the  Territory.  They  were  all  sent  to  subjugate  the  Territory,  and 
to  curse  us  :  but  of  some  of  them,  notably  Reeder  and  Geary,  it  might  be  said  as  of 
the  projjhet  sent  to  curse  Israel :  "  Thou  altogether  blesseth  them." 

The  Terrritorial  struggle  in  Kansas  was  the  incipient  struggle  of  the  war.  It  led 
onward  to  the  universality  of  freedom,  and  justified  the  prophecy  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
in  his' great  debate  with  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  that  this  Nation  must  be  all  slave  or  all 
free  territory.  Till  after  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln  the  whole  American  mind 
had  been  absorbed  in  the  arts  of  peace.  But  in  Kansas  nearly  all  citizens  had  been 
trained  to  the  arts  of  war  under  General  Lane,  whose  large  experience  as  a  leader  of 
two  regiments  in  the  Mexican  war  made  his  services  invaluable  in  resistance  of  the 
aggressions  of  the  Territorial  Government.  The  administration  of  Lincoln  was 
ushered  in  amidst  a  tumult  of  threats  and  menaces.  Early  in  the  winter  preceding 
the  inauguration,  General  Lane  tendered  to  Lincoln  a  regiment  of  Kansas  men  for 
his  protection;  but  that  just  man,  who  had  injured  no  human  being  himself,  could 
see  no  reason  to  fear  others,  and  respectfully  declined  the  offer.  But  when  he  was 
afterward  compelled  to  pass  through  Baltimore  in  disguise,  to  avoid  assassination, 
and  met  Lane  at  the  White  House,  he  gratefully  accepted  his  aid:  and  for  several 
weeks  a  company  of  about  fifty  Kansas  men  camped  in  the  celebrated  east  room  of 
the  Presidential  mansion,  under  General  Lane's  command.  Probably  so  distin- 
guished an  honor  was  never  before  conferred  upon  any  body  of  men  in  halls  of  king, 
emperor,  or  president. 

For  long  years  the  nations  of  Europe  reproached  us  with  the  stigma  that  "  repub- 
lics were  ungrateful,"  and  even  De  Tocqueville,  the  most  liberal  of  European  writers 
upon  American  institutions,  represented  us  as  lacking  centrality  of  ideas  —  no  great 
central  object  to  hold  us  together  —  a  giant  without  bones.  The  last  generation  has 
demonstrated  that  the  giant  had  bones,  muscle,  and  brains,  making  it  the  leading 
nation  of  the  earth.  Its  central  idea  is,  "That  all  just  governments  derive  their 
powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed,"  and  they  commemorate  the  men  who  in  all 
ages  have  been  the  heroes  of  that  sentiment,  and  to  them  all  their  errors  lie  buried. 
It  is  related  of  Lafayette  that  while  he  was  on  shipboard,  nearing  the  harbor  of  New 
York  on  a  visit,  after  a  half-century  since  his  deeds  of  valor  in  the  Revolution,  he 
made  the  acquaintance  of  a  New  York  gentleman,  and  the  little  old  French  hero, 
bowed  down  with  age,  in  his  simplicity  and  modesty,  unable  to  realize  his  own  merits, 

said  to  his  new-made  friend:  "I  lived  in  New  York  at  hotel,  and  I  have  heard 

that  it  is  still  a  public  house,  and  I  think  I  will  go  there;  but  things  are  so  changed, 
if  Monsieur  will  be  so  kind  as  to  conduct  me  there,  I  will  be  greatly  obliged."  Soon 
he  reached  the  harbor,  and  such  a  scene  had  never  been  witnessed  on  the  American 
continent.  All  the  armaments  of  the  Nation  thundered  their  salutations;  houses, 
public  and  private,  were  decorated  with  flags;  the  vessels  of  war  and  the  vessels  of 
commerce  vied  with  each  other  in  their  demonstrations  of  welcome,  and  he  was  the 
Nation's  guest. 

There  was  a  beautiful  superstition  among  the  Helvetians,  that  the  Helvetic  Fathers 
but  slept,  and  that  when  their  liberties  were  endangered  they  would  arise  from  the 
dead. 

"  When  Uri's  beachen  woods  wave  red 
In  the  burning  hamlet's  light, 
Then  from  the  caverns  of  the  dead 
Shall  tlie  sleepers  wake  in  might." 
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Ours  is  a  better  hope — the  hope  of  an  immortality,  and  that  the  good  deed?  of 
our  heroes  and  martyrs  shall  so  live  that  their  example  shall  be  the  best  guaranty 
for  the  actions  of  future  generations  in  the  perpetuation  of  free  institutions. 

It  seems  but  yesterday  that  a  scene  occurred  around  the  grave  of  an  humble 
American,  illustrative  of  the  patriotism  of  our  race.  His  bones  had  lain  for  three- 
quarters  of  a  century  in  a  foreign  land.  What  had  he  done?  Who  can  tell?  He  had 
won  no  battles;  he  was  not  illustrious  as  a  statesman  or  a  philosopher:  he  was  not 
even  one  of  the  recognized  American  poets.  But  he  had  written  "Home,  Sweet 
Home,"  which  touched  a  chord  in  the  American  heart;  and  presidents  and  cabinets 
and  ministers  bowed  in  homage  over  his  grave. 

Fifty  years  ago  President  Jackson  ordered  his  secretary  to  remove  the  Govern- 
ment deposits;  the  secretary  refused;  and  he  removed  him,  and  selected  an  officer 
who  obeyed  his  mandates.  A  United  States  Congress  passed  resolutions  of  censure. 
The  people,  always  grateful  to  their  country's  defenders,  never  rested  till  the  cen- 
snrers  were  out  of  power,  and  then  their  servants  in  Congress  drew  black  lines 
around  the  resolutions  of  censure,  and  wrote  across  their  face  in  deep  black  the 
word  "Expunged."  Why?  Not  because  they  approved  of  his  act — many  of  them 
did  not.  But  he  had  stood  in  the  face  of  the  British  lion;  with  a  greatly  inferior 
force  he  had  met  Packenham;  he  had  improvised  the  cotton  bales  as  breastworks; 
he  had  ordered  the  nabobs  of  New  Orleans  into  their  country's  army;  he  had  im- 
prisoned a  judge  who  had  interfered  with  a  writ,  paid  his  fine,  but  kept  the  jud^e 
in  prison;  and  he  had  fought  and  won  the  ensanguinary  battle  of  Xew  Orleans.  ;-.nd 
sustained  American  valor  and  American  rights.  Who  knows  the  judge's  name  or 
cares  for  the  deposits?  But  above  all,  when  nullification,  disunion  and  rebellion 
threatened,  he  had  faced  the  arch-traitor  in  the  Senate,  and  told  him  if  he  dared  in- 
stitute rebellion  in  Congress  he  would  hang  him  higher  than  Haman;  he  had  sent 
General  Scott  with  an  army  to  Charleston,  and  he  had  sworn  a  great  oath  that  "  By 
the  Eternal,  the  Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved  I  " 

Pigmies  who  write  censures  of  dead  heroes  and  martyrs  may  learn  lessons  from 
experience.  The  people  know  that  "'to  err  is  human  —  to  forgive  divine."  and  wii] 
allow  the  errors  of  the  past  to  lie  buried,  while  the  good  deeds  of  the  dead  shall  be 
celebrated  and  made  immortal.  Kansas  has  placed  in  tablets  upon  her  legisla- 
tive halls  such  names  as  J;hose  of  John  Brown,  Lane,  and  Barber,  and  has  named 
counties  in  their  honor,  and  will  write  in  everlasting  black,  the  word  "Expuxgeb" 
over  the  defamations  of  the  men  who  made  Kansas  free. 

ADDEESS  OF  HON.  T.  DW^IGHT  THACHER, 
Mr.  Thacher  was  introduced  as  one  who  had  been  a  member  of  one  of 
the  four  Kansas  constitutional  conventions,  and  as  one  of  those  early  ciri- 
zens  who  had  done  much  to  shape  the  policy  and  history  of  the  State.  The 
subject  of  Mr.  Thacher's  address  was  — 

THE  RRTECTED  CONSTITUTIONS. 

The  Constitutions  of  Kansas  were  an  outgrowth  of  the  struggle  between  Freedom 
and  Slavery  for  the  control  of  the  inchoate  commonwealth.  Their  genesis  was  alto- 
gether political;  they  were  citadels  around  which  the  storm  of  battle  surged,  and 
were  occupied  or  abandoned,  as  the  varying  fortunes  of  the  great  contest  demauutd. 
No  study  of  these  constitutions,  or  indeed  of  the  history  of  Kansas  generally,  ci-.n 
be  successful,  or  do  the  slightest  justice  to  the  subject,  which  does  not  recognij:e  in 
the  beginning,  and  at  every  step  of  the  discussion,  the  great  controlling  fact  that 
the  master  motive  of  the  whole  business  was  the  determination  on  the  one  side  to 
jnake  Kansas  a  slave  State,  and  on  the  other  a  free  State.  Any  other  view  degrades 
the  subject,  and  in  effect  falsities  the  history. 
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The  overthrow  of  popular  sovereignty  in  the  Territory  by  the  Missouri  invasion 
of  March  30,  1855,  left  to  the  people  two  courses  to  take:  either  to  condone  the  im- 
measurable outrage  by  acquiescing  in  the  result  and  conceding  the  validity  of  the 
bogus  Territorial  Legislature,  or  to  indignantly  repudiate  the  whole  thing.  Fortu- 
nately the  people  chose  the  latter  course.  It  would  have  been  a  sorry  day  for  Repub- 
lican institutions  could  any  considerable  number  of  the  American  people  have  been 
found  ready  to  yield  their  local  sovereignty  to  insolent  invasion  and  overmastering 
force  without  protest  and  resistance,  and  the  most  efficient  measures  to  regain  their 
lost  rights.  To  have  conceded  the  validity  of  the  Missouri-elected  Legislature  would 
have  been  to  confirm  the  robber  in  the  possession  of  his  booty,  and  to  admit  that 
the  pirate  was  the  rightful  owner  of  the  ship  he  had  captured.  Acquiescence  would 
have  been  surrender  in  advance,  the  giving  up  a  campaign  because  the  enemy  had 
captured  an  outpost.  This  feeling  found  expression  in  the  following  extracts  from 
a  series  of  resolutions  adopted  by  the  first  Free-State  convention  at  Big  Springs, 
and  written  by  Governor  Reeder: 

^'Resolved,  That  the  body  of  men  who  for  the  past  two  months  have  been  making 
laws  for  the  people  of  our  Territory,  moved,  counseled  and  dictated  to  by  the  dema- 
gogues of  Missouri,  are  to  us  a  foreign  body,  representing  only  the  lawless  invaders 
who  elected  them,  and  not  the  people  of  the  Territory;  .  .  .  that  we  owe  no  al- 
legiance Of  obedience  to  the  tyrannical  enactments  of  this  spurious  Legislature: 
.  .  .  that  we  will  resist  them  primarily  by  every  peaceable  and  legal  means  in  our 
power,  and  will  resist  them  to  a  bloody  issue  as  soon  as  we  ascertain  that  peaceable 
remedies  shall  fail  and  forcible  resistance  shall  furnish  any  reasonable  prospect  of 
success." 

But  there  were  grave  practical  difficulties  in  the  way  of  carrying  out  the  policy  of 
repudiating  the  bogus  Legislature.  Infamous  as  was  its  origin,  it  was  still  recog- 
nized as  valid  by  the  Government  at  Washington.  It  was  de  facto  exercising  the 
powers  and  functions  of  a  Legislature.  The  necessities  of  a  civil  government  of 
some  sort  were  imminent  and  increasing  daily,  and  unless  some  more  positive  policy 
than  that  of  mere  negation  were  adopted,  there  was  great  danger  that  the  people 
would  finally  succumb  from  the  very  inertia  of  the  situation,  and  accept  the  Pro- 
Slavery  government  on  the  theory  that  any  government  is  better  than  none.  The 
leaders  of  the  Free-State  people  saw  this  danger,  and  at  once  inaugurated  the  move- 
ment for  a  Constitutional  Convention.  Undoubtedly  this  scheme  originated  in  the 
fertile  and  sagacious  brain  of  Charles  Robinson,  who  at  that  time  was  by  common 
consent  the  chief  leader  of  the  Free-State  party.  He  had  but  recently  returned  from 
California,  where  an  independent  constitutional  movement,  without  the  sanction  of 
an  enabling  act  of  Congress,  had  been  successfully  carried  through  to  the  admission 
of  the  State.  He  was  firm  and  enthusiastic  in  the  conviction  that  an  independent 
.movement  in  Kansas  would  meet  with  similar  success.  The  situation  at  Washington 
was  not  without  encouragement.  The  political  revolution  of  1854:  had  sent  to  the 
lower  house  of  Congress  a  majority  of  "Anti-Nebraska"  members  thoroughly  ar- 
rayed against  the  Pierce  administration.  They  would  undoubtedly  give  to  a  Free-State 
constitution  from  Kansas  a  hearty  reception.  There  were  those,  too,  who  indulged 
in  the  delusive  hope  that  there  still  lingered  in  the  bosom  of  the  Northern  Democracy 
sense  enough  to  make  them  welcome  any  measure  that  promised  an  honorable  and 
safe  exit  from  the  political  quagmire  into  which  they  had  been  plunged  by  the  fatef nl 
and  ill-starred  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise.  The  movement  had  in  it.  there- 
fore, sufficient  probabilities  of  success  to  make  it  much  more  than  a  forlorn  hope 
in  the  struggle.  And  it  was  at  once  adopted  with  great  unanimity  by  the  Free-State 
party.  A  convention  was  called  to  meet  at  Topeka  on  the  19th  of  September.  1855, 
to  take  measures  to  form  a  State  Constitution.  At  this  convention  an  election  was 
ordered  to  be  held  on  the  Dth  of  October  following,  for  the  choice  of  delegates  to  a 
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constitutional  convention.  At  the  election  forty-seven  members  were  chosen,  and 
the  number  of  votes  cast  was  2,710. 

The  convention  met  at  Topeka,  October  23d.  The  list  of  members  included  many 
of  the  prominent  Free-State  men  in  the  Territory:  Robinson,  Lane,  Conway,  Parrott, 
C.  K.  Holliday.  AY.  Y.  Roberts,  G.  W.  Smith,  Judge  Schuyler,  Judge  Wakefield,  J.  S. 
Emery,  J.  K.  Goodiu  and  others;  while  among  the  clerks,  reporters,  etc.,  were  Red- 
path,  Phillips,  the  two  Speers,  C.  A.  Foster,  and  S.  F.  Tappan,  all  of  whom  were 
then  or  afterward  more  or  less  prominent  in  Kansas  affairs.  James  H.  Lane  was 
chosen  President  of  the  Convention,  his  opponents  being  W.  Y.  Roberts  and  J.  A. 
Wakefield.  Lane  had  made  his  appearance  in  Kansas  only  a  few  months  before, 
but  had  already  gone  to  the  front  as  a  Free-State  leader.  He  had  at  first  endeavored 
to  organize  a  National  Democratic  party  in  the  Territory,  but,  speedily  recognizing 
that  there  was  but  the  single  issue  of  freedom  or  slavery  involved  in  Kansas  politics, 
accepted  the  logic  of  the  situation,  heartily  embraced  the  Free-State  cause,  and 
never  to  the  end  of  the  struggle  failed  in  his  devotion  to  it.  By  the  11th  of  No- 
vember the  convention  had  finished  its  labors  and  submitted  a  constitution  to  the 
people,  to  be  voted  upon  December  15  following.  There  was  nothing  remarkable 
about  the  constitution  which  they  had  framed.  It  followed  in  its  main  provisions 
the  precedents  of  other  State  constitutions  at  that  time.  The  boundaries  of  the 
State  as  defined  in  it  were  those  of  the  Territory,  the  western  limit  being  the  east- 
ern boundary  of  the  Territory  of  Utah.  The  bill  of  rights  simply  provided  that 
there  should  be  no  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the  State,  except  as  a  pun- 
ishment for  crime.  The  elective  franchise  was  confined  to  white  males,  and  civil- 
ized Indians  who  had  adopted  the  habits  of  white  men.  A  motion  was  made  in  the 
convention  to  strike  out  the  word  "'white,"  but  it  received  only  seven  votes.  The 
times  were  not  yet  ripe  for  so  great  a  forward  step,  but  the  educating  process  had 
begun.  The  names  of  the  seven  men  who  thus  anticipated  the  final  fruits  of  a  great 
movement,  and  had  even  then  reached  a  moral  and  political  altitude  which  the  coun- 
try at  large  was  to  reach  only  after  a  great  war  and  the  destruction  of  slavery,  were 
Charles  Robinson.  R.  H.  Crosby.  G.  S.  Hillyer,  Amory  Hunting.  0.  C.  Brown,  Richard 
Knight,  and  Philip  C.  Schuyler. 

Another  subject  which  caused  some  discussion,  was  the  question  of  excluding  free 
negroes  from  the  State.  This  was  finally  settled  by  its  submission  to  the  people 
with  the  constitution  as  a  separate  question.  Later-day  critics  have  professed  to 
find  in  this  action  cause  for  animadversion.  It  is  easy  after  a  lapse  of  thirty  years 
—  after  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  enfranchisement  of  the  negro  —  to  find  fault 
with  our  pioneer  politicians  and  statesmen  for  not  acting  up  to  a  higher  standard. 
But  it  is  well  to  remember  that  at  the  time  we  are  speaking  of,  the  negro  was  not 
only  enslaved  at  the  South,  but  ostracised  over  the  greater  part  of  the  North. 

Less  than  three  years  before,  Anthony  Burns  had  been  dragged  back  to  bondage 
from  the  shadow  of  Bunker  Hill  monument,  and  within  sight  of  Faneuil  Hall  and 
Boston  had  to  submit  to  the  outrage.  Fugitive  slaves  were  hunted  with  compar- 
ative impunity  all  over  the  North;  free  negroes  at  that  time,  and  for  ten  yeafT" 
thereafter,  were  not  allowed  to  ride  with  white  people  in  the  street  cars  in  New  York 
and  Philadelphia,  while  nearly  every  Western  State  had  laws  excluding  them  from 
settlement  within  their  bounds.  The  National  Republican  party  had  not  yet  been 
organized;  the  great  religious  bodies  of  the  country  were  still  wrangling  over  the 
question  whether  slavery  were  per  se  a  sin  or  not,  while  the  American  Tract  Society 
was  carefully  emasculating  its  publications  lest  they  should  give  offense  to  South- 
ern slaveholders.  It  was  hardly  to  be  expected,  therefore,  that  the  handful  of  pio- 
neers of  the  first  year's  settlement  in  Kansas  —  recruited  largely  from  the  Western 
States  —  should  at  the  first  bound  vault  to  the  moral  leadership  of  the  whole  coun- 


QUARTER-CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION. 


247 


try.  Upon  the  vital,  practical  question  of  the  hour,  namely  the  making  of  Kansas 
a  free  State,  they  were  eminently  sound,  and  we  can  afford  to  look  with  leniency 
upon  their  comparative  short-comings,  and  their  failure  at  the  first  glance  to  per- 
ceive the  full  bearings,  moral  and  political,  of  the  great  contest  on  which  they  had 
entered.  Especially  is  this  so  in  view  of  their  subsequent  growth  in  grace,  wldch 
was  so  rapid  and  radical  that  in  less  than  three  years  thereafter  they  framed  a  con- 
stitution without  the  word    white''  in  it. 

The  Topeka  Constitution  was  voted  upon  and  and  adopted  by  the  people  Decem- 
ber 15,  1855,  and  State  officers  under  it  were  elected  January  15,  1856.  The  Legisla- 
ture met  March  4,  organized,  listened  to  an  able  message  from  Charles  Robinson, 
the  Governor-elect,  elected  James  H.  Lane  and  Andrew  H.  Reeder  United  States 
Senators,  memorialized  Congress  for  admission  to  tl^j?  Union,  and  adjourned  till  July 
4.  The  movement  had  already  attracted  wide  attention,  and  the  slave  power  was 
alarmed  at  it.  Although  every  step  had  as  yet  been  merely  formal,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  admission  to  the  Union  by  Congress,  to  give  vital  power  to  the  Constitution 
and  State  Government,  had  been  continually  recognized  and  avowed,  President 
Pierce,  in  a  special  message  to  Congress,  January  24,  stigmatized  the  movement  as 
revolutionary  and  rebellious,  and  the  Atchison  Squatter  Sovereign  expressed  the 
cheerful  conviction  that  the  only  way  to  correct  the  troubles  that  existed,  was  to 
hang  up  to  the  nearest  tree  the  very  last  traitor  who  had  participated  in  the  Topeka 
convention." 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  the  constitution  was  sent  to  Congress,  and  presented  to 
the  Senate  by  Lewis  Cass,  of  Michigan,  and  to  the  House  of  Representatives  by 
Daniel  Mace,  of  Indiana.  Meanwhile  the  Pro-Slavery  courts  of  the  Territory  began 
their  infamous  work  of  vexation  and  oppression,  by  finding  indictments  for  treason 
against  the  prominent  supporters  of  the  constitution.  June  17th  the  first  National 
Republican  convention  was  held  in  Philadelphia,  and  in  its  trumpet-toned  reso- 
lutions declared  that  "Kansas  should  be  immediately  admitted  as  a  State  of  the 
Union,  with  her  present  free  constitution,  as  at  once  the  most  effectual  way  of  secur- 
ing to  her  citizens  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  and  privileges  to  which  they  are 
entitled,  and  of  ending  the  civil  strife  now  raging  in  that  Territory."  On  the  25th 
of  June  Galusha  A.  Grow  introduced  a  bill  in  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
admission  of  Kansas,  and  the  3d  of  July  the  House  passed  it  by  a  vote  of  99  to  97. 
The  next  day— July  4rth  —  Colonel  Sumner,  under  special  orders  from  President 
Pierce,  with  a  force  of  United  States  dragoons,  dispersed  the  Free-State  Legislature 
at  Topeka  ;  an  act  of  eternal  infamy  to  all  who  participated  in  it.  On  the  8th  of 
July,  Senator  Stephen  A.  Douglas  reported  a  substitute  for  the  House  bill  admitting 
Kansas  into  the  Union.  It  authorized  the  people  to  frame  a  new  constitution. 
Douglas's  substitute  passed  the  Senate  the  same  day  by  a  vote  of  30  to  13,  and  thus 
the  Topeka  Constitution  was  rejected  by  Congress. 

The  movement,  however,  was  not  abandoned  by  the  people  of  Kansas.  Their 
^yes  were  now  turned  with  the  intensest  anxiety  to  the  great  Presidential  campaign 
.''wuich  was  convulsing  the  country,  and  in  which  the  freedom  of  Kansas  was  the 
overshadowing  issue.  From  ten  thousand  platforms,  and  by  twice  ten  thousand 
speakers  and  writers,  all  over  the  land,  the  Kansas  question  was  now  being  dis- 
cussed. The  tide  of  immigration  from  the  free  States  was  already  rising.  The 
slave  power  blockaded  the  Missouri  river,  but  the  living  stream  of  freemen  hasten- 
ing to  the  relief  of  their  beleagured  brethren  west  of  the  great  stream,  flowed  around 
the  State  of  Missouri  to  the  north,  through  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  and  spread  out  upon 
the  plains  and  valleys  of  Kansas.  The  mighty  North  was  already  beginning  to  pour 
fi.>rih  from  her  populous  loins,  not  a  horde  of  robbers  and  vandals  to  ravage  and 
17 
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destroy  some  Italy  of  civilization,  but  a  host  of  intelligent  freemen  bound  to  rescue 
the  garden-spot  of  the  American  continent  from  the  blasting  and  withering  cur^e 
of  human  bondage. 

It  was  already  beginning  to  be  perceived  by,  those  who  had  eyes  to  see,  that  a 
greater  power  than  that  of  Presidents  and  Congresses  was  about  to  intervene  in  the 
strife,  and  that  go  as  the  Presidential  election  might,  the  destiny  of  Kansas  was  vir- 
tually fixed.  The  special  movement  which  had  taken  form  in  the  Topeka  Constitu- 
tion and  State  Government  might  run  its  course  and  give  place  to  something  else, 
but  the  great  end  for  which  that  movement  had  been  inaugurated  —  the  freedom 
of  Kansas — would  be  achieved.  And  so  it  proved.  The  friends  of  free  Kansas  were 
defeated  in  the  Presidential  election  of  1856,  and  one  of  the  most  heartless,  cold- 
blooded and  treacherous  of  th^r  enemies  was  elected  President;  but  the  people  of 
the  North  had  been  so  thoroughly  aroused  and  informed  by  the  campaign,  that  an 
emigration  to  Kansas  of  phenomenal  proportions  at  once  ensued.  The  Legislature 
under  the  Topeka  Constitution  met  in  January,  1857,  memorialized  Congress  for  the 
admission  of  the  State,  and  took  a  recess  to  the  second  Tuesday  in  June.  On  the 
9th  of  June  it  again  met,  and  remained  in  session  until  June  13th.  At  this  meeting 
Governor  Robinson  read  an  elaborate  message,  and  laws  were  passed  for  taking  a 
census  and  apportioning  the  State;  for  a  State  election  in  August  to  fill  vacancies; 
locating  the  Capital  at  Topeka;  establishing  the  State  University  at  Lawrence;  and 
a  joint  resolution  was  passed  asking  Congress  to  admit  the  State  under  the  Topeka 
Constitution.  This  meeting  was  held  without  molestation  from  any  source.  At  the 
special  election  in  August  for  filling  vacancies,  the  constitution  itself  was  again  sub- 
mitted to  a  popular  vote,  and  received  7.257  votes  to  34  against  it.  In  October,  1857 
the  people  for  the  first  time  obtained  possession  of  the  Territorial  Legislature.  As 
Reeder  and  Geary  had  done  before  them.  ^Yalker  and  Stanton  now  found  themselves 
obliged  by  the  enormities  of  the  Pro-Slavery  conspirators  to  side  with  the  people. 
Their  fidelity  to  justice  was  rewarded  by  dismissal  fromofiice;  but  the  people  couJd 
not  be  dislodged  from  the  "coign  of  vantage"  which  the  honorable  conduct  of  these 
officers  had  enabled  them  to  occupy.  Their  grasp  upon  the  Territorial  Government 
was  not  to  be  loosened.  January  5,  1858,  the  Legislature  under  the  Topeka  Consti- 
tution met  at  Topeka.  organized,  and  listened  to  a  message  from  Governor  Robin- 
son, in  which  he  urged  the  keeping  up  of  the  State  organization.  On  the  7th  the 
Legislature  adjourned  to  Lawrence,  where  the  Territorial  Legislature  was  then  in 
session.  There  was  a  proposition  at  this  time  for  the  Territorial  Legislature  to  ab- 
dicate and  allow  the  State  Government  under  the  Topeka  Constitution  to  go  into 
actual  operation,  but  in  view  of  the  hostile  attitude  of  the  Government  at  "Washing- 
ton, and  the  manifest  risk  of  losing  what  had  already  been  gained,  the  Territorial 
Legislature  declined  to.  enter  upon  the  experiment,  and  the  project  was  abandoned. 
The  State  Legislature  soon  adjourned.    This  was  the  end  of  the  Topeka  movement. 

If  the  question  be  asked  what  useful  purpose  the  Topeka  constitutional  move- 
ment subserved,  the  obvious  answer  is  that  it  served  as  a  nucleus,  the  rallying 
point,  the  bond  oi  union  of  the  Free-State  party  during  the  most  trying  and  dan- 
gerous period  of  our  Territorial  history.  Without  it  the  Free-State  forces  must 
have  drifted,  been  demoralized,  and  probably  beaten.  The  prospects  of  success  were 
sufficiently  flattering  to  supplement  devotion  to  the  Free-State  cause  with  the  per- 
sonal ambition  of  a  large  number  of  able  men  who  would  be  called  to  official  position 
under  it.  Lane  and  Reeder  would  be  United  States  Senators;  M.  W,  Delahay.  mem- 
ber of  Congress;  Robinson,  Governor;  W.  Y.  Roberts,  Lieutenant  Governor;  P.  C. 
Schuyler,  Secretary  of  State;  J.  A.  Wakefield,  Treasurer:  M.  F.  Conway.  S.  N.  Latra 
and  ^Morris  Hunt,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court;  H.  Miles  Moore,  Attorney  Geiieval. 
G.  A.  Cutler,  Auditor;  John  Speer,  State  Printer;  S.  B.  Floyd,  Clerk  of  the  Suprem^ 
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Court,  and  E.  M.  Thurston,  Reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Among  the  members 
and  oflScers  of  the  Legislature  were  such  active  and  influential  men  as  Heury  J. 
Adams,  J.  B.  Abbott,  James  Blood,  John  Hutchinson,  Columbus  Hornsby.  M.  C. 
Dickey,  J.  M.  Arthur,  H.  H.  AVilliams,  John  Brown  jr.,  Abram  Barry,  Thomas  J. 
Addis,  A.  Jamieson,  AVm.  Crosby,  Adam  Fisher,  Asaph  Allen,  J.  F.  Cummings.  T.  A. 
Minard,  Joel  K.  Goodin,  Samuel  F.  Tappan,  and  C.  H.  Lovejoy. 

These  were  the  strong  men  of  the  Territory,  representing  every  shade  and  phase 
of  the  Free-State  sentiment,  and  capable  of  carrying  the  people  with  practical 
unanimity.  During  the  memorable  campaign  of  1856  many  of  them  championed 
the  cause  of  free  Kansas  upon  the  stump  in  the  Northern  States,  and  did  much  to 
arouse  public  sentiment,  and  to  send  men  and  money  to  aid  their  brethren  in  the 
Territory  during  the  fearful  trials  of  that  eventful  year.  Preeminent  among  these 
were  Governor  Reeder  and  General  Lane.  Each  of  them  had  been  reared  in  rhe 
Democratic  party,  and  had  risen  to  eminence  in  its  councils.  Each  had  gone  lo 
Kansas  a  Democrat,  and  had  been  forced  by  the  infamies  and  ontrages  of  the  slave 
power  to  espouse  the  cause  of  the  people  against  their  oppressors.  GoTernor  Reeuer 
had  a  very  wide  and  favorable  acquaintance  in  Democratic  circles,  and  his  speeches 
and  letters  produced  a  profound  impression  upon  the  country.  Lane  was  in  his 
element  —  a  grand  and  glorious  cause  to  champion;  wrongs  and  outrages  to  expose 
and  denounce;  a  suffering  and  down-trodden  people  to  vindicate:  ihe  threatening, 
bullying,  murdering  slave  power  to  anathematize  and  execrate.  With  such  themes 
as  these  to  talk  about,  and  listening  thousands  hanging  on  his  lips  and  cheerii:g 
his  words,  Lane  was  one  of  the  most  magnetic,  dramatic,  imposing.  rou>ing  and 
crowd-swaying  orators  that  this  country  has  ever  produced. 

The  year  1856  was  the  critical  year  for  Kansas.  During  its  trying  months  the 
slave  power,  wielding  the  force  of  the  United  States  Government,  was  most  rampant, 
proscriptive  and  murderous.  Had  not  the  friends  of  freedom,  both  in  Kansas  and 
out  of  it,  put  forth  the  most  active  and  sagacious  efforts,  the  cause  would  have  been 
lost.  That  critical  period  past,  the  magnificent  inflowing  wave  of  immigration  of 
1857  made  the  preponderance  of  numbers  on  the  Free-State  side  so  great  that  the 
era  of  violence  and  bloodshed  —  except  in  a  few  sporadic  cases  —  closed. 

The  Topeka  constitutional  movement  held  the  people  together  tlirough  a  stormy 
and  trying  period.  When  the  occasion  of  its  usefulness  had  passed,  they  turned  to 
other  plans  suggested  by  the  changing  phases  of  the  contest.  In  the  eloquent  words 
of  a  historical  writer,  who,  though  a  stranger  to  Kansas,  has  correctly  appreciated 
the  spirit  of  her  people,  ''It  had  for  three  years  been  the  shrine  at  which  the  whole 
Free-State  party  had  worshipped,  and  the  citadel  of  liberty  that  had  never  been  sur- 
rendered to  the  foe.  No  truer  nor  braver  band  of  freemen  ever  fought  the  desper- 
ate fight  for  freedom  against  such  appalling  odds  as  did  those  who  defended  it. 
Their  names  will  go  down  the  ages  in  imperishable  renown  as  the  unconquerable 
defenders  of  free  institutions,  under  the  eegis  of  the  Topeka  Constitution." 

The  Leavenworth  constitutional  movement  originated  with  the  first  Free-State 
Legislature,  elected  in  October,  1857.  There  had  been  no  general  demand  for  it  or. 
the  part  of  the  people,  although  the  hostile  attitude  of  both  branches  of  Congress 
made  the  acceptance  of  the  Topeka  Constitution  hopeless.  Indeed,  with  the  seizure 
of  the  Territorial  Legislature  by  the  Free-State  party,  it  was  generally  felt  that  the 
Topeka  constitutional  movement  had  run  its  course,  a  feeling  which  found  expres- 
sion in  the  refusal,  we  have  just  noted,  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  to  abdicate  in 
favor  of  the  Topeka  State  Government.  Probably  a  large  majority  of  the  people, 
could  they  have  been  assured  of  peace  and  quiet,  would  have  been  quite  content  to 
live  under  the  Territorial  form  of  government  for  an  indefinite  period,  at  least  until 
the  growth  of  the  community  in  population  and  wealth  had  made  it  better  able  to 
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sustain  the  burdens  of  a  State  Government.  But  events  moved  rapidly  and  omi- 
nously in  those  days.  The  session  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  would  expire  by 
limitation  on  the  12th  day  of  February,  1858.  Ten  days  before  that  date  President 
Buchanan  sent  the  Lecompton  Constitution  to  Congress  with  a  special  message 
urging  its  acceptance.  In  that  message  he  bitterl}^  maligned  the  Free-State  people, 
and  announced  the  monstrous  proposition  that,  by  virtue  of  the  United  States  Con- 
stitution, Kansas  was  at  that  moment  as  much  a  slave  State  as  South  Carolina  or 
Georgia.  The  acceptance  of  that  constitution  seemed  imminent  in  both  houses  of 
Congress.    This  was  the  situation  February  2. 

It  was  grave  enough  to  excite  the  most  serious  apprehensions  of  the  Legislature. 
The  admission  of  the  State  under  the  Lecompton  Constitution  would  undoubtedly 
lead  to  the  most  disastrous  consequences.  The  temper  of  the  people  was  such  that 
they  would  not  tolerate  the  existence  of  any  State  Government  under  that  constitu- 
tion. This  would  lead  to  Federal  interference  and  probably  open  war.  Under  these 
circumstances  the  Free-State  people  would  be  at  a  great  disadvantage  without  a 
State  organization.  The  most  speedy  method  of  improving  the  situation  seemed 
to  be  to  at  once  call  a  new  convention,  frame  a  constitution,  elect  officers  under  it, 
and  have  a  State  organization  around  which  to  rally.  Accordingly  an  act  was 
passed  three  days  before  the  expiration  of  the  session,  providing  for  the  election  of 
delegates  to  a  constitutional  convention.  The  election  was  to  be  held  March  9,  and 
the  convention  to  assemble  March  23  at  Minneola,  the  newly-established  capital  of 
the  Territory.  Governor  Denver,  whose  sympathies  were  not  with  the  Free-State 
people  or  cause,  attempted  to  thwart  the  movement  by  the  pretense,  or  claim,  that 
the  bill  had  not  been  properly  passed  ;  but  the  people  of  Kansas  in  those  days  paid 
but  little  attention  to  the  opinions  of  Federal  Governors  against  any  action  they 
had  determined  on.  and  went  ahead  with  the  movement  uninfluenced  by  Denver's 
opposition.  The  election  was  held  March  9  ;  the  convention  assembled  at  Minneola 
March  23,  adjourned  to  Leavenworth  ]\Iarch  24,  reconvened  at  Leavenworth  March 
25,  framed  a  constitution,  finished  its  labors  and  adjourned  April  3.  A  State  con- 
vention to  nominate  officers  under  tiie  constitution  was  held  at  Topeka  April  28, 
and  the  constitution  was  adopted  and  officers  elected  under  it  May  18.  Before  this 
latter  date,  however,  the  great  contest  in  Congress  over  the  admission  of  the  State 
under  the  Lecompton  Constitution,  had  come  to  an  end  by  the  passage  of  the  Eng- 
lish bill,  which  referred  that  constitution  back  to  the  people  of  Kansas  to  be  voted 
upon  the  next  August,  and  provided  that  if  the  vote  should  be  against  the  constitu- 
tion, delegates  to  a  new  convention  should  not  be  chosen  until  the  Territory  had  a 
population  equal  to  the  ratio  of  a  Representative  in  Congress,  or  94,560.  Thus  the 
great  crisis  had  passed  and  further  prosecution  of  the  Leavenworth  movement  was 
unnecessary  and  soon  abandoned.  It  had  come  into  being  suddenly,  as  a  strategic 
necessity  in  the  great  fight  which  the  Free-State  people  were  waging,  and  when  the 
occasion  for  it  had  passed,  it,  too,  passed  away. 

The  Lecompton  Constitution  has  an  immortality  of  infamy.  It  was  the  child  of 
fraud,  and  finally  died  smitten  by  the  mailed  hands  of  an  indignant  and  outraged 
people.  It  is  remembered  just  as  any  other  great  crime  against  humanity  lives  in 
the  execrating  remembrance  of  mankind.  From  first  to  last  the  movement  was 
tainted  with  fraud.  It  began  in  the  old  bogus,  Missouri-elected  Legislature  of  1855, 
which  professed  to  submit  the  question  of  calling  a  convention  to  an  election  to  be 
held  in  October,  1856.  No  Free-State  men  voted  at  that  election.  The  bogus  Legis- 
lature at  its  second  session,  begun  in  January,  1857,  passed  an  act  providing  for  the 
taking  of  a  census  and  the  election  of  delegates  to  frame  a  constitution.  The  delegates 
were  to  assemble  in  Lect)m})t(Hi  the  first  Monday  in  September,  1857.  The  law  was 
cunningly  framed  to  exclude  the  spring  immigration  from  voting,  as  no  person  could 
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vote  who  arrived  later  than  the  loth  of  March.  All  the  preliminary  proceedings  were 
placed  in  the  hands  oS  Pro-Slavery  ofKcials,  and  no  provision  was  made  for  submitting 
the  constitution  to  a  vote  of  the  people.  Governor  Geary  protested  against  these 
provisions,  and  especially  demanded  the  submission  of  the  constitution.  The  leaders 
refused,  and  said  that  to  submit  it  "would  defeat  the  only  object  of  the  act,  which 
was  to  secure,  beyond  any  possibility  of  failure,  the  Territory  of  Kansas  to  the  South 
as  a  slave  State."  Geary  then  vetoed  the  bill,  and  the  Legislature  promptly  passed 
it  over  his  veto.  The  pretended  census  of  voters  and  of  population,  upon  which  the 
apportionment  of  delegates  was  to  be  made,  was  completed  during  the  month  of 
April.  In  nineteen  of  the  thirty-four  counties  of  the  Territory,  no  census  whatever 
was  taken.  From  every  county  bordering  on  Missouri,  and  from  every  Pro-Slavery 
county,  returns  were  made.  The  disfranchised  counties  were  mainly  occupied  by 
Free-State  settlers.  The  object  of  this  partial  and  unfair  census  was  apparent. 
It  was  to  put  the  convention  beyond  a  peradventure  in  the  hands  of  the  Pro-Slavery 
men. 

A  recent  writer  on  Kansas  affairs  has  endeavored  to  shoulder  a  portion  of  the 
odium  of  this  infamous  census  upon  the  Free-State  pa^ty.  After  stating  that  "  ap- 
portionment of  delegates  depended  on  population,  but  nobody  could  vote  whose 
name  did  not  appear  on  the  registry  lists:  and  that  in  only  sixteen  of  the  thirty-four 
organized  counties  was  there  any  registration,"  he  adds:  "For  this  condition  of 
things  the  Pro-Slavery  party  was  not  wholly  responsible.  Free-State  men  perplexed 
the  enumeration  by  embarrassments  of  omission  and  commission,  and  were  not  ill- 
pleased  at  the  starved  and  skeleton  returns."  It  is  difficult  to  see  why  the  Free-State 
men  should  be  held  responsible  for  something  with  which  they  had  absolutely  noth- 
ing to  do.  The  act  calling  the  convention  intrusted  the  taking  of  the  census  to  tlie 
sheriffs  of  the  various  counties,  and  the  returns  were  to  be  made  to  the  prob.ate 
judges  for  inspection  and  revision,  and  the  corrected  lists  returned  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, who  was  to  make  the  apportionment  of  the  delegates.  Every  sheriff  and 
probate  judge,  as  well  as  every  other  county  ofifiicer  in  the  Territory,  was  an  ap- 
pointee of  the  bogus  Legislature  and  a  Pro-Slavery  man.  There  were  no  Free-State 
officers.  There  had  been  no  election  of  county  officers  by  the  people,  and  would  be 
none  until  long  after  the  delegates  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  had  been 
chosen.  No  Free-State  man  in  the  Territory  had  any  authority  or  legal  power  to  add 
a  single  name  to  the  census  or  the  registry.  How  they  could  "perplex  an  enumera- 
tion by  embarrassments  of  commission  and  omission "  when  there  was  absolutely 
nothing  for  them  either  to  commit  or  to  omit,  passes  comprehension.  The  starved 
and  skeleton  returns"  were  no  particular  pleasure  to  them,  except  as  they  fore- 
boded, or  ought  to  have  foreboded,  the  downfall  of  the  infamous  plot  to  make 
Kansas  a  slave  State.  Secretary  Stanton  afterwards  avowed  that  had  he  known  at 
the  time  the  full  extent  of  the  scoundrelism  of  that  census  and  registry  he  would 
have  refused  to  make  an  apportionment  under  it,  and  suffered  the  whole  movement 
to  fail;  and  the  Free-State  men,  knowing  what  Stanton  did  not  know,  may  have  re- 
joiced to  see  the  Lecompton  conspirators  piling  up  infamy  upon  infamy  in  their 
mad  course,  and  thus  making  more  certain  their  final  failure. 

Stanton  made  the  apportionment  on  the  census  as  returned,  assigning,  of  course, 
no  delegates  to  the  nineteen  disfranchised  counties.  At  this  point  the  leading  Free- 
State  men  of  the  Territory  united  in  a  letter  to  Stanton,  offering  to  "  overlook  the 
past,"  and  go  into  the  election  for  delegates,  provided  a  new  and  honest  census  should 
be  taken,  the  delegates  apportioned  on  that,  and  the  Free-State  men  given  an  equal 
representation  with  the  Pro-Slavery  men  on  the  boards  of  election  judges.  Stanton 
replied  that  he  had  no  power  to  do  so.  The  Free-State  party  thereupon  refused  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  election.    The  election  took  place  June  15,  and  of 
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course  none  but  the  Pro-Slavery  delegates  were  chosen.  The  total  vote  cast  was 
only  2,071,  which  was  probably  very  nearly  the  actual  strength  ^of  the  Pro-Slavery 
faction  in  the  Territory.  The  total  population  by  this  time  must  have  exceeded 
50,000. 

On  the  7th  of  September  the  convention  assembled  at  Lecompton,  and  organized 
on  the  8th,  choosing  as  its  President,  John  Calhoun,  Surveyor  General  of  the  Terri- 
tory. All  eyes  were  now  turned  to  the  election  to  be  held  October  5,  for  members  of 
the  Territorial  Legislature  in  which  the  two  parties  would,  for  the  first  time,  measure 
strength  at  the  polls.  The  convention  therefore  adjourned  without  further  action, 
until  the  19th  of  October.  The  election  of  October  5  took  place,  and  resulted  in  a 
sweeping  triumph  of  the  Free-State  party.  The  exposure  of  the  enormous  frauds 
perpetrated  at  Oxford  and  in  McGee  county,  whereby  the  slave  power  had  made  a 
last  desperate  venture  to  hold  possession  of  the  Territorial  Legislature,  followed. 
These  frauds  were  no  more  glaring  and  outrageous,  and  were  less  violent,  than  those 
of  March  30,  1855,  by  which  the  first  Territorial  Legislature  had  been  seized,  and 
which  the  Administration  and  the  slave  power  had  claimed  were  the  very  perfection 
of  squatter  sovereignty.  They  were  perpetrated  for  the  same  purpose  and  by  the 
same  men.  The  Administration  at  Washington  evidently  expected  Governor  Walker 
and  Secretary  Stanton  to  wink  at  the  wholesale  forgery  and  keep  the  Pro-Slavery 
faction  in  control  of  the  Legislature.  But  these  officials  had  come  too  closely  in 
contact  with  the  people,  had  made  too  many  promises  of  a  fair  and  honest  election, 
and  were  too  thoroughly  disgusted  with  the  huge  sham  and  imposture  of  the  whole 
business,  to  connive  at  it.  They  accordingly  threw  out  the  forged  returns,  and  gave 
the  Legislature  over  into  the  hands  of  the  people.  Meanwhile  the  intelligence  of 
these  new  Pro-Slavery  frauds  had  spread,  and  aroused  the  people  to  a  high  pitch  of 
indignation.  The  Free-State  men  felt  not  only  strong  in  the  justice  of  their  cause, 
but 'in  numbers  and  physical  strength.  They  felt  solemnly  called  upon  to  clean  out 
the  entire  Lecompton  gang.  A  Free-State  mass  meeting  was  called  to  meet  at  Le- 
compton on  the  19th  of  October,  the  very  day  to  which  the  Lecompton  Constitu- 
tional Convention  had  adjourned  from  its  session  in  September.  The  air  was  full 
of  rumors,  threats  and  portents.  When  the  day  came  a  great  crowd  assembled. 
Philip  C.  Schuyler  was  chosen  President,  and  Richard  Realf  and  O.  E.  Learnard 
Secretaries,  Lane  was  there  in  all  his  glory.  Nothing  suited  him  better  than  an 
excited  crowd  and  an  exciting  occasion.  His  speech  was  full  of  a  noble  enthusiasm 
for  the  Free-State  cause  and  of  terrific  denunciation  of  the  frauds  and  villainies 
that  had  characterized  the  Pro-Slavery  programme.  Resolutions  were  passed  de- 
nouncing the  frauds  at  the  recent  election,  declaring  that  the  convention  about  to 
assemble  in  no  sense  whatever  represented  the  people  and  must  adjourn  sine  die. 
A  committee,  with  Lane  at  the  head,  was  appointed  to  call  upon  the  members  of  the 
convention,  and  convey  to  them  the  mandate  of  the  people.  The  result  was  that 
for  four  days  the  members  sneaked  around  Lecompton  in  the  brush,  afraid  to 
assemble,  and  a  quorum  could  not  be  obtained.  At  last  Governor  Walker  sent  over 
to  Fort  Leavenworth  for  a  body  of  United  States  troops  with  a  section  of  artillery, 
and  with  their  protection  a  quorum  was  got  together  and  the  convention  went  on 
with  its  predestined  business. 

Thus  surrounded  by  United  States  troops,  and  protected  from  the  assaults  of  an 
indignant  and  outraged  people  by  Uiiited  States  cannon,  the  Lecompton  convention 
proceeded  to  frame  the  Lecompton  Constitution.  All  the  glory  had  now  departed 
from  the  Pro-Slavery  movement.  It  existed  only  in  force.  Had  the  United  States 
troops  been  withdrawn,  the  LeconiY>ton  convention  would  have  fled  the  Territory 
within  an  hour.  However,  its  members,  assured  of  protection,  pushed  straight  ahtad 
with  their  work.    Their  inspiration  came  not  from  Kansas,  but  from  Washington. 
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The  slave  power  had  determined  to  make  Kansas  a  slave  State  at  whatever  cost,  and 
Mr.  Buchanan  was  its  willing  and  conscious  instrument.  The  fellows  at  Lecompton 
were  but  puppets  who  danced  as  their  masters  pulled  the  wires.  The  constitution 
was  soon  framed.  Its  substance  deserves  notice  only  as  its  provisions  indicate  the 
high-water  mark  of  Pro-Slavery  fanaticism  in  this  country.  Its  preamble  asserts 
that  the  State  to  be  created  by  it  is  a  free,  independent  and  sovereign  State.  A  whole 
article  is  devoted  to  slavery.  The  right  of  property  is  declared  to  be  before  and 
higher  than  any  constitutional  sanction,  and  tfae  right  of  the  owner  of  a  slave  to  such 
slave  and  its  increase  is  the  same  and  as  inviolable  as  the  right  of  the  owner  of  any 
property  whatever.  The  elective  franchise  is  confined  to  male  citizens "  of  the 
United  States,  apparently  on  the  theory  that  colored  men  could  not  be  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  All  civil  officers  of  the  Sta.tt?  are  required  to  use  due  diligence  to 
apprehend  and  deliver  up  fugitive  slaves.  The  bill  of  rights  asserts  that  ^'■qW  free- 
men when  they  form  a  social  compact  are  eciual  in  rights;"  also  that  no  "freeman" 
shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty  or  property  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers  or 
the  law  of  the  land.  In  the  same  bill  of  rights  it  is  provided  that  "free  negroes 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  live  in  this  State  under  any  circumstances."  In  the  section 
providing  for  revisions  of  the  constitution,  tLx-e  saving  clause  is  inserted  that  ''no 
alteration  shall  be  made  to  affect  the  rights  of  property  in  the  ownership  of  slaves.*' 
The  constitution  framed,  the  question  arose  in  the  minds  of  the  convention: 
"^Vhat  shall  we  do  with  it?  The  document  was  intensely  Pro-Slavery;  the  people  for 
whom  it  vras  ostensibly  made  were  intensely  Anti-Slavery.  To  submit  it  to  an  honest 
vote  was  to  see  the  whole  movement  collapse  like  a  soap  bubble  in  the  air.  To  re- 
fuse to  submit  it  was  to  violate  the  pledges  given  before  their  election  by  Calhoun 
and  many  other  members  of  the  convention,  to  stultify  the  express  promises  of  the 
Administration  through  Governor  Walker,  and  to  hazard  its  rejection  by  Congress. 
In  this  dilemma  a  scheme  for  a  sort  of  bogus  submission  was  hit  upon,  or  imported 
ready  made  from  Washington.  Apparently,  and  on  its  face,  the  constitution  was 
submitted  to  thew^hite  male  inhabitants  ''for  approval  or  disapproval,"  but  in  reality 
nothing  but  the  question  of  Slavery  was  siabmitted.  and  in  fact  it  was  doubtful 
whether  even  that  was  meant  to  be  fairly  and  honestly  submitted.  The  form  of  vote 
was.  "Constitution  with  Slavery,"' and  Constitution  with  no  Slavery."  In  either 
form  the  vote  was  for  the  constitution;  but  the  juggle  in  the  pretended  submission 
of  the  Slavery  question  was  seen,  when  the  provision  of  the  latter  part  of  the  section 
was  read,  to  this  etfect:  That  in  the  event  it  should  appear  that  a  majority  of  the 
legal  votes  had  been  cast  for  the  Constitution  with  no  Slavery,"  "then  the  article 
providing  for  Slavery  shall  be  stricken  from  the  constitution,  and  Slavery  shall  no 
longer  exist  in  the  .State  of  Kansas,  except  that  the  right  of  property  in  slaves  now 
in  the  Territory  shall  in  no  manner  be  interfered  with."  But  what  wos  the  right  of 
property  in  the  slaves  then  in  the  Territory*  As  defined  by  the  constitution  itself , 
in  the  words  we  have  already  quoted,  it  was  tk-e  right  of  the  owner  of  a  slave  to  such 
slave,  and  its  increase.-'  This  right  was  "in  no  manner  to  be  interfered  with.''  The 
State  was  therefore  to  have  remained  a  slave  State  so  long  as  the  slaves  then  living 
in  Kansas,  or  any  of  their  descendants  ( "  inci^ease ")  should  exist.  It  was  also  pro- 
vided—  apparently  with  the  intention  of  excluding  the  Free-State  men  from  voting 
—  that  at  the  election  on  the  constitution  eaeli  voter  should  be  required  to  take  an 
oath  to  support  the  constitution,  under  the  penalties  of  perjury  under  the  Territorial 
laws.  The  precaution,  however,  was  unnecessary,  as  the  Free-State  people  with  en- 
tire unanim.ity  refused  to  take  part  in  the  election.  Two  elections  were  provided  for 
by  the  convention  — the  one  just  alluded  to,  on  the  21st  of  December,  and  the  other 
-on  the  4th  of  January  following,  for  the  election  of  State  officers  under  the  consti- 
tution^ 
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The  convention  adjourned  on  the  7th  day  of  November.  In  its  action  it  had  vio- 
lated every  one  of  the  solemn  pledges  made  in  its  behalf  by  Governor  Walker,  and 
according  to  his  repeated  statement,  made,  too,  on  the  authority  of  President  Bu- 
chanan himself,  that  the  people  should  have  a  free  and  fair  vote  upon  the  constitTi':i<;>n. 
It  was  evident  that  the  crowning  outrage  of  a  long  course  of  villainy  was  about  to 
be  attempted.  The  Territory  flamed  with  excitement.  Public  meetings  were  held  in 
every  city,  village,  and  hamlet.  The  pressure  to  put  the  State  Government  undtT 
the  Topeka  Constitution  in  immediate  operation,  was  immense.  A  convention  was 
held  in  Topeka,  presided  over  by  Col.  C.  K.  Holliday,  at  which  resolutions  were 
passed,  requesting  Governor  Piobinson  to  at  once  call  together  the  Free-State  Legisla- 
ture. A  vigilance  committee  was  appointed.  A  few  days  afterwards  a  large  mass 
convention  was  held  in  Leavenworth,  at  which  Judge  Latta  presided,  and  which 
formally  requested  Acting  Governor  Stanton  to  call  the  recently-elected  Territorial 
Legislature  together  in  special  session,  and  which,  on  motion  of  General  Lane,  as- 
serted that  in  case  Acting  Governor  Stanton  should  decline  to  do  so.  no  other  course 
would  be  open  to  the  people  but  to  put  the  Topeka  Government  in  motion,  and 
pledging  themselves  to  adopt  that  course,  and  stand  or  fall  by  it.  A  great  deleg-^re 
convention  of  the  whole  Territory  had  been  called,  and  was  about  to  assemble  at 
Lawrence.  Finally,  a  petition  was  presented  to  Mr.  Stanton,  signed  by  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  accompanied  by  a  letter  signed  by  Robinson. 
Lane,  and  many  other  prominent  Free-State  men.  requesting  him  to  call  the  Legis- 
lature together  as  the  only  means  of  averting  violence  and  bloodshed.  The  crisis 
was  imminent.  To  cojnply,  as  Governor  Stanton  well  knew,  meant  a  final  break 
with  the  malevolent,  unscrupulous  and  vindictive  slave  power  at  vrashington.  To 
refuse  meant  tumult,  convulsion,  irreparable  wrong,  and  the  torch-light  of  civil  war 
at  home  in  Kansas.  But  emergencies  are  the  occasions  which  reveal  great  men,  and. 
Frederick  P.  Stanton  was  a  great  man.  He  called  the  Legislature.  For  this  brave, 
manly,  and  statesman-like  act,  he  was  summarily  dismissed  from  oiSce  by  the  Presi- 
dent. Before  he  could  be  removed,  however,  he  had  time  to  meet  the  Legislatuxe. 
give  them  his  reasons  for  calling  them  together,  and  consult  with  them  as  to  tLe 
proper  course  to  pursue.  The  Legislature  remained  in  session  only  a  few  days.  Irs 
most  important  work  was  to  provide  by  law  for  the  submission  of  the  Lecompton 
Constitution  to  a  vote  of  the  people  on  the  4th  of  January  followinir  —  the  same  day 
that  had  been  fixed  by  the  Lecompton  Convention  for  the  election  of  State  ofiicers 
under  the  Lecompton  Constitution.  It  was  of  course  known  that  the  constitution 
would  be  voted  down  by  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  people,  and  it  was  hoped, 
vainly,  as  the  sequel  showed,  that  the  Administration  at  Washington  would  not  have 
the  colossal  stupidity  and  wickedness  to  champion  a  constitution  which,  at  a  fair 
and  legal  election,  held  by  the  regular  authorized  and  recognized  Territorial  author- 
ities, had  been  demonstrated  to  be  rwt  the  choice  of  the  people.  But  the  capacity  of 
the  Buchanan  Administration  —  that  decaying  dynasty  of  the  slave  power — for  pure, 
unadulterated  meanness,  and  high-handed,  outrageous  villainy,  had  at  that  date  been 
vastly  underestimated. 

The  election  of  December  21  was  a  one-sided  affair,  the  Free-Stare  people  refus- 
ing to  take  part  in  it.  The  total  vote  was  6,143  for  the  Constitution  with  Slavery, 
and  5G9  for  the  Constitution  with  no  Slavery.  Of  this  vote,  over  o.iXVO  were  subse- 
quently shown  to  be  jjurely  fraudulent.  In  Kickapoo  the  Cincinnati  directory  was 
boldly  copied  to  the  extent  of  nearly  a  thousand  names.  In  Oxford  the  fraud 
rivaled  that  of  the  previous  October  election,  which  Walker  and  Stanton  had  kicktd 
out.  No  motive  could  be  assigned  for  these  frauds,  except  it  was  to  swell  the  torcU 
vote  into  something  like  respectable  dimensions  for  effect  at  Washinjton. 

The  elections  of  January  1,  which  followed,  presented  a  curious  phase  ot 
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complication.  First,  there  was  an  election  for  State  officers  under  the  Lecompton 
Constitution,  and  under  officers  appointed  by  the  president  of  the  convention;  and, 
secondly,  there  was  on  the  same  day,  an  election  upon  the  Lecompton  Constitution, 
under  the  regular  Territorial  authorities,  provided  for  by  the  Legislature  at  its 
special  session.  This  latter  election  the  Pro-Slavery  party  ignored.  A  large  vote, 
however,  was  cast,  resulting  in:  For  the  Constitution  without  Slavery,  23;  for  the 
Constitution  with  Slavery,  138;  against  the  Constitution,  10,226. 

-  The  Free-State  body,  as  a  party,  had  resolved  not  to  commit  themselves  by  voting 
for  State  officers  under  the  Lecompton  Constitution.  An  independent  ticket,, 
however,  had  been  nominated  in  opposition  to  the  Pro-Slavery  ticket,  and  was 
supported  by  a  portion  of  the  Free-State  people.  The  total  vote  on  Governor,  as 
returned  for  this  election,  and  now  on  record  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  gives 
for  the  Pro-Slavery  ticket  -i.STo,  and  for  the  Free-State  ticket  3,966.  This,  however,- 
was  only  a  partial  return.  The  vote  as  reported  to  the  Legislature  by  C.  W.  Babcock 
and  George  W.  Deitzler  was  for  Smith,  Free-State,  6,875;  for  Marshall,  Pro-Slavery, 
6,545;  a  Free-State  majority  of  330.  Of  the  Pro-Slavery  vote  they  reported  as 
fraudulent  from  Oxford,  Shawnee,  Kickapoo  and  other  places  3,000  votes.  They 
also  reported  the  election  of  a  majority  of  Free-State  members  in  each  branch  of 
the  Legislature.  The  returns  however  of  the  election  were  made  to  Mr.  Calhoun. 
President  of  the  Lecompton  Convention,  who  was  authorized  to  grant  certiticates 
of  election.  It  was  generally  believed  that  in  case  the  vState  was  admitted  under  the 
Lecompton  Constitution,  Calhoun  would  give  certiticates  to  the  Pro-Slavery  candi- 
dates for  State  officers  and  to  a  majority  of  Pro-Slavery  candidates  for  the  Legis- 
lature. 

The  contest  now  drifted  from  Kansas  to  Washington,  where  the  slave  power,  with 
President  Buchanan  at  its  head,  espoused  the  Lecompton  Constitution  and  endea- 
vored to  force  the  admission  of  the  State  with  it.  But  the  incessant  protesting  of 
the  Free-State  men  had  produced  a  visible  effect.  Moderate  men  in  the  Democratic 
party  began  to  halt.  The  Northern  constituencies  were  muttering  with  rage.  Reeder, 
Geary,  \Yalker,  Stanton — -all  Democratic  appointees  —  were  knifiug  the  infamous 
fraud  at  every  opportunity.  The  great  Democratic  Senator  from  Illinois,  Stephen 
A.  Douglas,  who  had  championed  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise,  and  had 
fought  the  battle  of  the  South  by  the  light  of  his  own  burning  effigies,  all  over  his 
own  State,  now  threw  the  weight  of  his  magnificent  powers  into  the  scale  against 
the  Lecompton  fraud,  and  in  some  smaU  measure  atoned  for  his  past  career,  and  the 
injuries  he  had  done  to  Kansas,  by  fighting  one  sj)lendid  and  masterly  fight  in  her 
behalf.  Meanwhile  the  Free-State  men  in  Kansas  were  not  idle.  The  Legislature 
fully  investigated  the  frauds  of  the  late  elections,  took  a  census  of  the  hamlets  like 
Oxford,  that  had  been  returning  Pro-Slavery  votes  by  the  thousand,  and  showed  that 
it  had  less  than  fifty  voters  all  told;  discovered  the  fraudulent  Delaware  Crossing 
returns  concealed  under  a  wood-pile  in  Lecompton;  began  making  arrests  of  the 
guilty  parties,  and  in  short,  made  it  so  hot  for  the  rascals  that  the  most  of  them 
fled  from  the  Territory  never,  to  return.  But  blind,  obstinate,  unreasoning,  the  slave 
power  in  Congress  pressed  relentlessly  onward.  They  carried  the  Lecompton  Con- 
stitution through  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  33  to  25,  and  pressed  for  victory  in  the 
House.  Here,  however,  the  storm  raged  in  vain.  The  House  defeated  the  Senate 
bill,  and  adopted  a  substitute  sending  the  constitution  back  to  Kansas  to  be  again 
voted  on.  The  Senate  rejected  the  substitute,  and  voted  for  a  committee  of  con- 
ference. The  committee  of  ct)uference  reported  the  English  bill.  On  April  3d  it 
passed  both  houses,  and  on  the  4th  of  May,  1858.  the  President  signed  it.  The 
essence  of  tliis  bill  was  that  the  State  was  admitted  under  the  Lecompton  Constitu- 
tion, but  not  with  the  ordinance  of  that  constitution,  but  with  a  special  and  exceed- 
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ingly  liberal  grant  of  public  lands,  made  by  the  biU  itself,  subject  to  the  condition 
of  a  popular  vote  to  be  hereafter  taken,  at  which  the  ballots  were  to  read  "  For 
proposition  of  Congress  and  admission,"  and  '"Agaiust  proposition  of  Congress  and 
admission."  This  virtually  finished  the  business,  for  nobody  expected  the  people  in 
their  then  temper  of  mind  to  vote  for  admission  under  the  Lecompton  Constitution, 
even  though  the  bribe  to  do  it  had  rivaled  the  Satanic  offer  to  our  Saviour,  of  all  the 
kingdoms  of  the  earth.  The  vote  took  place  August  2, 1S58,  and  resulted  as  follows: 
For  the  proposition,  1,788;  against  the  proposition,  11,300;  majority  against  it, 
9,512. 

Thus  the  great  Lecompton  struggle  was  ended,  and  thenceforward  the  Kansas 
ship  of  State  sailed  on  comparatively  unruffled  seas  toward  the  final  haven  of  ad- 
mission into  the  Union. 


HON.  EUGENE  F.  WAEE'S  POEM. 

Co1>Anthony  now  introduced  Hon.  E.  F.  Ware,  ("Ironquill,")  who  in  an 
impressive  manner  read  the  following  poem,  which  was  received  with  en- 
thusiastic applause  by  the  audience : 

JOHN  BR0^\"N. 

States  are  not  great 

Except  as  men  may  make  them. 
Men  are  not  great  except  they  do  and  dare. 
But  States,  like  men, 

Have  destinies  that  take  them —  ,     .  . 

That  bear  them  on,  not  knowing  why  or  where. 

The  WHY  repels 

The  philosophic  searcher  — 
The  WHY  and  wheee  all  inquiries  defy, 
Until  we  find 

Far  back  in  youthful  nurture, 
Prophetic  facts  that  constitute  the  why. 

All  merit  lies 

'  In  daring  the  unequal. 
All  glory  comes  from  daring  to  begin.  ■ 
Fame  loves  the  State 

That,  reckless  of  the  sequel. 
Fights  long  and  well,  though  it  may  lose  or  win. 

Than  in  our  State 

No  illustration  apter 
Is  seen  or  found  of  faith,  and  hope,  and  will. 
Take  up  her  story: 

Every  leaf  and  chapter 
Contains  a  record  that  conveys  a  thrill. 

And  there  is  one 

Whose  faith,  whose  fight,  whose  failing. 
Fame  yet  shall  placard  on  the  walls  of  Time. 
He  dared  begin. 

Despite  the  unavailing. 
He  dared  begin,  when  failure  was  a  crime. 
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When  over  Africa 

Some  future  cycle 
Shall  sweep  the  lake-gemmed  uplands  with  its 
surge; 
"When  as  with  trumpet 
Of  Archangel  Michael 
Culture  shall  bid  a  colored  race  emerge; 

When  busy  cities 

There,  in .  constellations, 
Shall  gleam  with  spires  and  palaces  and  domes, 
With  marts  wherein 

Is  heard  the  noise  of  nations; 
With  summer  groves  surrounding  stately  homes: 

There,  future  orators 

To  cultured  freemen 
Shall  tell  of  valor  and  recount  with  praise, 
Stories  of  Kansas, 

And  of  Laceda?mon, 
Cradles  of  freedom,  then  of  ancient  days. 

From  boulevards 

O'erlooking  both  Nyanzas, 
The  statued  bronze  shall  glitter  in  the  sun, 
With  rugged  lettering: 

"John  Bkow^j,  of  Kansas, 
He  daked  begin. 

He  lost, 
But,  losing,  won." 

ADDRESS  OF  HON.  WILLIAM  SIMS. 

The  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  Hon.  William  Sims, 
was  then  introduced,  and  delivered  the  following  address: 

THE  AGKICULTURE  OF  KAJS'SAS. 

Mr.  President:  Agriculture  in  Kansas,  like  the  settlement  of  the  Territory,  was 
commenced  under  very  unfavorable  circumstances.  The  controversy  between  the 
people  of  the  North  and  the  South  for  the  possession  of  the  country,  and  the  con- 
trol of  its  political  affairs,  was  such  as  to  clog  the  wheels  of  progress  and  hold  in 
check  the  development  of  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  Territory  until  1S60.. 
when  the  drouth  of  that  year,  immediately  preceding  the  organization  of  the  State, 
seemed  to  verify  the  prediction  of  those  who,  at  an  earlier  day,  had  pronounced  the 
country  entirely  unfit  for  agricultural  purposes.  But  the  home-seekers  of  those  days, 
the  men  who  had  braved  dangers  and  endured  hardships  to  secure  the  Territory  to 
free  labor,  were  not  to  be  discouraged  by  the  failure  of  a  single  year.  They  were 
men  of  energy,  courage  and  determination,  who  comprehended  the  value  of  the  coun- 
try as  an  agricultural  district,  remained  with  their  homes  and  realized  their  antici- 
pations. 

In  January,  1861,  amid  the  dangers  and  excitements  of  an  impending  civil  war, 
Kansas  was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  Slate.  The  War  of  the  Rebellion  followed 
within  a  few  months,  and  for  four  years  but  little  progress  was  made;  but  v-iih  tlie 
restoration  of  peace  in  1865  our  prosperity  fairly  commenced,  and  for  twenty  years 
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no  State  in  the  Union  has  grown  in  population  and  wealth,  or  increased  in  agricul- 
tural importance,  with  the  rapidity  of  Kansas. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  following  table,  our  increase  in  population,  rapid  as  it  has 
been,  has  at  all  times  been  followed  by  a  corresponding  increase  in  value  of  farm 
products  —  the  value  per  capita  for  1885  being  largely  in  excess  of  any  former  period: 


Year. 

Population. 

Assessed  valuation. 

Area  under 
cultication. 

Total  value  of  farm 
products. 

1860  

107,206 
364,399 
528,;349 
996,096 
1,263,562 

«24,737,459  09 
92,528,099  83 
121,544,;i44  07 
160,570,761  43 
248,84.5,277  27 

405,468 
1,971,003 
4,749,900 
8,808,834 
14,252,815 

1875  

$27,630,651  0<? 
43.970,494  28 
84,521,456  00 

13;3,577,01S  00 

1880  

1885  

The  following  tables,  showing  the  acres  and  product  of  wheat,  corn,  and  oats,  to- 
gether with  the  number  and  value  of  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine,  for  the  years 
1860,  1870,  1875,  18S0,  and  1885,  will,  I  think,  clearly  indicate  the  progress  and  im- 
portance of  the  State  as  an  agricultural  and  stock-raising  district: 


YEAR. 

WHEAT.  j 

\ 

COKif.  1 

OATS. 

Acres. 

■  1 

BiCshels.  \ 

Acres. 

Bushels.  j 

1 

Acres.     i  Bushels. 

1860  

194,173  : 
2,391,198  ■ 
13,209,403  ' 
25,279,884  \ 
10,772,181 

6,150,727  \ 
17,025,525 
80,798,769  : 
101,421,718  1 
177,350,703 

:  1  88,325 

1870  

156,200 
743,204 
2,444,434 
1,891,977 

595,892 
1,932,860 
1       3. 554,. 396 
:  5,266,0:35 

i       117,079  :  4,097,925 
!       289,4.37  i  9.794.051 
;       477,827  i  11,4S::;.796 
905,192  ;  31,561,490 

1875  

1880  

1S85  

YEARS. 

1 

HORSES,  5[rLES  AXD  ASSES,  j 

CATTLE. 

!  SHEEP. 

Number. 

Value.  ! 

i 

Number. 

Vahie. 

!  Number. 

1 

Value. 

1860  

21,840 
129,572 
2:32,  ;340 
425,892 

93,455 
373,967 
703,:323 
1,115,312 
1,973,018 

- 

!  17,569 
109,088 
106,224 
426,492 

1  875,193 

i 

1870  

1875  

1880  

1SS5  

59,649,076  96  i 
11,497.905  12  : 
24,514,046  00 
47,84-5,410  00  ' 

Sll,471,038  25 
14,786,990  62 
27,867,408  00 
53,516,843  00 

$230,175  68 
247,-501  92 
1,492,722  00 
1,750,386  00 

YEARS. 

Number. 

li 

1    Total  num- 
1 i      ber  of 
Value.        1  i^^'^'^ock. 

Total  value  of 
live  stock. 

1860  

138,224 
206,. 587 
292,6.58 
1,2S 1,630 
2,461,510 

!  1 

 i  271,088 

1870  

§1,456,4,38  35  ;  819,214 
2,077,871  80  '  1,3:34,. 545 
7,689,780  00       3, 249,. 326 

14,769,060  00  5,898,393 

$22,806,729  24 
28,610,269  46 
61,-563,956  00 

117,881,699  00 

1880  

Now,  Mr.  President,  a  few  words  as  to  the  past,  present,  and  prospective  future  of 
agriculture  in  Kansas,  and  I  am  through. 

Twenty  years  ago.  after  all  question  as  to  the  adaptability  of  eastern  Kansas  to 
agricultural  purposes  had  been  settled,  the  propriety  of  attempting  the  cultivation 
of  crops  in  what  was  then  known  as  the  central  or  middle  belt,  was  very  seriously 
questioned.  Those  who  knew  the  country  best  recoitimeiided  it  fur  grazing  pur- 
poses, but  discouraged  all  attempts  at  cultivation.    The  time  soon  came,  however, 
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when  the  pioneer,  ignoring  all  theories,  and  disregarding  all  unfavorable  reports, 
determined  to  make  the  experiment,  and  at  once  commenced  breaking  the  prairie 
and  cultivating  the  soil  in  what  is  now  known  as  the  ''wheat  belt" — as  fine  an  agri- 
cultural district  as  can  be  found  in  this  or  any  other  State. 

This  brings  us  to  the  third  and  last  belt,  and  while  I  have  no  disposition  whatever 
to  encourage  anyone  to  "go  west  and  grow  up  with  the  country,"  I  will  say.  that 
while  failures  and  reverses,  common  to  all  new  countries,  may  be  expected,  the  time 
is  not  far  distant  when  good  farms,  happy  homes,  and  prosperous  communities  will 
be  found  dotted  all  over  western  Kansas. 

ADDRESS  OF  HON.  ALEXANDER  CALDWELL. 

,  Hon.  Alexaoder  Caldwell  was  introduced,  as  a  gentleman  who  served  as 
a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  who  came  to  Kansas  at  an  early  day,  and 
aided  to  organize  one  of  the  overland  transportation  companies,  long  before 
the  time  of  railroads  in  Kansas,  and  one  w^ho  had  been  a  leading  promoter 
of  the  establishment  of  manufactories  in  this  State.  Mr.  Caldwell  then  de- 
livered the  following  address: 

KANSAS  MANUFACTURES  AND  MINES.  ' 

Mr.  President:  I  appreciate  the  compliment  intended  by  your  committee  in  as- 
signing to  me  the  subject  of  ''Kansas  Manufactures  and  Mines,"  but,  Mr.  President, 
when  I  see  present  so  many  able  gentlemen,  distinguished  in  the  annals  of  our  State. 
I  must  express  my  sincere  regret  that  your  committee  did  not  select  from  this  num- 
ber some  one  more  competent  than  I  to  do  justice  to  the  subject. 

My  life  has  been  too  busy  with  the  pressing  and  absorbing  cares  incident  to  trade 
and  manufactures,  to  afford  the  necessary  preparation  for  such  an  occasion. 

However,  in  deference  to  the  request  of  your  committee,  I  come  fresh  from  the 
workshop  and  factory,  with  the  smoke  and  smut  of  the  forge  upon  my  brow,  to  con- 
tribute my  mite  to  the  exercises  of  the  evening. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  I  was  somewhat  extensively  engaged  in  the  business  of 
transporting  military  stores  across  the  Plains  in  wagons. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  aware  that  an  allusion  to  this  business  is  barely  germane  to 
the  subject,  but  a  request  from  members  of  your  committee  that  I  should  make  some 
reference  to  this  primitive  mode  of  transportation  is  my  apology  for  referring  to  it. 

To  those  who  lived  here  prior  to  the  construction  of  railroads  west  of  the  Mis- 
souri, I  cannot  say  much  that  will  be  new.  Yet,  even  twenty-five  years  ago,  there 
were  comparatively  few  who  realized  the  magnitude  of  that  business. 

The  great  development  in  Kansas  from  1861  to  1886  will  be  better  appreciated  by 
keeping  in  mind  the  fact  that  one-third  of  a  century  ago  the  most  intelligent  peo- 
ple of  the  country  had  but  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  this  fertile  land.  As  school 
children,  we  knew  of  it  only  upon  tlie  maps  as  part  of  the  "Great  American  Desert." 
the  solitude  of  which  was  only  broken  by  the  war-whoop  of  the  Indian  and  the  howl- 
ing of  the  coyotes.  To  maintain  possession  of  this  territory  and  all  that  vast  coun- 
try acfjuired  by  tlie  war  with  Mexico,  military  posts  were  estalilished  in  what  is  now 
Kansas,  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Utah,  and  California. 

The  troops  stationed  at  these  points,  and  thousands  of  civilians  who  had  gone 
west  in  search  of  fortune,  were  dependent  for  support  upon  supplies  from  east  of 
the  Missouri,  the  only  means  of  getting  which  were  by  wagon  transportation. 

Prior  to  the  war  of  the  great  Rebellion,  the  starting  or  outfitting  places  were 
Kansas  City,  Independence  and  St.  Joseph,  Missouri;  but  during  and  after  the  war, 
Leavenworth,  Atchison,  Nebraska  City  and  Omaha  were  the  principal  points  of 
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departure.  Leavenworth,  however,  was  the  point  at  which  the  great  bnlk  of  the 
stores  were  concentrated. 

It  is  desirable  that  some  record  should  be  left  of  what  at  one  time  was  the  prin- 
cipal if  not  the  only  occupation  on  the  Plains. 

The  magnitude  of  that  business  will  be  better  understood  by  referring  to  what  was 
done  in  this  line  by  one  company  having  then  its  headquarters  at  Leavenworth. 
The  amount  of  supplies  required  annually  for  the  military  alone  amounted  to  from 
thirty-five  to  fifty  million  pounds.  I  know  that  e:scept  to  those  who  are  engaged  in 
the  business  of  transportation  by  rail,  the  task  of  handling  fifty  million  pounds  will 
not  be  readily  understood.  Our  expert  and  intelligent  railroad  men,  accustomed  as 
they  are  to  the  business  of  the  day,  will  scarcely  realize  what  it  was  twenty-five  years 
ago  to  perform  this  service.  It  would  have  been  a  commerce  of  no  mean  proportion 
for  the  great  Santa  Fe  or  the  Union  Pacific  Railroads  to  carry. 

A  train  of  twenty-five  wagons,  starting  from  the  Missouri  river  on  the  1st  of  May, 
would  not  reach  Salt  Lake  City  until  about  the  1st  of  October,  or  in  four  or  five 
months.  Now  a  train  of  twenty-five  or  more  cars  will  make  the  journey  in  four  or 
five  days. 

Then  a  passenger  traveling  by  stage  night  and  day,  if  unmolested  by  Indians,  or 
not  delayed  by  storms,  could  reach  Salt  Lake  in  twelve  or  fifteen  days.  Now  he  can 
ride  there  comfortably  in  the  palace  car  in  less  than  three. 

Such,  Mr.  President,  has  been  the  progress  of  the  times. 

Now  let  us  see  what  kind  of  an  undertaking  it  was  to-  transport  50,000,000  of 
pounds  by  wagon.  Usually  trains  were  composed  of  twenty-six  teams,  each  wagon 
loaded  with  about  6,000  pounds,  and  drawn  by  six  yoke  of  cattle  or  four  to  six  mules. 
Oxen  were  generally  used,  because  the  first  cost  was  less  than  that  of  mules,  and  they 
could  subsist  on  the  grass  alone,  while  mules  or  horses  required  grain  to  keep  them 
in  serviceable  condition.  Another  advantage  in  the  use  of  cattle  was,  that  when  they 
became  foot-sore  or  disabled,  they  could  be  left  at  stations  to  recruit  for  use  in  suc- 
ceeding trains,  or  killed  for  beef,  as  the  occasion  might  require. 

Vi'ith  each  train  of  twenty-six  wagons  there  were  three  hundred  head  of  cattle, 
twenty-five  drivers,  a  captain,  (or,  as  we  then  called  him,  a  wagon-master,)  an  assistant, 
and  three  extra  men;  in  all,  thirty  men. 

In  times  of  imminent  danger  four  or  more  of  these  trains  were  massed,  and  in 
cases  of  attack  the  wagons  were  drawn  into  a  circle,  forming  a  corral,  if  possible? 
near  a  stream  of  water.  The  animals  were  driven  inside  the  corral  so  formed,  and 
the  wagons  used  for  barricades. 

To  transport  50,000,000  pounds  in  this  manner  required  10,000  wagons,  12,000  men, 
and  120,000  head  of  stock.  These  trains  of  "prairie  schooners,"  as  they  were  then 
called,  traveled  westward  along  the  Arkansas  to  Colorado  and  New  Mexico,  and  in 
the  valley  of  the  Platte  to  \Yyoming,  and  beyond  to  Utah  and  the  shores  of  the  Pa- 
cific. Had  they  been  formed  into  one  continuous  line,  in  the  ordinary  way  of  trav- 
eling, we  should  have  had  a  column  more  than  1,000  miles  long. 

This  was  an  expensive  mode  of  transportation.  The  investment  in  a  single  train 
of  twenty-six  wagons  was  about  i»;35,000,  and  the  means  of  transportation  necessary 
to  carry  50,000,000  of  pounds  would  cost  more  than  ^'^OiKXOOO.  The  cost  of  subsist- 
ing and  moving  these  caravans  was  enormous,  and  therefore  large  rates  of  trans- 
portation were  paid.  It  may  be  surprising  to  the  railroad  men  of  the  present  to 
know  that  as  late  as  1SG5  the  Government  paid  .S2.25  per  100  pounds  per  100  miles. 
The  distance  to  Leavenworth  from  Salt  Lake  City  being  1,200  miles,  made  the  cost 
per  100  pounds  §27,  or  §540  per  ton.  At  this  rate  a  train  of  twenty-five  wagons 
would  earn  s45,5()0.  To-day  the  same  amount  of  freight  is  taken  by  rail  at  a  co>t 
of  $1,500.    Nothing  better  than  such  a  comparison  demonstrates  what  tlie  railroads 
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have  accomplished  towards  annihilating  distance,  and  bringing  the  remote  parts  of 
this  country  in  closer  relation. 

While  it  might  have  been  to  my  pecuniary  benefit  twenty  years  ago,  had  I  pos- 
sessed the  power  to  have  said  to  the  builders  of  railroads,  when  they  reached  the 
banks  of  the  Missouri,  "'Thus  far;  no  farther  shalt  thou  go,"  yet  the  progress  of 
the  age  demanded  the  roads,  and  "westward  the  star  of  empire  took  its  way," 

Those  of  us  who  lived  in  the  river  towns  twenty  years  ago,  have  a  vivid  recollec- 
tion of  the  busy  and  exciting  scenes  upon  the  departure  and  return  of  these  cara- 
vans of  the  Plains. 

Frequently  a  whole  twelve  months  was  consumed  in  making  the  round  trip, 
wintering  in  the  snows  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  returning  in  the  spring,  the 
men  clothed  in  the  skins  of  the  buffalo,  bears  and  wolves;  faces  unshaven  and  hair 
uncut;  some  with  hats,  others  with  none  at  all;  no  two  dressed  alike,  but  all  arrayed 
in  the  most  fantastic  manner,  and  some  of  them  as  wild  and  savage  as  the  animals 
in  whose  skins  they  were  so  strangely  clad. 

But  among  them  were  many  brave  and  faithful  men.  One  instance  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  show  the  character  of  the  men  generally  selected  as  captains  or  wagon-mas- 
ters. One  of  the  first  trains  organized  by  myself  in  1861  started  from  Leavenworth, 
destined  for  Fort  Union,  New  Mexico,  under  the  charge  of  Tom  Atkins,  a  character 
subsequently  well  known  in  the  frontier  towns  of  the  "West.  The  employes  of  this 
train  were  citizens  of  the  western  border  of  Missouri,  and  as  soon  as  they  learned 
of  the  fall  of  Sumter,  were  restless  to  return  and  join  the  Rebel  army. 

During  the  journey  they  conceived  the  idea  of  stealing  the  entire  train  and  its 
cargo.  Their  plan  was  to  run  it  into  Texas,  dispose  of  it  for  cash,  and  join  the 
Confederacy,  All  except  Atkins,  his  assistant,  and  one  other,  were  engaged  in  the 
conspiracy.    It  was  agreed  that  if  Atkins  opposed  the  plan  he  should  be  kUled. 

One  night,  in  the  Raton  mountains,  soon  after  getting  into  camp,  and  when 
within  a  few  miles  of  a  military  post,  the  plan  was  submitted.  Atkins  suggested 
that  after  supper  they  would  gather  around  the  camp  fire  and  talk  it  over.  He  so 
managed  as  to  get  them  seated  some  distance  from  the  wagon  and  their  weapons, 
and  listened  to  their  proposals.  Suddenly  springing  to  his  feet,  he  and  his  assist- 
ants covered  the  party  with  their  revolvers,  while  the  extra  man  was  dispatched  to 
the  fort  for  assistance. 

"  And  they  crouched  before  him,  for  he  bad  skill 
To  warp  and  wield  their  vulgar  will," 

'  The  mutineers  were  taken  to  the  fort  as  prisoners,  while  soldiers  were  sent  to  take 
the  train  through  to  its  destination.  Thus  did  the  courage  and  decision  of  Ttun 
Atkins  save  to  our  company,  and  to  the  United  States,  thousands  of  dollars  of  valuable 
property. 

Card-playing  was  one  of  the  amusements  of  the  Plains,  as  it  appears  to  be  here. 
I  received  a  letter  from  a  ranchman  demanding  §100  for  a  horse  furnished  Atkins. 
I  referred  the  claim  to  him,  and  he  returned  it  with  the  indorsement  that  he  did  not 
owe  that  man  '•  a  cent."  ^ 

He  insisted  that  he  had  gotten  the  horse  on  the  square:  that  he  had  enjoyed  the 
game,  and  with  the  poet  might  well  exclaim: 

"Oh,  the  dear  pleasures  of  the  velvet  plain, 
The  painted  tablet.s  dealt  and  dealt  again." 

Subsecjuently,  while  engaged  iu  my  otiice  in  settling  the  business  of  his  six-mouths 
trip,  I  was  startled  to  find  him  quietly  slipping  his  pistol  from  its  holster,  and  then, 
without  a  word,  and  as  quick  as  a  flash,  wheel  around,  covering  with  ,  his  weapon  a 
man  who  had  just  entered  the  door.    The  stranger  replied,  '-All  right;  you  have  the 
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drop  on  me  now,  but  the  next  time  we  meet  we  shoot  on  sight,  and  don't  you  for- 
get it." 

This  man  was  one  of  the  mutineers  whom  Tom  had  put  in  irons,  and  who  had 
sworn  to  shoot  him.  He  had  followed  him  to  my  office  for  that  purpose,  but  was  not 
quick  enough  for  the  occasion.  Atkins  subsequently  killed  his  man,  and  he  in  turn 
was  assassinated  and  died  with  his  boots  on  in  a  Kansas  town. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  the  professional  "bull-whacker"  was  a  hard  citizen.  Pro- 
fanity was  a  part  of  his  nature  —  the  cattle  even  apx^earing  to  do  their  level  best, 
pulling  in  proportion  to  the  energy  and  fluency  with  which  the  driver  delivered  him- 
self of  his  most  familiar  expressions. 

I  have  known  of  praiseworthy  efforts  at  reform. 

One  distinguished  freighter,  whose  name  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  was  known 
west  of  the  Missouri,  perhaps  better  than  any  other,  went  so  far  as  to  furnish  his 
"whackers"  with  Bibles,  but  the  effort  was  a  religious  and  financial  failure.  The 
men  declared  no  mortal  man  could  drive  six  yoke  of  cattle  from  the  Missouri  river 
to  the  Rocky  Mountains  without  an  occasional  swear.  The  Bibles  were  traded  off  to 
the  Indians,  and  within  twelve  months  the  firm  went  into  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  President,  of  course  you  will  not  understand  me  as  intimating  that  financial 
disaster  overtook  this  firm  because  of  its  commendable  effort  to  improve  the  vernac- 
ular of  the  Plains,  nor  do  I  admit  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  cattle  pull  without 
the  usual  amount  of  profanity.  But  in  those  days  there  were  times  when  it  did 
appear  difficult  to  dispense  with  the  familiar  code.  In  wet  seasons,  for  example, 
trains  would  become  mud-bound,  and  it  was  not  unusual  to  see  a  wagon  in  the  mud 
up  to  the  axle,  and  the  cattle  in  the  mire  almost  to  their  backs. 

Now  this  is  a  bad  situation,  and  it  did  require  real  lively  talk  to  get  the  load  ro 
move. 

I  was  passing  by  a  train  upon  such  an  occasion,  in  company  with  the  late  Thomas 
A.  Scott,  the  railroad  magnate,  who  had  a  moneyed  interest  in  the  enterprise. 

\Ye  passed  by  one  wagon  which  had  sunk  down  to  the  axle.  Scott,  addressing  the 
driver,  said:  "Well,  my  man,  you  are  in  a  bad  fix."  "Oh,  no,"  he  replied,  "I  am  ail 
right,  but  there  are  two  wagons  below  mine,  and  those  fellows  down  there  are  hav- 
ing a  h — 1  of  a  time!" 

But  much  progress  has  been  made  since  those  days  of  prairie  schooners;  then 
there  was  not  a  mile  of  railroad  in  the  State,  now  there  are  more  than  4.000  miles  in 
operation,  and  as  many  more  projected. 

Then  not  a  school  house  or  a  church  in  the  Territory,  now  we  have  more  of  both 
in  proportion  to  our  population  than  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 

Thirty-five  years  ago  the  Territory  was  unknown  to  the  world  of  agriculture.  In 
the  past  two  years  we  have  produced  nearly  400,000,000  bushels  of  corn,  100.000,OiX> 
bushels  of  wheat,  and  all  other  products  of  the  field  in  proportion. 

In  1861  we  had  a  population  of  107,000,  now  we  have  not  far  from  l,2o0.00<3,  and 
yet  this  is  only  our  quarter-centennial. 

But,  Mr.  President,  it  is  not  alone  in  agriculture  that  Kansas  has  made  such  rapid 
development;  and  now  if  it  is  not  too  late,  and  if  I  have  not  already  taxed  your  in- 
dulgence too  much,  I  shall  proceed  briefly  with  the  subject  assigned  me. 

Thirty-five  years  ago  there  was  not  a  factory  in  the  Territory,  not  a  single  smoke- 
stack to  obscure  the  etiiereal  atmosphere.  Human  hands  had  not  wrought  in  the 
virgin  soil,  and  the  curious  and  frisky  prairie  dog  was  undisturbed  in  his  system  of 
mining  and  subterraneous  exploration. 

Now  our  young  State  is  knt)wn  from  the  f  rozen  lakes  of  the  North  to  the  warm 
waters  of  the  Gulf,  and  even  to  the  golden  sands  of  the  Pacific,  for  tb.e  numbers  auc 
excellence  of  her  manufactures. 
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In  Atchison,  Leavenworth,  Topeka,  "Wyandotte,  Lawrence,  Fort  Scott.  Emporia, 
Wichita,  and  indeed  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  the  never-ceasing  hum  of  machinery 
may  be  heard.  In  the  brief  time  allotted  it  will  be  impossible  to  refer  in  detail  to 
the  manufacturing  enterprises  of  various  cities  and  towns,  but  I  may  speak  of  one 
of  them  as  an  illustration  of  what  is  being  accomplished. 

Leavenworth  is  the  chief  manufacturing  center  of  the  State.  To  dwell  upon  the 
subject  without  making  that  town  a  prominent  factor  in  it,  would  be  like  attempt- 
ing the  play  of  Hamlet  with  that  important  character  left  out.  I  trust,  therefore, 
that  I  am  warranted  in  selecting  that  city,  my  home,  as  an  example  for  the  rise  and 
progress  of  manufacturing  and  mining  in  Kansas. 

Up  to  the  year  of  the  war,  1861,  and  during  its  continuance,  slow  progress  was 
made,  but  since  1865  the  development  has  been  rapid. 

Mr.  President,  yon  are  familiar  with  the  business  of  Leavenworth,  but  even  you 
may  not  know  that  last  year  the  aggregate  of  manufactures  was  about  .^20.(X)0,(X)0. 
Prominent  among  these  industries  are  stove  works,  producing  about  60.000  stoves 
per  annum,  about  200  per  day,  or  a  complete  stove  in  about  every  four  minutes  of 
working-time. 

A  single  wagon  factory  with  a  capacity  of  10,000  per  year,  or  thirty-three  per  day, 
or  a  complete  farm  wagon  of  the  best  material,  substantially  and  beautifully  finished, 
turned  out  every  twenty  minutes;  flour  mills  with  a  capacity  of  2,500  barrels  per 
day,  or  100  barrels  every  hour  of  running-time;  a  glucose  factory  which  consumes 
daily  ten  car-loads  of  coal  for  fuel,  and  converts  5,000  bushels  of  corn  into  syrup. 

An  extensive  factory  for  the  maniTfacture  of  iron  bridges. 

Factories  for  the  manufacture  of  furniture,  steam  engines,  and  hundreds  of 
others,  which  time  will  not  permit  me  to  mention. 

What  I  have  said  of  the  progress  at  Leavenworth  will  apply  in  a  proportionate 
degree  to  other  cities  and  towns  of  the  State. 

I  know,  Mr.  President,  that  a  classification  of  facts  and  figures  is  not  a  very  en- 
tertaining theme,  but  the  subject  assigned  me  is  an  eminently  practical  one,  and 
figures  cannot  be  dispensed  with.  The  records  show  that  there  are  in  this  State  300 
mills,  producing  annually  $15,000,000  worth  of  flour,  a  product  of  .S50,000  per  day, 
or  §2,000  per  hour;  and  that  there  are  more  than  100  saw  mills  in  operation  in  this 
prairie  State.  The  aggregate  value  of  wagons  and  carriages  manufactured  in  this 
State  is  more  than  .Si. 500,000;  furniture.  $1,000,000;  manufactures  in  iron  and  brass, 
|5,000.0<.)0;  sorghum,  .$200,000;  and  besides  these  there  are  woolen  mills,  broom  fac- 
tories, lead  and  zinc  works,  canning  factories,  linseed  oil  works,  packing  houses, 
paper  mills,  organ  factories,  patent  medicines,  and  other  enterprises  too  numerous 
to  mention,  aggregating  more  than  $-10,000,000  of  manufactured  articles  each  year. 

This,  together  with  the  value  of  field  crops  of  more  than  one  hundred  millions, 
and  live  stock  to  the  value  of  forty  millions,  makes  a  good  showing  for  our  young 
commonwealth.  Mr.  President,  chance  does  not  govern  the  world;  there  is  a  cause 
for  all  things.  The  fertile  soil  and  excellent  climate  is  the  cause  of  the  phenomenal 
development  of  our  agricultural  resources,  and  the  real  source  and  great  factor  in 
the  wonderful  growth  of  our  manufactures  is  our  coal. 

It  is  important  then  once  more  to  inflict  upon  you  some  facts  and  figures  as  to 
the  permanency  of  our  supply.  At  Leavenworth  we  have  a  coal  mine  with  ponder- 
ous engines,  and  in  its  equipment  unsurpassed  by  any  in  the  country.  There  several 
hundred  men  are  constantly  employed,  and  from  a  depth  of  more  than  seven  hun- 
dred feet  the  shining  mineral  is  brought  to  the  surface  at  the  rate  of  five  hundred 
tons  per  day,  or  one  ton  per  minute  at  hoisting-time. 

At  the  Penitentiary,  four  miles  south  and  tliree  miles  west  of  Leavenworth,  is  an- 
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other  mine  of  equal  depth,  and  striking  the  same  vein,  from  which  the  output  is  now 
about  250  tons  per  day,  and  which  is  being  rapidly  developed  to  much  greater 
capacity. 

From  these  mines  coal  is  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  State.  The  quality  is  the 
best  bituminous,  and  has  contributed  largely  to  the  encouragement  of  manufactur- 
ing. 

In  regard  to  the  permanency  of  the  sn^jply,  Judge  F.  Hawn,  who  has  given  the 
subject  much  study,  in  a  report  made  to  the  Leavenworth  Board  of  Trade,  says: 

"Is  this  supply  of  coal  permanent"'  If  not,  our  prestige  as  a  manufacturing 
center  will  depart.  A  few  facts  will  show.  The  shaft  of  the  Leavenworth  Coal  Co. 
is  situated  on  the  Fort  Leavenworth  reservation,  on  the  northern  edge  of  the  city, 
and  on  the  bank  of  the  Missouri  river;  the  Penitentiary  shaft,  some  four  miles 
south  of  the'southern  city  limits,  and  about  three  miles  west  of  the  other  shaft,  mak- 
ing the  distance  between  them  about  seven  miles.  The  rock  and  formations  cut  in 
sinking  these  shafts  are  the  same,  and  there  is  no  perceptible  difTerence  in  the  thick- 
ness or  quality  of  the  cOal  either;  so  that  both  the  shafts  are  working  in  the  same 
coal  basin.  There  being  no  diminution  in  the  thickness  of  this  coal-bed,  in  the  dis- 
tance of  seven  miles  south  and  three  miles  west,  it  is  safe  to  say  and  certain  that  our 
coal  basin  is  at  least  twelve  miles  square  and  covers  an  area  of  at  least  144  square 
miles." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  let  us  see  what  supply  we  have  in  this  twelve  miles  square. 
Practical  tests  in  both  mines  demonstrate  that  in  this  vein  of  two  feet  in  thickness 
70,000  bushels  are  obtained  per  acre,  equal  to  44,800,000  bushels,  or  about  1,800,0(m:) 
tons  per  square  mile,  or  for  the  144  square  miles  259,000,000  tons. 

One  thousand  good  miners  will  take  out  about  40,000  bushels,  or  1,500  tons,  per 
day.  At  this  rate  it  will  require  the  labor  of  1,000  men  for  576  years,  or  5,000  men 
115  years,  to  work  out  this  area  of  twelve  miles  square. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  supply  of  coal  in  Leavenworth  county  is  prac- 
tically inexhaustible,  even  were  one  hundred  more  shafts  to  be  sunk. 

But  the  coal  deposit  of  Kansas  is  not  limited  by  counties. 

The  eastern  part  of  the  State,  from  Marshall,  Brown  and  Doniphan  counties  on 
the  north  to  Osage,  Cherokee,  Crawford  and  Bourbon  on  the  southeast,  is  to  a  great 
extent  underlaid  with  coal. 

Mining,  perhaps,  is  prosecuted  more  vigorously  in  the  four  last-named  counties. 
There  extensive  mines  have  been  opened,  from  which  immense  quantities  of  the  best 
quality  of  bituminous  coal  are  shipj)ed  daily. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  while  it  is  generally  known  that  we  have  coal  in  Kansas,  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  quantity  and  value  of  this  mineral  deposit  is  generally  under- 
stood and  appreciated  by  our  own  people.  I  confess,  until  I  had  made  some  calcu- 
lation upon  the  subject,  I  did  not  fully  realize  myself  the  perpetual  source  of  wealth 
we  have  in  our  coal  mines.  In  Cherokee,  Crawford,  Bourbon  and  Osage  counties  it 
is  safe  to  assume  there  is  a  coal  belt  covering  an  area  of  seventy  by  twenty  miles,  or 
1,400  square  miles.  A  vein  averaging  two  feet  in  thickness  will  give  us  1,800,000  tons 
to  a  square  mile,  equal  to  2,520,000,000  of  tons.  One  ton  of  coal  is  equal  to  about 
two  cords  of  wood;  so  that  the  coal  in  this  area  of  1,400  square  miles  is  equal  to 
5,000,000,000  cords  of  wood.  Kansas  comprises  about  50,000,000  of  acres.  If  one- 
half  of  it  was  covered  with  a  forest,  we  might  say  that  there  was  a  good  supply  of 
timber  in  sight.  Yet  if  one-half  of  the  entire  State  was  covered  with  a  forest  of 
two  hundred  cords  to  the  acre,  we  would  have  5,000,000,000  of  cords,  a  supply  of  fuel 
not  exceeding  that  contained  in  the  coal-beds  of  four  counties;  so  that  the  farmers 
QV  the_manufacturers  now  here,  or  those  who  may  come  for  generations  hereafter, 
may  rest  assured  that  in  Kansas  the  supply  of  coal  will  not  fail  them. 

But  it  is  not  in  coal  alone  that  the  mineral  wealth  of  Kansas  consists.    Her  lead 
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and  zinc  mines  are  practically  as  inexhaustible  as  her  coal,  and  of  a  richness  and 
quality  that  have  already  established  them  in  the  markets  of  the  world. 

In  various  parts  of  the  State,  salt  works  are  in  operation,  and  large  quantities  of 
salt  are  procured  from  wells,  the  brine  of  which  is  of  more  than  ordinary  richness. 

Chalk  and  gypsum  abound  in  paying  quantities,  and  the  deposits  of  limestone 
and  sandstone  are  so  immense  that  all  the  houses  and  fences  of  Kansas  might  be 
built  of  stone  without  exhausting  the  supply. 

Mr.  President,  with  such  a  wealth  of  mineral,  and  from  the  geographical  position 
of  our  State,  as  the  center  of  the  Union,  I  can  see  no  reason  why,  within  the  next 
twenty-five  years,  we  shall  not  be  among  the  chief  manufacturing  States  of  the 
Nation. 

To  the  press  of  Kansas,  more  than  to  any  other  agency,  we  are  indebted  for  the 
knowledge  the  world  has  obtained  of  our  agricultural  resources.  TVe  trust  now  that 
those  brainy,  enterprising  editors  will  devote  as  much  energy  and  ability  to  set  forth 
the  advantages  that  exist  here  for  manufactories. 

Let  it  be  known  that  immense  quantities  of  farm  implements  are  distributed 
from  points  on  the  Missouri  river:  that  more  than  two-thirds  of  them  are  used  upon 
farms  west  of  the  State  of  Missouri;  and  that  we  have  all  the  advantages  for  manu- 
facturing these  articles  in  Kansas.  Why,  then,  should  we  continue  to  pay  tribute  to 
the  East? 

Let  us  manufacture  these  articles  ourselves,  and  build  up  within  the  borders  of 
our  own  State  the  Pittsburgh  of  America,  and  thus  will  we  bring  the  consumer  close 
to  the  door  of  the  producer,  affording  to  the  Kansas  farmer  the  option  of  a  home 
or  a  foreign  market  for  the  products  of  his  labor. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  natural 
gas,  because  of  its  convenience  and  cheapness,  has  become  a  great  factor  in  manu- 
facturing in  Pittsburgh  and  other  cities  of  the  East.  Already  about  one-third  of 
all  the  establishments  in  Pittsburgh  and  vicinity  are  using  it,  and  if  the  discovery 
and  development  continue,  it  will  be  but  a  short  time  until  all  the  machinery  of 
that  busy  city  will  be  kept  in  motion  by  gas. 

Manufacturers  from  other  parts  of  the  country,  attracted  by  it,  are  locating  there, 
and  that  city  will  not  only  be  the  great  manufacturing  center  of  the  East,  but 
through  the  agency  of  gas  is  rapidly  being  transformed  from  the  blackest  to  the 
cleanest  and  brightest  in  the  country. 

Kansas  should  ever  be  in  the  van  of  progress,  and  action  should  be  taken  at  once 
to  ascertain  what  there  is  for  us  ifiOO  or  .5,000  feet  below. 

A  few  thousand  dollars  judiciously  expended  in  the  line  of  geological  survey  might 
result  in  adding  untold  millions  to  the  wealth  of  the  State. 

Let  our  legislators  consider  this  matter. 

Mr.  President,  every  Kansan  should  feel  proud  of  the  progress  already  made  in 
manufactures. 

Even  now,  as  he  journeys  westward  or  eastward,  he  may  cross  in  safety  the  great 
rivers  spanned  by  a  Kansas  iron  bridge. 

He  may  travel  to  the  warm  waters  of  the  Gulf,  or  even  to  the  golden  sands  of  the 
Pacific,  and  eat  bread  of  Kansas  flour  baked  upon  Kansas  stoves. 

In  the  forests  of  Puget  Sound  he  will  hear  the  shrill  whistle  of  a  Kansas  steam 
engine.  He  may  tramp  his  way  over  mountain  and  plain,  comfortably  shod  with 
Kansas  shoes;  or  at  any  point  in  the  western  country  a  Kansas  wagon  may  be  at  his 
command. 

If  the  development  of  Kansas  during  the  first  twenty-five  years  of  Statehood  h.is 
been  so  wonderful,  to  what  proportions  may  not  this  young  athlete  attain  before  you 
and  I  are  called  upon  to  attend  its  Semi-Centennial? 
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I  am,  sir,  not  much  of  an  enthusiast,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  deceive  myself  or  you 
by  an  exagcjerated  description  of  what  this  State  may  attain  to. 

I  do  not  think,  sir,  that  I  indulge  in  wild  flights  of  fancy,  when  I  predict  here  and 
now,  that  before  another  quarter  of  a  century  shall  have  rolled  by,  this  Common- 
wealth will  have  more  than  4,000,000  people:  that  it  will  be  the  leading  agricultural 
State  of  the  JJnion,  and  among  the  greatest  in  manufactures. 

Here  will  be  the  center  of  pork  and  beef  packing,  and  the  imperial  granary  of  the 
world;  and  from  the  banks  of  the  Missouri,  upon  the  borders  of  Kansas,  streams  of 
traffic  will  flow,  as  great  and  resistless  as  are  the  currents  of  the  mighty  river  itself. 

ADDRESS  OF  NOBLE  L.  PRENTIS. 

Colonel  Anthony  then  introduced  Mr.  iNoble  L,  Prentis,  as  the  closing 
speaker.  Though  the  hour  was  very  late,  the  large  audience  with  eager 
interest  remained  to  listen  to  the  address  upon  the  subject  — 

THE  WOMEN  OF  KANS-\S. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  The  women  of  Kansas,  to  whom  we  give  to-night,  not  only 
the  praise  of  our  lips  and  the  loud  plaudits  of  our  hands,  but  the  grateful  homage 
of  our  hearts,  is  she  who  sought  Kansas  from  afar,  who  gave  up  what  man  resigns 
almost  without  a  thought,  but  to  woman  is  most  dear  —  the  home  where  she  was 
born.  Who  left  the  spots  her  girlhood  knew  and  loved,  made  precious  by  hope  and 
sorrow,  the  altar  where  she  was  wed:  the  grave,  perchance,  of  her  first-born,  to  come 
to  this  land,  then  full  to  lier  gentle  heart  of  known  and  of  imagined  terrors. 

The  woman  we  pledge  to-night,  wliose  name  and  fame  is  linked  with  that  of 
Kansas  in  all  the  gathered  glories  of  a  quarter-century,  is  she.  who,  brought' face  to 
face  with  all  that  was  appalling,  bore  it  all.  not  with  the  passive,  silent  endurance  of 
a  slave,  but  with  the  high  resolution  of  a  heroine.  Amid  the  noonday  raid  and  raid- 
night  burning,  she  bravely  stood:  she  heard  the  ruffian's  oath,  the  Indian's  yell,  the 
wolf's  hungry  cry,  and  still  she  stayed  by  Kansas,  and  like  Deborah,  of  old,  proj)hesied 
the  future  triumphs  of  her  people.  She  faced  not  only  visible,  but  more  terrible, 
because  invisible,  enemies.  She  sat  pale  but  undaunted  in  her  lowly  home  amid  the 
parched  and  desolated  fields,  while  gaunt  Famine  stood  on  the  threshold  or  looked 
in  at  the  window. 

She  not  only  sasv  and  suffered,  but  she  was  her  own  and  our  historian.  Before 
the  destroying  angel  had  passed,  or  the  blood  on  the  lintels  was  dry,  she  wrote  the 
story  down,  and  among  the  first  and  brightest  and  clearest  of  the  many  books  in 
which  the  wonderful  record  of  Kansas  is  set  forth,  is  that  of  a  Kansas  woman,  Mrs. 
Sara  T.  L.  Robinson,  who  wrote  all  that  she  saw  and  part  of  which  she  was. 

The  Kansas  woman  M'as  our  first  teacher.  She  is  not  an  old  woman  yet,  as  years 
are  counted,  but  she  is  older  than  the  Agricultural  College,  or  the  Normal  School,  or 
the  State  University.  She  gathered  the  children  in  an  academy,  the  walls  of  which 
were  of  sod  and  the  roof  of  brush  and  earth,  and  taught  them  to  spell  such  words  as 
truth,  liberty,  freedom,  independence,  and  instructed  them  in  their  geography  that 
the  earth  revolves  every  twenty-four  hours  around  its  center  —  which  is  Kansas.  In 
consideration  of  her  services  to  the  cause  of  education  in  those  early  days,  the  law 
of  Kansas  allows  her  to  act  as  county  superintendent  —  if  she  can  get  votes  enough. 

The  Kansas  woman  has  manifested  at  all  times  that  highest  quality  of  the  mind, 
endurance  of  daily  ills,  hourly  discomforts,  petty  and  perpetual  annoyances.  She 
has  lived  in  a  dug-out;  she  has  existed  in  a  claim  shanty,  with  a  stove-pipe  for  a 
chimney.  She  has  cooked  without  wood  or  coal,  and  she  has  battled  with  the  Kansas 
zephyr.    Every  Kansas  woman  who  has  run  a  cooking  stove  with  corn-stalks,  straw. 
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or  buffalo  chips,  or  who  has  seen  her  clothes-line  snatched  bald  a  thousand  times  by 
the  Kansas  wind,  ought  to  have  a  homestead  for  nothing,  and  a  pension  for  life. 
But  that  same  wind  has  developed  the  grace  and  muscle  of  the  Kansas  woman.  Talk 
about  your  yachts  —  your  Puritans  and  Genestas!  A  more  inspiring  sight  than 
ocean  ever  saw,  is  a  Kansas  woman  beating  up  Kansas  avenue  in  the  teeth  of  a  roar- 
ing gale. 

But  the  worst  is  over:  gone  are  border  rufiians  and  drouth  and  privation:  gone 
danger  and  difficulty.  The  sunflowers  are  growing  on  the  roof  of  the  abandoned 
dug-out  and  within  the  roofless  walls  of  the  old  sod  house.  The  claim  is  a  farm  with 
broad  green,  or  golden,  or  russet  acres  now.  The  family  is  sheltered  in  a  stately 
mansion  now.  Having  brought  Kansas  about  where  she  wanted  it,  the  Kansas 
woman  is  devoting  attention  to  culture,  to  literature,  to  music,  to  art.  She  discusses 
aU  the  artists  from  Henry  Worrall  to  Praxiteles;  all  the  musicians  from  Nevada  to 
the  piper  who,  according  to  Irish  tradition,  played  before  Moses.  She  belongs  to 
the  Kansas  Social  Science  Club,  and  traverses  the  fields  of  human  knowledge  and  in- 
vestigation, from  hired  girls  to  the  most  abstruse  problems  of  society  and  govern- 
ment. In  the  summer  she  goes  to  Long  Branch  and  Saratoga,  and  is  accompanied 
by  her  daughter,  born  in  Kansas,  a  girl  who  has  caught  in  the  meshes  of  her  hair 
the  light  of  the  Kansas  sun,  and  in  her  eyes  the  violet  shadow  that  girts  the  Kansas 
sky  at  evening.  With  this  beauteous  companion  she  goes  about  the  world,  blessed 
with  that  calm  serenity  which  characterizes  people  who  have  an  assured  positioiv; 
who  do  not  want  the  earth,  because  they  already  possess  all  of  it  worth  having.  But 
if  you  would  disturb  this  dignified  repose;  if  you  would  see  the  frown  of  Juno,  and 
hear  something  like  the  thunder  of  Jupiter,  just  intimate  to  her  that  Kansas  is  not 
the  best  country  in  the  world,  or  that  it  was  ever  anything  else. 

It  was  a  Kansas  woman  who  was  the  first  of  her  sex  to  climb  to  the  summit  of 
Pike's  Peak.  Long  before  there  was  a  bridle-path  —  much  less  a  railroad  —  she 
clambered  on  her  little  woman's  feet  over  rocks,  through  snows,  up  into  the  rare, 
cold  atmosphere  —  up  higher  than  the  bird's  wing  beats  the  air,  up  to  the  very  crest, 
and  there  saw  what  no  woman's  eyes  ever  saw  before.  And  to-day  in  Kansas  song 
and  story  stands  the  Kansas  woman.  She  has  climbed  through  difficulties  to  the 
realms  of  the  stars.  Below  her  lower  the  dark  clouds,  and  mutter  the  reverberating 
thunders  of  civil  strife;  below  her  are  the  mists  of  doubt  and  ditficiilty;  below  her 
are  the  cold  snows  and  bleak  winds  of  adversity;  above  her  God's  free  heaven,  and 
before  her  Kansas  as  she  shall  be  in  the  shining,  golden  to-morrow. 


LETTERS  RECEIVED  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  ARRANGEMENTS. 

FROM  EX-GOVEHNOR  J.  M.  PIARVEY. 

London  Bkidge,  Virginia,  January  22,  1886. 
Secretary  of  Comndttee  of  Arrangements  for  Quarter-Centennial  Celebration — Dear 
Sib:  Please  tender  my  thanks  to  the  chairman  and  all  the  other  members  of  the 
committee,  for  the  invitation  to  be  present  and  participate  in  the  celebration. 

I  regret  that  feeble  health  makes  it  impossible  to  travel  so  far  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  but  I  will  be  with  you  in  spirit,  for  I  shall  always  rejoice  in  every  thing  that 
tends  to  the  honor  and  prosperity  of,r Kansas. 

^  Very  respectfully,  James  M.  Habvey, 
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FROM  HON.  R.  S.  HICK. 

San  Diego,  Cal.,  February  2,  18S6. 

Hon.  F.  G.  Adams,  Secretary  Kansas  Historical  Society,  Topeka.  Kansas  —  Deae 
Sib:  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  letter  of  January  14th,  inclosing  an  invitation  to  the 
quarter-centennial  celebration  at  Topeka. 

Owing  to  the  demoralized  condition  of  the  roads  and  mails,  it  only  reached  me  a 
few  days  ago,  but  that  made  no  difference;  for  while  nothing  would  have  pleased 
me  more  than  to  have  met  with  my  old  friends  in  Kansas  on  that  occasion,  it  would 
have  been  impossible  for  me  to  have  attended,  even  if  I  had  received  the  invitation 
in  time;  but  I  hope  to  be  back  in  Kansas  a  month  or  two  in  the  spring  or  early 
summer.    Very  truly  yours,  R.  S.  Hick. 

FROM  SAM'I.  K.  FORSYTH. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  15,  1SS5. 

Secretary  Coniynittee  of  Arrangements,  Topeka,  Kansas — DeaeSie:  I  am  in  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  invitation  to  attend  the  quarter-centennial  celebration  of  Kansas- 
Nothing  would  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  be  with  you,  but  my  business  is  so 
that  it  is  not  possible. 

You  can  rest  assured  that  I  have  a  full  appreciation  of  the  historical  importance 
of  the  event  you  are  to  celebrate.  I  am  yours  truly, 

Samuel  K.  Fobsyth- 

from  dr.  w,  r.  davis. 
ViNLAND,  Douglas  Co.,  Kansas,  January  13,  1S?*>. 
Hon.  D.  R.  Anthony,  Gov.  John  A.  Martin  and  others  — Dear  Sies:  Your  cordial 
invitation  to  me  to  be  present  and  participate  in  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  oi  the 
admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union,  to  be  held  at  Topeka,  has  been  received,  and  be 
assured  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  be  present  and  greet  the  surviving  mem- 
bers and  officers  of  that  convention. 

I  remember  affectionately  and  with  high  respect,  the  founders  of  our  State  and  of 
our  civil  and  religious  institutions  —  such  men  as  Simpson,  Burnett.  Ingalis.  John 
A.  Martin,  Kingman,  Greer,  S.  0.  Thacher,  Blood,  Ritchie,  Ross,  and  Burris. 

Yours  truly,  Weeteb  R.  Davis, 

FROM  GEO.  B.  GILL. 

Afton,  Iowa,  January  25.  ISSS. 
Hon.  F.  G.  Adams,  Topeka,  Kansas  —  Dear  Sik:  I  see  by  the  papers  that  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  admission  of  Kansas  is  to  be  celebrated  at  the  Capi- 
tal on  the  29th  of  January.  If  I  remember  correctly  it  was  also  on  the  29th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1859,  that  John  Brown  bade  a  last  and  hurried  farewell  to  Topeka,  on  his  war 
north.  It  was  the  Slst  that  the  passage  across  Spring  creek,  near  Holton  was  made, 
usually  called ''The  Battle  of  the  Spurs."  I  am  almost  certain  that  I  am  correct, 
and  unless  some  well-sustained  record  will  place  it  on  a  different  date.  I  will  feel  sure 
that  he  left  Topeka  on  the  29th  of  January,  which  if  correct,  might  in  some  kind  of 
a  theological  way  be  construed  into  a  coincidence. 

Yours  sincerely,  Geo.  B.  Gill. 

[John  Brown's  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.] 

FROM  EX-GOVERNOR  CRAWFORD. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  25.  1S>^. 
Hon.  D.  R.  Anthony,  Chairman  of  Cominittee  on  Quarter-Centennial  Celebrati.yA — 
My  Dear  Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  kind  inviT-^rlon 
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to  be  present  and  participate  in  the  proceedings  at  the  celebration  of  the  twenty- 
fifth  anniversary  of  the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union. 

It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  be  with  you  on  that  occasion,  and  learn  anew 
the  history,  trials,  tribulations  and  achievements  of  our  proud  young»  State,  but 
business  of  a  pressing  nature  will  prevent  my  coming. 

The  history  of  Kansas  is  the  history  of  stirring,  thrilling  events.  While  the  whole 
North  was  in  deep  sleep,  unconscious  of  danger,  and  in  profound  ignorance  of  the 
movements  of  the  powerful  enemy,  Kansas  was  awake;  on  the  picket  line,  and  first 
to  sound  the  reveille.  As  her  sons  were  brave  and  magnanimous  in  war,  they  have 
proven  themselves  just  and  generous  in  peace.  With  open  hearts  and  outstretched 
hands,  they  welcomed  to  hospitable  homes  and  good  neighborhoods  the  people  from 
every  State,  North  and  South,  and  foreigners  from  every  civilized  country. 

As  a  result,  we  have  to-day  a  great  State,  composed  of  honest,  intelligent,  pro- 
gressive, contented  and  prosperous  people;  people  who  own  their  homes  and  have 
the  facilities  for  educating  their  children;  people  who  are  true  to  each  other  and 
loyal  to  their  Government. 

For  these  blessings  we  all  should  be  thankful.  Our  people  ought  to  celebrate  and 
rejoice  over  the  magnificent  structure  which  they,  with  their  own  hands,  have  carved 
out  and  erected  in  the  midst  of  the  "Great  American  Desert." 

With  its  institutions,  its  homes  and  farms,  its  schools,  colleges  and  churches,  its 
roads  and  public  buildings,  its  credit  at  home  and  abroad,  the  State  of  Kansas  stands 
prominently  in  the  front  rank  of  States,  the  pride  and  admiration  of  all.  It  has 
furnished  homes  to  many  homeless  people. 

England,  Ireland  and  Scotland,  with  a  poj)ulation  of  thirty-five  millions,  are  said 
to  contain,  less  than  thirty  thousand  land-owners.  Kansas,  with  a  population  of 
welve  hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  has  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  land-owners. 
Kansas  is  a  free  State  under  a  republican  form  of  government;  the  other  is  a  despot- 
ism, administered  by  despotic  hands.  Hence  the  difference.  These  things  should 
be  kept  steadily  in  view,  and  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  future  generations. 

I  trust  that  this  celebration  may  be  preeminently  successful,  and  go  far  toward 
renewing  the  ties  and  friendships  which  have  heretofore  characterized  our  people, 
and  made  Kansas  what  it  is. 

With  good  wishes  for  all,  I  remain  sincerely,  Samuel  J.  Cbawfokd. 

FROM  GEX.  e.  W.  DARLING. 

The  Oneida  Historical  Society,  I 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  January  19,  1880.  \ 
D.  R.  Anthony.  Esq.^  Chairman — Deak  Sie:  I  regret  that  it  will  not  be  in  my 
power  to  accept  your  courteous  invitation  to  attend  the  celebration  of  the  twenty- 
fifth  anniversary  of  the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union,  and  to  participate  m 
the  proceedings.    With  thanks  for  the  invitation,  I  remain  yours  respectfully, 

C.  W.  Darling, 
Corresponding  Secretary. 

FROM  DR.  GEO.  W.  BROWX. 

EocKFOED.  III..  January  20.  1880. 

Gentlemen:  Your  kind  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  inviting  ine  to  attend  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  and 
participate  in  the  proceedings,  came  duly  to  hand.  Please  accept  my  thanks  for 
your  kind  remembrance. 

Having  shared  with  you  in  all  the  events  connected  with  the  early  history  of  Kan- 
sas, to  the  close  of  the  great  Rebellion,  and  subsequently  watched  from  a  distance 
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the  growth  of  the  Central  Commonwealth,  with  the  interest  akin  to  that  of  the  parent 
for  a  loved  son,  allow  me  to  extend  to  each  of  you,  and  to  all  my  old  compatriots, 
my  hearty  congratulations  that  you  and  they  have  survived  to  witness  the  grrand 
consummation  of  our  early  wishes  and  labors,  to  see  its  virgin  soil  densely  popu- 
lated with  a  great,  prosperous  and  free  people,  uucorrupted  by  the  blight  of  slavt-ry, 
and  leading  in  the  great  reforms  which  mark  the  progress  of  the  race,  I  ardc-ntly 
wish  circumstances  were  such  as  to  enable  me  to  be  present  on  the  interesting  occa- 
sion, but  they  are  not;  so  I  must  forego  the  pleasure. 

I  trust  the  convention  will  be  a  grand  success,  and  hope  many  of  the  participants 
in  it  will  survive  to  share  in  the  half-century  celebration,  and  that  the  future  gro'^rth 
and  prosperity  of  the  State  will  be  commensurate  with  that  we  have  witnessed  in  the 
twenty-five  years  now  closed. 

Please  convey  to  all  the  actors  in  your  early  history  my  assurance  of  high  regards. 

Sincerely  yours,  G.  W.  Bkov>>-. 

Cols.  D.  R.  Anthony,  S.  N.  ^Yood,  and  others. 

FROM   HON.  THOS.  P.  FENLON. 

Leavenworth,  Kansas,  January  12.  1886. 

D.  R.  Anthony^  Esq.,  Chairman  Quarter- Centennial  Celebration  —  Deab  Sib:  Yocrs 
of  the  11th  inst.,  inviting  me  to  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  admission  of  oa:r 
State  into  the  Union,  to  be  held  at  Topeka  on  the  29th  inst.,  is  received.  I  thank 
you  for  this  kind  remembrance,  and.  if  possible,  I  will  be  on  hand  and  do  what  Ii:::e 
I  can  to  add  to  the  festivities  of  that  memorable  anniversary. 

I  remember  well  the  29th  of  January,  1861.  Tom  Ewing,  Jim  McCahon.  my-elt 
and  others  (I  cannot  now  remember  them  all)  took  the  old  '•Kickapoo"  canno-n 
about  where  you  now  live,  and  fired  it  time  and  time  again  in  honor  of  our  admission. 
"Without  regard  to  race,  color  or  previous  condition  of  servitude,"  and  without  re- 
gard to  politics,  I  will  be  glad  to  meet  the  old  boys  of  the  29th  of  January.  ISGl. 

Truly  yours,  Thos.  P.  Fenlon. 

FROM  HOX.  SAMUEL  R.  PETERS. 

House  of  Representatives,  Washington,  D.  C.  January  14.  1886. 

Committee  of  A  rrangements.  Topekxi,  Kansas  —  Gentlemen:  I  have  your  invitation 
of  the  9th  inst.,  asking  me  to  be  present  at  the  Quarter-Centennial  Celebration  of 
the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union. 

It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  comply,  but  I  fear  my  duties  here  will  pre- 
vent my  going.  I  can  assure  you,  liowever,  that  I  realize  the  importance  as  weU  as 
the  anticipated  pleasure  of  this  celebration,  and  were  it  possible  for  me  to  be  pres- 
ent without  neglecting  interests  confided  to  my  care,  I  should  endeavor  to  be  f.irh 
you. 

The  contrast  between  18G1  and  now,  in  the  condition  of  our  country,  as  well  as  in 
the  condition  of  Kansas,  is  most  remarkable.  In  the  last  twenty-five  years  our  Gov- 
ernment successfully  passed  through  its  last  crucial  test.  Prior  to  that  time  it  was. 
at  least  to  some  extent,  an  experiment. 

Wlien  I  take  into  consideration  the  virtue,  intelligence,  and  advancement  of  our 
people,  I  feel  satisfied  that  our  existence  as  a  Nation  will  be  as  lasting  as  time.  In 
securing  this  permanency,  Kansas  has  wrought  a  very  important  part.  Her  prog- 
ress, prosperity  and  wealth  have  been  phenomenal.  Her  influence  is  felt  everywhere, 
and  her  future  is  unclouded.  As  the  most  visionary  prophet  fell  far  short  of  foretell- 
ing her  wonderful  progress  in  the  first  twenty-five  years  of  her  growth,  so  now  the 
most  vivid  imagination  would  fall  short  of  portraying  what  the  next  tweuty-i!ve 
years  has  in  store  for  our  beloved  State. 

Let  us  all  discharge  our  various  dutiesi  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  with  an  hones': 
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and  conscientious  fidelity,  and  thereby  assist  in  placing  her  at  the  very  front  of  the 
sisterhood  of  States  in  this  Union. 

Wishing  you  and  all  interested  a  pleasant  and  profitable  celebration, 

I  am  very  truly  yours,  S.  R.  Petebs. 

FROM  HON.  C.  F.  MANDERSOX. 

Senate  Chambek,  Washington,  January  1.5,  1886. 
Messrs.  D.  R.  Anthony  and  otJiers,  Topeka,  Kansas  —  Gentlemen:  I  have  your  let- 
ter of  invitation  to  be  present  on  the  occasion  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
admission  of  Kansas.  The  event  certainly  recalls  to  the  memory  of  thousands,  an 
epoch  in  our  history  of  great  political  significance,  in  the  light,  especially,  of  what 
preceded  and  followed  the  coming  of  Kansas  into  the  Union. 

It  would  afford  me  pleasure  to  be  with  you  and  those  who  will  attend,  but  my 
ofiicial  duties  here  will  prevent,  which  I  greatly  regret. 

Very  respectfully,  Chaejles  F.  Mandebson. 

FEOM  R.  C.  COLEMAN.  ^ 

Goshen,  N.  J.,  January  2,  188G. 
D.  R.  Anthony^  Esq.,  Chairman,  &c. —  Deab  Sir:  Your  invitation  to  attend  the  cel- 
ebration of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union 
on  the  29th  day  of  January,  inst.,  has  been  received. 

I  should  be  very  much  pleased  to  attend,  but  official  duties  will  require  me  to  be 
in  Orange  county  at  that  time. 

The  celebration  of  an  anniversary  of  this  event,  so  rich  in  historical  incidents, 
must  certainly  prove  a  very  interesting  occasion.  But  I  shall  have  to  content  my- 
self with  reading  an  account  of  it.       I  remain  yours,  R.  C.  Coleiian, 

FROM  JOHN  UROWN,  JR. 

Put-in-Bay  Island,  Lake  Erie,  ) 
Ottawa  Co.,  Ohio,  January  25, 188G.  ) 

To  Committee  of  Quarter-Centennial  Celebration,  Topeka.  Kansas  —  Gentlemen: 
Your  invitation  to  attend  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  admission  of  Kansas 
into  the  Union  awoke  me  out  of  a  kind  of  ''Rip-Van-Winkle'"  sleep.  Not  in  a  cave 
of  the  "Kauterskills,"  but  in  an  island  in  Lake  Erie,  have  I  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury been  dreaming? 

Surely  it  was  but  yesterday  since  there  assembled  on  the  high  ground  south  of  the 
"Kaw  river,"  in  a  low,  broad,  two-story  stone  building  a  body  of  resolute  men.  hav- 
ing, it  seemed  to  me,  more  than  an  average  share  of  intelligence  —  men  full  of  mag- 
netic fire,  not  their  lips  merely,  but  their  entire  being  "'touched  with  a  live  coal  from 
off  the  altar  of  freedom;''  men  whom  neither  swollen  streams  filled  with  running 
ice,  nor  threats  of  bodily  harm,  could  hinder  from  meeting  to  do  their  duty  in  a  leg- 
islative capacity  under  the  Topeka  Constitution. 

Passing  before  my  mental  view,  I  see  the  leading  men  of  those  days,  and  though 
military  titles  were  plenty,  and  their  honors  borne  with  becoming  modesty,  the  title 
of  "Honorable,''  suddenly  acquired  by  a  few  of  our  citizens  as  representatives  of  the 
people  and  authorized  to  sit  as  legislators  on  the  upper  or  lower  floors  of  that  State 
House,  was  a  distinction  felt,  though  it  could  not  be  seen.  From  the  Senate  Chani- 
ber  I  see  the  tall  form  of  Henry  J.  Adams,  he  of  dark  complexion,  clear-cut  featurt  r; 
and  bright  eyes;  of  calm  exterior,  yet  when  speaking  having  the  power  of  an  (.Uiicie. 

At  that  time  in  Topeka  many  were  assembled  who  were  members  of  the  "third 
house;"  yet,  as  all  seemed  desperately  in  earnest,  it  would  be  invidious  to  say  who 
were  and  who  were  not  of  the  honorables."  There  was  positive,  impetuous  S.  N- 
Wood;  strong,  deliberate,  determined,  energetic  Captain  Sam.  Walker;  the  sunny- 


272 


STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


haired,  silver-tongued  Martin  F.  Conway;  Father  Tuton,  of  "'blue-jeans"  memory; 
John  Speer,  "State  Printer,"  anxiously  working  for  the  common  good:  G.  W.  Brown, 
of  sinuous  nature  and  manner  "child-like  and  bland;"  H.  H.  William?,  who,  rather 
than  fail  of  being  present  and  taking  the  oath  as  a  legislator  under  the  Topeka 
Constitution,  made  the  entire  journey  on  foot  from  the  valley  of  the  Pottawatomie 
to  Topeka.  and  returned  by  the  same  conveyance,  as  I  have  good  reason  to  know; 
Charles  A.  Foster,  and  O.  C.  Brown,  of  Osawatomie,  and  David  Starr  Hoyt.  soon  after- 
wards stealthily  killed  on  the  Wakarusa. 

Time  and  space  will  not  allow  of  my  wandering  far  from  the  pretty  hamlet  which 
General  Lane,  on  the  occasion  of  his  being  elected  with  Governor  Reeder,  United 
States  Senator,  under  the  Topeka  Constitution,  in  an  open-air  speech  near  the  Gar- 
yey  House,  called  the    beautiful  city  of  Topeko." 

Yes,  as  "the  chromos  are  turned  on,"  there  comes  into  view  the  "Garvey  House" 
and  its  proprietor,  E.  C.  K.  Garvey,  the  plump,  rosy,  garrulous  little  Irishman.  His 
house  was  the  headquarters  of  what  Lane  called  "skullduggery." 

The  night  before  the  election  of  Lane  as  Senator,  he  asked  me  to  come  to  his  room 
in  the  Garvey  House.  In  the  darkness  of  midnight,  (for  he  lighted  no  lamp,)  he 
said: 

"Brown,  I  want  to  talk  with  you,  and  as  we  must  not  be  heard,  come  and  lie  down 
on  my  bed  here,  with  me.  Now,  Brown,  I  know  you  and  you  know  me,  and  you  know 
I  am  not  the  man  to  forget  my  friends.  To  come  to  the  point  at  once,  I  want  you 
to  vote  for  me  to-morrow." 

I  replied:  "I  am  sorry,  General  Lane,  that  you  have  said  this,  for  it  looks  as  if 
you  suppose  I  am  in  the  market  for  sale." 

"Excuse  me,"  he  said;  "I  should  have  been  more  thoughtful;  have  you  anything 
against  me  that  would  deprive  me  of  your  vote?  " 

"Gen.  Lane,  I  will  frankly  tell  you  that  I  have  not,  at  least  during  a  part  of  our 
acquaintance,  had  a  good  opinion  of  you." 

"Why?" 

"Well,  do  you  remember  the  speech  you  made  last  summer  in  Lawrence,  in  which 
you  said  that,  "so  far  as  the  rights  of  property  are  concerned,  I  know  no  difference 
between  a  negro  and  a  mule."    I  heard  you  say  that.". 

"  Well,  Brown,  I've  felt  like  kicking  myself  ever  since." 

"General.  I  determined  this  morning,  some  hours  before  you  invited  me  to  call  on 
you  here,  that  James  H.  Lane  would  get  my  vote  to-morrow." 
He  threw  his  arms  around  me  and  hugged  me  like  a  brother. 

"  Brown,  you  are  a  man  after  my  own  heart,  and  I  want  you  in  our  secret  order." 

"Is  it  the  same  that  G.  W.  Brown  gave  my  brother  and  me  some  knowledge  of 
last  fall,  soon  after  Barker  was  killed?  " 

"I  don't  know,  but  you  are  just  the  man  I  want.  Now,  Brown,  stand  up,  and  I 
will  put  you  through  the  first  degree;  but  before  proceeding  I  will  explain  its  objects 
and  obligations,  from  which  you  can  conscientiously  join  our  order.  Its  object  is 
to  unite  our  Free-State  men,  enable  them  to  recognize  each  other  in  the  dark  as 
well  as  in  the  light;  in  short,  to  make  each  member  of  the  order  know  the  other,  and 
make  him  feel  that  the  other  is  in  fall  sympathy  with  him,  and  can  be  depended 
upon  under  all  circumstances  to  aid  to  the  best  of  his  ability  in  promoting  the 
common  cause,  which  is  to  save  Kansas  from  the  curse  of  slavery.  You  can  see  at 
once,"  said  he,  "that  through  this  we  can  come  to  feel  each  other'?  shoulders;  you 
understand  me? " 

"Yes,  yes." 

"Of  course  you  do.    Upon  honor,  I  assure  you,  that  a  man  who  loves  freedom. 
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his  country,  and  the  government  of  his  fathers^,  will  find  nothing  in  this  order  to 
object  to.    Are  you  ready  for  the  obligation? " 

"Yes;  but  wait  a  moment.  Do  Governor  Robinson,  and  our  other  good  and  true 
men  belong  to  or  favor  this,  as  G.  W.  Brown  diJ  last  fall?" 

''Well,  I  cannot  tell  you  everything  pertaining  to  the  order  at  this  stage.  Wait  a 
little."  He  said:  "  Robinson,  and  others  I  mi<jj;iit  name,  are  all  right,  but  working 
chiefly,  (as  I  understood  him.)  in  the  higher  degrees." 

"I  am  ready,  I  said." 

Never  can  I  forget  the  weird  eloquence  of  hi--  whisper  as  he  breathed  into  my  ear 
the  words  of  the  ritual  of  the  first  degree  of  tfcte  order,  gave  me  its  sign,  grip  and 
password,  and  its  grand  hailing-sign  of  distaress,  which  in  the  night-time  was 
*'Ho  !  Kan-s-a-s."  uttered  in  loud  voice,  with  accent  on  the  last  syllable,  long  drawn 
out. 

Next  morning  he  duly  invested  me  with  the  emblem  of  my  degree,  which  was  a 
narrow,  black  ribbon,  worn  in  the  button-hole  of  the  shirt-collar.  He  added,  "When 
you  return  home,  begin  at  once  the  work  of  organizing  in  your  own  neighborhood." 

My  rifle  company,  previously  organized,  of  men  living  on  Pottawatomie  creek  and 
vicinity,  a  few  miles  from  Osawatomie,  met  for  drill  near  an  old  log  house  not  far 
from  Partridge's,  on  a  claim,  I  believe,  of  Judge  James  Hanway.  In  that  old  log 
house  we  deposited  our  arms  and  adjourned  in  a  body  to  attend  the  opening  of  Judge 
Cato's  court,  held  at  Dutch  Henry's  house.  After  his  charge  to  the  grand  jury  we  all 
returned  and  resumed  our  drilling  exercises  near  that  old  log  hut,  a  picture  of  which 
(misnamed  ''John  Brown's  cabin")  Governor  St.  John  presented  to  me  in  the  Gov- 
ernor's room  in  the  State  House  at  Topeka,  in  the  summer  of  1879,  when  I  was  there 
in  the  interests  of  the  colored  refugees  from  tLe  South. 

At  that  drilling  exercise  father  was  present.  He,  Judge  Hanway,  James  Townsley, 
my  brother  and  brother-in-law,  William  Thompson,  August  Bondi,  (and  hie  near 
Iriend,  wViose  name  I  cannot  this  moment  recall,)  the  Partridges,  H.  H.  Williams, 
Cochrane  and  others,  were  then  members  of  my  company,  having  signed  my  muster- 
roU  soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Topeka  Legislature. 

At  the  close  of  the  drill  I  said  to  several  of  ray  men  that  I  wanted  to  see  them 
privately  in  a  ravine  in  the  woods,  (I  think  it  was  a  little  northeast  of  the  house 
where  William  Partridge,  his  wife  and  his  sister  Mary  Partridge  lived;")  and  one  at  a 
time  I  initiated  them  into  that  eminently  practical  order,  whose  animating  spirit 
was  General  James  H.  Lane. 

That  order  in  its  infancy  (it  had  no  other  life)  died  of  inanition,  t'nrough  lack 
of  being  properly  nourished  by  the  then  '"Major  General  of  Kansas  Volunteers." 

After  the  ball  held  in  the  chamber  of  the  lower  house,  which  Lane  and  many  even 
from  Lawrence  attended,  (headed  by  a  delegation  of  "Stubs"  known  also  as  "Com- 
pany A,''j  I  saw  him  no  more.  He  had  my  heart  and  hand;  he  has  them  still;  I  would 
not  be  divorced. 

Where  shall  I  stop  reeling  off  these  threads  reminiscences?  I  wiU  close  by  re- 
ferring to  one  incident  merely,  which  I  ought  mention  as  a  testimony  to  my  friend 
ex-Governor  Robinson.  Around  him  in  those  d^ys  there  lingered  a  subtle  air  of  mys- 
tery quite  captivating  to  young  men  and  to  mi»st  women,  and  well  calculated  to  in- 
spire devotion.  I  write  from  experience.  After  thirty  years,  I  cannot  even  now,  in 
spite  of  some  part  of  that  experience,  check  some  heart-throbs  of  old-time  loyalty. 
My  unrequited  love  for  him,  alas,  is  not  singular  in  having  "wasted  its  fragrance 
on  the  desert  air."  With  vivid  clearness,  I  recall  my  emotions  on  meeting  Governor 
Robinson  within  a  few  hour-!  after  my>release  oi?  h.Hil  as  treason  prisoner,  at  Lecouip- 
ton,  by  Judge  Lecompte. 

We  met  on  the  east  side  of  Massachusetts  street  in  Lawrence,  nearly  opposite 
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where  Mr.  Thacher  (I  believe)  published  a  paper  in  1879.  Gov.  Robinson  was  going- 
sonth,  I  north  —  he  on  the  sidewalk,  I  on  the  street,  when  he  hailed  me,  saying: 

"John,  stop  a  minute:  I've  some  money  for  you." 

He  then  handed  to  me  a  twenty-dollar  gold-piece. 

I  said,  ''How  does  this  happen?" 

"It's  money  that  has  come  to  me  from  the  East  to  aid  needy  Free-State  people, 
you  and  the  rest  of  us,  and  I  don't  know  of  anybody  to  whom  it  would  likely  be  of 
more  use  than  to  you  and  some  of  your  folks." 

"  I  certainly  feel  very  grateful  to  some  one,*"  I  said,  "  and  if  you  know  who  it  is 
that  has  sent  the  money,  please  let  him  or  her  know  of  my  gratitude;  I  will  step  in 
and  write  you  a  receipt  for  this  money." 

"No,  I  haven't  time  now;  it's  all  right  as  it  is,  and  you  need  not  bother  your  head 
about  it." 

Perhaps  my  venerable  friend  has  to  me  and  to  others  often  done  good  by  stealth, 
taking  no  receipt,  on  the  principle  "  Let  not  your  left  hand  know  what  your  right 
hand  doeth."  However,  it  affords  me  a  genuine  pleasure  to  let  it  be  kno-wm  even  to 
the  new  generation,  where  twenty  dollars  went  of  that  fund  of  which  Gov.  Charles 
Robinson  (under  the  Topeka  Constitution)  had  the  handling.  I  would  also  hereby 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  sundry  "  blessings  "  from  my  Governor  Robinson,  ail  of 
which,  I  trust,  are  duly  appreciated.  I  am  sure  that  I  would  not  willingly  deprive 
my  old-time  idol  of  even  the  least  jewel  in  his  crown;  for  towards  him  in  his  declin- 
ing years,  I  cherish  no  animosity,  but  instead  will  ever  keep  in  view  the  Governor 
Robijison  as  he  appeared  to  me  in  my  days  of  unsophisticated  greenness. 

In  the  spring  of  1862  I  had  the  privilege  of  looking  from  Mount  Oread,  near  Law- 
rence, over  the  valleys  of  the  Kaw  and  ^Yakarusa,  and  again  from  the  same  stand- 
point in  1879,  seventeen  years  later.  What  may  have  been  the  growth  of  Kansas  in 
seven  years,  since  I  was  there  last,  I  can  only  judge  by  comparing  the  Kansas  of 
1856  with  that  of  1879,  covering  a  period  of  twenty-three  years.  When  I  saw  her 
last  her  ''gates  were  ajar''  to  the  colored  refugees  from  the  South,  many  of  whom 
(from  the  mud  and  filth  where  for  a  time  they  were  compelled  to  tarry  outside  the 
walls)  caught  only  a  glimpse  of  their  Canaan,  and  closed  their  eyes  forever. 

Truly,  "the  destruction  of  the  poor  is  their  poverty." 

Thanks  to  the  Infinite  Providence,  the  i)riests  and  Levites  were  outnumbered 
by  the  Samaritans.  Some  of  these,  notably  Governor  St.  John.  Chief  Justice  Hor- 
ton,  F.  G.  Adams,  the  ConunonweaUh  newspaper,  J.  C.  Hebbard  and  others,  it  was  my 
privilege  to  know  and  to  never  forget. 

Permit  me  in  conclusion  to  offer  this  sentiment:  Wondekful,!  Globious  KansasI 
her  phenomenal  success,  the  natural  fruit  of  the  tree  of  righteous)icss,  planted  and  grow- 
ing in  her  soil.  John  Brown,  Je. 

FROM  irON.  P.  P.  WILCOX. 

Denvek,  Col.,  January  24th,  188G. 

To  D.  R.  Anthomj,  Chairman ;  F.  G.  Adams,  Secretary ;  S.  X.  Wood.  John  Mai-tin  and 
others  of  Committee  —  Gentlemen:  I  have  received  your  invitation  to  be  present  at 
the  celebration  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the 
Union,  to  be  held  at  Topeka  on  the  29th  instant,  and  regret  that  my  engagements 
are  such  as  to  render  my  acceptance  impossible. 

But  though  I  cannot  be  with  you  in  person,  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  be  no 
more  forgetful  of  the  day,  and  the  old  friends  who  will  clasp  hands  -and  mingle  con- 
gratulations on  that  occasion,  than  I  am  of  the  stirring  events  in  which  they  and  I 
were  actors,  and  through  whose  successful  issue,  a  State  was  founded  in  the  wilder- 
ness and  has  grown  to  conspicuous  prominence  and  influence  in  the  great  sister- 
hood. 
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Pardon  the  pride  of  a  pioneer  of  '55  which  prompts  me  to  recall  some  of  the 
experiences  of  those  early  days.  I  went  from  Missouri  to  Atchison,  Kansas,  in  C(.>ra- 
pany  with  about  five  hundred  other  Democrats,  on  the  80th  of  March,  1855,  to  assist 
a  scattered  population  in  depositing  a  sufficient  number  of  votes  to  make  the  numer- 
ical strength  of  the  Territory  appear  respectable,  possibly  to  help  the  cause  of 
slavery  a  little  :  but  finding  the  country  in  that  vicinity  very  attractive.  I  devoted 
the  day  to  locating  a  claim  adjoining  the  town-site,  and  through  my  eagerness  to 
become  the  owner  of  IGO  acres  of  the  public  domain,  I  lost  the  chance  to  do  some  of 
the  tallest  voting  ever  heard  of  at  any  other  election  in  the  history  of  Missouri. 
Although  at  that  time  Atchison  could  scarcely  boast  a  single  permanent  citizen, 
there  were  about  3,500  votes  in  that  precinct  that  day,  and  I  am  quite  certain  the 
number  of  votes  cast  represented  the  majority,  as  I  heard  of  no  one  being  killed. 

On  the  7th  day  of  May  following,  I  removed  to  my  claim,  and  from  that  time 
until  18G0  I  took  an  active  part  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  Territory,  helping  to 
undo  what  the  Pro-Slavery  invasion,  of  which  I  had  been  in  some  measure  a  part, 
had  accomplished  at  that  election.  I  remained  long  enough  to  see  freedom  estab- 
lished, and  Kansas,  on  the  high  road  to  her  present  wonderful  prosperity.  Leaving 
her,  I  only  went  out  from  the  mother  to  assist  in  rearing  her  child,  in  whose  vigor- 
ous growth  my  early  hopes  have  been  fully  realized.  And  now,  from  my  mountain 
home  in  Colorado.  I  send  greeting  to  the  friends  of  my  earlier  years  on  the  plains 
of  Kansas,  congratulating  Border-Ruffians"  and  "  Jayhawkers"  alike  on  the  pros- 
perity wrought  by  their  efforts,  aad  the  harmony  and  good-will  that  now  prevail 
among  them. 

Very  respectfully,  P.  P.  Wilcox. 

FliOM  FllAXK  B.  SANBORX. 

CoNCOED,  Mass.,  January  25.  188G. 

To  the  Quarter-Cenfemiial  Celebration  Committee,  Topeko.  Kansas  —  GE^■TJLl:MFN: 
Your  note  of  the  11th  inst.,  inviting  me  to  particij^ate  in  the  celebration  of  the  ad- 
mission of  Kansas  into  the  Union,  on  the  29th,  found  me  too  much  occupied  with 
engagements  to  accept  the  invitation,  as  I  would  gladly  have  done. 

I  remember  that  event  well,  and  for  three  or  four  years  previous  had  been  doing 
what  I  could  to  secure  the  admission  of  Kansas  as  a  Free  State.  That  victory  was 
worth  all  that  it  cost,  and  without  it  the  great  contest  for  freedom  in  the  civil  war 
might  have  had  a  different  immediate  issue,  though  none  can  doubt  that  slavery 
would  have  died  at  last.  Its  first  deadly  wound  was  given  on  the  prairies  of  Kansas 
in  185G;  though  a  four-years  war  was  necessary  to  complete  its  destruction.  I  thank 
God  that  I  had  some  share  in  piercing  its  rhinoceros  hide,  when  it  was  trampling 
down  the  rights  of  white  men  in  Kansas,  with  the  National  Government  dO'ing  what 
it  could  to  help  the  beast,  and  hold  its  victims  still.  I  thank  God  that  John  Brown 
and  other  brave  men  were  on  the  spot  to  chase  and  finally  to  drive  him  back  into  the 
Platte  Purchase,  where  he  was  hunted  to  death  a  few  years  later  by  General  Lane  and 
the  Union  soldiers.  It  was  no  time  for  moral  suasion,  and  I  rejoice  that  the  men  of 
Kansas  did  not  rely  upon  that  alone,  nor  upon  political  management;  but  were  ready 
to  fight  for  their  cabins  and  their  ideas.  The  result  is,  that  you  have  a  State  where 
freedom  means  something  to  every  citizen,  and  a  history  of  which  you  have  a  right 
to  be  proud.  I  have  seen  some  recent  attempts  to  write  this  history  in  such  a  way 
that  if  the  historian  told  the  truth,  you  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  yourselves;  but  it  is 
easier  for  one  man  to  be  mistaken  than  for  a  whole  people  to  be  in  ignorance  of 
their  own  annals;  and  I  look  to  the  men  who  have  known  Kansas  from  first  to  last, 
of  whom  there  are  many  still  living,  for  such  a  history  of  Kansas  as  shall  be  good 
reading  for  you  and  for  me,  and  for  our  children  after  us. 
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Sach  gatherings  as  that  of  the  29th  instant  will  promote  the  work  of  the  historian, 
and  give  a  new  impulse  to  your  excellent  Historical  Society,  which  is  doing  so  much 
good  work.  I  am  indebted  to  it  for  many  agreeable  hours  when  I  visited  Kansas  in 
1882,  and  I  shall  never  cease  to  be  interested  in  all  the  institutions  of  your  noble 
State.  .  Truly  yours,  F.  B.  Sanbobs. 

FROM  GEN.  \T.  T.  SHERMAN. 

912  Gaekison  Avenue,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  January  27,  1886. 

Col.  D.  R.  Anthonij,  Leavemuorth.  Kansas  —  My  Deab  Friend:  I  was  very  much 
gratified  yesterday  by  the  receipt  of  your  kind  letter  of  the  25th,  inclosing  me  a 
certificate  of  membership  of  the  State  Historical  Society,  and  by  you  will  assure  the 
members  thereof  that  I  appreciate  the  honor,  and  would  be  only  too  happy  to  share 
in  their  meeeting.  were  it  at  all  practicable. 

It  seems  to  me  but  yesterday  when  all  of  Kansas  was  occupied  by  Indians,  except 
Leavenworth  Fort  and  a  few  mi;^sions.  and  now  it  ranks  among  the  first  of  the  food- 
producing  States  of  our  Union.  Even  yet  the  great  mass  of  our  people  hardly  rec- 
ognize the  magical  change  wrought  in  the  past  thirty-five  years.  Yet  little  by  little 
the  truth  will  be  made  manifest,  and  the  pioneers  or  their  children  will  realize  that 
they  have  been  rewarded  for  the  toil  and  trials  of  1855-6,  as  also  the  m.ore  serious 
struggle  of  1861-5. 

Last  summer  Mr.  Bayard.  Secretary  of  State,  who  had  just  come  from  your  State 
University,  at  Lawrence,  where  he  had  made  an  oration,  asked  me  in  the  presence  of 
several  gentlemen,  if  I  had  ever  been  there,  and  if  I  had  ever  seen  a  more  beautiful 
rural  landscape  than  the  one  from  the  college  hill  up  the  valley  of  the  Wakarusa? 
Of  course  I  had  been  there  many  times,  and  admitted  it  was,  beyond  question,  a 
most  lovely  view,  justly  entitled  to  a  fair  comparison  with  that  from  Pilot  Knob, 
near  Leavenworth:  that  from  the  Soldiers'  Home,  at  Washington,  looking  down  the 
Potomac;  or,  the  most  famous  of  ail.  that  looking  up  the  Valley  of  the  Thames  from 
Richmond  Hill,  above  London. 

Wishing  you  and  your  association  all  honor,  and  again  thanking  you  for  the  val- 
ued compliment,  I  am  sincerely  your  friend, 

W.  T.  Shebman. 

'    FROM   HON.  p.  B.  PLUMB. 

Senate  Chambee,  Washington,  January  25.  1886. 

Col.  D.  R.  Anthony.  Hon.  John  Martin.  Hon.  A.  H.  Horton.  and  others.  Committee,  drc, 
Topeka,  Kansas  —  Gentlemen:  Your  invitation  to  participate  in  the  exercises  which 
you  have  arranged  for  the  29th  inst.,  I  woold  gladly  take  advantage  of  did  not  the 
stress  of  oflicial  duties  imperatively  forbid. 

The  event  to  be  commemorated  properly  holds  the  first  place  among  the  number- 
less stirring  incidents  which  have  punctuated  the  history  of  Kansas.  Many  of  these 
will  doubtless  be  vividly  recalled  by  distinguished  men  who  bore  a  part  in  them,  and 
the  result  of  your  deliberations  will  necessarily  be  to  brighten  and  perpetuate  his- 
torical associations  of  great  value. 

The  rapidity  with  which  momentous  results  and  conspicuous  achievements  suc- 
ceed each  other,  and  the  wonderful  developments  that  are  compassed  within  a 
comparatively  brief  period,  are  emphasized  by  the  fact  that  many  of  the  men  who 
participated  most  notably  in  the  struggles  which  preceded  the  formal  establishment 
of  the  commonwealth  are  yet  either  in  the  meridian  of  life  or  but  little  advanced 
beyond  it. 

The  earlier  history  of  Kansas  is  as  uniqtie  as  its  later  annals  have  been  singcuar 
in  their  record  of  successful  progress.  The  influence  of  the  local  contentions  and 
trials  of  those  first  years  pervaded  the  whole  country,  divided  political  parties,  fanned 
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partisan  excitement  to  an  unparalleled  pitch,  and  planted  the  seeds  of  civil  vrar,  so 
formidable  as  to  astonish  the  world.  And  when  those  local  trials  were  happily  ended 
by  the  act  of  admission,  the  prophecy  of  Mr.  Sumner  was  fulfilled,  and  Kansas  be- 
came indeed  a  •"ministering  angel  to  the  Republic." 

It  wa3  a  felicitous  preference  which  selected  as  the  first  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
infant  State  a  man  whose  devotion  to  the  interests  of  Freedom  had  been  consistently 
conspicuous,  and  who  had  attested  that  devotion  by  personal  dangers  and  saciihces; 
nor  can  it  be  denied  that  each  one  in  the  lengthening  line  of  his  successors  has  guided 
the  commonwealth  not  only  safely  through  dangers,  but  by  prudently  progressive 
steps  has  led  her  towards  the  realization  of  the  dreams  of  a  model  hovernment. 

I  cannot  doubt  that  your  meeting  will  prove  eminently  successful,  and  my  regret 
that  I  cannot  personally  share  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  occasion  is  earnest  and  pro- 
found- Very  truly  yours,  P.  B.  Plumb, 

FROM  FRKD.  LAW  OLMSTED. 

Beookline,  Mass.,  Jaunuary  15,  1886. 
F.  G.  Adams,  Secretary  —  Deak  Sie:  I  much  regret  that  my  engagements  will  not 
permit  me  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  celebration  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary 
of  the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union,  to  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  be  in- 
vited by  your  note  of  the  11th  inst.  on  behalf  of  the  committee  of  arrangements. 

Very  respectfully.  Feed.  Law  Olmsied. 
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Barnard,  Joseph,  judge  of  first  election,  Nov.  29, 

1854  

Barnes,  William  J.,  commissioned  Captain  

Barnett,  William  D.,  commissioned  justice  of 

the  peace  

Barry,  Abram,  mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher.... 
Eash'aAV,  Thomas  II.,  commissioned  justice  of 

the  peace  

Bassett,  Owen  A.,  mention  made  by  Governor 
Reeder,  of  assistance  given  by,  iu  his  escape 

from  Kansas,  iu  May,  1356  

Mentioned  by  Geo.  C.  Prackett  in  connec- 
tion with  Governor  Peeder's  escape  

Battle  of  tile  Spurs,  mentioned  by  Geo.  B.  Gill, 
Bayard,  Hon.  Thos.  F.,  mentioned  by  General 

Sheraian  

Bayne,  William  F.,  commissioned  justice  of 

the  peace  

Beauchamp,  Henry,  commissioned  justice  of 

the  peace  

Beecher's  Pibles,  mentioned  by  S.  N.  Wood  

Beecher,  Henry  Ward,  mentioned  by  D.  W. 

Wilder  214, 

Beegle,  J.  P.,  conimi.^sioned  constable  

Beeler,  K.  D.,  commissioned  County  Commis- 
sioner  

Beeson,  James  C,  commissioned  constable  

Beets,  Jes.,  commissioned  County  Commis- 
sioner  

Belew,  John,  judge  of  second  election,  March 

30,  1855  G4, 

Bell,  James  M.,  mentioned  

Belts  of  crop  cultivation  in  Kansas,  mentioned 

by  Wm.  Sims  

Benedict,  S.  S.,  mentioned  bv  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor Kiddle  223, 

Benjamin,  Judah  P.,  quoted  by  Governor  Rob- 
inson  

Benjamin,  Theodore  E.,  judge  of  second  elec- 
tion, March  :'><!,  iSo.")  

Bennett,  [)r.  J.  E.,  o<uiimissioned  Surgeon  

Benson,  A.  W.,  mentioned  by  Lieut.  Governor 

Riddle  

Bergeron,  Francis,  judge  of  second  elect  ,41,  03, 
Berkt  lev,  (ioveruur,  Viri;inia,  ouolcd  bv  D.  W. 

Wilder  :  

Berry,  (W.o.  W.,  c.»mmissioned  Sherill"  

Resignation  of.  94, 

Bertrand,  i;.  F,,  election  at  store  of.  

Big  Springs  I  rce-State  Con\  eution,  mentioned 

in  biography  of  t  '.nv.  feeder  

Mciitioncii  by  T.  1).  Thacher  

Big  Sugar  Creek  Precinct,  second  ehction, 
March  30.  18.>5  
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Biography  of  Gov.  A.  H.  Reeder   5 

Biography  of  Gov.  Wilson  Shannon   37 

Bishoji,  Henry,  commissioned  constable   116 

Bishop,  Robert  C,  orlicial  oath  of.   57 

Comiaissioned  Clerk  for  Douglas  county...  11-5 

Commissioned  constable   IK* 

Judge  of  first  election   41 

Judge  of  second  election   63 

Bishop,  Robert  E.  [.'],  commissioned  constable,  50 

Blackstone,  Ebenezer.  judge  of  second  election. 
March  30,  1S55   64 

Blaine,  .Tas.  G.,  mentioned  by  Gov.  Stanton   !';.-> 

Blair,  <,ien.  C.  W.,  selected  to  deliver  an  address 
at  the  (Quarter-Centennial  Celebration   175 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  mentioned  by  Chief  Justice 
Horton   2o5 

Blair,  Joel  P.,  candidate,  election  of  March  30, 

1855  ,  77,  SI 

Commissioned  Probate  .Judge   92 

Blake,  .lames  B.,  commissioned  Coroner,  Leav- 
enworth county   Ill 

Blanken baker,  Wm.,  commissione<i  justice  of 
the  peace   123 

Bianton,  N.  B.,  appointed  judge  of  second  elec- 
tion  62 

Afhdavit  of,  concerning  returns  of  election 
of  March  30,  1855  :   170 

Blanton's  Bridge,  mentioned  by  S.  X.  Woo-i   2:>S- 

Mentioned  by  Governor  "Reeder,  in  his 
diary  17,  24 

Blassingame,  J.  n.,comniissioned  Lieutenant..  Ill 
Commissioned  Lieutonant  Colonel   117 

Blood,  .lames,  mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher   2Vj 

Mentioned  by  Werter  R.  Davis   26S 

Blood,  James,  Wm.  Hutchinson,  and  H.  Miles 
Moore,  letter  of  September  6,  1S56,  to  Acting 
Gov.  Woodson,  mentioned   141 

Blood,  P.,  mentioned   45 

Bloomington,  111.,  Gov.  Reeder  attends  Repub- 
lican State  t'oDvention  at,  after  his  escape 
from  Kansas   30 

Blue,  Itichard  W.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov. 
Riddle  .'.   223 

Blue  [Ikill]  Creek  Precinct,  second  election. 
March  30,  1855  '.  62 

Blue  Lodge  in  3Iissouri,  movements  of,  in  May, 
1856,  mention  of,  by  (iov.  Reeder   19 

Blue  River  Precinct,  second  election,  March 
30,  1855   e-$ 

Blunt,  James  G.,  mentioned  by  P..  F.  Simpson,  1&.> 

Boggs,  John  C,  commissioned  justice  of  the 
peace   9S 

Boles,  Charles,  judge  of  second  election,  March 
30,  1855   64 

Bond,  Edwin,  affidavit  of,  concerning  returns 
of  election  of  March  30,  1S55   70 

Boudi,  August,  mentioned  by  John  Brown  jr.,  273 

Boone,  Samuel,  commissioned  Lieutenant   117 

Booth,  E.  G.,  appointed  judge  of  first  election, 
November  29,  1854  7.   41 

Booth,  Fox,  commissioned  Commissioner,  Riley 
county   131, 

Borden,'  William  N.,  complaint  made  before 
Gov.  P.eeder  iu  behalf  of   37 

Border  Rutiian,  newspaper,  mentioned  by  D. 
W.  Wilder   213 

Boughton,  S.  W.,  appointed  judge  of  first  elec- 
tion, Nov.  29,  185-1   41 

Bourbon  countv  coal  mines,  mentioned  bv 
Alex.  Caldwell  '..  264 

Bourbon  county  othcers  in  lS55-l>-56  93,  95,  95 

Bowin,  Joseph,  commissioned  justice  of  the 
peace   113 

Bowman,  Capt.  George  W.,  steamer  Converse, 
aids  escape  of  Gov.  Reeder  1...  23^  2t> 

Bovd,  A.  G.,  appointed  judge  of  first  election, 
Nov.  29,  1854   42 

Bovles,  Thomas,  commissioned  Commissioner 
of  Deeds   119 

Brackett,  George  C,  mention  made  by  Gov. 
Reeder  of  assistance- by,  in  his  escape  frum 

Kansas,  iu  May,  1856  

His  recollections  of  Gov.  Ree^iers  escape 
from  Kansas  throu!j:h  Missouri   Cl 

Bradburv,  Leonard,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov. 
Riddle'.  :   22a 
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Braden,  F.  G.,  candidate,  election  of  March  30, 

lSo-=>   79 

Bradford,  Asbury  C, commissioned  Lieutenant,  129 
Bradford,  E.,  coiamissioued  justice  i^ftlie  peace,  113 
Bradley,  James  N.,  commissioned  ju:*tioe  of  tlie 

peace   1)9 

Brady, John, commissioned  justiciMjf  thepeace,  129 
Brady,  John  T.,  commissioned  District  Attor- 
ney   93 

Braham,  William,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace   46 

Brandley,  Henrv,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov. 

Biddle  *.  .'.   222 

Branscomb,  (  has.  If.,  mentioned  by  ^.  N.Wood,  236 
Branson,  Jacob,  arrest  and  rescue  of,  men- 
tioned by  John  Speer   242 

Arrest  and  rescue  of,  referred  to  by  Gover- 
nor Shannon   99 

Bratton,  George,  commissioned  constable   58 

Brewer,  David  J.,  mentioned  bv  rhief  Justice 

Ilorton  '  199,  20O 

Brewster,  W.  S.,  commissioned  (^{nartermaster,  117 
Bridges,  C.  G.,  mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Rid- 
dle  223 

Brinter,  Byron,  commissioned  Captain   34 

Broadhead,  John  F.,  mentioned  by  Chief  Jus- 
tice Ilorton   200 

Mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Riddle  220,  222 

Brockett,  W.  B.,  at  Kansas  City,  in  May,  185G, 

mention  of  by  Governor  Reeder   17 

Broderick,  Case,  mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor Riddle  .'.   223 

Brooke,  Dr.  B.  C,  commissioned  Surgeon   114 

Brooks,  Preston  S.,  mentioned  by  B~  F.  Simp- 
son '.   19  -3  j 

Brown,  ,  concealment  of  Gov.  Reeder  at  j 

his  house  at  Kansas  City  25,  26 

Brown,  A.  W.  J.,  commissioned  Probate  Judge, 

Allen  county   129  I 

Brown,  Channing  J.,  mentioned  bv  Chief  Jus-  j 

tice  Ilorton  '.   199  ' 

Mentioned  by  Lieut.  Governor  Ri'ldle          223  i 

Brown,  David,  judt;e  of  the  second  election, 

March  30,  18:)o...r.   64 

Brown,  F.  P.,  declination  of   112 

Brown,  Felix,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace   95 

Brown,  Frederick,  murder  of,  referred  to  by 
William  Hutchinson  and  II.  Miles  Moore  in 
letter  to  acting  Governor  Woodson  and  Lieut. 

CoL  Cooke   1.37 

Brown,  Geo.  W.,  at  Kansas  City,  in  May,  lSo6, 

mention  of  by  Governor  Reeder  .17,  IS,  19 

•  Mentioned  by  John  Hrownjr  ^272,  273 

Mentioned  by  John  Speer   242 

Mentioned  by  S.  N.  Wood   238 

Letter  of,  to  Quarter-Centennial  Celebra- 
tion  269 

Brown,  James  C,  initiates  the  first  law  proceed- 
ings in  Kansas  Territory   37 

Brown,  Captain  John,  mentioned  bv  George  B. 

Gill  .".   26S 

Mentioned  by  John  Speer  242,  244 

Mentioned  by  F.  B.  Sanborn   275 

^Mentioned  l)y  F,.  F.  Simpson   193 

Mentioned  by  Lieutenant  (ioveruor  Riddle,  22.5  | 

Mentioned  by  1».  W.  Wilder   215  | 

Alluded  to  by  ex-<;overnor  Ruhinsou   17S  ! 

Poem  on,  by  Hon.  Eugene  F.  Wan-,  read  at  i 

the  <2iiiirtcr-Centenuiul  Celebration  

Brown,  John,  jr.,  mentioned  bv  John  Sptcr  

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher  

Letter  of,  to' Quarter-Centennial  Celebra- 
tion  

Sketch  of  Topeka  Le'.,aslature.  In)*";  

Brown,  John  E.,  judge  of  s-econd  eleoti>jn  G3, 

Commis-joned  <  aptain.....  

Brown,  Miidl.son,  commissioned  Chief  .lustice 

of  Kansas  Territory  

Brown,  Grvilli;  i '.,  mentioned  by  T.  1>.  Thacher, 
Mentioned  by  John  lirown  jr. 
Mobbing  of,  at  Kansas  City,  .NLiy  12,  InjO 

mention  of  by  Gov.  Reeder.  .'  

Brown,  <»scar  ('.,  mentioned  

Brown,  liecs  P.,  murder  of,  mentioned  by  John 
SiHjer   242  i 


Brown,  William  E.,  commissioned  justice  of 

•  the  peace  

Brown ,  William  R.,  mentioned  by  Chief  Jus- 
tice Horton  '.  

Brown  county  otiicers,  in  IS-S'^lN'ih  

Browne,  Orville  H.,  appointt-i  judge  of  iirs: 

election,  November  29, 15-54  .'  

Ai)pointed  census  taker  

Candidate,  election  of  .^tarch  So.  l,<3o  

Commissioned  Lieutenant  

Browning,  F.,  candidate,  eleciion  Mar.oJ),  lS->5_. 

Brubaker,  George,  otilcial  oarh  of.  

Bryant,  M.  E.,  election  at  h.;.:'.se  of  ,  

Bryant,  Wm.  C,  mentionea  by  D.  W.  Wilder... 
Buchan,  Wm.  J.,  mentiont-d.  bv  Lieut.  Gov. 

Riddle  .'.  22:>. 

Buchanan,  President  James,  mentioned  by  B. 

F.  Simpson...;  .'  

Jlentioned  by  T.  D.  Thaeber  

Bad  faith  of,  in  respect  to  the  Leoompton 
Constitution,  mentioaeii  by  tiovernor 

Stanton  '  

Influence  of  John  Calhoun  with,  in  respect 

to  the  Lecompton  Con<ntution  

Recommends  to  Congress  the  ratiticatioa 

of  the  Lecompton  Constitution  

Action  upon  the  Lecouip:on  Constitution, 

mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thui-ber  

Buckley,  H.  W.,  co'mmissione-i  consiabie  

"Bulialo  Chip,"  newspaper,  menlioned  bv  D. 

W.  Wilder  ."  

Buford's  Company  of  Souther:::  Emi^rrants  in 
ISoti,  mentioned  in  Gov.  Ree^Jer's  biography, 
Buist,  Charles  P.,  comnussioceA  Lieutenant.."., 

Bullwhaeker,  account  of,  by  A:ex.  Caldwell  

Purge,  David,  appointed  judxe  of  rirst  election, 

Nov.29,  lSn4  

Burgereau,  Francis,  appointed  judge  of  tirs: 

election,  Nov.  29.  18-54  41,  63, 

Burgess,  A.  F.  H.,  mentioned  

Burgess,  Cornelius  M.,  mentioned  

Burgess,  H.  B.,  atJidavit  of,  cor-cerniug  returns 

of  election  of  March  30,  16-'-5  T  

Burgess,  John  S.,  mentioned  

Burgess,  R,ev.  H.  B.,  judge  of  election,  March 

30,  1855  

Burgess,  Samuel,  complaint  of  assault  made 

against,  before  Gov.  Reeder  

Burnam,  Bennett,  commissio'je<i  Surveyor  of 

Leavenworth  county  .'.  

Burnett,  J.  C,  member  of  Quarter-Centeauial 

Committee  

Mentioned  by  Werter  R.  I'avis  

Mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Riddle  

Burns,  Anthony,  mentioneil  by  T.  D.  Thacher, 
Burr  Oak  Precinct,  second  elr^cnon,  3Iarch  oo. 
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•81 
tJ4 
214 

224 

1?5 
248 


l-:0 
154 
l->9 

213 
11 


111 

175 


Burris,  Fernando  H.,  mentione-d  bv  Lieut,  Gov, 

Riddle  ^  '.  

Burris,  John  T.,  mentionetiby  B.  F.  Simpson... 

I^lentioned  by  Werter  R.  Davis  

Burson,  Harrison,  commissiontKl  justice  of  the 
peace  '  54, 

Flections  at  house  of  62, 

Judge  of  second  election  G2. 

Judge  of  third  election.  May  22.   

Butler,  (ireenlee,  commissione-i  Lieutenant.... 
Butler,  Rev.  Pardee,  mentioned  by  S.N.  \^"oo<i. 
Butts,  Alex.,  mentioned  by  D.  W.' Wilder  


256  i 
242  i 
249  I 

271 

271  j 
73  I 

129  I 

35  I 
246  I 

272  j 

73  ■' 


C. 

Cable,  — ,  commissioned  justice  of  the  {"cace...  12"? 

Cadue's  Reserve,  mentionevi   »:4 

Caldwell,  Alex.,  mentioned  bv  Chief  Justice 

Horton  '.   -yj* 

Address  of,  at  the(iuarter-Centennial  <.Vh>- 

bration   2.5? 

Calhoun,  Gen.  John,  mentioned  by  Governor 

Reeder   25 

Made  President  of  the  Lecompton  Coqs:i- 

tutional  Convention   1-54 

Distrust  of  him  on  the  part  of  the  people 

of  Kansas   I ■"•5 

His  influence  with  President  iiuchauau  s 
cabinet  mentioned  bv  Gov.  Stanton   134 
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Calhoun,  Gen.  John— Ortndiuied  : 

Protected  bv  tlie  United  States  army,  in  re-  • 
lation  to  the  fraudulent  election  returns,  loS 

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Tbacher  2o2,  255 

Calhoun,  T.  J.,  commissioned  Surgeon's  Mate..  117 

Calhoun  county  officers,  in  18.m-185(3  9:5,  97,  117 

Cameron,  Hugh,  commissioned  County  Treas..  97 

Commissioned  justice  of  the  peace   93 

Judge  of  second  election  62,  69 

Cameron,  Noah,  mentioned   69 

Campbell,  B.  P.,  commissioned  Sheriti'.   93 

Campbell,  Isaac  N.,  commissioned  constable...  97 
Campbell,  W.,  steamboat,  mention  of  by  Gov. 

Reeder  21,  22 

Candle  box,  concealment  of  election  returns, 

mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher   2o5 

Conceahueut  of  Lecompton  election  re- 
turns in,  alluded  to  by  Gov.  Stanton   158 

Canema,  city  of,  mentioned' by  C  K.  Holliday,  206 
Cantield,  \Vm.  H.,  mentioned  bv  Chief  Justice 

Horton  ,   200 

Cannon,  Kickanoo,  mentioned  by  Thomas  P. 

Fenlon   270 

Cannon,  "Old  Kickapoo,"  mentioned  by  D.  R. 

Anthony   218 

Cannon,  "Old  Sacramento,"  mentioned  by  B. 

F.  Simpson   193 

Cannon,  taken  from  Lexington  to  Lecomptoa 

in  ]May,  1856,  mention  of  by  Gov.  Keeder   21 

Cannon,  at  Lawrence  in  May,  1S56,  mentioned 

by  Gov.  Reeder   16 

Capital  of  the  Territory,  established  tempora- 
rily at  Fort  Leavenwonh,  Oct.  7,  1854   96 

Removed  toShawnee  Mission, Nov.  24, 1S54,  44 

Established  at  Pa«-uee,  .luly  2d,  1855   86 

Returned  to  Shawnee  >Iission,  July  12,1855,  86 
Attempt  to  establish  at  Minneola,  mention 

of,  by  T.  D.  Thacher   250 

Attempt  to  establish  at  Minneola,  mention 

of,  by  Gov.  Denver   169 

Capital,  State,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Holliday....  207 
Location  of,  at  Topeka,  mentioned  by  T.  D. 

Thacher   248 

Capitol,  State,  mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Riddle,  221 
Completion  of  east  and  west  wings  of, 

mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Riddle  222,  224 

Carnes,  Adam,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  51,  52 

Carpenter,  John  C,  mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov. 

Riddle  222,  223 

Carpenter,  Louis,  mentioned  bv  Chief  Justice 

Horton  ".  199,  201 

Carr,  J.  P.,  commissioned  Paymaster   117 

Carson,  Tbos.  J.,  commissioned  constable   99 

Carter,  James,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace   130 

Case,  Geo.  H.,  mentioned  by  Lieut.Gov.  Riddle,  224 

Case,  John  G.,  commissioned  Lieutenant   129 

Caslee,  Anderson,  commissioned  Coroner  An- 
derson county   114 

Cass,  Senator  Lewis,  mentioned  by  T.  D.' 

Thacher   247 

Cass,  Lewis,  Secretary  of  State,  instructions 

given  by  to  Governors  Stanton  and  Denver...  157 
Cassedy,  (ieorge  W.,  commissioned  Commis- 
sioner of  Deeds   117 

Catholic  church,  tirst  In  Kansas,  mentioned  by 

Dr.  Mcf'abe   231 

Catholic  churches  iu  Kansas,  statistics  of,  given 

hy  Dr.  McCabe   232 

Catholic  ndssions,  Indian,  mentioned  by  Dr. 

McCabe   230 

Cato,  Judge  Sterling  (x.,  at  Topeka,  July  4th, 
1856,  at  tlie  dispersal  of  the  Free-State  Legis- 
lature 126 

Mentioned  by  John  I'.rown  jr   273 

Catroll,  John  N.,  commissioned  constable   95 

Census  and  enumeration  of  voters,  by  Gov. 

Reeder,  appointment  of  persons  to  take   55 

Census,  otiicial  returns  of  above  69 

Censuses  of  Kansas,  facts  of,  stated  by  Gov, 

Martin   184 

(■'hafee,  I  Ion.  C.r.,  alludtd  to  by  O.K.  Holliday,  207 
Chalk  de[>osits  in  Kansas,  nujutioned  by  Hon. 

Alex.  (  aldwell   265 

Champion,  Atchison,  mentioned  by  S.  N.Wood,  238 


j  Chandler,  Richard,  commissioned  Lieutenant,  134 
i  Judge  of  second  election,  March  30,  is.5.5....  78 
i  Chapman,  Edward,  candidate,  election  of  Mar. 

i      30,  1855  69,  7H,  82 

!        Assessor,  Douglas  county  Ill,  115 

!  Chapman,  Dr.  John  P.,  appointed  judge  of  tirst 

I     election,  Nov.  29,  1854   41 

I        Vote  cast  for  as  Delegate  to  Congress,  tirst 

i  Territorial  election   45 

I        Election  at  house  of.   62 

I  Chapman,  T.  A.,  commissioned  Coroner,  Jelier- 

!     son  county   113 

'  Charleston  Mercury,  quoted  by  ex-Governor 
1     Robinson  ;  :   177 

■  Chase,  Gov.  Salmon  P.,  alluded  to  by  Governor 

1     Stanton   159 

'  Cherokee   countv  coal  mines,  mentioned  bv 

I     Alex.  Caldwell!   264 

:  Chestnat,William,judgeof  second  election. ..63,  73 
I  Cheyenne  Countv  ''Rustler,"  newspaper, men- 
;     tioned  by  D.  W.  Wilder   213 

■  Chitington,  L.  H.,  judge  of  second  election, 

March  30,  1855...   71 

I  Chiviugton,  Rev.  J.  M.,  mentioned  bv  Dr. 

'     McCabe  '.   231 

;  Chouteau,  Captain  ,  of  the  steamboat  Ama- 

'     zon,  mention  of  by  Governor  Reeder.   22 

Chouteau,  Cyprain,  judge  first  election   45 

Judge  of  election,  March  30,  18.55   64 

i  Christian,  James,  commissioned  County  Clerk..  96 

I        Resignation  of   115 

:  Christoson,  3L,  commissioned  Clerk,  Jetferson 

!     county   113 

Chudys,'W.  L.,  judge  of  second  election,  March 

•30,  1855   64 

Church  buildinas  in  Kansas,  mentioned  bv  Dr. 

:     F.  S.  McCabe.:.  ."   221 

.  Churchc-s  of  Kansas,  address  of  Rev.  I'r.  Mc- 
Cabe at  the  (Quarter-Centennial  Celebratioa,  ioO 

Prc-Teriitorial  era  ,   230 

Territorial  era,  1S.>1-61   ^fO 

j        The  era  of  the  civil  war,  1861-65   2:31 

j        The  era  of  peace,  1865-85.   231 

:        Characteristics  of.   232 

i        Names  of  denominations  given  bv  Dr. 

!  McCnbo  ■   232 

Statistics  of,  given  by  Dr.  ^Ic</abe   233 

JNIentiiMied  by  Governor  Manin:   1?1 

;  Cities  of  Kansas,  address  of  C.  K.  Plolliday  at 

Quarter-Centennial  Celebration  *.   2';i4 

Claflin,  Horace  P.,  mentioned  by  D.  W.  Wilder,  214 

Clark,  A.  S.,  commissioned  sherirl".   93 

Death  of  referred  to   122 

Clark,  i:.  W.,  mentioned  by  Gov.  Reeder  in  his 

diary   lo 

Clark,  Gov.  William,  of  Lewis  and  Clark's  ex- 
ploring expedition,  mentioned   57 

■  Clark,  John,  commissioned  County  Commis- 

sioner '.   93 

I  Clark,  .T.  J.,  judge  of  second  election   62 

;  Clark,  Robert,  commissioned  Colonel   92 

I        Resignation  of...   Ill 

1  Clark,  Samuel,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace   9S 

i  Clarke,  George  W.,  commissioned  Captain   114 

!        Letter  of,  to  Governor  Shaouon,  Wakarusa 

j  War   I'.'O 

j  Clarkson,  J.  J.,  commissioned  Colonel   1-5-5 

'  Clayton,  Powell,  mentioned  by  Gov.  Denver....  174 

Cleveland,  O.  F.,  judge  of  second  election   63 

Climatic  changes  in  Kansas,  mentioned  by 
Speaker  J.  P.  Johnson   226 

■  Coal  mining  in  Kansas,  account  of,  given  by 
[     Alex.  Caldwell  

;  Coates,  Kersey,  at  Kansas  City .  May.  1856,  men- 
tion of,  by  Gov.  Reeder  .'...19,  2o,  22,  23,  2-'>,  26 

Coates,  JNlrs.  Ker.-ey,  mentione\l„  ..18,  21,  23 

;  Cobb,  Nelson,  mentioned  bv  Chief  Justice 

i      Horton  '  198.  199 

;  Cobb,  Ste[>hen  A.,  mentioned  by  Lieuten.^nt 
Governor  Riddle  .'.  220.  222 

j  Cochrane,  ,  mentioned  by  John  Brown  jr.  .  273 

Codding,  J.  S.,  mentioned  by  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor Rid^llo   224 

'  Cortey,  A.  M.,  candidate,  election  of  March  3i'. 

'     1855  72, 
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Coffey,  A.  ^^. — Continued : 

C'laims  his  election  as  member  of  the 

Council  

Couimlssioned  Major  General  

Cole,  Geort^e  H.,  coiuniissioned  >fajor  

Coleman,  Frauklin  M.,  commissioned  justice 

of  the  peace  

His  killing  of  Dow,  referred  to  by  Governor 

Shannon  

Mentioned  by  John  Speer  

Coleman,  Rosweil  C,  letter  of,  to  (Quarter- 
Centennial  Celebration    

Committee,  investigation  of  the  contested  elec- 
tion of  Keederaud  Whitfield,  mentioned...... 

Committee  of  Arrangements,  (Quarter-Centen- 
nial Celebration,  letters  received  by  

Comn\on  schools,  Kansas,  statistics  ot,  given  by 

Dr.  Cordley  '.  

Common  wealth,  newspaper,  Topeka,  mentioned 

by  John  Brown  jr  ;  

Conant,  — ,  at  Kansas   City,  in  May,  185G, 

spoken  of  by  Ciovernor  Reeder  

Conference,  First  M.  E.,  in  Kansas,  mentioned 

by  Dr.  McCabe  

Congdon,  Chas.  T.,  mentioned  by  D.W.  Wilder, 
Conger,  David,  atfidavit  of,  concerning  returns 

of  election  of  March  30,  18  >.i  

Congregational  Church,  first,  in  Kansas,  men-. 

tioned  by  Dr.  McCabe  

Congregational  Church, Topeka,  referred  toby 

Lieut.  Gov.  Rid.lle  

Congress,  Delegate  to.  declared  elected  49, 

Congressional  Investigating  Committee,  185G, 

mentioned  by  Geo.  C.  Braekett  

Gov.Reeder's referencesto,in  hisdiary....ll, 

Connell,  .lesse,  commissioned  ("aptain  

Connelley,  Thos.,  commissioned  Surveyor  of 

Douglas  county  

Conservative,  Leavenwortli  Daily,  mentioned 

by  D.  R.  Anthony  

Constitution,  amendments  to,  mentioned  by 

B.  F.  Simpson  

Constitution  Hall,  alluded  to,  by  Lieut.  Gov. 

Riddle  ,  

Constitution,  Leavenworth,  account  of,  by  T. 

D.  Thacher  5, 

Constitution,  Topeka,  account  of,  by  T.  D. 

Thacher  

Constitution  of  Kansas:  Address  of  Benjamin 
F.  Simpson,  at  '  >uarLer-Centennial  Celebra- 
tion   

Constitutionsof  Kansas, The  Rejected:  Address 
of  T.  D.  Thacher,  at  the  (iuarter-Ceuteunial 

Celebration  

Constitution,  Leconipton,  account  of,  by  T.  D. 

Thacher  

Contested  election  of  Delegate  to  Congress, 

Reeder  and  Whitfield  

Contested  elections,  rules  for,  prescribed  by 

Governor  Reeder  4:^,  GG, 

Converse,  J.  steamboat,  mentioned,  by  Gov- 
ernor Reeder  '.  , 

Mentioned  by  George  C.  Braekett  

Conway,  >rartin  F.,  mentioned  

At  Kansas  City,  in  May,  1<S->G  

Appointed  census  taker  

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher  *24G, 

Mentioned  by  John  Brown  jr  

Mentioned  by  John  Speer  

Candidate,  election  of  March  30,  lS.")->  74, 

Protest  of,  against  election  returns,  March 

30, 18-Vi  

"Cook,  Col.,"  spoken  of  by  Acting  (Governor 
Woodson,  as  a  cognomen  of  (ien.  James  \\.. 

L<\ne  1.''>S, 

Cook,  John  E.,  mentioned  by  ex-Ciovernor 

RoLiin-^on  '.  

Cooke,  General  Philip  St.  George,  letter  of, 
July  1,         to  acting  '.iovernor  Wood.son.... 
Requisition   upon,   by  Acting  Governor 
AN'oodson,  August  '2S,  l.^")G,  for  posse  to 

aid  in  execut ing  writs  

Refusal  of  to  obey  .Vet  iiii^  ( litvernnr  Wo(jd- 
son's  onlerto  iuvi  >t  Topeka,  and  disarm 
insurrectionists  and  aggressive  inviiilers, 
and  level  to  the  ground  all  breastworks, 
fort.s,  fortitications,  etc  


100 
242 

271 

11 

267 

229 

274 

23 

231 
214 

70 

231 

21S 

93 

31 
13 
135 

112 

218 

19G 

221 

249 

213 


193 


244 


136 


Coon  Point,  mentioned  by  S,  N.  Wo-xl  

"Coote  Guards,"  mentioned  

Copeland,  Ellas,  commissioned  jusiico  of  the 
peace  

Copple,  Philip,  commissioned  Lieutenant.,  

Cora,  H.  B.,  judge  of  second  election  6}, 

Cordley,  Rev.  Dr.  Richard,  address  i>f,  at  (.Quar- 
ter-Centennial Celebration  

Cor  lew,  James,  commissioned  constable  

Corrals  of  wagon  trains,  mentioned  by  Alex. 
Caldwell  

Corwin,  Governor  Thomas,  mentioned  

Council  Districts  established  by  Gov.  Reeder... 

Council  Grove  Mission,  elections  at  41.  63, 

County  officers  commissioned  in  and  l>->o, 
under  the  laws  of  the  first  Territorial  Leg- 
islature : 

Allen  county  ;  93, 

Anderson  county  93,  111, 

Araphoe  countv  ■ 

Atchison  county  92,  95,  lin,  131, 

Bourbon  county  93,  95, 

Calhoun  county  [Jackson]  93,  97, 

Davis  county  

Doniphan  countv  92,  96,  9>, 

Douglas  county..".  93,96,97,  ill,  112, 11=^, 

Franklin  county  93, 

Jefferson  county  92, 113, 

Johnson  county  93,  9^5. 

Leavenworth  county  93,  9^, 

Linn  county  113, 

Lykins  county  [Miami]  93, 

Madison  countv  9". 

Jfarshall  county  93,  96^122, 

Nemaha  county  93,  '>>, 

Riley  county  93,  97.  113, 

Shawnee  county  93.  91,  97. 

Courts,  Territorial,"  terms  of,  tirst  established 

by  Governor  Reeder  .'  ••.  

Governor  Reeder's  account  of  proceedincs 
of  

Cowden,  D.  W^.,  commissioned  County  Commis- 
sioner   

Cox,  Henry,  commissioned  as  justice  of  the 
peace  

Cox,  Horatio,  judge  of  second  election,  March 
30,  1855  

Cozim,  Gant,  commissioned  Surveyor,  Jeffer- 
son county....  

Cramer,  S.  J., "commissioned  County  Commis- 
sioner   

Cramer,  S.  J.,  not  in  county  

Cramer,  Thomas  J.  B.,  judge  of  second  elec- 
tion. March  30,  18-5.5  

Commissio^ied  Territorial  Treas-irer  

Commissioned  Inspector  General  

Crane,  C,  H.,  votes  for,  election  of  March  30, 
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112 

91 
141 

9S 
117 
115 
117 
130 
130 
116 
111 
111 
119 

9t 
110 
141 
114 
131 
110 

57 

13 

93 

113 
71 

116 
93 
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Crane,  R.  M.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov.  Rid- 
dle  

Crane,  Samuel,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  

Crane's  Hotel,  at  Franklin,  burninu; of.  referred 

to  by  Acting  (iovernor  Woodson   

Cranmer,  Jonathan  J.,  appointed  judge  of  first 

election,  Novenil)er  29,  185-1  

Commissioned  justice  of  the  peace  

Crawford.  ex-Gov.  Samuel  J.,  letter  of,  to  •  luar- 

ter-f "eiitennial  (Celebration  

Crawford  countv  coal  mines,  mentioned  by 

Alex.  Caldwell  '.  ; -• 

Crichton,  J.  H.,  mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Rid- 

Crockett,  .lackson,  com-mi^-^ioned  cn-tal-le  

Crockett,  Peter,  cnnuni-^sioned  Coroner  

Comntissioned  justice  of  the  peace  

Cronklitt.  ,  mentioned  

Crops  of  Kansas,  statistics  of,  given  by  'ior. 

Martin.....  

Crosl)V,  Fl.  H.,  mentioned  by  T.  D.  Tlnu  iier  

Crn>*b.v,  William,  mentioneci  bv  T.  D.  Th;icher, 
Crowder,  Thomas   .M.,  comnii-^sioned  notary 

fxiblic  

Croysdule,  D.  L.,  rueutioned  

Candidate,  election  of  March  3i»,  -1^5'.  

Crozier,  Robert,  mentioned  by  Chuf  .hi^tico 

Horton  
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Cuddv,  William,  commissioned  County  Com- 
missioner  93 

Re<i!xoation  of   97 

Cummings,,T.  F.,  mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher,  249 

Cuminings,  P.  D.,  conmus.-ioned  sheriff.   93 

Cunlmin;^'^<,  Robert  A.,  judj^e  of  secoud  election, 

March  :5it,  iSoo   69 

Cunnin,;ham,  Alfred, commissioned  constable...  44 

Resiirnation  of   OS 

Currier,  Cyrus  F.,  mentioned  by  Gov.  Denver,  171 
Cutler,  (  Je'orpeA-,  mentioned  byT.  D.  Thacher,  243 

Candidate,  election  of  March  30,  18.").5   76 

Cyclopedia  of  Political  vScieiice,  quoted  by  e.'^- 
Governor  Robinson   178,  179 


D. 

Daxa,  Chas.  a.,  mentioned  by  D.  W.  Wilder...  214 
Danford,  A.,  mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Riddle,  221 
Daniel,  Peter  V.,  Associate  .Justice  of  the  iSu- 

preme  Court  of  the  U.  S.,  mentioned   34 

Dartran,  J.  W.,  commis.^ioned  Major   l;?.5 

Darlins,  C.  W.,  letter  of,  to  Quarter-Centennisfl 

Celebration   269 

Darnall,  James  T.,  commissioned  constable   95 

Declination  of   99 

Davis,  ,  Kansas  Citv,  mentioned  by  Gov. 

Reeder   26 

Davis,  Isaac,  candidate,  election  of  March  30, 

l&ryo   70 

Davis,  Jetferson,  mentioned  in  Gov.  Reeder's 

biography   8 

Mentioned  by  Gov.  Robinson  177,  179 

Davis,  .1.  B.,  jud'^e  of  second  election,  March 

30,18.50   69 

Davis,  Werter  R.,  letter  of,  to  the  Quarter- 
Centennial  Celebration   268 

Davis  county  oriicers,  in  1855-56   116 

Davidson,  Joseph,  mentioned   37 

Davidson,  Wesley  S.,  John  A.  Davidson  and 
Samuel  Burgtjss,  complaint  of  assault  and 

battery  made  aLrainst,  before  Gov.  Reeder   37 

Dawson,"  John  L.,' mentioned   89 

Day,  .1.  Harvey,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace:  '   43 

Resignation   54 

Dayton,  city  of,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Ilolliday..  206 
Dean.  Charles,  jud;_'e  of  second  election,  1S55....  03 
Deiizler,  <ieo.  W.,  mentioned  by  Gov.  Denver,  171 

Mentioned  bv  T.  !>.  Thacher   255 

Mentioned  by  S.  N.  Wood   23S 

Mentioned  by  .John  Speer   242 

Delahav,  Mark  W.,  mentioned  bv  Chief  Justice 

'     Ilorton  .'   202 

Mentioned  by  D.  W.  Wilder   214 

Mentioned  by  John  Speer   243 

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher   248 

Delaware  city  .mentioned  byC.  K.  Holliday..206,  207 
Action  of  Pro-Slavery  grand  jury  at,  men- 
tioned by  Governor  Reeder  in  his  diary,  13 

"Delaware  Company,"  mentioned   45 

Delaware  Cro^sin?,  election  frauds  at,  men- 
tioned by  T.  l>.  Thacher   255 

Democrat,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  mentioned  by  D.  W. 

Wilder   215 

Democratic  party,  its  fatal  policy  on  the  Le- 
conipton  Constitution,  referred  to  bv  Gov. 

Stanton  '   162 

Denver.  Gov.  James  W.,  mention  of,  by  Gov- 
ernor Stanton   157 

Mentioned  by  T.  1).  Thacher   250 

Address  delivered  by,  at  the  Old  Settlers' 
Meetin-:,    Bismarck    Grove,  Lawrence, 

Septeujl.er      iss4  :   167 

His  address  ordered  to  Vne  published   140 

Commi-ssioned  Governor  of  Kansas  Terri- 
tory, -May  12.  is5s   167 

A.ssumes  othce  as  Secretary  and  Acting 
Govt;rnor  of  the  Territory^  December  21, 

1857   167 

His  account  of  proceedings  of  Kansas Ter- 

ritori:d  Lei-i^lature,  l>.",s   168 

His  ar'<-nunt '.f  tli''  Minneula  capital   16',) 

His  u^eiilioii  uf  a  Tt-rritniial  loiiiiia  bill...  It'i'J 
Account  given  by  biiuof  the  Leavenworth 
Constitutional  Convention  law   170 


Denver,  Gov.  James  W. — Continued: 

His  position  on  the  Lecompton  Constitu- 
tion 170,  171 

Trip  to  southern  part  of  the  Territory  with 
Governor  Robinson  and  Judge  Wright...  172 

His  visit  to  Fort  Scott   172 

Visit  to  Col.  James  Montgomery's  place   172 

Resignation,  October  10,1858  -•.  167 

Circumstances  of  his  resignation   168 

Fianquet  given  iiim  at  Leavenworth  on  his 

departure  from  the  Territory   171 

His  services  in  Kansas  during  the  war  of 

the  Rebellion   173 

His  advice  to  President  Buchanan  in  regard 
to  the  liecompton  Constitution,  men- 
tioned by  Governor  Stanton   159 

Secretary  Cass's  instructions  to,  relative  to 
the  elections  under  the  Lecompton  Con- 
stitution  157 

De  Tocqiieville,  mentioned  by  John  Speer   243 

De  Treville,  Robert,  commissioned  Captain   117 

Devlin,  Pat,  mentioned  by  troveruor  l*enver...  172 
Diary  of  Gov.  A.  H.  Reeder,  kept  during  bis 
escape  from  Kansas  in  disguise, in  May,  1856,  13 

Dickey,  r*L  C,  mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher   249 

Districts,  Legislative,  established  by  Gov.  A. 

H.  Reeder   6S 

Districts,  for  elections,  and  for  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  constables,  established  bv  Gov. 

A.  H.  Reeder  '.   37 

Dixon,  James,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace   07 

Dixon,  Thomas,  commissioned  constable   97 

Dodge  City,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  HoUiday   209 

I)otUeuiye'r,  Daniel,  commissioned  justice  of 

the  pe'ace   Ill 

Doleman,  Cyrus,  commissioned  County  Clerk.,  do 
Donaldson,  William  F.,  commissioned  Adju- 
tant  lU 

Doualson,  Chauncey  B.,  qualifies  as  Deputy 

Marshal   47 

Ap])ointed  census  taker   55 

Judge  of  second  election,  ^Ll^ch  30,  1855...  64 
Donalson,  Israel  B.,  commissioned  U.  S.  Mar- 
shal of  Kansas  Territory   3o 

Reports  to  Acting  Governor  Woodson,  Sep- 
tember 1,  1856,  that  the  ordinary  course 
of  jiulicial  proceedings  were  inadequate 
to  sui)press  the  existing  rebellion  and 

insurrection   13-5 

Donalson,  Jcihn,  commissioned  Captain   114 

C"andidate,  election  of  March  oO,  18.55   74 

Commissioned  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  94 
Doniphan,  James,  commissioned  Probate  Jud  j:e  93 
Doniphan,  town  of,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Ilolli- 
day  .'.  206,  207 

Settlement  of,  by  Pro-Slavery  men,  men- 
tioned by  S.  N.  Wood   235 

Doniphan  precinct,  second  election,  March  30, 

1855   64 

Donifdian,  otlicers  of  the  county  in  the  vears 

1855-1856  92,  96,  98,  117 

"Doniphan  Tigers,"  mentioned   117 

Douglas,  Stephen  A.,  mentioned  by  John  Speor,  243 
Mentioned  in  Governor  Reeder's  biogra- 
phy .■   7 

Mentioned  by  Governor  Stanton   159 

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher  247,  25-5 

Douglass,  I'red,  mentioned  by  D.  W  Wilder...  217 

Douglas  City,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Holliday   205 

Election  at,  mentioned   41 

Douglas  county,  otlicers  in  lS55-5t)  93,  9'',  97 

111,112,115,130 
Dow,  Charles  W.,  arrest  of,  mentioned  by  John 

Si)eer   242 

Dow,  II.  P.,  ii}entioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Riddle..  223 
Iitjwning,  J.  IL,  mentu^ned  by  D.  W.  Wilder...  216 

r)oy,  Dr.' .John,  montiom'd  by  S.  N.  \\'oi  d   2:i6 

Dueriuck,  Rev.  .1.  1?.,  judge  of  second  election..  6-3 
Duncan,  M.  L.,  commissioned  County  Com- 
missioner, Marbhali  county   122 

Dunn,  It.  ('.,  comtuissioned  Captain   13-5 

Dunning,  A.,  C(uumis;*ioned  County  Commis- 
sioner  92 

I>unuing,  Alexander  IL,  commissioned  Cap- 
tain  117 
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Dunuin;4,  Alexander  11.,  judge  of  second  elec- 
tion, March  no,   77 

Dunning,  I'aris.  judge  of  second  election, 

March  oO,  ls-)5  :   di 

Dunwoi)d\r,  John,  couunissioned  justice  of  the 

peace...."   129 

I)yer,  (ieorge,  commissioned  SlieritT.   92 

Dyer,  (t.  m'.,  apj..diited  judge  of  tlie  first  elec- 
tion, Noveniljer       1>')4   41 

Dyer,  j^amuel  D.,  coLumissioned  as  justice  o£ 

the  peace  48,  50 

Api)ointed  judge  of  first  election,  Nov.  29, 

18 -.4  :   41 

Election  at  house  of.   G3 

Dyer,  William,  mentioned....   74 

(-"onunissioned  as  constable  48,  50 

Dver,  William  C,  judge  of  second  election, 

"March  :>0,  lS5o   75 

Dyer,  W.  V.,  commissioned  Treasurer  of  Jef- 
ferson county   113 


E. 

Eart,,  Gkorge,  mention  of,  by  Gov.  Reeder,  in 
his  diary   17 

Eastin,  Lucien  J.,  candidate,  election  of  March 

30,  1S.">  78,  SI 

Commi.'Jsioucd  Bri^radier  (General   92 

Eaton,  Isaac  E.,  mentioned   88 

Edinboro, steamboat, (.'aptain  Abeel, mention  of 
by  (iov.  lleeder   23 

Elder,  I'eter  P.,  mentioned  bv  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor Riddle  '.  219,  221,  222 

Eldridge,  ("ol.  S.  \V.,  at  Kansas  City,  in  May, 
18.^6,  <  iov.  Reeder's  ntontion  of  1",  21,  24 

Eldridge,  Edward,  mention  of  by  Gov.  Ffee<ler, 

23,  24,  26 

Eldridge,  ^^on^oe,at  Kansas  Citv,  in  May,  18o6, 

mention  of  by  Gov.  Rt-eder....'  .'.  20,  23 

Eldriilge,  Mrs.  Monroe,  mention  of  bv  Gov. 

R<'..-der  in  his  diary  "..18,  21,  22 

Eldrid-e  House,  Lawrence,  mentioned  bv  B.  F. 

Simpson  "   193 

Election  proclamation,  first  issued  in  Kansas 

Territory   40 

Election,  first  Territorial,  November  29,  18.54, 

instructions  to  judges  of   42 

First  Territorial  returns   48 

Second,  March  30,  l.'^oo,  (iovernor  Reeder's 

instructions  to  judges  of   &4 

For  members  of  the  first  Territorial  Legis- 
lature, (iov.  Reeder's  proclamation  for...  59 
Of  first  Territorial    l-eKisiature,  voting 

places  for  a])pointed  by  (;(.vernor  Reeder,  G2 
Returns  of  March  3o,  isrc-,,  canvass  of,  and 
statement  of  number  of  votes  received 

by  each  candidate  :   63 

Of  March  30,  ISoo,  protest  against  returns 

of.   70 

Of  March  3i),  i.s.>=i,  Governor  Reeder's  de- 
cision on  the  returns   79 

Election  of  .\[ay  22, 1'^.'o,  to  fill  vacancies  in  the 
l/t'gislature.  Governor  Fleeder's  proclamation 

for   82 

Of  >L'iy  22,  1S.5."),  (iovernor  Reeder's  in- 
structions to  judges  of   83 

Of  May  22,  is.V),  qualitications  of  voters....  84 
I'or  Iieletrate  to  (. ongress,  Octol>er  1,  18o5, 

canvass  of  returns   98 

First  and  second  Territorial,  mentioned 

by  J<din  h^peer   240 

Territorial,  March,  l.s.>5,  mentioned  bv  P.  P. 

Wile  X  ;.   275 

Of  March  30^  is.i.i,  mentioned  bv  T.  D. 

Tliaclier  ".   245 

TcrriK.rial,  March,  1^,7,  mentioned  by  T.  D, 

Tbacher   252 

I  nd(/r  the    Leavenworth  Constitution, 

nicntion^d  liy  T.  D.  Thacher   250 

Eiectioiix.  (lualifications,  of  voters  at,  pre- 
scribed l>y  (  Wivernor  Reeder   65 

Karlv  TiTritnriai,  Pro-Slavery  frauds  corn- 
niiiied  at,  alluded  to  bv  ( iovernor  Stan- 
Ion  "   152 


Election-s — Continued: 

Of  December  21,  1857,  and  January  4,  1858, 
instructions  given  by  Secretary  (.'ass  in 

relation  to    

On  the  Lecompton  Constitution,  (iovernor 

Stanton's  account  of   

Under  the  Lecompton  Constitution,  men- 
tioned by  T.  I>.  Thacher  

Election  districts  in  the  Territory,  established 

by  (iovernor  Reeder  

Change  of  boundaries  of  

Eighteenth  established  

Election  of  first  Territorial  Legishiture  ... 
Elliott,  Archibald,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  

Elliott,  fL  B.,  commissioned  County  Commis- 
sioner  

Elliott,  R.  G.,  mentioned.   

Elliott,  William,  commissioned  Lieutenant  

Elliot,   W.  H.,  commissioned  Lieutenant  of 

Kickapoo '  Rangers  

Ellison,  Larkin,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  

Ellison,  Paris,  mentioned  

Judge  of  second  election  fi2, 

Elmore,  Hon.  Rush,  commissioned  Associate 
Justice  of  Supreme  Court  of  Kansas  Terri- 
tory  

Assigned  to  the  Second  Judicial  District  

Governor  Reeder's  mention  of  in  his  diary ; 

also  of  Mrs.  Elmore  

i        His  mission  to  \^'ashington,  in  1857,  ac- 

j  count  of  by  (;;overnor  iJenver  

His  mission  to  Wisshington,  in  is.',;,  men- 

I  tioned  by  Coverm^r  Stanton  

j  Ehvnod,  town, mentioned  by  C.K.  tlolliday, 2'''.". 
I  Emery,  James  S.,   mentioned  by  Governor 

j      Itceder  in  his  diary  

i        (romniissloned  first  justice  of  the  peace  in 

!     Kansas  Territory  

I        Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher  

I  Emigrant  Aid  (Company,  New  England,  al- 
luded to  by  e.K-Gov.  Robinson  T  

I  Emigrant  Aid  parties,  mentioned  bv  S.  X. 

!     Wood  ;  ■  

I  Emigration,  Free-State,  mentioned  bv  T.  l.*. 

I     Thacher  '  

!  Emigration,  Southern,  in  1856,  character  of, 

;     mentioned  by  Gov.  IJeeder  

!  Emmert,  Daviil  B.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov. 

i  Riddle  

I  Emporia,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Holliday  

j  Enii)oria  State  Normal"  School,  referred  to  by 

I     Dr.  (  ordley  

]  P^nglish  Bill,  action. under,  relative  to  the  Lt?- 
j     couipton   Constitution,   stated    by   T.  D. 

j  Thaclier  

English  P>ill, election  under,on  the  Lecompton 

I     Constitution,  mentioned  by  (jOv.  Stanton  

j  Eperson,  Ambrose  B.,  commissioned  (  lerk. 

j      Franklin  county  

i  Episcopal  Church,  first  in  Kansas,  mentioned 

I      by  Dr.  McCabe  

I  Escape  of  Gov.  Reeder  from  Kansas,  in  dis- 

I     guise,  in  May,  185G  

I  Eskridge,  Chas.  V.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov. 

Riddle  '.  221, 

'  EssL'X,city  of,  mentioned  by  (".  K.  Holliday  

Eubank?,  William  B.,  commissioned  Captain... 

I  Evans,  John,  commi>si')ned  constable  -- 

\  Evans,  .1.  (!.,  commissioned  justice  of  the  peaci'. 
;  Evans,  Ludwell,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

j  peace  

I  Everest,  Aaron  S.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov. 

I      Riddle  .'  

j  Ewing,  Thomas,  jr.,  mentioned  by  Thomas  P. 

!  I'enlon  

I        Mentioned  by  C  hief  Justice  Horton  l'.^-^, 

I  200,202, 

'  Ewing,  William,  comfiiissioncil  Lieutenant  

:  Executive  minutes  of  (iovernor  A.  H.  Ree>ler's 

'  oihce  

F3xecutive  minutes  of  Acting  (iovernor  Wood- 
son, referred  to  T  

i  Executive  minutes  of  (jov.  Shannon's  ofiice  


69 
129 

111 

110 
41 
70 
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40 
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221 

209 
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F. 

Faix,  Wii-liam  p.,  couimissioned  Assessor 

Douglas  county   130 

Acts  of,  as  Deputy  United  states  Marshal, 
meotioned  by  Governor  Reeder  in  his 

diary     15 

Deputy  United  States  Marshal,  referred  to 
by  Acting::  Governor  Woodson   128 

Farley,".!.,  commissioned  County  Cleric   95 

Farm  implements,  mauufactury  of,  mentioned 
by  Ales.  Cold  we  11   265 

Farm  products  of  Kansas,  statistics  of,  given 
by  \\  illiam  Sims   258 

Fasten,  W.  C,  commissioned  justice  of  the 
peace   98 

Fenlon,  Thomas,  P.,  letter  of,  to  Quarter-Cen- 
tennial Celebration   270 

Ferguson,  William  S.,  commissioned  Lieuten- 
ant  117 

Judge  of  second  election,  March  oO,  1855...  73 

Ferryboat,  Lizzie,  at  Kansas  City,  mentioned 
by  Governor  Reeder   21 

Few,  Samuel  F.,  oriicial  oath  of..   82 

Fielding,  Vitus,  commissioned  justice  of  the 
peace   130 

Finch,  L.  E.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Crovernor 
Riddle  .'.   223 

Finley,  Wm.  H.,  judge  of  second  election   63 

Finney,  D.  W.,  mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Rid- 
dle 223,  224 

Fish,  Paschal,  Governor  Reeder's  concealment 
at  house  of,  on  his  way  to  Kansas  City,  as 
mentioned  in  his  diary   17 

Fish,  Daniel,  judge  of  second  election,  March 
30,  1-55   64 

Fishback,  W.  II,  M.,  mentioned   by   F.  P. 

Baker  11,  12,  13 

Mentioned  by  Lieut.  Governor  Riddle   221 

Fisher,  Adam,  appointed  judge  of  third  elec- 
tion, Mav  22,  1>55   83 

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher   249 

Fitch,  E.  P.,  mentioned  by  Dr.  Cordley   227 

Flashman,  Perry,  commissioned  Assessor  of 
Calhoun  county   117 

Fleming,  D.  G.,  commissioned  Captain   135 

Fleming,  Skilman,  commissioned  Colonel   92 

Flenn,  William,  commissioned  justice  of  the 
peace   110 

Flenniken,  R.  P.,  vote  cast  for,  as  Delegate  to 
Congress,  tirsl  Territorial  election   48 

Fleshman,  Perry,  commissioned  justice  of  the 
peace  '.   99 

Flour  mills  of  Kansas,  mentioned  by  Alex. 
Caldwell   263 

Floyd,  S.  K,  mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher   248 

Fogg,  G.  G.,  clerk  of  investigating  committee, 

mentioned  bv  George  <".  Israckett   32 

Meiitioned'by  Gov.  Reeder   28 

Ford,  William  C.',  commissioned  Commissioner 
of  Deeds   116 

Forman,  ,  resignation  of,  (Pub.  Ad.  Don. 

county)   110 

Forman,  James  F.,  commissioned  County  Sur- 
veyor  96 

Forman,  John  B.,  commissioned  Sherifl".   93 

Forman,  J.  W.,  ami  JauifS,  election  at  store  of,  94 

Forman,  ,Iohn  W.,  aiip<j[nted  judge  of  first 

election,  Nov.  2'.t,  1S54   42 

Candidate,  elec  tion  of  March       US55  76,  81 

Forney,  Hon.  John  W.,  recninmends  Governor 
Reetler's  appointiueur  as  Governor  of  Kansas 
Territory   6 

Forsyth,  Samuel  K.,  letter  of,  to  the  (>uarter- 
Ceiitenuial  (.'elebrat ion   268 

Fort  Leavenwortli,  mentioned  in  Governor 
Ree'ler's  biography   6 

Fort  Riley,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Ifolliday   205 

MenliouiMl  in  Gov.  Ueeder'.s  biography   6 

Fort  Sc"tt,  fifciions  at  ..'...41.  53 

Mentioned  by  C.  K.  Holliday   209 

Incident  at,  iiioiitioned  by  (iov.  Denver   172 

Forts  SuuiidiTs,  Tiiiis.  Hickory  I'oint,  i'Vank- 
lin,  Leeoiiiptnu.  laentioried  by  .lohii  Speer...  242 

Fortuu",  Thomas  L.,  coujmi.>sioned  justice  of 
the  peace   94 

Foster,  Charles  A.,nientione'l  by  John  Brown  jr  272 


j  Foster,  Chas.  A.,  mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher...  24t> 
1  Foster,  C.  G.,  mentioned  by  Lieut,  (jov.  Riddle,  221 
i  Foster,  Dr.  Harvey,  judge  of  second  eleetiua...  6;> 
!  Foster,  F.  R.,  affidavit  of,  concerning  returns 

'     of  election  of  March  30,  1S55   72 

j  Fowler,  E.  B.,  meniioned  by  Chief  Justice  Hor- 

}     ton   19^ 

I  Fowler,    Philip  P.,  candidate,   election  of 

March  30,  1855   69 

Candidate,  election  of  May  22,  IS=.5   86- 

'  Fox,  James  P.,  candidate,  election  of  March  30, 

!     1855   72 

;        Commissioned  Treasurer  of  Linn  county..  113 

Commissioned  Major   128 

i  Fox,  Wilson,  commissioned  constable.,   96 

!  France,  Matt.,  judge  of  second  election,  March 

i      30,1855  f;4,  •  78- 

Appointed  judge  of  third  election,  May  22, 

i  1855   8S 

'        Executive  warrant  for  the  arrest  of   S5 

I  France,  S.,  candidate,  election  of  March  30, 1S55,  79 
'  Francis,  Andrew  J., commissioned  notarv  pub- 

!     lie  :   131 

;  Francis,  John,  of  Olathe,  mentioned  bv  Lieut. 

I     Gov.  Riddle  .'   22i 

!  Franklin,  town  of,  Governor  Shannon  requests 

!     troops  to  be  stationed  at   119 

;  Governor  Shannon  reports  to  Colonel  Sum- 
i  ner  an  attack  on  the  night  of  June  3, 

!  1856   121 

'        Capture  of,  by  Free-State  forces,  mentioned 

by  Acting  Governor  Woodson  138,  145 

Franklin  county  otiicers  in  1855  and  1856   93 

'  Fraser,  James,  commissioned  as  justice  of  the 
peace   53 

Frazier,  James  H.,  appoiiited  judge  of  first 
election,  November  29,  1854   42 

Frederick,  A.  J.,  commissioned  Captain   IIS- 

Free  Democrat,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  alluded  to  bv 

I     D.  W.  Wilder  :.  214 

i  Free  State,  newspaper,  Lawrence,  mentioned 

by  John  Speer   242 

j  Free-State  Hotel,  at  Lawrence,  mentioned  bv- 

S.  N.Wood  :.  23S 

;  Free-State  invasion  of  the  Territory,  ihreat- 
1     ened,  from  the  North,  referred  to  by  Govern- 

'     ors  Shannon  and  Woodson  125,  12o 

;  Free-State  Legislature,  proclamation  of  Acting 
1     Governor  Woodson,  July  4,  1856,  forbidding 

•     the  assembling  of   123 

;  Free-State  policy  in  >fay,  185G,  as  explained 

!     by  Governor  Reeder   14 

I  Free-State  party,  policy  of,  mentioned  in  biog- 
raphy of  Governor  Shannon   89 

I        Position  of,  as  given  by  Governor  Stanton,  147 

Free-State  policy,  remarks  on,  by  Governor 

!     Stanton   163 

;  Free-vState  f'onvention,  at  Topeka,  June  9, 1857, 
,     division  in  opinion  at,  mentioned  by  Gov- 

;     ernor  Stanton  .'  '   164 

!  Free-State  i\u:n,  information  given  by  them  to 
'     Governors  NVaiker  and  Stanton,  in  respect  to 

Pro-Slavery  policy   152 

!  Freel,  John  W.,  judge  of  second  election   63 

I  Freehuld,  J.,  candidate,  election  of  March  30, 

i      1855   7S 

!  Freighting  across  the  Plains  with  wagons,  sta- 

;     tistics  of,  by  Alex.  Caldwell   260 

;  Fremont,. lohn  C, Presidential  candidate,  men- 

:      tioned   12 

I  French  churches  in  Kansas,  referred  to  bv-  Dr. 

j     McCabe  :   232 

!  Friends  church,  first  in  Kansas,  mentioned  bv 

I      Dr  MeCabe  '.  231 

I  Indian  mission,  mentioned  by  Dr.  .McCabe,  230 
i  Fuller,  Dr.  Alonzo,  mentioned  by  S.  N.  Wood...  236 

I  Fuller,  Perry,  judge  of  second  el(;ction   62 

i        Prott'st  of,   against  election   returns  of 

i  March  30,  is.V,   70 

Fulton,  Raicigii  J.,  C(/mmissione(l  Slieriti"  of 
Calhoun  county   117 

Fulton,  l!o!la  J.,  conuuissioned  constable   9'3 

I'uii^lon,  E.  H.,  mentioneil  bv  Lieut,  (ioveriior 

Kiddie  :  22;,  224 

I  FiKjua,  R.,  commissioned  justice  ol'  tlie  praee,  129 

Furniture,  manufactories  mentioned  bv  Alex. 
I     Caldwell  '.   263 
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Garden' City, mentioned  by  C.  K.  Hollirlay-....  209  | 

Gardner,  William  M.,  jadse  of  second  election,  | 
March  3i>,  IS".   78  | 

Garrett,  Charles,  mentioned   69  j 

Garrett,  C^haries  I-".,  mentioned  by  John  Speer,  243  . 

Garrett,  ^[ar^>ha!l  A.,  jud^e  of  second  election,  i 
March  30,  1S55  63,  75 

Garrett,  Russell,  candidate,  election  of,  March  I 
30,  1885   74  ! 

Garrett,  Westley,  commissioned  Treasurer  of  i 
Douglas  county   Ill  I 

Garrison,  Wm.  Llovd,  mentioned   48  | 

J\[entioued.hy  "d.  R.  Anthony   217 

Mentioned  by  John  Speer   240 

Garrott,  A.  A.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 
peace  ,   97 

Garvey,  E.  C.  K.,  mentioned  by  John  Brown  jr.,  272 

Gates,  Greenberry  P>.,  counnissioned  constablej  95 

Geary,  Gov.  John  \V.,  arrival  of,  in  the  Terri- 
tory, referred  to  by  Secretary  Woodson  

Mentioned  hv  John  Speer  

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher  248,  251, 

German  Churches  in  Kansas,  mentioned  bv 
Dr.  McCabe  '. 

Gibson,  A.  D.,  judge  of  second  electio-n  63, 

Giddings,  Joshua  R.,  mentioned  by  D.  W.  Wil- 
der  

Mentioned  by  John  Speer  

Gill,  Geo.  B.,  letter  of,  to  the  Quarter-Centen- 
nial Celebration  

Gillaspie,  William,  commissioned  justice  of  the 
peace  

Gillett,  Almeriu,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov.  Rid- 
dle :  

Gilmore,  iUlford,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  

Gilpatrick,  James,  judge  of  third  electiott,  Mav 

22,  1855  :. 

Gilrcath,  TuUey,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  

Givens,  James  M.,  commissioned  County  Com- 
missioner ,  

Givens,  William,  appointed  judge  of  first  elec-  | 

tion,  Nov.  29,  1854   41  I 

Glenn,  Samuel  C,  commissioned  justice  of  the  I 

peace   141  | 

Glenn,  William   A.,  commissioned  Assessor  j 

Marshall  county   122  : 

Glenn,  William  N.,  commissioned  Sheriff  Mar-  | 

shall  county   141  | 

Glick,  Gov.  Geo.W.,  mentioned  bv  Chief  Justice  j 

Horton   199  j 

Globe,  Congressional,  quoted  by  D.  W.  Wilder...  214  j 
Gloves,  P.  T.,  com  iais'<i<iiie<l  justice  of  the  peace,  113  ; 

Godfrey,  Wm.  J.,  C'lmmissioned  Slieriff.   93  | 

Judge  of  second  election  63,    74  ; 

Appointed  judge  of  first  election,  Nov.  29,  i 

1854  :   4! 

Godvriu,  Parke,  mentioned  by  D.  W. Wilder   214 

Goldin,  R.,  resignation  of   1.30 

Golding,  Richard,  commissioned  Sheriff.   93 

Goode,  Rev.W.  H.,  mentioned  by  Dr.  McCahe..  231 
Goodin,  Joel  K.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  4S,  49 

Candidate,  election  of  March  30,  1855   69 

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher  246,  249 

Goodin,  John  H.,  iiientioned  by  Chief  Justice 

Horton  '   200 

Gooding,  Joseph,  ci^mmissioned  constable   67 

Goody n,  Joseph,  commissioned  fJeutenant   117 

Goss,  G.  W.,  mentioned  tjv     X.  Wood   236 

Governor's  oihce,  established  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, October  7,  IS/.j   36 

Established  at  Shawnee  Mission,  November 

25,  85+   44 

Established  at  Pawnee,  .luly  2,  1S55   86 

Again  estaMi,-hed   at   Shawnee  Mission, 

.hily  12,  1>">5   86 

Governor  Iteeder's  mention  of  the  itulictment 

of,  Free-'<tate  ( ioi>-riimpnt  in  1S.56   13 

Go\ernor  Wood-.in  iind  <."()i.  Philip  St.  George 
C'x.ke,  torreNpoiidi  iier  rehiring  to  r«>mov;il 
of  bands  of  armed  men,  intrrcepting  roads 
to  Leavenworth  and  Westport   141 


Governors  of  Northern  States,  proposition  to 
solicit  aid  from,  for  the  people  of  Kansa*. 
mentioned  by  Governor  Reeder  ;  

Graham,  11.  St'  Clair,  mentioned  by  Chief  Jus- 
tice Horton   -ji-) 

Grand  Jury,  Pro-Slavery,  1856,  policy  of,  stattnl 
by  Gov.  Reeder  ".  '   I'l 

Grant,  Robert,  commissioned  constable   116 

Gray,  Alexander  S.,  commissioned  Commis- 
sioner of  Deeds..   112 

Gray,  Barzillai,  mentioned  by  Chief  Justice 
Horton  '.   2>"i<) 

Gray,  David,  commissioned  Lieutenant   r.:7 

Gray,  .fames,  oath  of,  as  constable   .>> 

Great  American  Desert,  allusion  to  by  Alex. 
Caldwell  '   2-59 

Great  Bend,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Holliday   2'>J 

Greeley,  Horace,  mentioned  by  John  Speer   240 

Mentioned  by  D.  W.  Wilder  214,  215,  217 

Quoted  by  B.'F.  Simpson   197 

Green,  Lewis  F.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  (Jov.  Rid- 
dle ".   221 

Green,  C^ov.N.,  mentioned  by  Lieut. Gov. Ridille,  221 

Greene,  Albert  R.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov. 
Riddle  :   224 

Greene,  Henry  M.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov. 
Riddle  :   225 

Greer,  John  P.,  mentioned  by  Werter  R.Davis,  2'--> 

Greever,  Charles  M.,  commissioned  County 
Assessor,  Marshall  county  .'.  122 

Grey,  David  S.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 
peace   i.3<> 

Grierson,  Wm.  H.,  commissioned  Lieutenant...  I'Siy 

Gritiin,  Albert,  member  of  Quarter-Centennial 
Committee   175 

Grow,  Galusha  A.,  mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher,  247 
Mentioned  by  B.  F.  Simpson   Vi'-> 

Grover,  Charles  H.,  commissioned  U.  S.  District 
Att<>rney   5.3. 

Grover,  D.  A.  N.,  commissioned  Lieutenant  of 

Kicka[>oo  Rangers   Ill 

Candidate,  election  of  March  30,  1^35  78,  81 

Grover,  Jod,  commissioned  first  constable  in 

Kansas  Territory   4'"» 

Resignation  of   51 

Judge  of  third  election.  May  22,  l^-'''5   S'2 

Gunn,  Otis  B.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov.  Rid- 
dle  :   2-20 

Guthrti-y,  D.,  commissioned  justice  of  ihe  j)et;ce,  ';'S 

Guthrie,  W.  W.,  mentioned  by  Lt.  (,>ov.  Kiddle,  223 

Gypsum  deposits  in  Kansas,  mentioned  by 
Alex.  Caldwell   2i>> 


H.  . 

IlACKETT,REur>K>',  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  32,  13^) 

Haeknev,  W.  P.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov. 

Riddle  .'   •224 

Haddicks,  Joseph,  commissioned  constable   116 

Halderman,    John  A.,  appointed  Governor 

Reeder's  executive  clerk  44,  ''^^ 

Commissioned  Probate  Judge   'j-> 

Commissioned  Lieutenant  <  olonel   '.'7 

Mentioned  by  Lieut,  (iov.  Ri.Mle   22  *. 

Hale,  .lohn  P.,  mentioned  by  D.  W.  Wilder   217 

Pfall,  Barnett,  commissioned  constable   04 

Hall,  J.  M.,  commissioned  Co.  Co!nmi--ioni=T...  V-'. 

Hailiday,  John,  commissioned  constal)!e...   L'S 

Hallowell,  J.  R.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut,  (iov.  Rid- 
dle :   223 

Hamilton,  F.  S.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace   V'O 

Hamilton,  John,  candidate  election  of  March 

30,  KS55   71 

Hammatt,  Abratn,  mentioned  by  (  hief  Justice 

Horton  .".  

ILimpton,  .r.  >[.,  commissioned  con.'-table   lb'- 

Hanifiton,  L.  .T  .commissioned  ("ai)tain   127 

Handier,  John,  coiumis-iioneii  Litruteuaut   1!'' 

Hansrome,  Oliver  T.,  judge  of  election   4! 

Han  way,  James,  mentioned  tiy  .lohn  Prown  jr.,  273 

Hard.  Samuel  I.,  election  at  houx"  of   61 

Hanlin,u%   i'.t'n;.uiiiri,  appointed  ju<ige  of  vr<t 
election,  Nov.  29, 18.54   41 
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Harding,  Lewis,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  

THardv,  H.  E.,  coiumissioncd  Lieutenant  

Hargu?,  Joshua  N.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

pelice  9S, 

Hariand,  Mi?s  Sarah,  mentioned  l>y  Dr.  Cordloy, 
Harper's  I'errv  invasion,  mentioned  by  Gov- 
ernor Roltinson  

Harper's  l  erry  Investigating?  Committee,men- 

tioned  by  Governor  Itobinson  

Harris,  Thomas  L.,  of  Illinois,  mentioned  by 

Governor  Stanton  lo'J, 

Chairtiian  of  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Lepresentatives  on  the  Lecompton 

Constitution  

Harris,  William  IL,  commissioned  Commis- 
sioner Nemaha  county  

Harris,  H.  15.  C.  candidate,  election  of  March 

30,  isoo  78, 

Harrison,  President  William  11.,  mentioned... 
Hart,  C,  candidate,  election  of  March  •'^O,  1S55, 
Harvey,  Gov.  .lames  >[.,  letter  of,  to  the  (iuar- 

ter-Centennial  Cebjbration  

:Mentioned  by  Chief  Justice  Tlorton  200, 

Mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Riddle  

Harvey,  Dr.  Foster,  appointed  judge  of  third 

election,  May  22,  1S.31  

Hayes,  T.  W.,  appointed  census  taker  

Haynes,  A.  C.  P..  commissioned  constable  47, 

Hays,  Charles,  election  at  house  of  

Hays,  T.  W.,  commissioned  constable  

Hays,  William,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  

Hay  wars,  H.  H.,  commissioned  Treasurer  Allen 

county  

Head,  Albert,  appointed  census  taker  

Jud^e  of  second  election,  March  30,  1S55.... 

Commissioned  justice  of  the  peace  

Headley,  Ja?.  A.,  commissioned  Probate  Judge, 

Resignation  of  

Hebbard,  ,T.  f'.,  mentioned  by  .Tohn  Brown  jr... 
Heiskell,  William  A.,  candidate,  election  of 

March  30,     72, 

Commissioned  Brigadier  General  

Commissioned  County  Clerk  

Helm,  William,  commissioned  constable  

Henderson,  John  D.,  allusion  to  by  Governor 

Stanton  '  

Mentioned  by  Governor  Denver  

Hendrick,  James  A.,  commissioned,  justice  of 

the  peace  

Helvetic  Fathers,  referred  to  by  John  Speer... 
Henry,  T.  C,  mentioned  by  Lieut.  ( iov.  Riddle, 
Herald  of  Freedom,  Lawrence,  mentioned  by 

John  Speer  ".. 

Hereford,  Junius'  T.,   comToissioned  County 

Assessor   

Hick.  R.  S.,  letter  of,  to  the  <iuarter-Centennial 

Celebration  

Mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Riddle  

Hicklin,  William  P.,  commissioned  justice  of 

the  peace  

Hickman,  Hon.  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  men- 
tioned by  C.ov.  Stanton  ..."  

Hickory  Point,  Douglas  county.  Gov.  Shannon 

requests  troops  to  be  placed  at  

Mentioned  by  Dr.  McCahe  

Hickory  Pwiut,  Jelier.^on  county,  election  at... 
Hisbee,  .Viva,  judge  of  .-ecoud  eitjction,  March 

oU,  is.'..")  '.  

Hill,  I*.  F.,  commis.^ioned  Stu'riff.  

Hill,  Hranluim,  commi.>sioned  justice  of  the 

peace  

Hilly er,  Cr.  S.,  mentioned  by  T.  D  Thacher  

Mentioned  by  Lieut,  (iov.  Ridtlle  

Hinton,  F.  (r.,  coniuiis^i<rned  constalde  

Hoagland,  Edward,  commi^.-ioned  county  com- 

missifuxT  

Comii/i-sioncd  justice  of  the  peace  

Comiui.<sir.ned  notary  jmblic  

Ho<.lges,  N.  W.,  coiiimi<~iouc<l  Lieiitt  nant  

Holladay,  IJen.,  mentioned  by  (  hief  Justice 

*  Horton  

HoUiday,  Cyru.s  K.,  comuiissioned  justice  of 

the  peace..'  ni^ 

Flection  of,  to  the  Legislature,  May  22,  ls5o, 
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Holliday,  Cyrus  K. — Omtinued: 

Mentioned  

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher  24+3, 

Mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  liiddle  

Jlentioncd  by  John  Speer  

Member  of  (.Quarter-Centennial  Committee, 
Address  of,  at  thetiuarter-Centennial  Cele- 
bration  

Hollingsworth,  Leander  F.,  commissioned  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  

Hollingswortb,  D.  R.,  commissioned  Captain ... 
Holmes,  S.  M.  I?.,  appointed  judge  of  first  elec- 
tion, Nov.  29,  1354  

Holmes,  ilrs.  Annie  Archibald,  alluded  to  by 

N.  L.  Prentis  

Homer,  John,  appointed  judge  of  first  election, 

Nov.  29,  1854  '  

.Judge  of  second  election,  March  30,  is.55... 
Homestead  provision  of  the  Constitution,  re- 
ferred to  by  Chief  Justice  Horton  

Hopewell,.  J.  H.  C,  commissioned  constable.... 
Hopewell,  Napoleon  P>.,  judge  of  second  elec- 
tion, March  30,  1S55  ^  

Commissioned  County  Commissioner  

Hopper,  Rawley,  commissioned  constable  

Hopper,  Simon,  commissioned  constable  

Horne,  Daniel  H.,  commissioned  constai-le...51. 
Affidavit  of,  concerning  returns  of  election 

of  3Iarch  30,  13.55  '  

Judge  of  third  election,  May  22,  1855  

Mentioned  by  John  Speer  

Mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Riddle  

Horner,  John,  eoramissioued  justice  of  the 

peace  

Horner,  John,  commissioned  sheritf.  

Hornsbv,   Columbus,   mentioned    br   T.  D. 

Thacher  

Horton,  Chief  Justice  Albert  H.,  member  of  the 

Quarter-Centennial  Committee  

Address  of,  at  Quarter-Centennial  Celebra- 
tion ;  

Mentioned  by  John  Rrown  jr  

Houser,  S.  H.,  candidate,  election  of  March  30, 
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110 
113 
111 
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Houston,  C.  B.,  commissioned  Countv  Surveyor 

Allen  county  '.   129 

Hou-ton,  D.  \V.,  mentioned  by  Lieutenant 

Governor  Riddle  .'.   221 

Houston,  Samuel  D.,  appointed  judge  of  tirsr 

election,  November  29,  1854   41 

Candidate,  election  of  March  30,  18.55  74,  80 

^Mentioned  by  Lieutenant  (iovernor  Riddle,  220 
Howard,  Alexander,  commissioned  con.<tal)le...  110 
Howard,  Hyram,  comuii.-^sioned  Commissioner 

Franklin  county   130 

Howard, William  A.,  mentioned  by  (tov.  Reeder,  13 
John  Sherman  an«l  Mordecai  Oliver,  <  on- 
gressional  comnnttee,  'Governor  Reeder's 

references  to,  in  his  diary....'.  13-16 

Ilowdeshell,  Hiram,  judge  of  second  election, 

March  30,  18.5.5   73 

Howe,  Edgar  W.,  jnentioned  by  D.  W.  Wilder...  216 

Howell,  .lames  M.,  commissioned  constable   113 

ilowell,  James. W.,  commissioned  Captain   129 

lloyt.    David  '  Starr,    mentioned     by  John 

Blown  jr   272 

Murder  of,  mentioned  by  John  Speer   242 

Hubbard,  ,  Kansas  City,  mentioned  by  Gov. 

Reeder   26 

nubt)ard,George  F. , commissioned  Sherilf,  }tlar- 

shall  count.v.   122 

Removal  from  county,  mentioned   141 

Hubbard,  William  15.,  commissioned  constable,  122 
Hudson,  Joseph  K.,  member  of  (Quarter-Cen- 
tennial Conimittee  '.   175 

Hudson, Saiuuel  ( '.,  commissioned  County  Com- 

mission<>r   92 

Hudson,  Sylvester,  commissioned  Lieutenant..  117 
Ifutf,  .1.,  candidate,  eleetion  of  March  30,  ls.55..  73 
Hu iraker,(..'hristoplier  F.,  commissioned  (  ounty 

Clerk   95 

Hulfaker,  Thomas  S,,  af)pointed  judge  of  first 

election,  Nov.  29,  1X54  '.   41 

Judi;e  of -second  eleetion  63,  72 

Appointed  judge  of  third  election,  ^lay  22, 
1855   83 
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Huffaker,  Thomas  S. — Oin'inued  : 

Commissioned  Proh;ite  Jiul<;e  

Hughes,  Thomas  €.,  commissioned  constable.... 
Ilulen,  •  »sborne,  jud^e  ol' second  election,  Mar. 

30,  ISoo  

Humphrey,  Jaiues,  mentioned  by  Chief  Jus 

tice  Horton  

Address  of,  at  the  (Quarter-Centennial  Cele- 
bration  

Humphrey,  Lvman  U.,  mentioned  by  Lieut. 

Gov.  Ridd'le  

Hunt,  [Morris,  mentioned  l>y  T.  1).  Thacher  

Huuter,  Robt.  ^I.  T.,  mentioned  by  P..  F.  Simp- 
son  

Hunter,  Iiuke  W.,  commissioned  Superintend- 
ent Public  Buildinsrs,  .Shawnee  county  

Hunter,  Gen.  David,  mentioned  by  Governor 

Denver  

Hunting,  Amory,  mentioned  by  T.  1).  Thacher, 
Hurd,  T.  A.,  mentioned  bv  Chief  Justice  Hor- 


93 

95 

64 

200 

209 

223 
24S 

195 

97 


173 
240 


ton. 


Hutchinson  city,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Ifolliday, 

Hutchinson,  David  W.,  commissioned  Com- 
missioner of  Deeds  

Hutchinson,  G.  W.,  S.  Southerland  and,  seiz- 
ure of,  by  a  mob  in  T.ecompton,  mentioned 
in  letter  of  William  Hutchinson  and  H. 
INIiles  ^[oore,  to  Acting  Governor  Woodson 
and  Col.  P.  St.  George  (.'oolce  

Hutchinson,  H.  A.,  commissioned  District  At- 
torney   

Hutchiuson,    John,   candidate,  election  of 

March  3t\  1S55  

Election  of  May  22,  1S55   ... 

Mentioned  by  t^ov.  Petder,  In  his  diary.... 
Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Th.icher  

Hutchinson,  William,  mentioned  by  D.  W. 
Wilder  :  :  

Hutchinson,  William,  and  H.  Miles  Moore, 
corres[)(.ndcnce  of,  September  2  and  3,  1S.^(5, 
Tvith  Actinu  Govermir  Woodson,  and  Col.  P. 
St.  Georue  (.'ooke,  reijue^-tiny;  the  removal 
and  disi)ersal  of  bodies  (jf  armed  Missourians 
then  invading  the  Territory,  murdering  and 
pillaging  137, 

Hutehins«>n,  William,  J.  Blood  and  11.  Miles 
Moore,  for  Kansas  State  Central  Committee, 
letter  of,  September  6.  lS5i'.,  to  Acting  Gov. 
Woodson  and  Col.  P.  Si.  George  Cooke,  re- 
questing removal  of  bands  of  arnjed  men, 
intercepting  roads  to  Leavenworth  and 
West  port  

Hyatt,  Thaddeus,  mentioned  by  D.  W.  Wilder, 

T. 

Indepexdenx-e,  Mo.,  mentioned  by  Alex.  Cald- 
well  .'.  

Indian  Missions,  mentioned  by  Dr.  F.  S.  Mc- 

Cabe  

ludietments  against  Free-State  men,  by  Pro- 
Slavery  (irand  .Tury,  iiKUtioned  

Ingalls,  .fohn  J.,  menti-)n'  <l  bv  K.  F.  Simpson, 

Mentioned  by  D.  W.  Wilder  

Mentioned  by  Lieut,  (iov.  Piddle  

^Jentioned  bv  Wt-rter  Ji.  I>avis  

Alluded  toby  C.  K.  llolliday  

Invasion  of  Kansas  by  Mi^sourians,  in  May, 
l.S5rt,  preftaratioiis  for,  aec(»unt  of,  given  by 

Governor  P.erdcr  

Invasion  of  the  Territory,  Free-State  threat- 
ened through  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  referred 
to  by  <M»vernors  shannon  and  Woodson. .12'), 
Investigating  committee  at  Lawrence,  proceed- 
ings of,  mentioned  by  Governor  Ueeder  in 

his  diary  ;  

Iowa  Indian  Missions,  mentioned  bv  Dr.  Mc- 
Ci  ■ 


199 

209 

116 


130 


abe 


Iowa  Point,  settlement  uf  by  Pro-Slavery  men, 

iiHMitioiu'd  by  S.  N.  Wood'  ;  

Ireland,  Neweomb  J.,  judice  of  second  election, 

March  :;<),  is.!,.)  

Commis>ioned  Probate  Judge  of  Atchison 

county  

Iron  manutattures  in  Kansas,  mentioned  bv 
Alex.  Caldwell  


140  ! 


230  t 
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"Ironquill,"  (Eugene  F.  Ware,')  p<.em  by   256 

Trvin,  Jas.M.,judire  of  election.  Mar.  .'y'',lS-">5... 64,  76 
Irvin,  Samuel,  judge  of  tirst  election,  Novem- 
ber 29.  1>54   42 

Isacks,  Anilrew  J.,  commissioned  U.  S.  Attor- 
ney for  the  I'istrict  of  Kansas   3-5 

5lentioned   57 

Mention  of  by  Governor  Reeder,  in  his 

diarv   13 

At  Topeka,  July  4.  l.s.56   127 

Isbell,  George  T.,  m"entioned  by  I>.  W.  Wilder,  216 

J. 

.Jackson',  Forest.  Andrew,  mentioned  by  John 

Speer   244 

Jacobs,  L,  commissioned  Probate  .Tiidge   93 

Jamieson,  .Mex.,  mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher...  249 

.Tetl'erson  coiuity  utricers  in  l>5.5-56  92,  113,  116 

"Jolferson  Rangers."  mentioned   134 

Jenkins,  <  laius.  mention  oi  by  Governor  Reeder 

in  his  diary  16,  18 

Arrest  of  at  Westport   19 

Mentione<l  by  S.  X.  Wood   23S 

[Mentioned  by  .John  Speer  242,  243 

Jennison,  C.  It.. mentioned  bv  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor Riddle   222 

Jes.see,  William,  candidate,  election  of  Mav  22, 

1^55  :   S6 

Jewctt,  Hon.  Hujzh  .1..  mentioned   SS 

Johnson,  .Alexander  S.,  app'jinted  census  taker,  55 

Camlidate.  electi'^n  March      l>->5  6-»,  79,  S2 

Comniissione>l  probate  jud'jc   93 

Johnson,  Andrew,  judge  of  STCond  election, 

March  30,  lv.5  '.  71 

.Tohnson.  Penjamin,  commissioned  ju-tice  of 

the  peace   115 

Johnson.  Penjamin  ¥.,  commissioned  Sherilf...  93 

Resignatii-in  of  .'   ill 

Johnson,  David  M..  C'>mmi'rsioned  Colonel   92 

.Tohnsou,  G.  T.,  coumiissiont- d  [.if iite.T.nit   117 

Johnson,  (ieorge  W..  commissioned  Colr.nel   92 

Comuii.-sioried  County  Cummissiijner   93 

Removal  of  from  Territory,  mentioned   131 

Johnson,  Hamilton  J..  commissioned  coristable,  96 
Judire  of  second  election,  March  3o,  1>55...  77 

Resignation  of.  b"i2,  110 

Johnson^  IF  P.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace   95 

Johnson,  James,  commissioned  Sheriii'  Allen 

county   129 

Johnson,  Nathaniel  T..  judge  of  election   41 

Johnson,  Samuel,  commissione<l  ju.stice  of  the 

peace   116 

Johnson,  Speaker  J.  P>..  address  at  the  Quarter- 
Centennial  Ceiebrauon   225 

Johnson,  Rev.  Thomas,  appointed  judge  of  tirst 

election,  Nov.  29,  l'^54  T.   45 

Candidate,  election  of  .^Iarch30,  l>-55..69,  79,  S2 

Mentione<l  by  Dr.  McCabe   2:>0 

Johnson,  William  F.,  candidate,  election  of 

[March  30, 1S55   71 

John<on  county  utiicers,  in  is.i.S-'^S  93.  95,  111 

Johnston,  Saun-lers  W.,  coiumissioned  Asso- 
ciate .Uisfice  of  Kansas  Territory   -35 

First  judicial  act  of.   37 

Assigned  to  Third  Judicial  I>istrict   57 

Johnston,  W.      mentioned  bv  Lieut,  (jovernor 

Riddle  '..   223 

Mentioned  by  chief  Justice  Horton   199 

Johntz,  John,  iuentiv>ned  bv  Lieut,  (iov.  Rid- 
dle :   224 

Jolley,  If.  P...  appointed  census  taker   5-d 

Ajipointed  judi;e  of  tirst  election,  Nov.  29, 

1S54....,  ^   42 

Jones,  ,  mentioned  l»y  (iov.  Kt-eder  as  hav- 
ing been  killed  at  Pdanton,  in  May.    24 

Murtb'r  of.  mentioned  by  J'-hn  Speer   242 

Jones,  John  T.,  ('•  Ottawa,")  burning  of  his 

house  n-ferretl  to   137 

.Mentioned   41 

Joiu^s,  -■^amuel.  atlidavit  ot",  cmcerning  returns 

of  election  of  March  "o..  1-^,^5   70 

Jones,  .'^amuel      c<  iniiiis>ioned  Siieritf.   93 

Calls  on  (iov.  Sliaiiiiou  for  po-i^e  to  aid  in 
the  arrest  of  armed  outlaws   99 
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Jones,  Samuel  J. — Continued  : 

Orders  from   Gov.  Shunnon,  Wakarusa 

War  103,  10^ 

>rentione<l  by  S.  N.  Wood   2:^8 

Mentioned  by  John  Speer   242 

Jones,  S.  L.,  coniniijsioned  justiee.  of  the  peace,  116 

Jones,  Vincent,  commissioned  justice  of  the 
peace   119 

Judi;es  of  first  Territorial  election,  November 
29,  ISVt,  names  of   41 

Judges  of  election  for  first  Territorial  Legisla- 
lature,  March  30,  1.35-5,  as  appointed  by  Gov. 
Reeder   62 

Judges  of  election  for  first  Territorial  Legisla- 
ture, March  30,  ISoo,  Gov.  feeder's  instruc- 
tions to   64 

Judges  of  election,  May  22, 1S55,  Gov.  Keeders 
instructions  to   83 

Judicial  districts.  Gov.  Reeder's  proclamation 
establishing   56 

Judicial  proceedings,  first  in  Kansas  Territory,  37 

Judiciary  of  Kansas,  address  of  (Jhief  Justice 
A.  H.'Hortou,  at  the  Quarter-Centennial 
Celebration   197  j 

Junction  City,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Holliday....  209  i 


Kansapolis,  city  .of,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Hol- 
liday  

Kansas,  its  growth  during  t  he  war  period,  men- 
tioned by  Governor  Martin  

Its  growth  comirared  with  other  States, 

staled  by  Governor  Martin  

Statistics  of,  given  by  Wm.  Sims  

The  development  of," address  of  Gov.  John 
A.  Martin,  at  the  Quarter-Centennial 

Celebration  

The  New:  Address  of  J.  B.  Johnson, at  the 

Quarter-Centennial  Celebration  

Women  of:  Address  of  Noble  L.  Prentis, 
at  the  <iuarter-Centenuial  Celebration- 
Kansas  Agriculture  :  Address  of  William  Sims, 

at  Quarter-Centennial  Celebration  

Kansas  «'i[ies:  Address  of  C.  K.  Holliday,  at 

the  Quarter-Centennial  Celebration  

Kansas  manufactures,  statement  of,  by  Gover- 
nor Martin  

Kansas  plains,  climatic  changes  of,  mentioned 

by  Speaker  J.  iJ.  Johnson  

Kansas  railroads,  history  and  statistics  of,  ad- 
dress of  James  Kumphrt'V  

Kansas  Territorial  struggle,  <  iovcrnor  Robin- 
son's address  at  the  Quarter-Centennial  Cel- 
ebration   

Result  of,  stated  by  ex-<iov.  Robinson  

Kansas  Citv,  Mo.,  mentioned  by  Alexander 

Caldwell.!  

Mentione'l  by  C.  K.  Holliday  

Kavanaugh,  Jolni  W.,  ooujmissioned  justice  of 

the  peace  

Resignation  of.  99, 

Keezer,  Daniel,  coinndssioned  constable  

Keller  and  Kyle,  eh-ct  ions  at  house  of... ..42,  64, 
Kelley,  Robert  S.,  commissioned  Lieutenant, 

111, 

Mentioned  by  S.  N,  Wood  

Kelly,  John,  mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Riddle, 
Kellogg,  .loseph  [.Josiah?],  commissioned  no- 
tary public  -.  

Kelsoe,  II.  R.,  comiui-^siont  d  Coroner  

Kennedy,  Lvan  R.,  judge  of  second  election. ..63, 

Keniion,  William,  mentioned  

"Kentucky  Ran'..;ers,"  mentioned  

Kickapoo  city,  mentioned  bv  C.  K.  flolliday... 

Settlement  of  by  Pro-Slavery  men,  men- 
tioned Ijv  S.  N.  Woo<l  '.  

Election  frauds  at,  uienlii.>ned  by   T.  1>. 

Thacher  ..."  2r>4, 

"Kickapoo"  cannon,  luentioned  by  D.  R. 
Anthony  

Mentioned  by  Thomas  ['enlon  

"KickapM.i  P,;'.ie.,ers,'  nu'niiun.jd  ."f  

King,  Henry,  un'mioned  by  1).  W.  Wilder  

Kingman,  Samuel  A.,  mentioned  by  Werter  R. 
, — Davis  
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Kingman,  Samuel  A. — Continued: 

Mentioned  by  R.  F.Simpson   195 

Mentioned  by  Chief  Justice  Horton...202,  203 
193,  199,  2oO 

Quoted  by  Chief  Justice  Horton   203 

Kirk,  R.  L.,  candidate,  election  of  March  30, 

1855  ,  76,  SI 

Klotz,  Robert,  election  at  house  of   63 

Knight,  Richard,  mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher,  245 
Kuhn,  Henry, commissioned  County  Surveyor,  110 
Kuykendall,  James,  commissioned"  justice  of 

the  peace   47 

Candidate,  election  of  March  30,  18.55   7S 

Commissioned  Probate  Judge....,   93 

Kuvkendall,  William  L.,  commissioned  County 
Clerk   97 


L: 

Laced.?:mon,  allusion  to  by  Eugene  F.  Ware...  257 
Ladd,  Erastus  D.,  candidate,  election  of  March 

30,  18.75   69 

Election  of  May  22,  18-i5   8S 

Ladd,  John  W.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace    97 

Lafayette,  Marquis  de,  mentioned  bv  John 

Speer   243 

Lahay,  ,  Gov.  Shannon  requests  troops  to 

be  placed  at  or  near  house  of,  in  Wakarusa 

Valley  120,  121 

Lahay,  F.  E.,  judge  of  second  election,  March 

30,  1855   70 

Lamb,  William  P.,  judge  of  second  election, 

March  30,  1855   77 

Landis,  John,  candidate,  election  of  March  30, 

1855   76 

Lane,  .lames' H.,  his  policy  in  1357,  as  under- 
stood bv  Governor  Stanion   164 

Alluded  to  by  C.  K.  Holliday   207 

Indicted  for  treason  by  Pro-Slavery  grand 

jury   11 

Indictment  of,  referred  to  by  Acting  Gov. 

Woodson   125 

Mention  of  his  coming  into  the  Territory 
with  large  bodies  of  Northern  invaders, 

by  .\ctiugGov.  Woodson  138,  142 

Referred  to  by  U.  S.  Marshal  Donalson   13-5 

Spoken   of  by  acting  Gov,  Woodson,  as 

heading  an  attack  on  Franklin  138,  143 

Mentioned  by  John  Brown  jr   272 

Mentioned  by  Gov.  I>enver   IGy 

jMentioned  by  F.  P>.  Sanborn   275 

"Mentioned  by  John  Speer  242,  244 

Mentioned  by  T.  !>.  Thacher..246,  247,  249,  252 

Mentioned  by  S.  N.  Wood   238 

"Lane's  Trail,"  from  the  Nebraska  line  to  To- 

peka,  referred  to  by  Acting  Gov.  Woodson...  135 
Lappin,  Samuel,   mentioned   bv  Lieutenant 

Governor  Riddle  ".   219 

Larcy,  G.  F.,  commissioned  Surgeon   117 

Latta,  S.  N.,  mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher. ..248,  254 
Laughlin,  James  E.,  commissioned  Lieutenant,  129 
Lawrence  city,  mentioned  by  C.K.  Holliday. .205,  2i)6 

Elections  at  41,  64,  82 

First  Couirregational  church  at,  mentioned 

by  Dr.  Mc(  abe   231 

First  schools  of,  mentioned  by  Dr.  Cordley,  227 
Governor  Shannon  requests  Colonel  Sum- 
ner, May  21, 1856,  to  station  United  States 

troops  at,  or  near  ...118,  119 

Movements  for  defense  of,  in  -May,  13-56, 

mentioned  by  Governor  Reeder   16 

Munitions  of  war  at,  in  May,  1856,  a.s  men- 
tioned by  (Governor  Eleeder   16 

Sacking  of,  May  21,  185i;,  ( Governor  Reeder's 

account  of  preparations  f  r   19 

Sacking  of,  referred  to  by  Gov.  Shannon. ...  US 
Sacking  of,  May  21,  185(),  mentioned  by 

George  C.  Brackett   31 

Sacking  of.  May  21,  lS5f;,  mentioned  by 

Governor  PL-eeder  in  his  diary    24 

-Travelers  on  thi-  road  t'>,  intercepted,  men- 
tion of  by  (iovernor  Reeder   20 

Remarks  concerning,  by  ( iovernor  Stanton,  147 
Lawrence  \V'ater  Company,  proposed  charter 
of,  mentioned  by  Governor  Denver   16S 
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Learnard,  Oscar  E.,  mentioned  hy  Lieut.  Gov. 

Riddle  221,  222 

Mentioned  bvChiefJusticellorton.. 198,199,  200 

Mentioned  by  T.  l\  Thacher   252 

L«asure,  Zehodiah,  commissioned  constable   113 

Leavenworth  (  itv,  mentioned  bv  C.  K.  Ilolli- 

day  .'  .'.  205,  2UG,  207 

Leavenworth,  appointed  place  for  holding 

courts  in  First  Judicial  District   57 

Election?  at  42,  64,  83 

First  ratholic  Chtirch  at,  mentioned  bv 

Dr.  McCabe  '..  231 

First  Episcopal  Church  at,  mentioned  by 

Dr.  McCabe   231 

First  Lutheran  Church  at,  mentioned  by 

Dr.  McCabe   231 

First  Fresbvterian  Church  at,  mentioned 

by  Dr.  McCabe   231 

Manufacture3,account  of,  bvAlex. Caldwell,  262 

Mentioned  by  Aiex.  Caldwell  2o9.  ,260 

Settlement  of  bv  Pro-Slavery  men,  men- 
tioned by  S.  N.'Wood   235 

Leavenworth  coal  mines,  statement  of,  by 

Alex.  Caldwell   263 

Leavenworth  Constitutional  Convention  Law, 

Governor  Denver's  account  of  its  passage   170 

Leavenworth  Constitutional  Movement,  ac- 
count of,  by  T.  D.  Thacher   249 

Leavenworth  Constitution,   election  under, 

mentioned  by  T.  I>.  Thacher   250 

Leavenworth  county  otlicers  in  1855-56  93,  98 

Lebou,  William,  commissioned  justice  of  tlie 

peace.   94 

Lccompte,  Samuel  D.,  commissioned  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  Kansas  Territory  by  the  President   46 

Assigned  to  the  First' Judicial  District   56 

Mentioned  in  Gov.  Keeder's  biography   11 

Gov.  Keeder's  mention  of  ,   14 

His  charge  to  the  grand  jury  at  Lecompton, 

mentioned  by  (..ov.  Reader   14 

Mentioned  bv  Gov.  Denver   l''':2 

Mentioned  by  S.  N.  Wood   238 

Mentioned  by  John  Brown  jr   273 

Lecompton,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Holliday...207,  203 
The  capital  of  the  Territory,  spoken  of  bv 

Gov.  Denver   169 

Mentiohed  by  John  Brown  jr   273 

Gov.  Shannon  requests  Col.  Sumner,  May 

21,  1.S56,  to  station  U.S.  troops  at  or  near,  118 
Threatened  attack  upon,  spoken  of  by  Act- 
ing Gov.  Woodson  "...139,  143 

Free-State  Convention  at,  mentioned  by  T. 

D.  Thacher   252 

Lecompton  Constitution,  account  of,' bv  T.  D. 

Thacher  ,  .-   250 

Character  of,  described  by  Gov.  Stanton....  154 
Election  on  the  adoption  of,  Gov.  Stanton's 

account  of   152 

Action   of   Congressional  Investigating 
Committee  relative  to,  stated  bv  Gov. 

Stanton  '   160 

Gov.  Denver's  position  in  relation  to   170 

President  recouiniends  its  ratification   159 

Lecompton   Constitutional  Convention,  pro- 
ceedings in  relation  to  election  of  delegates 

to,  account  of,  given  by  Gov.  Stanton   149 

Lecompton  Ritieuien,  mentioned   114 

Lee,  Albert  L.,  alluded  to  bv  C.  K.  Hollidav....  207 
Mentioned  by  Chief  Justice  llorton,  19S,  199,  200 
I/egate,  lames  F.,  n\entioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov. 

Kiddle  '   221 

Services  of,  mentioned  by  Gov.  Reeder  in 

his  diary  ,   14 

Legislature,  tirst  Territorial,  1S55,  (iovernor 

Keeder's  proclamation  ordering  election  of...  59 
lyOgislative  apportionment,  1S55,  niade  by  Gov- 
ernor Kee<i'r  ."   66 

Legislature  of  l-^-w,  (iovernor  pLceder's.  decision 

on  canvass  of  electiun  of   79 

Legislature,  tirst  Territorial,  proclamation  con- 
vening  85 

Election  of,  nit^utioiied  by  T.  D.  Thacher...  245 
Legislature,  fir.-'t  l'ree-"^tate  Territorial,  1S57-8, 

mentioned  by  T.  i>.  Thacher   248 

Action  of,  rolntive  to  ekction  frauds,  men- 
tioned by  T.  1).  Thacher   255 


Legislature,  Territorial,  of  1S58,  mention  of 

proceedings  of,  by  Governor  l)enver   168 

Legislature,"  last  Territorial,   mentioned  bv 

I>.  ii.  Anthony  '.  217 

Mention  of,  by  B.  F.  Simpson   103 

Legislature,  Topeka,  Free  State,  1856, sketch  of 

by  .John  Brown  jr   271 

Legislature,  Topeka,  Free-State,  proclamation 
of  Acting  Governor  Woodson,  July  4,  1856, 

forbidding  the  assembling  of  "   128 

T.(egis!ature,  Topeka,  Free-State,  dispersion  of, 

mentioned  by  T.  I).  Thacher   247 

Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  first  session, 

ixGX,  account  of  by  Lieut.  Governor  Riddle...  218 
Legislature,  State,  special  sessions  of,  men- 
tioned by  Lieut.  ()overnor  A.  P.  Riddle   224 

Leib,  Charles,  appointed  census-taker   55 

Lenhart,  Charles,  mentioned  by  John  Speer....  242 
Letcher,  Senator  John,  action"  on  Lecompton 

Constitution   161 

Lewis,  Aaron,  election  at  house  of   64 

j  Lewis,  Capt.  Merriwether,  of  Lewis  &  Clark's 

exploring  expedition,  mentioned   87 

Lewis,  Jesse,  commissioned  justice  of  the  peace,  96 

Resignation  of  ,   110 

Lincoln,  Abraham,  appoints  Gov.  irfeeder  as 

Brigadier  General  in  the  army   12 

Mention  of,  by  Gov.  Stanton   163 

I        Mentioned  bv  Gov.  Robinson   178 

Mentioned  by  D.  W.  Wilder   215 

!  Liquor-selling,  in  vicinity  of  election  grounds, 

I     forbidden  by  Gov.  Reeder  65,  84 

I  Little  Sugar  Creek  Precinct,  second  election, 

I     March  30,  18.5.5   G3 

!  Live  stock  of  Kansas,  statistics  of,  given  bv 

1     Gov.  Martin  '..  188 

I        Statistics  of,  given  by  Wm.  Sims   258 

Livingston,  Stephen,  commissioned  justice  of 

the  peace   114 

Lockhart,  Samuel  J.,  commissioned  justice  of 

the  peace   99 

I  Long,  Ethan  E.,  commissioned  constable   97 

I  Los-e,  Lee,  commissioned  Captain   129 

Lovejoy,  C.  H.,  mentioned  by  T.  D,  Thacher....  249 
Low,  Hannibal  A.,  appointed  judge  of  lirst  elec- 
tion, Nov.  29,  1854   41 

Commissioned  Lieutenant   134 

Lowe,  David  P.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.Gov.  Rid- 
dle .'   221 

Mentioned  by  Chief  Just.  Horton...200,  201,  2u2 
I  Lowrey,  Grosvenor  P.,  Gov.  Reeder's  private 

secretary   86 

Continued  as  executive  clerk,  by  Secretary 

I  Woodson   86 

I  Mention  of,  by  Gov.  Reeder,  in  his  diary...  16 
I        Furnishes  information  for  Gov.  Reeder's 

1  biography   5 

I  Loyd,  Nelson  L.,  commissioned  constable   98 

I  Lucas,  J.  H.,  steamboat,  mention  of,  by  Gov. 

I     Reeder  "   22 

I  Luck,  Wilson,  commissioned  Lieutenant   115 

I  Lutheran  church,  tirst  in  Kansas,  mentioned 

I      by  Dr.  McCabo   231 

j  Lvkins,  l>avid,  candidate,  election  of  March  30, 

1S.55  72,  SO 

I  Lykius,W.  II.  Pi.,  elections  at  house  of  62,  82 

I     '   Claims  election  to  the  Council   79 

;  Lykins  county  Oificers  in  1855-5G   94 

Lvle,  .lames  .M.,  appointed  judge  of  third  elec- 

j     'tion.  May  22,  18.")5   .83 

i  Lvricli.John  A.,  commissioned  ( 'ommi.ssioner 

I     of  Deeds   119 

I  Lyon,  Gen.  Nathaniel,  mentioned   12 

i  Macai'LEV,  A.,  commissioned  notary  public...  114 

j  McArthur,  L.,  cniumissioued  notary  public   117 

I  McCabe,  Kev.  l)v.  J  '.  S.,  address  at  the  quarier- 

j     .Centennial  Celebration   232 

I  McCalion,  James,  mentioned  by  Thomas  P. 

I      I'eulon   270 

!  MeCaiuinon,  I ).,  commissioned  Sheriff,  A nder- 

I      .sou  eounty   1!2 

McCartney,  Palmer,  judge  of  second  election, 
I     March  30,  18.55   75 
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McCartney,  Palmer,  candidate,  second  elec- 
tion, March  oU,  1655  ,  75,  80 

McCartney,  Soluuiou,  candidate,  second  elec- 
tion, March  -U,  LSoo  76,  80,  SI 

McClu^kev,  Jaaies  M.,  couiuiissioned  Clerk  of 
Marshall  county   122 

McClure,   ,  at  Lawrence,  mentioned  by 

Governor  lieeder  in  hi.s  diary   17 

McClure,  .1.  K..  appointed  census  laker   55 

McClure,  Wm.  P.,  Judge  of  second  election   75 

Conimissi<)ued  justice  of  the  peace   50 

McCrea.  Cole,  attidavit  of,  concerning  returns 
of  election  of  March  :;u,  1855   76 

McDaniel,  ■,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Ilolliday,  204 

McDaniel,  Calvin  M.,  commissioned  Captain...  129 

McDonald,  Andrew,  candidate,  election  of 

March  oO,  hs55   70 

App^nnted  judge  of  first  election,  Novem- 
ber 29,  1854   41 

Protest  of,  against  Gov.  Reeder's  i<ower  to 
decide  between  contestants   79 

McDow,  William,  commissioned  County  Com- 
missioner  93 

McDowell,  William  C,  mentioned  by  B.  F. 

Simpson  195,  196 

Mentioned  by  Chief  Justice  Ilorton,  198, 199,  200 

McFadilen,  A.  H.,  commissioned  Coroner   94 

McFarland,  N.  C,  mentioned  by  Lt.Gov.  Kiddle,  222 

McFarlaud,  Peter,  mentioned  bv  Chief  Justice 
Morton  .'.   200 

McGee,  Frv,  appointed  judge  of  first  election, 
Nov.  29,  1854   41 

McGee,  Milton  W.,  at  Kansas  City  in  May,  1856, 

mention  of  by  Governor  lleoder  17,  18,  21 

Candidate,  election  of  March  30, 1855  71,  72 

Mentioned  bv  S.  N.  Wood   238 

McGrew,  James,  mentioned  by  Lt.  Gov.  Riddle,_  221 

Mclutyre,  J.,  Governor  Reeder's  mention  of 
assistance  given  by,  in  his  escape  from  Kan- 
sas City,  in  May,  1856   26 

Mclntyrc,  Joseph,  appointed  judge  of  third 
election,  May  22.  1S55   S3 

McLaue,  Geo.  \V.,  mentioned  by  D.W.  Wilder,  216 

McMeekin,  H.  D.,  election  of,  "to  the  Legisla- 
ture, 18)5  79,  86 

McPherson,  Alexander,  commissioned  justice 
of  the  peace   94 

McVay,  Dudley,  commissioned  Coroner   95 

McVay,  William  C,  commissioned  Sheriti'.   92 

Kesignation  of   95 

Mace,  Daniel,  mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher   247 

Mace,  Joseph  N.,  athdavit'of,  concerning  re- 
turns of  election  of  March  30,  1S55   71 

Macv,  E.  G.,  candidate,  election  of  March  30, 
1855   70 

Madison  county  otScers  in  1855-1856   93 

Magill,  John  W.,  commissioned  Commissioner 
of  Deeds   122 

Majors,  Alexander,  alluded  to  by  Alex.  Cald- 
well   262 

Mallory,  A.  IF,  mentioned  by     N.  Wood   236 

Mauderson,  Hon.  Charles  F",  letter  of,  to  the 
Quarter-Centennial  Celebration   271 

Manhattan,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Ilolliday   209 

Mannion,  J.  C,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace   94 

Failure  to  qualify,  mentioned   110 

Manufactures  in  Kansas,  statement  of,  by  Gov- 
ernor Martin   190 

Manufactures  and  mines  of  Kansas;  Address 
of  Alex.  Caldwell  at  the  Quarter-Centennial 
Celebration   250 

Manypenny,  Hon.  George  W.,  mentioned   88 

Marais  des  ( 'ygnes,  massacre,  alluded  to  by  Gov. 
Denver   173 

Marcy,  Secretary  William  L.,  mentioned  in 
Governor  Iteeder's  biography   9 

^Margrave,  William,  candidate,  election  of 
March  :',■),  is.5.3   74 

Marsh,  W'm.  W.,  donor   5 

Marshall,  Chief  Justice  Jolm,  <iuoted  by  Chief 
Justice  Horton  ."   198 

Marshall,  Francis  J.,  commissioned  Krigadier 

G.-neral   92 

Candidat':, election  of  March;;u,T!;55... 75,  80,  81 
Judge  of  second  election   63 


Marshall,  Francis  J. — Ojufiwced: 

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher  ;  

Direction  by  Acting  Governor  Woodson  to 

intercept  Northern  invaders  

Marshall,  Heurv',  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  

Marshall  &  Woodward's  trading  hou.se,  men- 
tioned   

Marshall  county,  otiicers  in  185-5-1856  93, 

Martha  Jewett,  steamboat,  mention  of,  by 

Governor  Reeder  

IMartin.GeorgeW.,  mentioned  by  B.  F.  .Simps^in, 

I  Martin,  John,  commissioned  County  Clerk  

Member  of  Quarter-Centennial  . Committee, 
Martin,  Gov.  John  A.,  mentioned  by  S.  N.Wood, 
Mentioned  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Riddle, 

Mentioned  by  Werter  R.  Davis  

Mentioned  by  Chief  Justice  Horton  

Member  of  Quarter-Centennial  Committee, 
Eemarks  introducing  ex-Governor  Robin- 
son  at  the  Quarter-Centennial  Celebra- 
tion  

Addressat  the  Quarter-Centennial  Celebra- 
tion  

Martin,  John  W.,  commissioned  Captain  of  the 

Kickapoo  Rangers  

Martin,  William,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  

Massacre,  ilarais  de«  Cygnes,  mentioned  by 

Gov.  Denver  '  

Mason,  Eli  C,  commissioned  Sheriff.  

Pvcsignation  of  

Masterson,Jar5on,  commissioned  Clerk  of  Linn 

county  

Matheny,  W.  M.,  mentioned  by  Lieutenant 

Governor  Itiddle  

Mathews,  James,  commissioned  Public  Admin- 
istrator Doniphan  county  

Mathias,  William  G.,  election  of,  to  the  Legis- 
lature, 1855  r.79, 

Matlock,  J.  B.,  commissioned  constable  

Matney,  Charles,  house  of,  mentioned  38, 

May  hew,  Alexander  E.,  commissioned  justice 

of  the  peace  

Means,  T.  E.,  commis.sionedjusticeof  the  y.-eaco, 
Medill,  Joseph,  mentioned  by  D.  W.  Wilder.... 
Meeker,  llev.  Jotham,  mentioned  by  Dr.  F.  S. 

McCabe  

]Mendenhall,  Rev.  Eichard,  mentioned  bv  Dr. 

F.  S.  McCabe  .'  

^Merchant,  R.  S..  commissioned  constable.. 54,  -jS, 
Meredith,  William,  commissioned  justice  of 

the  peace  

Merrill,  James  IL,  commissioned  constable  

Merwin,  Thomas,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  

Methodist  Conference,  first  in  Kansas,  men- 
tioned by  Dr.  F.  S.  McCabe  

^fethodist  Indian  Missions,  mentioned  by  Dr. 

F.  S.  McCabe  

Methodist  Sundav  Schools  in  Kansas,  men- 
tioned by  Dr.  F.  S.  McCube  

Metsker,  I).  C,  mentioned  by  Lt.  Gov.  Riddle, 
Michigan  emigrants  at  Kansas  City  in  May, 

l.^ot'),  mention  of,  by  Governor  lleeder  

Military  posts,  western  supply  of,  mentioned 

by  Alexander  Caldwell  

jMilitia  law,  proposed  by  the  Territorial  Legis- 
lature, mentioned  by  Governor  Denver  

Miller,  A.  !'>.,  ci>mmissi(ined  <'aptain  

Miller,  f>.  W.,  mentioned  by  S.  N.  Wood  

Miller,  Henry,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  

Miller,  Josiah,  judge  of  third  election.  May  22, 
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175 
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219 


201 
175 


Miller.  R.  C,  appointed  judge  of  first  election, 

.  Nov.  29,  1854  

^Hller,  Sol.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov.  Riddle... 

Mentioned  by  D.  W.  \ViMer  

driller,  S.  K.,  candidate,  election  of  ]\Iarch  3fJ, 


l.V,,5. 


Miller,  William,  judge  of  election  

Miller's  Springs,  mentioned  by  S.  N.  Wood  

Mills,  Tharldeus  K.,  ajifx-iiTited  judge  of  lirst 

electi<iu,  Novembf>r  2'.i,  is.^t  

:Minard,  T.  A.,  mentioned  by  T.  D,  Thacher  


176 

180 

111 

54 

173 
95 
141 

119 

221 

110 

86 
110 
60 

111 
113 
214 

230 

231 
6S 

113 
110 

130 

231 

2:?0 

233 

223 

17 

259 

169 
1^5 
2;>5 

98 

82 

41 
221 
216 


41 


41 
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Mine  Creek,  Gov,  Denver's  visit  to  during  the 
war   173 

Mines  of  Kansas,  and  ^ianufactures:  Address 
of  Alexander  C  aldwell,  at  the  Quarter-Cen- 
tennial Celebration   259 

Minueola,  town  of,  mentioned  bv  C.  K.  Ilolli- 
day  .'.  •.  207,  208 

Minueola  Capital,  mentioned  bv  T.  D. 
Thaoher  ..."   250 

Minneola  Capital,  mentioned  by  Gov.  Denver..  IGi} 

Missionarv  work  iu  Kansas,  account  of,  by  Dr. 
McCabe".   230 

Miji.souri,  excitement  in,  referred  to  by  Gov. 
Shannon   101 

Missouri  <  "omproniise, mentioned  by  S.  N.Wood,  2:io 

Mentioned  by  Gov.  ^fartin   161 

Mentioned  bv.lohn  Speer   240 

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher   2-15 

Missouri  invasion  of  Kansas,  in  3ray,  ISIG, 
preparations  for,  account  of,  by  Gov.  Keeder,  119 

Missouri  invasion,  March  30,  1,^55,  referred  to 
by  X.  D.  Thacher   245 

Missouri  citizens,  votingof,  at  election  of  3Iaroh 
30,  1855,  mentioned   72 

Missourians,  the  voting  of  1,000,  at  Lawrence, 

.  March  30,  1855,  mentioned  Ly  Gov.  Reeder....  14 

Missouri  river,  blockade  of,  mentioned  bvT.  D. 
Thacher  .".   247 

Mitchell,  Cowan,  commissioned  justice  of  the 
peace   98 

Mobley,  Claiborne  K.,  commissioned  justice  of 

the  peace   53 

Commissioned  County  Commissioner   97 

Mockbee,  Thomas,  judge  of  second  election, 
March  30,  1855   69 

;^[offat,  William,  commissioned  constable   110 

Montgomery,  James,  mentioned  by  Governor 
Denver   172 

Moonlight,  Thomas,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov. 
Riddle  '   222 

Moore,  E.  W.,  judge  of  second  election   62 

Pi'otest  of,  against  election  returns  of  March 
30, 1855   70 

Moore,  II.  Miles,  Wm.  Hutchinson  and,  letters 
of,  September  2,  1S5C,  to  Acting  Governor 
"Woodson  and  C(d.  Philip  St.  George  Cooke, 
requesting  the  removal  and  dispersal  of 
armed  bodies  of  Missourians  then  invading 
the  Territory,  murdering  and  pillaging...lo7,  139 

Mentioned  by  John  Speer   243 

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher   248 

ilentioned  by  Governor  Denver   174 

Moore,  James,  judge  of  first  election,  Novem- 
ber 29, 1854  ^   41 

iNIoore,  James  P.,  commissioned  constable   52 

Moore,  W.  W.,  election  at  house  of.....  56,64 

Moravian  Indian  Missions,  mentioned  by  Dr. 
F.  S.  MeCabe   230 

Morgan,   ,  mention  of,  by  Gov.  Reeder  in 

his  diary   17 

Mentioned  by  S.  N.  Wood   236 

Morrall,  A.,  comiuissinned  Lieutenant   130 

Morrall,  A.  F.,  commissioned  Lieutenant...   117 

Morrill,  E.  N.,  mentioned,  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Rid- 
dle 222,  223 

Morriss,  G.  J.,  commissioned  Assessor,  Allen 
county   129 

Morriss,  >L  S.,  candidate,  election  of  March  30, 
1855   72 

Morton,  John  T.,  mentioned  by  Chief  Justice 
Ilortoii   200 

Mosier,  Emanuel,  judge  of  second  election  63,72 

Appointed  judge  of  third  election.  May  22, 
1S55   83 

Motz,  Simon,  mentioned  bv  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor Riddle  '   224 

Mt.  Gread,  mentioned  by  S.  X.  Wood   236 

Munkres,  Jaun-s,  commissioned  constable   109 

MurdM<  k,  M.  M.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov. 
Kiddle  .'   222 

Murrill,  James  H.,  commissioned  constable   102 

N. 

X.\iiAN,  F.,  comruissioned  justice  of  the  peace..  96 
Nebraska  City,  mentioned  by  .Vlex. Caldwell...  2.')9 
Negroei,  free,  in  Territory  at  tirst  census   59 


j  Ne^rroes,  slaves,  in  Territory  at  first  census   59 

'  Negroes,  proposed  to  be  excluded  from  the  Ter- 

i     ritory,  S.  N.  Wood's  address   2.36 

i  Neisou',  R.  B.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

,      peace   112 

Xenuiha  county  othcers  in  1855-1856  'j::,  96 

'  New  England  Emigrant  Aid  Movements,  Gov. 

feeder's  prejudice  against   6 

Gov.  Robinson's  allusion  to   178 

New  I]ngland  Emigrant  Aid  Society,  men- 
tioned by  D.  R.  Anthony  •.  .'   217 

New  Georgia  colony,  attack  on,  spoken  of  by 

i     Acting  Governor  Woodson  138.  143 

;  Newby,  Captain  Edward  W.  B.,  U.  S.  Army, 
stationed  at  Lawrence   119 

Newi'man,  Calmore  L.,  commissioned  constable,  129 
Commissioned  Adjutant   141 

Newsom,  Benjamin  J.,  commissioned  Assessor 

I     Sliawnee  county   110 

!  News{)aper  press  of  Kansas:  Address  of  D.  W. 
j     vender,  at  Quarter-Centennial  celebration...  ii.2 
I  Newrspapers  iu  Kansas,  statistics  of,  given  bv 
,     Gov.  Martin  !.  191 

Newspapers  in  Kansas,  religious,  referred  to 

by  Dr.  McCabe  ■.   2:>3 

i  Newton,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  llolliday...    209 

;  Ne'ss^ton,  Horace,  commissioned  constable   96 

Ne-K-ton,  Thomas,  jr.,  commissioned  Coroner...  96 
;  Nichols,  T.  Harrison,  commissioned  constable,  54 
<  Nichols,  Harrison,  alhdavit  of,  concerning  re- 

;     turns  of  election  of  }*Iarch  30,  1855   70 

i  North,  S.  N.  D.,  quoted  by  D.  W.  Wilder   213 

I  Norris,  Ira,  commissioned  County  Treasurer...  95 

Commissioned  County  Clerk  1.  95 

I  Nyanzas,  lakes,  allusion  to,  by  Eugene  F. 
'     "Ware  257 

.0. 

'  0Lr5,-ER,  Lafayette  O.,  commissioned  con- 
stable  116 

Oliver,  Mordecai,  of  Congressional  Investigat- 
!     i.Bg  Committee,  mention  of  by  Gov.  Reeder  in 

,     lils  diary  .'.  13,  15 

j  OliMstead,  Fred.  Law,  letter  of,  to  Quarter- 

i     Centennial  Celebration   277 

!  Omaha,  Neb.,  mentioned  by  Alex.  Caldwell....  2'9 
OmeT,  Geo.  1>.,  mentioned  by  Chief  Justice 

Hijrton   200 

Osaire  Indian  Missions,  mentioned  by  Dr.  F.  S. 

3.icCabc   230 

;  Osiise  Mission,  Catholic,  mentioned  38,  60 

i  Osaij*!  county  coal  mines,  mentioned  by  Ales- 

aiider  Caldwell....'  .'.   264 

Osawalomie,  sacking  of,  by  bodies  of  armed 
Missourians,  referred  to  in  letter  of  William 
Hjitchiuson  and  f  L  Miles  Moore,  .September 
j     2..  1856,  to  Acting  Governor  Woodson,  and 

C«jlonel  P.  St.  George  Cooke   137 

Visit  of  Governor  Denver  at   172 

;  Oss-watomie  Convention,  mentioned  by  Chief 

Justice  H  or  ton   201 

Os:iwkie,  town  of,  mentioned   41 

Action  of  Pro-Slavery  (irand  Jury  at,  men- 

!  tioned  by  Governor  Reeder   13 

!  Os^horn,  Gov.  Thos.  A.,  selected  to  deliver  ad- 
,     dress  at  the  Quarter-Centennial  Celebration,  175 

:         Mentioned  by  Chief  Justice  Horton   l  J9 

j        Mentioned  bv  Lieut,  dov.  Riddle   219 

j        Alluded  to  by  <    K.  llolliduy   2u7 

i  OsWrne,  Alfn.'d,  judge  of  second  election   6-? 

j  Oti-,  A.  (i.,  mentioned  i)y  Chief  .lustiee  Horton,  2<'l 

i  (It tana,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Holliday  

I  Ottawa  Indian  .Missions,  mentioned  by  Dr.  F. 

i      S.  ^[c(  abe   230 

I  Outsitting  places  on  the  .Mis.-^oiiri  river,  men- 

I     t»*jned  by  Alexamler  Caldwell   259 

j  Overland  transt)ortation,  account  ot",  by  Ale.t^- 

awler  Caldwell   --'^ 

I  Owen,  B.,  commissioned  County  Commissioner,  y3 

I  Owen,  O/.ias,  couiuiissioued  constable   129 

I  OwoKS,  Henry,  eomtuissioned  C<mimi.ssiouer, 

j     Jfllerson  eou  rity   113 

I  Ox  trains  across"  the  Plains,  account  ot',  by 

i      Alexander  Caldwell  

i  Oxford,  .Fohnson  county,  election  frauds  at, 
I     Territorial  election  of  1857   132 
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Oxford,  Johnson  county — Omlinued: 

Election    frauds,    mentioned    by  T.  D. 

Thacher  252,  254,  255 

Oxford.  Shawnee  and  Kickapoo  election  frauds, 
mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher   255 

P. 

Packer,  Asa,  mentioned  in  Gov.  Reeder's  bi- 
ography  6 

Painter,  "William,  judge  of  second  election  63, 74 

Palermo,  town  of,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Ilolli- 
day  206,  207 

Palmer,  Dr.  L.  R.,  judge  of  second  election, 
March  30,  1855  63,  75 

Palmer,  F.  G.,  commissioned  Adjutant   117 

Commissioned  Surveyor,  Atchison  county,  131 

Palmer,  K.  T.,  commissioned  Lieutenant  117 

"Palmetto  Ritles,"  referred  to   130 

Palmyra,  Governor  Shannon  requests  troops 
to  be  sent  to   120 

Panton,  George  B.,  judge  of  second  election, 
March  30,  ISoo   78 

Parish,  Isaac,  commissioned  Sherilf,  Johnson 
county   Ill 

Park,  George  S.,  mentioned  by  D.  W.  Wilder...  214 

Parker,  Theodore,  (juoied  by  Gov.  Martin   192 

Parks,  John  J.,  judge  of  second  election  62,  72 

Parks,  Joseph,  commissioned  County  Commis- 
sioner  93 

Parks,  William,  judge  of  second  election,  March 
30,  ISoo  T   73 

"Parkville  Luminary,"  mentioned  bv  D.  W. 
Wilder  .'.   214 

Parrott,  M.  J.,  mentiooed  by  T.  D.  Thacher   246 

Parsons,  H.  D.,  commissioned  Coroner,  Allen 
county   129 

Partridge,  Mary,  mentioned  by  John  Brown  jr.,  2.3 

Partridge,  Wm',  mentioned  by  John  Brown  jr,  273 

Passmore,   Charles,    commissioned  Probate 

Judge..   93 

Death  referred  to    129 

Patchin,  A.  L.,  mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Rid- 
dle  224 

Pate,  Henry  Clay,  at  Kansas  City  In  May,  1856, 

mention  of  by  Governor  Reeder   17 

The  capture  of,  M  ith  his  command,  by  Cap- 
tain John  Brown,  referred  to   120 

Pateet,  Jaiues,  comuiissioued  constable   96 

Resignation  of   110 

Patterson,  Wiley,  commissioned  justice  of  the 
peace   98 

Pawnee  City,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Iloliiday   205 

Appointed  place  for  holding  court  in  Third 

Judicial  District   57 

Territorial  capital  removed,  to,  June  27, 

1855   86 

Selected  by  Gov.  Roeder  for  the  Territorial 
capital.^  8,  So 

Payne,  Archibald,  eleictiou  of,  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, 18.55  79,  86 

Commissioned  Colonel   92 

Ordered  by  .\cting  Governor  Woodson  to 
Lecomptou   132 

Pavne,  B.  F..  judge  of  second  election,  March 
30,18.55   72 

Payne,  John  Howard,  referred  to  by  John 
Speer  .'.   244 

Payne,  Thomas  J.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 
peace   112 

Peery,  John  T.,  conmussioucd  County  Com- 
missioner '.   93 

Pegman,  .lertersun,  commissioned  Assessor  of 
Madison  county   110 

Pence,  (ieorv'e  W.,  judge  of  second  election, 
March  30.  In'o  .".   75 

Pcnusylvaniau,  newspaiu-r,   quoted  in  Gov. 
Reoder's  biograjiliy   9 

Penny,  L.  B.,  conimissiDned  justice  of  the  peace,  97 

Pen>eneau,  Ba<eal,  uicntioned   42 

PeritMl  of  u [iccrtaiuty  in  Kansas,  account  of, 
by  (lovernor  Martin   183 

Period  of  triumph  in  Kansa.s,  account  of,  by 
(ioveriior  Martin   181 

Perrin,  Geo.  II..  cummis>ii>Med  Prubate  .ludue..  9;! 

Peters,  Samuel  R.,  mentioned  by  Lieutenant 
Governor  Riddle   223 


Peters,  Samuel  R. — Continued: 

Mentioned  by  Chief  Justice  Horton   2V) 

Letter  of,  to  the  Quarter-Centennial  Cele- 
bration  270 

j  Phillips,  William,  protest  of,  against  election 

1     returns  of  March  30,  18-55   79 

Phillips,  Wm  A.,  mentioned  bv  John  Speer   242 

Mentioned  by  D.  W.  Wilder   215 

I        Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher   24o 

j  Pierat,  John,  commissioned  justice  of  the  peace,  114 
I  Pierce,  President,  Franklin,  mentioned  in  Gov. 

j     Reeder's  biography   6-9 

Mentioned  in  biography  of  Gov.  Shannon..  S9 

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  I'hacher   247 

Achievements  of,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  HoUi- 

day  .'   2f>o 

Pilot  Knob,  Leavenworth,  mentioned  by  Gen. 

Sherman   276 

Ping,  P.  1.  B.,  mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Ridille,  223 
Pioneers  of  Kansas:  Address  of  S.  N.  Wood  at 

the  Quarter-Centennial  Celebration...»»   234. 

Plumb,  Hon.  Preston  B.,  mentioned  bv  Chief 

Just.  Horton  198,  199,  2i>2 

Letter  of,  to  Quarter-Centennial  Celebra- 

I  tion   276 

I  Plunkett,  William,  commissioned  constable   9S 

'  Polar  Star,  steamboat,  mentioned  in  Governor 

j     Reeder's  biography   10 

j  Polk,  Thomas,  appointed  judge  of  tirst  elee- 

j     tion,  November  29,  1854   31 

j  Pomeroy,  Samuel    C ,  mentioned   by  Gov. 

Reeder,  in  his  diary   IS 

!        Mentioned  .'.  48,69 

!  Pomerov,  Julius,  commissioned  Commi.<sioner 

!     of  Deeds   19 

I  Pony  Express  across  the  Plains,  mentioned  by 

I     Cliief  .justice  Horton  .'.  ^jS 

1  Poore,  Adam,  candidate,  election  of  March  30, 

I     1855   72 

j  Population  of  Kansas,  growth  of,  stated  by 

I     Lieutenant  Governor  Riddle  .'. 

j        Statistics  of,  given  by  Governor  Martin  

I        Character  of,  described  by  Gov.  Martin  

i        Statistics  of,  given  by  William  Sims  

j  Pottawatomie  Creek  Precinct,  second  election, 

j      31arch  30, 1855  

I  Pottawatomie  Creek  tragedy,  referred  to  by 

!     Governor  Shannon  "  .'. 

\  Potts,  Peter  J.,  commisssioned  constable  

!  Powell,  A.  F.,  candidate,  election  of  March  30, 

!  1855  

Powell,  James,  judge  of  first  election,  Nov.  29, 

I  1854  

I  Prairie  City,  referred  to  by  Governor  Shannon 

j     as  being  fortified  by  Free-State  men  

!  Prentiss,  Noble  L.,  mentioned  by  D.  W.  WiMer. 
I        Address  at  Quarter-Centennial  Celebra- 

I  tion  

Presbyterian  Church,,  first  in  Kansas,  men- 
tioned by  Dr.  McCabe  

Presbvterian  Indian  Missions,  mentioned  bv 

Dr.  McCabe  '. 

j  Presbyterian  Sunday  Schools  in  Kansas,  men- 

I        tioned  bv  Dr.  McCabe  

I  Press  of  Kansas:  Address  of  D.  W.  Wilder, 

1     Quarter-Centennial  Celebration    

j  Preston,  William  J.,  commissioned  Lieutenant 

i  Colonel  

I        Bearer  of  dispatches  to  Colonel  Sumner 

from  Governor  Shannon  

;  Preston,   ,  Deputy  Marshal,  mentioned 


1>5 
1-5 
258 


118 
94 


120 
215 

Ho 

231 

230 

2:» 


by  Governer  Ree<ler  in  his  diary 
Price,  C.  H.,  commissioned  justice  of  the  peace. 

Commissioned  Treasurer  Anderson  county, 
Price,John.M.,  mentioned  by  Lieut. Gov. Kiddie. 

Price,  John  S.,  commissioned  Sherilf  

Price,  Nathan,  mentioned  by  Chief  Justice 

Horton  20o, 

Mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Riddle  

Printiu'4  press,  tirst  in  Kansas,  mentioned  br 

Dr.  McCabe  .'. 

Pritchard,  Labiin,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  ,  

Proclamation,  first  issued  liy  (iovernor  Reeder, 

app(dt)ting  first  Territorial  election,  voting 

places,  and  election  otlicers  

Establishing  Seventeenth  Election  District, 
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Proclamation  — Condnned: 

Estabjishir.g  judicial  districts  of  the  Terri- 
tory  56 

Of(TOv.  Heeder,  ordering  election  for  mem- 
bers of  the  tirst  Territorial  Legislature,  59 
Of  <,iov.  Keeder,  for  election  to  till  vacan- 
cies iu  the  Legislature   82 

Of  (iov.  Keeder, "con vening  the  Legislature 

at  Pawnee,  the  tirst  Monday  of  July,  lSo5,  85 
Of  Gov.  shannon,  Nov. -29,  l^j'oo,  calling  on 
all  weli-di>i'>osed  citizens  to  aid  in  quell- 
ing the  armed  organization  of  lawless 
men;  commencement  of  Wakarusa  War..  102 
Of  Gov  Shannon,  ,Iune  4,  1S')6,  commana- 
ing  persons  belonging  to  military  organ- 
izations not  authorized  by  the  Territorial 

laws,  to  disperse   120 

Of  Acting  (iov.  Woodson,  ,Tuly  4,  1856,  for- 
bidding the  assembling  of  the  Free-State 

Legislature  at  Topeka  ;.^128 

Of  Acting  (iov.  Woodson,  August  '25,  18o6, 
declaring  the  Territory  in  a  state  of  in- 
surrection and  rebellion   133 

Products  of  Kansas,  compared  with  other 

States,  stated  by  (iov.  Martin   189 

Prohibition  in  Kansas,  tirst  act  of.   65 

Pro-yiavery  Grand  Jury,  doings  of,  mentioned 

in  Gov.  Reeder's  biography   11 

Pro-Slavery  militia,  ordered  to  muster  at  Le- 
compton,  in  May,  1856,  mention  of,  by  Gov. 

Reeder   16 

Pro-Slavery  policy,  mentioned  in  Gov,  Reeder's 

biography   7 

Pro-Slavery  policy,  in  May,  1S5G,  Gov.  Reeder's 

account  of,  iu  his  diary   14 

Pro-Siavery  party,  policy  of,  mentioned  in 

biography  of  (iov.  shannon   89 

Pro-Slavery  party,  position  of,  as  given  by  Gov. 

Stanton   47 

Pro-Slaverj-  attitude  in  respect  to  the  Lecomp- 

ton  Constitution,  described  by  Gov.  Stanton,  150 
Protest  of  Andrew  McDonald,  against  Gov. 
Reeder's  power  to  decide  between  contest- 
ants   79 

Protests  against  returns  of  election  of  March 

30,  LSoor.  70-79 

Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  first  iu  Kansas, 

mentioned  by  Dr.  McCabe   231 

Prouty,  S.  S.,  nientioued  by  I>.  F.  Simpson   196 

Pultz,"  David,  judge  of  second  election,  March 

30,  1855  62,69 

Puritans,  New  England,  referred  to  by  S.  N. 
Wood   234 


Q. 

QuajhTRILL,  Wm.  C,  allusion  to  by  D.  W.  Wil- 
der  216 

Quarter-Centennial  Celebration,  proceedings 
of.   175 

Quarterly  Journal  of   Inebriety,  Hartford, 

(^uindaro,  citv  of,  mentioned  bv  C.  K.  Holli- 
day  ;  '.  2U6,  207 

Quitman,  John  A.,  of  Mississippi,  action  on 
the  Lecompton  Constitution,  mentioned  by 
Governor  Stanton   161 


Radcliff,  J.'W.,  commissioned  County  Clerk,  109 
Railroad  transportation,  western,  mentioned 

by  Alex.  Caldwell   260 

Railroads  of  Kansas,  history  and  statistics, 
address  of  Jame-^  Humphrey,  at  Quarter- 
Centennial  Celebration  .'   209 

Railway  statistics  of  the  Uuitod  States,  given 

by  (iovernor  Martin   181 

Railways  in   Kansas,  statistics  of,  given  by 

(iovernor  Martin   190 

Rauimelt,  Henry,  judge  of  second  election  63,75 

Ramsey,  Nathaniel,  judge  of  third  election, 

May  2-.'.  IS.-,.-,   R.-J 

Ram--ey,  Natli.  S.,  judge  of  r-econd  t  lt  ction  02,  70 

Randolph,  .V.  3L  F.,  mentioned  by  (.hief  Jus- 
tice llorton   199 


Randolph,  town  of,  Missouri,  mentioned  by 

Governor  Reeder  26,  27 

Ransom,  Gov.  Epaphroditus,  mentioned  by 

Governor  Denver   172 

Ray,  Dr.  ,  mentioned  by  D.  W.  Wilder   214 

Rav,  James,  judge  of  second  election,  March 

3"0, 1855   74 

Ray,  .James,  sr.,  judce  of  second  election  63,74 

Reaif,  Richard,  mentioned  by  .T.  D.  Thacher  252 

Redman,  Christopher  C,  commissioned  justice 

of  the  peace   Ill 

Redman,  G.  B.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace   97 

Redman,  George  W.,  commissioned  justice  of 

the  peace   97 

Redpath,  James,  mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher,  246 

Mentioned  by  ,Fohn  Speer!   242 

Mentioned  by  D.  W.  Wilder   215 

Reeder,  Gov.  Andrew  IL,  biography  of   5 

His  prejudice  against  New  England  euji- 

gration  movements   6 

Diary  kept  by,  during  his  escape  from 

Kansas  in  disguise.  May,  1856   13 

Executive  minutes  of  his  ofiice,  kept  dur- 
ing his  ofticial  service   34 

Commissioned  Governor  of  Kansas  Terri- 
tory  S4 

Arrives  in  the  Territory   36 

Tour  of  the  Territory,  with  .lodges  John- 
ston and  Elmore,  and  Marshal  Donalson,  37 
Proclamation  ordering  election  of  lirst 

Territorial  Legislature   59 

Vetoot  acts  of  the  F'ro-Slavery  Legislature,  10 
Receives  notice  of  his  removal  from  oliice, 

August  15,  18,55   86 

Takes  part  in  Big  Springs  Free-State  Con- 
vention T  r   10 

Election  of,  as  Delegate  to  Congress,  1855,  10 
Mention  in  his  diary  of  contest  with  J.  W. 

Whitfield,  for  seat' in  (Congress   13 

Subpenaed  before  the  Pro-5;lavery  Grand 

J  u  ry   11 

Indicted  for  treason  by  the  Pro-Slavery 

Grand  Jury  ".  11 

Indictment  referred  to  by  Acting  Governor  ' 

Woodson  '.   125 

Conference  of,  with  (iovernor  Robinson  and 
Lieut.  Govern' ^r  Roberts  at  Tecumseh  or 
Topeka,  May  7,  l'!>5t3,  relative  to  policy  to 
be  pursued  by  Free-State  party  and  To- 
peka State  Government   14 

Jlarshal  Fain's  attempt  to  arrest   15 

Flis  communication  to  Governor  Shannon 
and  Judge  Lecomptein  relation  to  threat- 
ened arrest  in  May,  1856   16 

Concealment  of.at  Lawrerce,  May  10,1856,  17 

Leaves  for  Kansas  City,  May  10,  1856   17 

Concealment  of,  at  Kansas  Citv,  from  Mav 

12  to  May  23,  185G  .'.  '.  17 

Copv  of  will  made  at  Kansas  City,  May  22, 

185(1   31 

Escape  in  disguise  down  the  Missouri  river 
by  steamb<iat  to  Illinois,  mentioned  in 

his  biography   12 

His  escape  Irom  Kansas  City,  and  voyage 
down  the  Missouri  river,  account  of  iu 

his  diary   26 

ICscape  of,  Georse  C.  Brackett's  recollec- 
tions of   31 

His  reception  at  Chicago,  on  his  escape 

from  Kansas   30 

His  presence  at  the  Illinois  State  Conven- 
tion at  Bloomington   30 

Nominated  by  the  Pennsylvania  delega- 
tion, in  I8iln,  for  the  Vice  Presidency...  12 

Commissioned  Pri.;adier  General   12 

His  death,  July  5,  K-G-i   r5 

:Mentioned  by  S.  N.  Wood   237 

Mentioned  bv  John  Speer  241,  24;; 

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thaoher..245,  247,  249,  255 

Reeder,  Frank,  letter  of.   13 

Rees,  Jacob,  com  missioned  constable   1>5 

Rees,  Lewis  N.,  judge  of  second  election,  March 

Rees,  Richard  R.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 
peace   95 
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Rees,  Richard  R,. — CoJi'lnneif :  I 
Governor  Reeiler's  luentiDii  of.  in  liisdiarv..    lo  ! 

Caiididaie,  flection  of -March  :i<),  l>oo  7S,    SI  . 

Rejootod  •  ■on.>titutii>D5  of  K;uii-a.s:  Address  of  ' 
T.  I».  Th;icher,  at  tlie  (^uartor-i.'entennial  i 

Celebration   244  i 

Repre.-entative  Districts  established  bv  Gov-  ; 

er'-KT  Utedcr.    67  i 

Republican  platt'oriu,  1>  Ik,  aiUcj.ion  of.  to  Har- 
per's Ferrv  invasion;  Gov.  Kobinson's  ad- 
dress  179 

Republican  piirty,  its  existe  nce  due   to  the 

Kansas  strir_'i;lc,  Gov.  Ib)biTi>ori's  address   ITS 

Reynolds,  .hdin  s.,  ciininii~sioi:!  (l  (  'ount y  (  'Icrk,  07 
Reynolds,  Thos.,  coiiinii-.>iuii<-d  notary  public.  131 

Reynolds,  Tiios,,  sr.,  mentioned.   41 

(.'oniinissioned  County  Coiuuiissioner   9-i 

Reynolds,  William,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace    99 

Rhea,  S.  ¥.,  commissioned  Lieutenant   141 

Rice,  Anderson,  declination  of   112 

Rice,  A.  (>.,  comiui^sioued  ju-tice  of  the  peace,  96 
Rice,  llaliaiu,  i)rotest  of,  against  election  re- 
turns of  .Miirch  :v!u.  l^-.o   72  • 

Rice,  If., candiilatf,  election  .Mavcli  l^o.3..,.71,  SO 
Richardson,  William  P.,  candidate,  election  of 

March  oU,  ISoo  77,  81 

Comniissione<l  >iajor  (ieneral   92 

Correspondence  with  Governor  ^fhannon, 

Wakarusa  War  1U4,  KJo,  lOG 

Correspondence  with  Governor  Shannon 
and  Secretary  W.mdson,  in  August,  18")6, 
relative  to  employment  of  militia  of  the 

Northern  [)ivi-ion   132  , 

Riddle,  l.ieur.  (tov.  A.  P.,  address  of,  at  Quarter- 
Centennial  Celebration   21S 

Conneciiun  with  ."^tate  .Senate,  mentioned..  22o 

Riff'el,  ,Iohu,  commissioned  Lieutenant   114 

Rifles,  I'ree-State.  capture  of,  at  Fraiiklin, 

uientioii  of,  by  Governor  Reeder   20 

Ritrss,  ."^amuel  A.,  raeutioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov. 

Riddle  '.   221 

Riley  county,  otncer^  in  l^."..~)-o''.  9o, 'J7,  IVJ,  Vol 

Riugo,  CTO'Ttre,  commissione.l  con.-Tab!e   99 

Ritchie,  Jobo,  mentioned  Ijy  Gov.  lieuver   171 

Mentioned  tiy.Iohn  Sjj.jer   242 

]Menti<uied  by  Werier  li.  Davis   2bS 

Ritchie  block,  Topeka,  referred  to  by  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  iiiddle   21S 

Rituer,  (iov.  .Josi-'fdi,  mentioned  byjoiin  Speer,  240 
Rively,  M.  I'ierce,  c<immi^sioned  County  Treas- 
urer    9S 

Resignai  ion  of   loO 

Commissioned  Lieut'nt  Kiokapoo  Rangers..  Ill 
Roberts,  Wil-un,  c^'mmissioned  justice  of  the 

peace   114 

Roberts,  Wiliiam  Y.,  mentioned  by  Governor 

Reeder,  in  his  diary   14  > 

Other  mention  of,  bv  Governor  Reeder,  in 

his  diary  .'.   16 

Mentioned  Viv  .Tolin  Speer   242 

.Menii.MK'd  by  T.  l>.Tbacber  246,  246 

Robertson,  ."^amufd  >L,  commissioned  Probate 

.ludge  !■  ranklin  county   130 

Robinson,  H.  F.,  mentioned   4o 

Robinson,  ( ioy.  (  harles,  mentioned...   41 

Mentioned  by  (  hief  .iustice  Hoiton   19S 

Mentioned  bv  ,)uhn  .""peer   242 

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Tli:icher...243,  247,  24'^,  2.'.4 

Mentioned  l«y  S.  N.  Wood  2-;(),  236 

Mentioned  bv  .lohn  l-irown  jr  272,  273 

Mention,,.,!  l,"v  Lieut,  (b.v.  Liddle.  22(1,  •_>-.':j 

Alluded  to  by  C.  K.  Holliday   206  : 

Allu>ioii  to,  by  ."Senator  I'iuml)   277 

Inirodiices  (iov.  Denver,  at  tlie  Old  .Set- 
ih-r.s'  niei.'lin:r,  i!is!u;',rck  (irove,  Law- 
rence, S''i)temlier  3  Iss}   1(57 

Gov.  I  ).-n\  t  r  s  mention  of  his  t  rip  with  him 

to  I  b.' soul  herti  p;trt  ut  the  Terriiiu-y         172  \ 

Confcrvtsc- of,  with  (iov.  Keederand  Lieut. 
Gov.  RobfM  ts,  at  Tecism-^.  li  (.r  Ti-iieka, 
May  7,  lS."i6,  relative  to  p<diey  lo  be  pur-  , 
.sued  by  Kree-Staie  party  atul   'lopeka  ' 

State  ( ioveriimeiit  '.   14 

Indicted  tor  treasi>n,  t)V  i'ro-Sla\  ei'v  grand  ' 
ji'ry  ••'  '•-   li: 


Robinson,  Gov.  Chas. — Con/inued  : 

His  indictment  for  treason,  mentioned  by 

Gov.  Reeder   14 

Departure  of,  for  the  F^ast,  May  9,  1S56, 

mentioned  by  Gov.  Reeder   16 

Arrest  of,  at  Lexington,  Mo.,  mentioned  by 

Gov.  Reeder   17 

Gov.  Kceder's  mention  of  his  being  brought 

back  to  Kansas  as  a  prisoner   23 

Flis  policy  in  1857,  as  understood  by  Gov. 

Stantou  ."   164 

Remarks  ou  introducing  Gov.  Martin,  at 

the  <^uarter-Centennial  Celebration   ISO 

Address  at  the  Quarter-Centennial  Cele- 
bration  176 

Robinson,  James  M.,  commissioned  County 

Commissioner   93 

Robinson,  John  W.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov. 

Riddle  ..."   220 

Robinson,  Mrs.  Sara  T.  L..  mentioned  hr  Gov. 

Reeder   30 

Mentioned  by  Noble  L.  Prentis   2i")6 

Rock  Creek  Precinct,  second  election,  March 

3u,  bS.>o.......   63 

Rodt-rique,  Dr.  A.,  spoken  of  by  Acting  Gov. 

Woodson   146 

Rodgers,  E.  B.,  commissioned  County  Commis- 
sioner '.   92 

Rodgers,  E.W.  B.  Judge  of  second  election  64,  76 

Rolfe,  F.,  his  house  menti'oned;  38,60 

Fioot,  Lieut.  Gov.  Joseph  P.,  mentioned  by  Lt. 

Gov.  Kiddle  '.   21S 

Rose,  Marcus  H.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  5S,  68 

Ross,  J.  B.,  judge  of  second  election  64, 7S 

Ross,  Edmund  G.,  mentioned  by  Werter  R. 

Davis   26S 

3Ientioned  by  B.  F.  Simpson   TJ5 

Round  i^rairie  Guards,  mentioned   13o,  141 

Rout,  Heurv  L.,  of  Liberty,  Mo.,  mentioned 

by  Gov.  Reeder  .'.   2S 

Rucker,  F.,  commissioned  Lieutenatit   141 

Rugf-des,  RobertM., mentioned  by  Chief  Justice 

lloitou   200 

Russell,  Alexander,  commissioned  justice  of 

the  p-eace   97 

Russell,  Ed.,  alluded  to  by  <'.  K.  Holliday   207 

FCussell,  George,  cotumissioned  justice  of  the 

peace   59 

Rus-ell,  James  B.,  commissioned  constable   93 

Ilussi.  11,  .loseph  W.,  judge  of  second  election....  63 
Rus.-ell,  W.,  attorney  for  Governor  Robitison, 
mentioned  by  Governor  Reeder,  in  his  diary,  24 

Pi,yan,  Joel,  ju.dge  of  seond  election   64 

iiyon,  J.,  candidate,  election  of  March  30,  l.S-55,  76 

S. 

.?AFFORD,  Jacob,  mentioned  by  Chief  Justice 

Horton  '  19S,  199,  200 

St.  Bernard,  Gov.  Shannon  requests  troops  to 

be  stationed  at   120 

St.  John,  Governor  John  P.,  mentioned  by  John 

Brown  jr  '   27.3 

Mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Riddle   223 

St.  Jose[)h,cityof,mentioned  by  C.  K.  Holliday..  2o7 
St.  Josi  {)h  "  l"ree  Democrat,"  alluded  to  bv  D. 

W.  Wilder  .'.   214 

St.  Joseph.  .Mo.,  mentioned  by  .\lex.  Caldwell,  2')9 
St.  Marvs  Precinct,  second  election,  March  30, 

i^-o..:  ;   63 

Salina,  meiitiorujd  by  C.  K.  liolliday  209 

Salt  L:tke  Ciiv,  transportation  to,  mentioned 

by  .Alex.  Caklwell   260 

Salt   Works  of  Kansas,  mentioned  by  Alex. 

Caldwell   265 

Salter,  Lieut.  Gov.  il.  J.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut. 

<o>v.  Riddle  J   223 

Salters,  S.  .M.,  commissioned  constable  ol,  53 

Saub<>rn,  Frank   15.,  letter  of,  to  the  (^uarter- 

(.entenriial  i  elebration   275 

Sandt.TS,  Janjos  P  ,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

pence  :   98 

.■^aiii'ord,  C.  L,,  couimisbioned  justice  of  the 

p.  .i.ce   116 

Saler,  Williatu.  commissioned  constable   129 
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Saunders,  James  P.,  burnin<^  of  house  of,  spoken 

oi  by  Actiui,'  (iovernor  Woodson  loS,  143 

Saiiuders,  .losiuia,  couimissioiifd  cuiistable   9'j 

Kesiiriiation  of   129 

Saunders,  .1.  T.,  coiunnssioned  Cupiaiu   115 

Saunders,  William,  cou)llli^siolJed  justice  of  the 

peace   119 

Schools,  women  as  teachers  in,  T\iemioued  by 

N.  L.  I'reiitis   206 

Schools  of  Kansas :  Addressof  Kev.  Dr.  l\ichard 
Cordiey,  at  the  tiuarter-L'euteunial  t'elebra- 

tiou..."   227 

Statistics  of,  given  bv  Governor  Martin   190 

Schuyler,   Philip  C,   m'eutioLied    bv   T.  D. 

Thacher  246,  24S,  252 

At  Kansas  City,  May,  IS^G,  mentioned  by 

Governor  Keedor  21,24 

Scott,  Samuel,  candidate,  election  of  .March  •"50. 

1855...  72,  80 

Scott,  lion.  Thomas,  mentioned  bv  Alex.  Cald- 
well '.   262 

Searcy,  Edward,  commissione>l  County  Treas- 
urer  98 

Sears,  T.  C.,  mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Kiddle,  222 
Secret  (.)rder,  Free-'.>tate,  mentioned  by  John 

]?rownjr   272 

Sedgwick,  Maj.  John,  U.  S.  Afimv,  referred  to..  119 
Order  to,  "from  Acting  Gov.  Woodson,  July 
7,  ls."H>,  to  assist  Deputy  Marshal  Faiu  in 

executing  writs   128 

Senate  of  the  State  of  Kansas:  Address  of  Lt. 
Gov.  Riddle,  at  tiuarter-Centenuial  Celebra- 
tion  218 

Sentinel,  Washington,  quoted  in  Governor's 

biography   G 

Serpen,  John,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace   52 

Candidate,  election  of  .^la^ch  .■.;<'•,  L'^55   72 

Seward,  Wm.  H.,  mentioned  by  i-{.'F.  Simpson..  195 
Se.x.ton,  J.  Z.,  meniioned  by  Lieut.Gov.  Kiddle,  224 

Shannon,  .\ug.,  c  >iumissioned  Lieutenant   127 

Shannon,  David,  mentioned   88 

Shannon,  (jeorge,  mentioned   87 

Shannon,  James,  mentioned  ■  87 

Shannon,  John,  mentioned   87 

Shannon,  John,  commissioned  Quartermaster,  114 

Shannon,  (Jsbun,  mentioned   91 

Shannon,  Thomas,  mentioned    88 

Shannon,  Gov.  Wilson,  bii;?,iaj)hy  of   87 

Commissioned  Governor  of  Kansas  Terri- 

torry,  August  10,  1855   94 

Takes  oath   of   ottice,   before  Secretary 

Woodson,  Sept.  7,  1855   94 

His  views  of  party  obligations  and  official 

duty,  mtjntioned  in  his  biography   89 

Issues  orders,  >Cov.  27,  ]S55,  to  Gen.  Rich- 
ardson and  Adjr.  Strickler;  commence- 
ment of  Wakarusa  War   99 

Letter  of,  November  2-^,  1855,  to  President 
Pierce,  giving  iuformatioii  of  atlairs  at 

connnencemfnt  of  \Vakarusa  War   99 

Proclamation,  November  2^>,  1855,  calling 
on  citizens  to  aid  Lu  quelling  armed  or- 

ganiziuions  of  lawU.--,  iiien   102 

I)ispatch  to  Sheritt  Jones,  Dccember2,  1855, 
directing    him    to  await   orders  from 

\Va>liin,uton  10:3,  106 

Correspondence  with   Col.  E.  V.  Sumner, 

Wakarusa  War  104,  107 

Corres{>oiidencf  with  (General  William  P. 

Richardson,  Wakaru.sa  War  ..in:!,  lo  t,  105,  lOG 
Orders  to  .^lajo^  General  Richardson,  Wa- 
karusa War   lOo 

Correspondence  with  General  If.  J.  Strick- 
ler, Wa-karusa  War  ■   106 

Letter  to  President  Piert,-;,  December  11, 
1855,  at  close  of  Wakarusa  \\  ;xr,  narra- 
tinu'the  events  and  peaceful  termination 

■      thereof.   107 

Letters,  April  20  and  25  lS5t;,  to  Col.  E.  V. 
Siimiicc,  rchitivr  to  <  ltvrls  to  arrest  S:im- 

n.  1  N.  Wood  HI,  11'^ 

I>-ni"rs  (o  Col.  Sumner,  lu  May  and  .[ufie, 
LViti,  relative  ti/  tlie  di'-posiUon  of  U.S. 
troops  for  the  preservation  of  order...  1 18-124 


Shannon,  Gov.  Wilson — Conlinned  : 

Considers  the  U.  S.  troo{)s  the  only  forces 
proper  to  use  in  enforcing  the  laws  and 
preserving  the  peace  in  i-he  Territory, 
(letters  to  the  President  and  Col.  Sum- 
ner)   lis 

Proclamation  of,.fune  4,  1856, comnranding 
persons  belonging  to  military  organiza- 
tions, not  authorized  by  the  Territorial 

laws,  to  disperse  ."   120 

June  2;s,  1856,  notifies  Col.  Sumner  that  he 
I           wili  be  absent  from  the  Territory  ten 
I           days,  advises  a  certain  disposition  of  the 
;           troops,  and  directs  dispersal  of  the  Free- 
Slate  Legislattire,  Topeka   12;> 

i        Leaves  for  St.  Louis,  June  2:;,  1856   124 

I        Letter  of,  from  St.  L(nds,  June  27,  1856,  to 

I  President  Pierce   125 

;        Procures  the  release  of  Col.  Titus:  spoken 

I  of  by  Aclin'j:  Gov.  ^\'oodson  lol,  130,  143 

I        Resignation  of,  August  IS,  1856   131 

I  Hjs  persoTial  character  and  standiilg  as  a 
i  lawyer  in  Kansas,  subsequent  to  his  of- 

!  ficial  career   91 

i        Governor  Reeder's  account  of  his  helpless 

situation  in  May,  1856   20 

Mentioned  by  .foliu  Si)eer   242 

'  Sharp,  Isaac  P..,  mentioned  by  Lt.  Gov.  Kiddle,  221 
:  Shaw.  ;M.  K.,  judge  of  second  election,  March 

1      30.  1?555   64 

j  Shaw.  William,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace   96 

Shawnee  county,  cities  of,  mentioned  by  C.  K. 

ilollidav  .'     206 

Shawnee  county  oliicers.iu  1S55-1586..93,  94,  97,  110 
Shawnee  precinct  election  frauds,  mentioned 

by  T.  D.  Thacher   255 

Shawnee  Mission,  mentioned   44 

Second  election  at,  March  30,  1855   'tU 

Mentioned  by  S.  N.  Wood  ,   237 

Shawnee  Indian' Missions,  mentioned  bv  Dr. 

F.S.McCabe  *.   230 

Shawnee  Mission,  Capital  of  the  Territory  at, 

mentioned  '  7,  44,  86 

Sheek,  Joshua,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace   113 

Sheldon,  O.  IL,  mentioned  by  Lt.  Gov.  Riddle..  223 
Sheppard,  Joseph  W.,  commissioned  justice  of 

the  peace   99 

Sherman,  Henry,  elections  at  house  of.  41,62 

Mentioned   41 

Sherman,  John,  mentioned  by  Gov.  Reeder   13 

Sherman,  Gen.  William  T.,  letter  of,  to  the 

President  of  the  State  llistorieal  Society   276 

Sherry,  Rvron,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov.  Rid- 
dle !  '..  ■   221 

Mentioned  by  Chief  Justice  llorton   2uO 

Sibley,  Major  IL  IL,  ordered  with  mounted 
force,  July  1, 185';,  from  Fort  Riley  to  Topeka, 

by  Acting  <iov.  W  (J^>dson  .'   127 

Silv-er  Lake  Precinct,  second  election,  March 

30,  1S55   .-.   63 

Simcock,  G.  .M.,  commissioned  Coiiuty  Treas...  110 
Simmons,  William,  judpe  of  third  election, 

May  22,  185.5   S3 

Siuiotis,  Walter  I^.,  mentioned  V>v  Lieut,  (iov. 

IVuhWo  :   223 

.Simpson,  I!enjamin  I'.,  aidhor  biograpliy  of 

(ioveriKir Shannon     87 

Mem))er  of  t^uarter-Centeunial  Celebra- 
tion  175 

Addressof,  at  (Quarter-Centennial  Celebra- 
tion  103 

MentioiK'd  hy  I .ieut.  <  iovernor  Riddle. .. .221 ,  223 

Mentioned  by  \Verter  P..  Davis   2m-s 

Sim-:,  .hrhn  ( ".,  commi>sioned  As^e.-sor  Shawnee 

county   119 

Sims,    U'illiatii.    mentioned    by  Ijieutenant 

Governor  Pmdle  '   223 

Addre-^s  at  tlie  'iuarier-Ceutennial  Cele- 

hrat  ion   257 

Sinclair,  Wilii.un  .1.,  comml•^^iuned  Commis- 

r  of  D.  ed-   112 

Skidmore,  .lohn  W.,  commissionetl  justice  of 
the].cace  .'.   llu 


298 


STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


Skillback,  Dr.,   ,  robbitif?  of  store  of,  at  t 

Franklin,  spoken  of  by  Acting  Governor 

Wooilson  138,  143  ! 

Slaves  in  Territory  at  first  census   59  j 

Slave  Code,  Kansas,  mentioned  by  JohnSpeer,  241  ! 
Slave  01ij;arcliy,  its  rule  of  the  country  staled 

by  (iovernor  Martin   181  j 

Slave  Power,  its  political  control,  as  stated  by  | 

S.  N.  Wood   235 

Slavery  issue  in  Kansas,  account  of  by  Gov-  ! 

ernor  llobinson.,   177  j 

Slavery  in  the  Lecompton  Constitution, men- 
tioned by  T.  D.  Thacber   253  ! 

Sloan,  E.  . Nr.,  jurlge  of  secund  election   63 

Sloan  and  Heaubien,  election  at  store  of   63  j 

Sluss,  H.  C,  mentioned  bv  Lieutenant  Governor  i 

Riddle  223,  224  ; 

Small,  Jas.  M.,  judge  of  second  election,  March  i 

30,  18.55   71  1 

Smallwood,  William  II.,  mentioned  by  Lieut.  I 

Governor  Riddle   222  | 

Smith,  A.  IL,  judge  of  second  election,  March  i 

30,  1855   73  ; 

Commissioned  Lieutenant   V2^  i 

Smith,  1).  Z.,  appointed  judge  of  first  election,  I 

Nov.  29,  1S54   42  ! 

Smith,  Geo  W.,  mentioned  bv  John  Speer         242  I 

Mentioned  bv  S.  N.  Wood   238  j 

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher  240,  2.55  | 

Smith,  Gerrit,  mentioned  by  Col.  Anthonv         217  | 

Mentioned  by  I).  W.  Wilder   214  ! 

Smith,  James,  commissioned  constable   116  ! 

Smith,  John,  commissioned  constable   51  ' 

Smith,  Samuel  B.,  judge  of  second  election,  i 

March  30,  1.^55   72  \ 

Judge  of  third  election,  May  22,  1855   83  ! 

Smith,  Seth,  commissioned  Commissioner  of  ' 

Deeds   112  , 

Smith,  William,  commissioned  justice  of  the  ! 

peace   113  ; 

Snider,  ,  burning  of  his  house  referred  to  : 

by  William  Hutchinson  and  H.  Miles  Moore,  138  ; 
Snoddy,  James  D.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Gov. 

Riddle  '   222  ! 

Snyder,  Eli,  judge  of  second  election  63,   71  | 

Judge  of  third  election,  May  22,  1855   83 

Snyder,  Henry,  commissioned  County  Com-  | 

missioner   93  | 

"Sod  House,''   newspaper,   Cimarron,  men-  j 

tioned  by  D.  W.  Wildt-r   213  | 

Sonriamaker,  F.  C,  commissioned  Coroner          97  | 

Sorghum  n\anufactures,  mentioned  by  Alex. 

Caldwell   263 

South  Carolina,  Alabama  and  Georgia,  emigra- 
tion from  in  1856,  mentioned  in  Gov.  Recder's 

biography   11 

Southern  emigration  in  1S-"6,  character  of.   11 

Southerland,  S.,  and  G.  W.  Hntciiinson,  seizure 
of,  by  a  mob  in  Lecompton,  Tuentioned  in 
letter  of  Wm.  Hutchinson  and  H.  Miles 
Moore  to  Acting  Gov.  Woodson  and  Col.  P. 

St.  George  Cooke   140 

Southern  emigrants,  arrival   of,  at  Kansas 

City,  mention  of  by  G<^v.  Reeder  19,  20 

"Southern  Pvangers,"  mentioned  135,  141 

Spalding,  Charles  C,  commissioned  justice  of 

the  peace   97 

Sparr,  Andrew  J.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace   112 

Speer,  John,  commissioned  ju.^tice  of  the  peace,  49 
Address  of,  at  Quarter-Centennial  Celebra- 
tion   239 

Jlentioned  by  T.  1>.  Thacher  246,  248 

Mentioned  by  John  i'.rnwn  jr   272 

Jlentii.ncd  by  D.  W.  Wilder   216 

Spicer,  Judge   .mentioned  by  S.  X.  Wood...  23G 

Spraguo,  D.  R.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

I>eace   113 

Spraguo,  Wm.,  commissioned  Assessor  of  Jef- 
ferson co'inty   113 

Spratt,  S.  W.,  judge  of  second  election,  March 

30,  18";5   75 

Spring,  Prof.  L.  W.,  alluded  to  by  T.  D.  Tliacher,  251 
Spurgeon,  (leo.  W.,  nientione*!  bv  Lieut.  Guv. 

Rid<lle   223 

Squatter  laws,  mentioned  by  S.  N.  Wood   2:;G 


Squatter  Sovereign,  newspaper,  mentioned  by 

T.  D.  Thacher   247 

Mentioned  by  S.  N.  Wood   238 

Stallard,  Randolph,  mentioned   37 

Stanton,  (iovernor  Fred.  P.,  address  of,  at  Old 
Settlers"  Meeting,  Bismarck  Grove,  Lawrence, 

September  2,  lS8t   146 

Critical  condition  of  afiairs  on  his  assum- 
ing the  duties  of  Acting  Governor,  Nov. 

16,  18."  ^   1.55 

Message  on  the  opening  of  the  extra  session 

of  the  Legislature,  mentioned  by  him....  156 
Attitude  in  respect  to  the  Lecompton  Con- 
stitution  151 

Addresses  on  his  departure  from  the  Ter- 
ritory, at  Columbus,  Albany.  New  York, 

and  Philadelphia,  mentioned  by  him   159 

Address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Lecompton  Constitution,  extracts 

from   162 

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher  248,  2-55 

Jlentioned  by  S.  N.  Wood   238 

Stark,  Andrew,  mentioned  bv  Chief  Justice 

Horton  198,  199 

Starr,  Frederick,  mentioned  by  D.  W.  Wilder..  214 
State  Agricultural  College,  referred  to  bv  Dr. 

Cord  ley  7.   228 

State  House  Row,  mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov. 

Riddle   221 

State  Normal  School,  referred  to  by  Dr.  Cord- 
ley  '.   228 

State  ofiicers  under  the  Topeka  Constitution, 

mention  of  in  Gov.  Reeder's  diary   14 

State  University,  location  of  by  the  Topeka 

Legislature,  mentioned  bv  T.  D.  Thacher   218 

Referred  to  bv  Dr.  Cord'lev   228 

Stateler,  L.  B.,  judge  of  election  41,  82,  83 

Statistics  of  Education,  given  by  Dr.  Cordley...  229 

Statistics  of  Kansas,  given  by  Wm.  Sims   258 

Statistics  of  Kansas  manufactures,  given  by 

Alex.  Caldwell   262 

Statistics  of  railroads  and  railroad  traffic  in 

Kansas,  given  by  James  Humphrey   209 

Statistics  of  wa^oii  transportation  across  the 

Plains,  given  by  Alex.  Caldwell   260 

Stearns,  Clark,  mentioned  by  S.  N.  Wood   235 

Stearns,  Geo,  L.,  metitioned  bv  D.  W,  Wilder,..  214 
Steele,  James  W.,  mentiooed  by  D.  W.  Wilder,  226 

Steele,  Willi*  G.,  commis.-:ioned  constable   130 

Stephens,  Alexander  H.,  action  in  committee 
on  the  Leconijiton  Constitution,  mentioned 

by  Governor  Stanton  160,  161 

Stephens,  Nathaniel  B.,  commissioned  justice 

of  the  peace  54,  58 

Stephens,  N.  T.,  mentioned  bv  Chief  Justice 

Horton  .'.   200 

Stephenson,  John  W.,  of  Kentucky,  action  on 
the  Lecompton  Constitution,  mentioned  by 

Governor  Stanton   ICl 

Stevens,  Thad..  mentioned  byD.  R.  Antltony...  217 

3Ientioned  by  John  Speer   240 

Stewart,  ,  murder  of,  mentioned  bv  John 

Speer   242 

Stewart,  Joseph,  judge  of  second  election  63,  75 

Stewart,  J.  iL,  atiidavit  of,  concerning  returns 

of  election  of  .slarch  30,  1855   72 

Stewart,  W.  C,  mentioncLl  bv  Chief  Justice 

Horton   202 

Still, Rev.  Abraham, mentioned  by  Dr.  McCabe,  231 
Stinson,  Samuel  A.,  mentioned  by  B.  F.  Simp- 

[     son  '.   195 

Stinson,  Thomas  N.,  commissioned  Treasurer 

of  Sliuwnee  Co   110 

!        Election  at  house  of  62,  S3 

Stockton,  Isaac  D.,  election  at  house  of   63 

Judge  of  second  election,  March  30, 18.55.  63,  73 
Story,  .lustice  .luseph,  mentioned  by  Chief  Jus- 

'      tice  Horton   198 

Stotler,  Jacob,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Goverm^r 

;      Riddle  :   222 

Stover,  E.  S.,  mentioned  bv  Lieitl.  Governor 

Kiddle  -'22,  223 

'  Strati:,',  J.  <  .,  mentioned  by  Lieut,  (iov.  Riddle,  224 
[  Strickler.  Hiram  J.,  candidate,  election  March 

,      30,18.55  71,  SO 

i        Commissioned  .\djutaut  tieneral   92 
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Strickler,  Iliram  J.,  correspondence  with  Gov- 

erucr  Shaunoii,  \Vakani-;i  War  

Strickler,  S.  M.,  nieiUioned  by  Lieut.  Governor 

Kiddl  •  :  

Striogffllow,  Benjaujiu  F.  and  John  II.,  meu- 

tioued  bv  S.  N.NV'ood  

Strin;^'tVlloV,  Jaiues,  commissioned  clerk  of 

the  probato  couri  of  Ara])ahoe  county  

StringfclIo\v,  .lohu  H.,  caudi<late,  election  of 

March  30,   76, 

Co  in  missioned  Captain  

C  o  ui  n  1  i  s  s  i  < )  n  c  d  ( .'  o  1  o  D  e  1  

Striugfellow,  J.  W.,  commissioned  Lieutenant.. 
Stubbs,  Free-State  military  company,  meu- 

tioued  by  John  Brown  jr  

Subkit,  W'illiam,  commissioned  Lieutenant.... 
Sumner,  town  of,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Ilolli- 

day  20G, 

Sumner,  Charles,  mentioned  by  D.  R.  Anthony, 

Mentioned  by  Senator  Plumb  

Mentioned  by  B.  F.  Simpson  

Mentioned  by  John  Speer  

Mentioned  by  D.  W.  Wilder  

Sumner,  Col.  E.V.,  mention  of,  by  Gov.  Reeder, 
Correspondence    wiih    Gov.   Shannon  — 

Wakarusa  \\'ar  104, 

Letter  of,  July  2,  185G,  to  Acting  Gov. 

Woodson  

Indorsement  of  Acting  Gov.  Woodson's 
p.»-oehunation  forbidding  the  assembling 
of  the  Free-State  Legislature  at  Topeka, 

Julv  4  

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher  

Sunday  Schools  in  Kansas,  statistics  of,  given 

by  I)r.  McCabe  

Swedish  and  Norwegian  churches,  in  Kansa.?, 

referred  to  by  Dr.  -McCabe  

Swift,  Frank  B.,  mentioned  by  John  Speer  

Symcoc,  G.  M.,  commissioned  Treasurer,  Madi- 
son count  V  


Tapfax,  Samuel  F.,  protest  against  election 

returns  of  March  30, 1855  

ili'iuioned  by  S.  N.  Wood  

Mentioned  by  T.  P.  Thacher  24G, 

Tate,  John  H.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  

Taxable  valuations  in  Kansas,  stated  by  Gov. 

Martin  

Taylor,  ,  at  Kansas  City,  mention  of,  by 

Gov.  Rtreder  in  his  diary  

Taylor,  (J.  W.,  Gov.  Reeder's  mention  of.  

Taylor,  John  M.,t;omuussioned  justice  of  the 

peace  

Tebbs,  Ubadiah  B.,  cofnmissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  54, 

Commissioned  Probate  Judge  

Tebbs,  W.  H.,  judge  of  first  election, iSTovember 

29,  1N>1  

Candidate,  election  of  March  30,  1S55....T8, 

Tecumsch,  town  of,  mentioned  

Mentioned  by  C.  K.  Holliday  

ApiH)inted  place   for   holding  courts  in 

Second  Judicial  District  "  

Meeting  of  Congressional  Investigating 

Committee  at.  May  5,  lS5i5  !  11, 

First  church  at,  mentioned  by  Dr.  >[cCabc, 
Territorial    Govenuuent:  Address  of  John 

Speer  at  Quarter-Centennial  Celebration  

Territorial  Troubles,  described  by  B.  F.  Simp- 
son  .'.  

Thacher,  Solon  O.,  mentioned  bv  Chief  Justice 

liorron  .'....lyS,  lO'J,  2U0, 

'Mentioned  by  [Jnit.  ( Jov.  Riddle  

Mentioned  by  Wcrter  R.  bavis  

Mentioiird  b'v  B.  F.  Simpson  V^5, 

Thacher,  T.  Dwiglu,  address  at  the  Quarter- 
Centennial  Celebration  

M<-!iTio:H'd  by  1!  I".  Simpson  

•Mctitioii-  d  by  .robn  I'-rown  Jr  

Thaycf,  I'avjs.  appointed  jud-e  of  lirst  wt-e- 

tiuti,  Nov.  Is.l^  

ilerilionod  by  D.  k.  .Vnthouy  

Alluded  to  by  Cov.  Itobiusou  


Tbiibault,  F.  J.,  commissioned  Commissioner 

106  otf  Deeds   131 

Tho'iuas  (^at,  newspaper,  Thomas  county,  men- 

221        ti;-»ned  by  D.  W.  Wilder   213 

Th  ompson,  Clay,  commissioned  Probate  Judge,  93 
233    Thtsmpson,  Charles  M., commissioned  Lieuten- 
ant  117 

93    ThiMupson,  Fleming,  and  Wm.  N.  Borden,  com- 

i  pSaint  made  befoire  Gov.  Reeder  in  behalf  of,  37 
81  I  Thoaipson,  Henry,  commissioned  Coroner   96 

111  !  Tho>mpson,  J.  C.,  commissioned  Lieutenant.....  114 
115  The^xipson,  Jamt-s  E.,  commissioned  constable,  1-30 
118  I         Commissioned  Colonel  :   92 

Commissioned  Sherilf.  ,   .93 

273  1  Thaajpson,  T.  J.,  judge  of  second  election, 

117  ;     March  30,  1855  64,  7S 

!  ThoKipson,   Williaai,   mentioned    by  John 

207  i     Bsrown  jr   273 

217  I  Thomson,  B.  F.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

277  I     prjace   110 

195  1  Th«!Tnton,  T.  J.,  protest  of,. against  returns  of 

240  j     eR-ction  of  March  30  72 

217  ;  Th:.?rston,  E.  M.,  mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher..  249 

20  !  Tibnbitts,   Allen   P.,   commissioned  Probate 
i     Jiidge  of  Arapahoe  county   94 

107  ;,  Tit-is,  J.  B.,  election  at  house  of  ...63,  83 

i  TiEas,  Henry  T.,  couunissioncd. Colonel   131 

127  j        Sacking  of  his  house,  his  capture  and  re-. 

I  lease  mentioned   131 

1  llis  capture,  and  sacking  of  his  bouse, 
1  spoken  of  bv  Acting  Governor  Wood- 

128  I  son  139,  143,  144 

247  ;  Todd,  G.  D.,  commissioned  SheritF.   93 

Top-^ka,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Holliday  205,  206 

233  I  Topeka,  first  schools  in,  mentioned  by  Dr. 

I     Cord  ley   228 

232  j  Topeka,  Gov.  Shannon  requests  Col.  Sumner, 
242  :     May  21, 1856,  to  station  U.S.  troops  at  or  near..  IIS 
;  Tornrka,  Governor  Sliannon  advises  troops  to 

110  j     to  be  stationed  ai,  July  4,  1^56   123 

T(.!f>eka  Legislature,  Governor  Shannon  directs 
i     General  Suujner  to  disperse,  should  it  assem- 

!     Me.  July  4,  l.<56   123 

I  Top-eka  Legisljture,  proclamation  of  Acting 
70  I     <r<)v.  Woo<lsou,  July  -!,  1S56,  forbidding  the 

236  ;     as.sembling  of   12S 

249  j  Tts-peka  Constitution,  referred  to  by  Acting 

I     *!Jovernor  Woodson   144 

112  1         Mentioned  by  C.  K.. Holliday   206 

I  Topeka  Constitutional  Convention,  account  of, 

ISO  i     by  T.  D.  Thaohcr   245 

i  Topeka  outlaws,  referred  to  bv  Acting  Gov. 

23  I     Woodson  '.   144 

79    Topeka  Legislature,  dis{>ersion  of,  mentioned 

;     hy  T.  D.  Thacher......   247 

114  i  Topeka  Legialaluro,  1856,  sketch  of,  by  John 

i      ferown  jr   271 

55  !  T»ipeka  State  Covernment,  policy  of,  in  May, 

92  '      5856,  as  mentioned  by  (iovernor  Reeder   14 

:  T«:»tteii,  Thomas,  commissioned  County  Clerk...  Ill 
41  i  Towns  and  cities  of  Kau-as,  growth  of,  stated 

81  I      bv  Governor  Martin  .186 

41  ,  Ttnvnsley,  Jas.,  nu  ntioned  by  John  Brown  jr...  273 
205  :  Trains  of  wagon-,  across  the  Plains,  statement 

'      of,  by  Alexander  t  aldwel!   260 

57  !  Transportation,  wagons,  overland,  account  of 

by  Ale-vandi-r  ( 'aldwell   259 

13    Treason,  indiotnnMit  of  Frt;e-State  men  for,  . 

231        referred  to  by  Governor  Shannon     IIS 

:  T'jea^urer  of  tlui  Territory,  comnus>iuned   98 

239     Tr<  nibh',  Louis,  coiiinii.-<ioned  constable   119 

Tril)ane,  Lawrence,  <i;iote<l  by  Jolin  Sjieer   241 

194     Tribune,  New  York,  Kansas  fuml,  mentioned 

bv  I>.  W.  Wilder   214 

•201  '         .•■,u,.t.'d  by  V.  \V.  Wibh-r   217 

2'.'4     Tribuno,  i^uindaro,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.Gov. 

-fis        i:uid!c  ■   220 

1'.'6     Trey,  Kau-a,^.  m  >ntioiiod  by  <iov.  I>envor   173 

T!  ue,  ^Vllli;!^u  li.,  coniuii>si(jned  Couritv  Com- 

241  ■      missioiier  '.   93 

I'.iti     Tfjckcr,  Cli-ha,  eonimissioued  Coroner   113 

,iud:jf-  ol'  srriMid  i  lf.-iiou  63,  7;i 

45     Tiunni'l.,  S.  W,,  ("niiiii'-^ioiifd  constable   96 

234  '  '•  riistii!iu,-L;-  o  .^!oui■.u.•d  Kitles."  m-!;tion.'d   114 

178  I  Tutou,  J..N.,  mentioned  by  John  lUown  jr   272 
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Tuttle,  William  P., conimissiooed  justice  of  the 

peace  99,  110 

Twoiubly,  Benjamin  H.,  appointed  judge  of 

first  election,  Xovember  29,  lSo4   42 

Judge  of  election,  Marcii  30,  1855   42 

Appointed  census  taker   55 

Tyler,  President  John,  mentioned   St) 

U. 

Umharger,  G.  W.,  affidavit  of,  concerning  re- 
turns of  election  of  March  3i),  1S55   71 

"Union  Guards,"  mentioned   1:55 

United  Presbyterian  Church,  first  in  Kansas, 

mentioned  by  Dr.  McCabe   231 

United  States  troops,  a  certain  disposition  of 

advised  by  Governor  Shannon    123 

The  only  forces  deemed  by  Governor  Shan- 
non proper  to  use  in  enforcing  the  laws, 
and  preserving  peace  in  the  Territory, 
(letters  to  the  PresideDt  and  Colonel 

Sumner,)   118 

United  States  Army,  employed  to  protect  the 
polls  at  the  elections  und'er  the  Lecompton 

Constitution   158 

University,  Kansas  State,  mentioned  by  Gen. 

W.  T.  Sherman   276 

Utt,  Milton,  commissioned  justice  of  the  peace,  112 

V. 

Valentixe,  D.vxiel  M.,  mentioned  by  Chief 

Justice  Horton  199,  201 

Jfentionod  by  Lieut,  Gov.  Riddle   221 

Valuation  of  property,  given  by  Wm.  Sims   258- 

Yan  Ada,  Thomas,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace   lis 

Yan  Arsdale,  John  A.,  commissioned  justice  of 

the  peace   9G 

Yan  Horn,  John,  appointed  judge  of  first  elec- 
tion, Nov.  29,  lS5i   41 

Yance,  Gov.  Joseph,  mentioned   89 

Vance,  John  M.,  commissioned  notary  public.  112 
Yanderhost,  Jolin,    commissioned  Sergeant 

Major   117 

Vanderslice,  T.,  J.,  candidate,  election  of  Mar. 

30,  18.56   76 

Veale,  George  W.,  mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov. 

Riddle   221 

Virginia,  newspapers  of,  referred  to  by  D.  \V. 

Wilder   212 

Yoss,  M.  v.,  mentioned  by  Cliief  just,  ilorton,  200 

Mentioned  by  Lieut,  "('.ov.  Riddle   222 

Yote!rs,  number  of,  at  first  census,.   59 

Qualifications  of,  prescribed  by  Governor 
lieeder  43,  G5 

W. 

"Wade,  A.  B.,  candidate,  election  of  March  30, 

1S>5   69 

Wade,  Benjamin  F.,  mentioned  bv  B.  F.  Simp- 
son "  

"Waful,  Sherman  J.,  commissioned  constable...  112 
Judge  of  second  election,  March  30,  1S")5...  70 
\\agon  uumu fact u res,   mentioned  bv  Alex. 

Caldwell  ;   2(53 

Wagon  transportation  across  the  Plains  and 

Mountains,  account  of,  by  .\lex.  Caldwell   259 

Wagstatf,  W.  R  ,  mentioned  bv  Cliief  Justice 

llorion  .'.   201 

Waitman,  .lohn,  comiuissioned  Commissioner, 

Anderson  county   112 

Wakaruja  Valley,  <  iov.  Shannon  asks  Colonel 

Sumner  to  [irotect  settlers  in  ,121 

Wakarusa  War,  corunioncement  of   99 

Mention  oj,  by  ,!uhn  Speer   242 

Otlicial  urdors  and  correspondence  relat- 
ing to,  from  November  27  to  December 

11,'  1855  99-109 

Wakefield,  John   A.,  cindidate,   election  of 

March  30,  l.s.i.i   70 

Candidate,  election  of  .\lav  22,  1855   SO 

Mentione<l  l>y  T.  D.  Thacfu'r  2-li'.,  248 

Meiitiijned  by  S.  N.  \\  ....d   235 

Vote  ca.->t  for  as  Delegate  to  (.'ongress,  first 
Territorial  election.   48 


Walker,  A.  P.,  commissioned  Quartenuasier... 
Walker,  Matthew,  commissioned  County  Com- 
missioner  

Walker,  Gov.  Robert  J.,  his  attiuide  in  respect 

to  the  Lecouiptou  (7onstituti.iu  

Visit  to  Topeka  at  time  of  Free-State  Cnti- 
vention,  in  June,  1857.  mt-niioued  by 

Governor  Stanton  

His  retirement  tVom  the  Territory,  Gov- 
ernor Stanton's  account  oi"  

Tribute  to,  paid  bv  Governor  Slant  ui  

Mentioned  by  T.  i».  Thacher  24S,  2'>4. 

Action  in  reference  to  election  frauds,  men- 
tioned by  T.  D.  Thacher  

Walker,  (  apt.  Samuel  J.,  mentioned  by  John 

Brown  jr  ,  

Mention  of  by  Governor  Keller  

Mentioned  by  Lieut,  (joverri'ir  Riddle  

Walter.s,  Samuel,  commissioned  Assessor  95, 

Wanton,  R.  C,  appointed  judge  of  first  (jlrctiou, 

November  29,  1854  

Wanton,  William  C,  commissioned  conitable... 
War  period  of  Kansas,  statement  of,  by  Gov- 
ernor iiartio  

War  of  the  Rebellion,  its  eriect  upon  the 
churches  in  Kansas,  mentioned  by  Dr.  F.  S. 

McCabe  

Referred  to  by  Governor  Stanton.  

Ward,  G.  W.,  candidate,  election  of  March  3t', 

1855  

AVare,  Eugene  F.,  mentioned  bv  JJeut.  Gov. 

Riddle  '  

Mentioned  by  D.  W.  Wilder  

Poem  of,  on  John  Brown,  read  at  the 

Quarter-Centennial  Celebration  

Warren,  Thomas  C,  commissioned  justice  of 

the  peace  

Washington  Creek  settlement,  Douglas  county. 

mentioned  by  Acting  Gov.  W'-nlson  D^'^, 

Waterson,  Thomas  W."^  donor  77. 

Commissioned  justice  of  the  peace  45. 

Watkins,  James  E.,  eommissivr;ed  Lie  itenaiit. 
Watkins,  Thomas,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  

Watson,  John  H.,  mentioned  by  Chief  Justice 

Horton  

Wattles,  Augustus, election  of.  May  22.  iNt-'i.... 
Watts,  Rcv.  'lL  M.,  appointed  judge  of  second 

election  

Wea  Indian  Missions,  mentioned  by  Dr.  Mc- 
Cabe...*  

Wear,  Samuel  C,  judge  of  second  election,  Mar. 

30,  1S55  

We'tb,  n.  G.,  mentioned  by  Chief  Ju<t.  Hortr.n, 
Webb,  William  C,  meutio'ned  by  Chief  .Tusiioe 

Horton  19'.\  200. 

Webster,  William  C,  commissioned  justice  of 

the  peace  

CoTuniissioned  Lieutenant.....  

W'eddell,  J.,  candidate,  election  of  March  30, 

1855  78, 

Wellington,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Hoiliday  

Wells,  John  D.,  commissionet-l  County  Com- 
missioner.  

Wells,  J  o  h  n  H. ,  j  udge  of  second  elect  ion ,  M  arch 

30,  1855  

Welsh  churches  in  Kansas,  reierred  to  by  Pr. 

MeCabe  

Wentworth.  .lohn,  mentioned  by  I).  U'.  Wi'nier. 
^Vestbrook,  .-V.  J.  G.,  conmiissiouvd  Li-iutciiani. 
Westfall,  ix  C,  judge  of  second  election,  Marcti 

Westport,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Ho'ii'lay  

West])ort  roads,  robberies  on,  referred  to  by 

Ctov.  Shannon  

White,  A.,  mentioned  by  S.  N.  Wo- -I  

W^hite,  ^lartin,  commissioned  Justice  of  the 
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White,  Robert  D.,  commissiOMe-i  C;.p;a:n  

White,  R.  D.,  commissioned  I.ieutena'it  

Wliiie,  Stephen,  jutlge  of  secoLid  e'-  ..Hon..  

White,  S.  B.,  judge  of  second  election  (53. 

Whitehead,  Carv  P,.,  judsie  of  second  election, 

March  30,  isv,  'U, 

Commis.vioned  Sheritf.  

Whitehead,  .b.hn  \V^,  caudiduie,  election  of 
March  30,  1855  
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Whitehead,  James  R.,  coiumissioned  constable, 

Coruiui^siont'd  C  ouiity  C  lerk  

Whitfield,  John  W'.,  dt;ch^re<i  elfCted  Delegate 

t*)  Coiij^re^s,  first  'rerriturial  election  

Declared  elected  Dtlci^ate  to  Cougress,  elec- 
tion of  <  )ctob(  r  1,   10, 

Gov.  Keeder's  uientiou  in  his  diary,  of  con- 
test with,  for  seat  in  Congress  

Vote  cast  for,  as  delegate  to  Congress,  first 

Territorial  election    

Whitloek,  Jauies.  candidate,  election  of  March 

oo,  is.io  ;  

(iov.  Ileeder's  mention  of.  

Whitnev,  A.  J.,  votes  for,  election  of  March  'AO, 


Whitlier,  John  i}.,  quotea  by  John  Speer  

A\'ichita,  mentioned  by  C.  K.  Holliday  

Wightman,  J,  S.,  coniu\issioned  constable  52, 

Wikotf,  L.  A.,  editor  and  proprietor  

Wilcox,  Philip  P.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  

Letter  of,  to  the  Quarter-Centennial  Cele- 
bration   

V/ilcox,  Mrs.  ,  at  Kansas  City,  mention  of 

by  Governor  Piceder  

Wilder,  Daniel  W'.,  address  of,  at  Quarter-Cen- 
tennial Celebration  

Alluded  to  by  C.  K.  Holliday  

^Mentioned  by  J!.  F.  Simpson  

Wilhitc,  Elijah  S.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  

Wilkinson,  Allen,  judge  of  second  election  

Candidate,  election  of  March  30,  lSn5  72, 

Will  of  Governor  Keeder,  made  at  Kansas  City, 

May  22,  ISofi,  copy  of  ,  

Williams,  Charles  Augustus,  appointed  Execu- 
tive Clerk  of  Kansas  Territory  

Williams.  Henry  H.,  mentioned  by  John  Speer, 

Mentioned  by  T.  D.  Thacher.'  

Mentioned  by  John  Kro-\vu  jr  

Williams,  Oliver  P.,  commissioned,  as  Count}- 

Treasurer  

Mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Kiddle-  22^5, 

Williams,  S.  A.,  candidate,  election  of  Marcli 

30,  Ib.^f)  74, 

Commissioned  Colonel  

Commissioned  Probate  Judge  

Williams,  Stejihen  ?>.,  commissioned  Sherilf, 

Riley  county  

Williams,  Wiley,  commissioned  justice  of.tho 

peace  

Commissioned  as  constable  54, 

Willmott,  Joseph  D.,  commissioned  Clerk,  Linn 

county  113, 

Willow  Springs  Volunteer  Military  Company, 

mentioned   

Wilson,  Anthony,  commissioned.  Treasurer, 

Calhoun  county  

Wilson,  David,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

peace  

Wilson,  George,  commissioned  Probate  Judge- 
Wilson,  G.  R.,  judge  of  second  election,  March 

30, 1S.V.  

Wilson,  HieroT.,  appointed  judge  of  first  elec- 
tion, Nov.  2'J,  1S.')4  

Commissioned  County  Commissioner  

Wilson,  .lamt-s,  jiulge  of  second  election  03, 

Wilson,  .lames  T.,  commi.>sioned  Sheriti'.  

Resignation  of.  

W^ilson,  John,  commis-sioned  Lieutenant  

Wilson,  Robert,  appointed  judge  of  first  elec- 
tion, Nov.  2!>,  is.>|  

Jiiiige  of  second  election  64, 

Elect  ion  at  house  of  

Wilsnii,  V.  P.,  mentioned  bv  Lieut.  Governor 

Kiddio  :  

Wineludl,  James  M.,  mentioned  by  H.  F.  Simp- 
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\\  unh  id,  m.'ntione<l  bv  C.  K.  Holliday  

W  ingardner,  N.,  j-udge  of  second  election  03, 

>\  Ju^^tit  IM,    Charles,    commi.s.'iioned  County 

«  ','iiiini^-)ioner  

iiii,'ii..!<i,  Ueury,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

I."- H    

u  i.'.',  (iov.  H.  A.,  UH-utioned  bv  Gov.  Stanton... 
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Withington,  Charles  H.,  appointed  judge  of 

first  election,  Nov.  29,  1S.")4  1   41 

Commissioned  constable   51 

Coiumissione*<l  (  ounty  ("omniissioner.   93 

Wolf  River  Precinct,  second  election,  March 
30,  1S55   64 

Women  as  teachers,  mention  of  by  Noble  L.  - 
Prentis   y,', 

Women  of  Kansas:  Address  of  Noble  L.  Prentis 
at  the  Quarter-Centennial  (,elel>ratiMn   2'".6 

Wood,  Capt.  T.  J.,  U.  S.  Army,  referred  to   119 

Wood,  Anthony,  appointed  judge  of  first  elec- 
tion, November29,  l.'^54....."   41 

Wood,  Jesse  D.,  candidate,  election  of  May  22. 

Wood,  Jolin  P.,  commissioned  Probate  Judge..  O-i 
Wood,  Samuel  N.,  candidate, election  of  March 
30,  1N55   69 

Indictment  of,  mentioned   SiS 

Efforts  for  his  arrest,  mentioned  by  (Gov- 
ernor Shannon  Ill,  115 

Member  of  (Quarter-Centennial  Committee,  175 

Address  of,  at  the  Quarter-Centennial  Cei- 
bration   234 

Mentioned  by  John  Brown  jr   271 

Mentioned  by  Lieut,  (iov.  Riddle. ..219,  221,  225 

^Mentioned  by  Jolm  Speer   242 

Woodson,  Secretary  Daniel,  commissioned  Soc- 
,  retary  of  Kansas  Territory   3-5 

Acting  Governor:  June  2,  1S55  ^   S-3 

Acting  Governor:  From  August  16, 18-5.T.  to  . 
September  7,  1855  ■.  •^6,  91,  94 

Acting  Governor:  F'rom  June  24,  l-^-^v;,  to 
July  7,  1S56   124 

Acting  Governor:  From  August  1>^,  ls  j'3,  to 
September  11,  18-56  :   131 

Acting  (iovernor:  From  March  12,  1*57,  to 
April  16,  1S57   91 

Sketch  of  his  services  as  Acting  Governor 
of  Kansas  Territory   91 

Informs  Col.  Cooke  J'lf  indictments  against 
James  H.  Lane  and  A.  H.  lieeder   125 

Sends  requisition  to  Col.  Cooke,  at  For: 
Riley,  June  29,  1856   125 

Requests  Col.  Sumner  to  be  with  troops  at 
Topeka,  Julv  4,  18.56   126 

Request  of,  July  4,  l'^"6,  to  .Maj.  H.  H.  Siij- 
lev,  to  march  to  near  Tojieka   127 

Proclamation  of,  July  4,  is.">6,  fnrbiddin- 
tbe  assembling  of  Topeka  Legi-latur.'....  128 

Correspondence  in  August,  ls56.  with  >i'_-n- 
erals  Richardson  an^l  (  oifey.ri-iative  to 
employment  of  militia  to  repel  Northern 
invasion   132 

Proclamation  of,  August  25, 1S56,  dt-c  larinL' 
the  Territ(:iry  in  a  state  of  insurrecti'in 
and  rebellion   132 

Orders  of,  August  30,  1n56,  to  Tienera's  Rich- 
ardson and  ("oti'ey,  to  place  the  Northern 
and  Southern  Divisions  of  militia  near 
Lawrence   134 

Requisition  of,  on  Lieut.  Col.  Cooke,  Au'..'. 
2S,1856,  for  posseto  aid  in  executuiLT  writs.  134 

Orders toCienerals  Kiohard~on  and (  ■»!;.  y  to 
protect  peaceable  eitizens  from  ruthkss 
invaders,  outlaws  au<l  traitor-;   13-> 

Order  of,  issued  to  Lieut.  Colonel  P.  St. 
George  Cooke,  to  invest  the  town  of  T.i- 
peka,  and  disarm  insurrectionists  iiu>l 
invailers   136 

Letter  from,  to  William  Hutcbinsi'm  and 
H.  Miles  .\Ioore,  ."September  ::,  i>5!>,  in  an- 
swer to  their  requt-st  for  the  rem'>vai  and 
dispersal  of  armed  i)odiesof  .\I  is-oc rians 
then  invading  the 'i'erritory,  tuurderin,'. 
burning  and  piUa'^dng   F>8 

Letter  of  Scptemt>er  3,  IS.-r,,  t  >  Willia-f. 
Hutchinson  ami  H.  Miles  Mooiv,  in  r.  I.i- 
tion  ti>  the  arrest  of  O.  W.  Hutehin-.n 
and  S.  Sutherland   140 

Reply  of,  September  7,  ls'5<;,  to  William 
Hutchinson,  .lames  Blood,  and  II.  Miles_ 
Moore,  to  their  request  f'lr  retuovai  of 
blockade  of  Leavenworth  and  We-'port 
roads  
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"VVoodson,  Secretary  Daniel— Con/mizetZ;  1  Y. 

Letter  to  President  I-'ierce  under  date  of  I 

September  20,  Is-lG,  giving,'  an  account  of  i  i  ager,  William  C,  commissioned  Colonel....  92 

events  occurring  in  the  Territory  immo-  |  Yager,  William    0.,  commissioned  Probate 

diatelv  preceding,  and  sui)sequent  to  the  I     Judge   93 

resignation  of  Governor  Shannon   142  I  i  ates,  Abel,  mentioned  by  .S.  X.  Wood   23-5 

Woodward,  A.  h.,  protect  of,  au'ain.st  election  !  Yates,  E.  L.,  commissioned  Major   117 

returns  of  March  oO  i,S55  ;   71  '  lates,  William,  judge  of  third  election,  May 

Woodward,  A.  G.,  resignation  of   9G  |  l^^-"*  ".  S2 

W^oodward,  A.  J.,  commissioned  County  Com-  ;  Yocum,  John,  commissioned  Probate  Judee.  ..  93 

missiouer   93  I        Eemovai  of,  from  the  county,  mentioned...  130 

"Woodward  it  "Marshall',  election  at  trading  ''■  Yocum,  W.,  commissioned  County  Commis- 

house  of   63  i     sioner   93 

Worden,  L.  J.,  mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Kid-  i  York,  A.  M.,  mentioned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  PMddle,  223 

die   222  !  Young,  George  S.,  commissioned  justice  of  the 

Worrall,  Henry,  mentioned  by  Noble  L.  Pren-  !     peace   99 

tis                                                             267  j  Young,  William  J.,  commissioned  County  Corn- 
Wright,  Judge  ,  incident  concernina;,  men-  j     missioner   92 

tioned  bv  Governor  Denver  T   172  j  Younger,  Henry,  candidate,  election  March  30, 

Wyandotte' citv,  mentioned  bv  C.  K.  Hollidav,  2()o  I     1855  72,  SO 

206,  207  I 

Wyandotte  Constitution:  Address  of  Benja-  I  z. 

min  F.  Simpson,  at  Quarter-Centennial  Cel-  ; 

ebration   193  '  Zimjierm.^x,  E.  R.,  judge  of  second  election, 

Wyandotte  Convention,  account  of,  by  B.  F.  {     March  30,  1855  64,  78 

Simpson   194  |  Zinc  mines  and  works,  mentioned  by  Alex. 

Wylie,  Edward,  commissioned  constable   119  i     Caldwell  '  263,265 


Note. — In  the  orthography  of  names  in  this  index,  in  some  instances,  the  spell- 
ing differs  from  thai  in  the  text.  This  has  arisen  from  an  effort  to  correct  erroneous 
spellings  in  the  record  from  which  a  portion  of  the  text  has  been  copied. 
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